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MAY 26 — GEORGIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

36 years ago, on May 26, 1918, the Inde-
pendence of Georgia was restored. After
a century of foreign, Russian, domination,
Gieorgia once again took her rightful
place among the free nations of the world.
The place which belonged to her for over
2000 years-from the IV-th century B. C.
until 1801, the year in which Georgia was
incorporated into the Russian Empire.

From the very early days of her history
Gieorgia came under the influence of the
Graeco-Roman culture; she became Christi-
an in the first quarter of the IV-th century
and ever since then has been an outpost of
Christianity and Western culture in the
East. For centuries, almost uninterruptedly,
she waged a battle for her independence
and liberty, for her faith and culture. Ro-
mans, Byzantians, Persians, Arabs, Mon-
gols, Turks, all tried to crush her. She was
many times defeated, but she was never
subduwed. Throughout history Georgia has
preserved her identity, her race, language
and proud traditions. Incessantly fighting,
gradually losing power, Georgia reached
the modern age. She was not by then the
great power she was in the XI, XII, XIII-th
centuries, but she was still independent and
it was as a sovereign monarch, that on July
24, 1783, King Heraclius II signed a treaty
of friendship with the Empire of the
Tzars. But a few years later, in 1801,
the treaty was treacherously and bru-
tally violated by Russia and Georgia was
incorporated into the Russian Empire by
force of arms. Although tired and power-
less after centuries of efforts, Georgia did
not submit and rebellions and uprisings
became a pattern of life there. In spite of
oppression, in spite of intense efforts of
Russification, the Empire of the Tzars did
non succeed in its aims and Georgians still
remained Georgians, never for a moment
forgetting their proud heritage and only
waiting for an opportune moment. This mo-
ment came with the defeat of Russia in the
first World War, the Russian Revolution
and the break up of the Russian Empire.
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On May 26, 1918, the Independence of
Georgia was proclaimed by the Georgian
National Council consisting of representa-
tives of all the Georgian political parties
and organisations, and once again Georgi-
ans could enjoy all those rights which are
thie unalienable rights of men-the right to be
governed by those of their own chosing, the
right to speak their own language, to
worship as they chose, to say and write
freely whatever they wish.

During the next three years Georgia pro-
ved to the world that she was ready and
able to manage her own affairs. Universal,
free, truly democratic elections were held
and a Parliament elected. This Parliament
passed a written constitution, proclaimed
an absolute equality of race and sex,
freedom of speech and religion; gave land
to those who toiled it and passed many
other laws and reforms, which proved the
political maturity of the Georgian nation
and of her leaders. The world recognised
this fact. 27 nations, including the Supreme
Allied Council consisting of Great Britain,
France, Italy, Belgium and Japan extended
their de Jure recognition to the young Re-
public.

And so did Soviet Russia. A trealy bet-
ween Georgia and Russia was signed in
Moscow on May 7, 1920. The Soviets re-
cognised unconditionally the full and abso-
lute sovereignty of Georgia and promised
to have friendly, neighbourly relations with
her. However, only 8 months later, in
February 1921, without any provocation,
without even a declaration of war, the Rus-
sian Army began an attack on Georgia and
after 6 weeks of bitter, unequal fighting oc-
cupied the country. Occupied, but -did not
subdue. The Georgian people have never
submitted to the Soviet communism and
the fight begun on February 11, 1921, con-
tinued and has not ended yet. A nation-
wide, general insurrection, which broke out
in August 1924 and was drowned in blood
by communists, was only one of many.
Tens of thousands of Georgians were execu-
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ted in the years between 1921 and 1941;
hundreds of thousands deported, most of
them never to return. It is difficult to esti-
mate how many more did this country of
less than 4 million inhabitants lose since
1941,

With the death of Stalin and the fall of
Beria a new wave of terror has descended
upon Georgia. And this time it is more
clear than ever that it is not only against
communism that the Georgians are fighting,
but against foreign occupiers — Russians.
Russification, that weapon of Russian impe-
rialism, which both the Tzarist and the
Soviet Russia have used against the con-
quered by them nations, is in full swing
again. But the opposition to this Russifi-
cation is stronger than ever. Georgians re-
fuse to become Russians. Soviet Russia has
not been able to crush the spirit of the Ge-
orgian nation and never will be able to. To
day, as always,Georgia remains the weakest
link in the Soviet chain of subject states.

The voice of the Georgian nation can not
be heard by the Free World to day. But
every Georgian in exile knows that it is his
sacred duty to see that this voice is not stil-
led for ever. He also knows that it is his
duty to do all he can and to aid by all
means at his disposal those who strive to
bring to an end the regime which has
brought so much suffering to millions of
human beings. But it is his duty also not to
forget the rights and the wishes of his
nation. And this duty compels him to say,
that in the question of the independence of
Georgia, there can be no compromise. For
the past 33 years, ever since the Red Army
started its invasion of Georgia, the Geor-
gian people have been fighting not only
against the communist regime, but against
the foreign, Russian occupiers. They have
been and still are fighting for the resto-
ration of their national independence and
no Georgian in exile can, or indeed has any
right to disregard this fact.

During the last few years great efforts

have been made to coordinate the work of
all the anti-Soviet organisations of the va-
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rious peoples inhabiting the Soviet Union.
The idea was to create one strong and ef-
fective organisation which would direct the
work of all the political exiles from all the
countries enslaved by the Soviets, inclu-
ding, of course, Russia itself. It was and is
clear to all Georgians that only by a com-
mon and intense effort can an end. be
brought to the evil tyranny which has been
plaguing the world for over three decades.
But in order to make this common effort
effective, it is quite indispensable that eve-
ryone taking a part in it should understand
and recognise the position, the wishes and
above all, the rights of the others. Bitter
experience has taught Georgians and other
non-Russians, that the Russians are not
prepared to collaborate on equal terms.
They are not prepared to recognise, that
other nations have the same right to an in-
dependent existence, as they have them-
selves. It is unfortunate, but a fact all the
same, that Russian Imperialism is the same,
whether it is Tzarist, Soviet or any other.
The majority of Russian political organi-
sations in emigration, while proffessing to
be democratic and liberal, deny to other
peoples the most elemantary right — the
right to be independent, if they so wish.
While opposing and fighting against the
communist regime, they insist that after its
overthrow, the Empire created by the Tzars
by brute force and enlarged by the Sovicts,
by even more brute and ruthless force,
should remain,

In view of this Russian position how can
the Georgians or any other non-Russians
be expected to work together with them?
How can there be any talk about referen-
dums, plebiscites, «non pre-determina-
tion» ? The Georgian nation has determi-
ned centuries ago to be free and indepen-
dent and countless millions of Georgians
gave their lives in order to keep their
country free. And mo Georgian is prepared
to compromise on this question to day.
(veorgia has every legal and moral right to
be independent and no Georgian can forget
or ignore this fact.
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As we said before, all the Georgians who
are in exile to day are cager and anxious
to collaborate with those who oppose and
fight communism. But they consider it a
treason to their people to collaborate with
anyone who does not recognise Georgia’s
right to an independent existence. And no
effective collaboration will be possible and
no serious anti-communist effort made
until the Russians come to understand that
the times have changed and until they give

up their idle dreams of Russian Impe-
rialism and of Russian domination over
other nations.

The struggle of Georgia continues and
will continue until the Georgian people re-
gain their independence and freedom. A
fighting people with the proud traditions of
Georgians will never accept as final the loss
of their national and political freedom. For
Georgians there can be no compromise.

Merab Kvitashvili
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1) Georgian relations with France during
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