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An Unknown Chronicle of the First World War
From the Archive of an Aristocrat Lady

rom 2014 the Georgian National Museum has worked on a project connected with the
First World War. In the framework of this project is an exhibition titled ‘World War |
through the Eyes of a Georgian Woman” and the book has been prepared. It presents the
unique archival materials from the private collection of Alexander Bagrationi. The archival
materials include a personal diary and pictures taken by the noble Georgian lady Nino
Jorjadze in 1914-1917. These unique documents were preserved in the family and were
unknown until now to broader audience.

The archive displays the history of a Georgian military aristocracy who was on military service of
Russian Empire and creates photo chronicle of the Caucasian front during the First World War that
is important on historical and ethnographic, social and cultural grounds.

Employees of the Dmitry Ermakov photo archive department of the Georgian National Museum car-
ried out conservation work on the photo collection. Well-known Georgian writer Aka Morchiladze
worked on the Georgian translation of the diaries written in Russian.

It is gratifying that this unique archive has gained interest abroad and the exhibition already has
been invited to Switzerland.

The Georgian National Museum expresses its gratitude for support, first of all, to the Ministry of
Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia, The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDQ), the owner of this collection and author of the project idea to Mr. Alexander Bagrationi. We
also wish to thank all the individuals and organizations involved in realization of this project.

DAVID LORDKIPANIDZE
General Director of the Georgian National Museum
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nternational Community marks the 100 years since the start of WWI on a large scale. In this most
tragic and destructive war which totally changed the world’s political map, many Georgian offi-
cers, soldiers or sisters of charity served in the army of the Russian Empire. Many of their names
have disappeared from the pages of history and have only been preserved in family archives.

About the Archive

Family archive of Alexandre Bagrationi contains unique materials yet unknown to public left by Nino
Jorjadze and Elizabeth Bagrationi. These are photo albums, documents, deeds, letters and diaries.
The archive belongs to one of the most significant periods of our recent history of the second half
of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. The main part of the archive — photographs of
historical figures, portraits and group photos of aristocracy created by amateur or professional mas-
ters of photography Alexandre Roinashvili, Dmitri Ermakov, Eduard Klar, Eduard Westly and others
allows us to keep track of chronological development of this field in Georgia.

At the same time, the archive materials clearly reflect the life and orientation of progressive Geor-
gian society whose ideology went beyond the local borders, internalized universal problems and
attempted to inculcate the achievements of Western civilization in Georgia. Thus, the archive, with
its artistic or historical value, appears to be a treasury of our country’s cultural heritage.

Hopefully, the book “World War | through the Eyes of a Georgian Woman” created on the basis of
diverse materials on WWI from our archive will give rise to publishing the full photo collection which
it contains.

The book includes series of photos taken by a Ceorgian woman Nino Jorjadze, the participant of
WWI who was the amateur photographer and some extracts from her diary. The large part of diaries
in Russian language has been destroyed. The photos are interesting in many ways as they contain
historical, ethnographic and geographic materials. It is diverse in terms of genres or themes reflecting
the significant events of WWI', military actions developed in Near East, portraying historical figures,
ethnographic groups, everyday scenes, regions, views of cities...



About the Book

It can be easily said that this is the unique phenomenon in the history of Georgia. A young woman
having been educated in Europe becomes the member of the Red Cross and goes to the Caucasus
front as a volunteer Sister of Charity as the War breaks out, where she is awarded the St. George's
Medal for Bravery. Being at the front line she captures all she sees, feels or hears with documentary
precision and creates the photo chronicle of the Caucasus front during WWI (1914-1917): battles at
Sarikamish, Kars, Begli-Akhet, Bitlis, Karakamis, Naziki, Anis ruins...

Biographical Data

* Nino Jorjadze was born in Thilisi, on 15 December, 1884. She lived at 11, Gudiashvili Street (as
it is presently called), Thilisi

* She graduated from Trans-Caucasian Women's Institute of Emperor Nicholas |

* In 1902-1908 she studied at one of the boarding schools in Switzerland, Austria, in Vienna Con-
servatoire, then in Paris, Sorbonne University in the piano class of Wanda Landowska, a famous
Polish pianist.

* In 1910 she went to France by ship Batumi-Marseille to study French. (Her journey is described
in her diaries: Batumi, Istanbul, Athens, Naples, Genoa, Marseille...).

* Before the outbreak of WWI she did the course for nurses at the Mikhail Hospital in Thilisi.

* In 1914, when WWI started, she went to the Caucasus Front as a volunteer member of Red Cross
Organization, to the Caucasus Red Cross second advanced detachment.

* In 1915 she was awarded the Medal for Bravery of St. George.

* Having been persecuted by the government after the Sovietization of Georgia in 1921, she mostly
lived in Kakheti, in village Sabue, in his father’s estate and from 1950-s she moved to Thilisi, to-
gether with her close relative Elizabeth Bagrationi and her family.

* Nino Jorjadze passed away in 1968 and was buried in village Sabue at the Jorjadze family cemetery.

TAMAR LORDKIPANIDZE
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ino Jorjadze lived and worked in the 19th - 20th centuries in Georgia (1884-1968).
She came from an aristocratic family. Being endowed with many talents she re-
ceived excellent education in Europe and upon return to her homeland in 1914 she
went to the Caucasus front as a volunteer.

Nino Jorjadze is the first amateur woman photographer who took the World War |
photos seen through the eyes of a sister of charity. She is the only one who created
the pictorial review of the War. Certainly there were many famous professional
photographers, such as Dmitri Ermakov, Vladimir Barkanov, Dmitri Nikitin and others who took the
WWI photos, but their mission was limited to the function of invited photographers, while Nino Jor-
jadze created the war chronicles from the perspective of the direct participant of the war, where she
served as a Sister of Charity of the Red Cross. Consequently, her works reflecting tragic events of the
war are of a great artistic value and occupy a unique place in the history of Georgian photography.

Nino Jorjadze was born to a family of a famous entrepreneur and public figure, Zakhari Jorjadze
and Tamar Bagration-Mukhraneli. After completing the course of Sisters of Charity, she became
the member of the Red Cross organization. She took the photos of WWI Caucasus front with her
brother’s — Giorgi Jorjadze’s “Kodak” camera in Sarikamish, Kars, Anis, Nazik, Karakamis, Ani ruins
and other locations. She lived the life of the war routine and witnessed all she captured with her
camera reflecting the facts on the ground, extreme situations, dramatic events, spontaneous reality.
She portrayed her own self on the front line, the deceased, generals, officers, doctors, refugees,
actual participants of the war, the hard days of the outbreak of typhoid epidemic, ruined roads, and
those participants of the war who later were declared heroes. She deliberately preserved all materi-
als. Besides, Nino Jorjadze kept the diary which holds the whole reality of the war and reflects the
moments impossible to capture with camera: conversations, relationships between people, feelings,
her thoughts about the truths of life and a mission of a human being.



The diary and a photo album show the full picture of the Caucasus Front of WWI. In her diary she
wrote about all things caused by war tension and turmoil, inconceivable transformation of people
in extreme situations: “After the Sarikamish battle | was born anew. | saw the impossible, most cruel
sufferings... People become like Gods in the battle rejecting all that's personal in the name of some-
thing supreme. It is the genuine manifestation of a human'’s spirit in all its glory. The mind can’t em-
brace the whole horror of war...” (March, 1914). Nino Jorjadze’s life was full of most diverse feelings
and dramatic events which she often wrote about. She deliberately abandoned the peaceful and
comfortable life, went to the front where she saw and got used to the most ruthless manifestation of
a person’s inner “self”, she wrote about that reality and captured it in her photos. Her feelings were
rather contradictory: on the one hand she was a woman fighting against the ruthless reality and on
the other, she could reveal the deepest and most tender feelings: “Love is not just falling in love.
This great and serious feeling is not a gust of passion but it furtively crops up in the relationship of
the two. This is the intimacy of two souls and penetration into each other’s inner world. Love is the
supreme frame of mind, the thirst to see the world in the new light and grow to love it. Though at
some time and somewhere lust gets in the way”. “The Diary of the Soul”, November 1913.

The book dedicated to Nino Jorjadze includes essential materials about WWI, photos reflecting the
events developed in the East, historical figures, ethnographic groups, everyday scenes, city views
and a diary.

Nino Jorjadze is an outstanding photographer in the history of Georgian photography who lived in
the most complex reality and created thematically rich and diverse chronicles of the war. She is a
creative intellectual, documentary photographer, who played an exceptional role in the history of
the development of photography of our country of that epoch.

LIKA MAMATSASHVILI
Curator of Thilisi History Museum
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3333603 XMEGEXSJOL MI6ML 3IRITN
ZAKHARI JORJADZE'S GOLD MEDAL

393 — 333360 SXIJLIBRAHIL dI XMEXSHD (1847 — 1895)

3bmdogno Jsdmggemo d9bs6d) @s bsbmgspm dmmgsby, 39339000b babmamm-bsadyn@bam bsbmgswmgdal bsdshom
030%mdsm7. &. emmxsdyd gsbsomyds g 93bm@0sdo dydwgg 30 bag@sbggmdn, dgma06gmdab gGHo-g@o 36m-
doam 3960@do — dmb39am09da doome. dsb So@z39ads sbyMgs bsgs@mzganmda dmbsbmymdawsb yy&dbob dybyowss
@5 030b0b 9360370 (hgFbmmmzoon sddswpgds. 1888 byl dGnxbcmob bsg@msdmemobm bsbmaenm-bsdynm-
b9 339mx96589 ,6. gmEgesdobs s 3md3sbool” dog 9qb3mbodgdnen Jsmarne m30bmb mdemb dgosemo dogbods.

FATHER — ZAKHARI JORJADZE (1847 - 1895)

He was a famous Georgian entrepreneur and a public figure, the honorable chairperson of the Agricultural Society
of Caucasus who was educated first in Austria and later in France in one of the famous wine making centers — Mont-
pellier. He was the first to introduce the method of buying grapes from local farmers and making wine with French
technology. In 1888 Georgian wine produced by “Z. Jorjadze and Co.” was awarded the gold medal at Brussels
International agricultural exhibition.
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QIVS — 09336 NGHI3WOL SL. 33365VNME-3IbEHSEIN (1855 — 1940)
MOTHER — TAMAR BAGRATION OF MUKHRANI (1855 - 1940)
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d3dd — SWIAJLIERE®I (LABY) 33JI@NSL JT XMEXSJT (1880 — 1939)

136mBomo 0bgnbyio, g6sor @s 330698:dd96989em0. mdocmabol o. %s3sbodzomab bsb. mbnzg@bonmgnob SGmagbmeo.
3306:5603d9b8mmdolb ©s@gdo dmszsma bogbobs s bsdmmdnl sznmon. 1928 byl bsddmas byemabynmgdol
dog bagboem bagdob @sbzgbob dndboor gsngbszbs sdd-do. 1937 byl ofbs GydGgbocgdymoa. gstosogsans 1939

bl bvepmzgizob 596d9amgdy.

BROTHER — ALEXANDRE (SASHA) JORJADZE (1880-1939)

Professor at Thilisi State University was famous in the field of road and tunnel engineering. He was the author of
many books and works on tunnel engineering. In 1928 he was sent to the USA by the Soviet government to master
the profession of road engineering. In 1937 he was persecuted for political reasons and in 1939 he died on the
Soloviets Islands.
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d3d — 30M&@30 3533605L dI XM6EXSJD (1882 — 1918)
0d39G3mE bogmemb 11-0b s@dool maogme, Gybyom-0s3mboobs @s domz9ma dbmagemom mdol dmbsboans. gsps-

39890 0™ GeHmEEHsR00o. dsbrn@nsdo bsdbsby@mab emHmb, bsps;3 geboszbydnmo ogm dobo dmengo, dsb d9fdbs
ampmbycos ,1904-1905 66.% (0bsbgds bammpesbm stfogdn). @somnds Gxbgondo, gobsddmadal bemgddo.

BROTHER — GIORGI JORJADZE (1882-1918)

The officer of the Emperor Nickoloz Il army, participated in Russian-japanese war and the WWI. He was a keen
photographer. During his service in Manchuria he created a photo series “1904-1905" (kept in the family album).
He died in Russia in the years of Sovietization.
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3IM&I 40330, BIBLA3N — SWIFLIERAT (LIBY) XMGXSJI
SECOND RAW, IN THE CENTRE - ALEXANDRE (SASHA) JORJADZE

336030 — 30M&@30 XMeEXSdJ, d. BOL3N60,1914 6.
GIORGI JORJADZE IN A SLEDGE, TIKHVIN, 1914
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306332 0330, BIBVAAN — 30M6H30 XMHXSJI 3J3M36I301S6 A0SR, 1915 6.
FIRST RAW, IN THE MIDDLE - GIORGI JORJADZE WITH FRIENDS, 1915
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30mEbmb (3mmmbyon) 3nbsMos 3mm ol 3memzm3boga. dmmdg303mP0 dnszPmdab gsbzsMznmaden dmymab 1927 Bmb
03300 ymgom ds3eda, boggm ozmado.

MICHAEL BAGRATION OF MUKHRANI
Grodno (Poland) Hussars battalion. He was killed on the order of the Bolshevik government in his former estate, in village Ikoti in 1927.



3M6LBVSEVNED SXITLIERAIL dJ 333ASVNME-3IbES6I0
B7bgoab 0339600l J0B39e 3sgomaBzstoms bsdgmm dmmab
o960 Ignneabosb smosbs 3mbbsbnabab sbym Hmdsbmzsbmsb
10050. ©s0ry3s 1915 Bgmb gomozasda. @s3Bdsmymos di3bgmsdn,
bggmoEbmgmab bagsmgmBm hsdsedo.

CONSTANTINE BAGRATION OF MUKHRANI

Royal Officer Chevalier Guards of the Russian Empire with his wife,
Tatiana Romanova. Died in Galitsia in 1915. Burried in Mtskheta,
Svetitskhoveli Cathedral Church.

339363500M6-3JbAS6IRIBN — MXSbIGD 3M6LAIVN
s dbsboty dabgomals dy dsgPsmomb-dnbHsbymo dynmmabmsb — babm ambgdal sbmm @sbsb-dmyMszmsb

©3 300036 (sbabpsbos, dabgaema, 3mbLsbebs, gom@gzo, gmoabsdgme) sHmse

FAMILY PORTRAIT OF THE BAGRATION OF MUKHRANI
Alexandre Bagration of Mukhrani with his wife — Nino Tarkhan-Mouravi and children (Anastasia, Michael, Constantine, Giorgi, Elizabeth)
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300135 30f3gm dbmmmom mdda 1914 Bgmb.

ANASTASIA ANDRONIKASHVILI, SISTER OF CHARITY
Died in WWI,in 1914,

IQOLIBIR (N0BY) SXITLIER®IL SLIN
3336500M6N-3360333VIA3S 396BS3SNL 3MLYVIZ3N

390335 9303030580, d370;35M030.

ELIZABETH (LIZA) BAGRATION-SHEREMETIEVA IN A FANCY DRESS
Passed away in the emigration, in Switzerland.

015356 3IRbIS33NTN-3MVLENBAS0
TAMAR KECHXUASHVILI-ZLOTNITSKY
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IQOLY3IR (X0BY) 3534SLOMEBO (1919-2001)
bsgsBozgmmb sdbsby@gdnma yn@mbsmabio, bobm
gmORsdob sbenm bsmgbsgo s 3733300607, (3bmzadal
©0©0 bsbormo dsb bobmb g39Mmom gessms s gbagdsmmmo
bsmegsbm 36 doz0 dosdmdsgemmaslh dgdmmbabs.

ELIZABETH (LIZA) BAGRATIONI (1919-2001)

merited journalist of Georgia, Nino Jorjadze’s close relative
and heiress. She spent the large part of her life with Nino and 3339 XM@X5dI-3M3MRSISNT0
preserved unique family archive for future generations. MAKA JORJADZE-KOKOCHASHVILI
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336X360R96: 606M XMAEXSdT, Q0B 3536500M60 330XMI6 SXIILIERGILONSE IG0SRN.
39686603 — 015336 NIGLIGE-3MIGS30. 60530)0, bm@g@o bo&m, 1950-0560 6@350

FROM THE RIGHT: NINO JORJADZE, LIZA BAGRATIONI WITH HER SON ALEXANDRE. ON THE LEFT - TAMAR TARKHAN-MOURAVI. Kakheti region, village Sabue, 1950s
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3563M0,
LMOBITN LS3IAJ, 1918 6.

KAKHETI REGION,
VILLAGE SABUE, 1918
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6060 XM6HXSHOL LILXD 35630130
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b g3mBSH0ym 356300 gsbmazbos, bswss 0d eHmabscmz0b hmgdyGoalb
bomsdsdm dmgasbog s6bgdmdes. bsgbmamadaamo dybmdol dodwgdstiy
09F00HMmE05G) 63s605d m30b0b ds@sbo 3336, Eafstns semmxsdol ds-
dyemo gobgodo gbm-ghm dbodzbymmzsb bsdmgsmm)d@oz 393 035
bobm wmtxpsd) dofe@ ©my@ddo bdomsw dmablybogdb bsdyb, bswos;s
dsb (3bm36980b @o@o bsbomo gosps@e.

o9l bobm gpm@psdal bazbmz@adgmo bsbemo s &sgsmosl dstsbo sm-
©g9b0oos dobo dosdmdsgamgdol dogd. mz0b0b Jotbsbs nbdi30mbodgdl
babyembmgdoo , 30335605 9bobycmo - dsg@smombo *.

NINO JORJADZE'S HOUSE IN KAKHETI

The house in Kakheti is located between two villages - Sabue and Eniseli. It
was built in 1887 by Nino Jorjadze’s father, Zakhari on the family estate. A
two-storey building designed in European style stands in a decorative park
with poplar lane and unique subtropical plants. In those times there were
tennis courts as well. On the adjacent territory of the house Zakhari built
a wine cellar. Zakhari Jorjadze’s mansion in Kakheti became an important
community center. Nino Jorjadze often mentions village Sabue in her
private diaries, where she spent the large part of her life.

Presently Nino Jorjadze’s house and the wine cellar have been restored by
her descendants. The winery is functioning under the name of “Company
Eniseli-Bagrationi”.
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3568Bb6NRS6 3IM3N0) — 3533605 XMOXSdI 33336330156 IGMSR. 3563010, LMBITO LS3IJ. 1880-0560 66.
FROM THE LEFT, STANDING WITH HIS BACK - ZAKHARI JORJADZE WITH FRIENDS. KAKHETI, VILLAGE SABUE, 1880s
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33d36NSL C3060L 35660. 3563MN, LMBIN LY3JI (33056%IN BMVM)
ZAKHARI JORJADZE'S WINE CELLAR. KAKHETI, VILLAGE SABUE (THE PHOTO TAKEN LATER)

Pl
daLb3363J3S 33530, LS3JD
HAVING A REST DURING THE TRIP, SABUE
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3330B560S, 30Me60, 1903 6.
SWITZERLAND, CHILON, 1903

33308340, 302MB0L BObI-LN3S36I
SWITZERLAND, CHILLON CASTLE

e e i E z - ; r—

ey el A TR e TR e e T e N e WA Nl e I B L
- - = e — - - e e - —- - 3 e

3330B3mNS, 356L0MBN, 35665350, 1905-1907 66.
SWITZERLAND. BOARDING SCHOOL, CARNIVAL, 1905-1907
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. THE PERIOD OF
s STUDYING IN
| SWITZERLAND, 1905
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3363363J@30, 1905
GUNGERBURG, 1905

S3LLENS3N LESZOL 336OMKN, 1907 6.
THE PERIOD OF STUDYING IN AUSTRIA, 1907
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CERTIFICATE OF GRADUATION FROM NICHOLAS I TRANSCAUCASIA SCHOOL FOR WOMEN, 1902
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LS33J, 1910-0560 E6. LS33J, 1910-0560 66.
VILLAGE SABUE, 1910s VILLAGE SABUE, 1910s

606M 333M36330196 IHSTR,
0BONLO, 1910-0560 66.

NINO WITH FRIENDS, TIFLIS, 1910s

36



33560133560, 1913 6. 60601 333M36 330156 IA0ISK, 1910-0560 66.
ABASTUMANI, 1913 NINO WITH FRIENDS, 1910s

8501330L 35VS633320S6,
506ME8I3M36% 30136 IOS%, 1910-0560 66.



335LMJ3d60, 1913 6.
ABASTUMANI, 1913




335LMIJ3N60, 1913 6.
ABASTUMANI, 1913
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335LMJ3860, 1913 6.
ABASTUMANI, 1913

LS3JJ, 1910-0560 E6.
VILLAGE SABUE, 1910s
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6060 RM33J6MNL 3MIVS63T, 1913 6.
AT TENNIS COURTS, 1913

6060 RM33J6M0L 3MIVS63T, 1913 6.
AT TENNIS COURTS, 1913

6060 RM33J6MMOL 3MIVS63T, 1913 6.
AT TENNIS COURTS, 1913
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365380 @. 36MbMILA0. 30633 3LMBNM M33N BNMITN X360L MH3560&5800L GB3I6IZIT0 3533560530
EARL R. GROKHOLSKI. RED CROSS COMMISSIONER IN WWI IN CAUCASUS
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FROM DIARY

,Gr. is sick. | went to the headquarters to see him. He stayed in Sarikamish during the whole siege and was the only
one who deserved the distinction and praise. All Sarikamish retreated including the leadership, and that night he
arrived to protect the property of the Red Cross. | knew he was an industrious man, but now I was convinced how
exceedingly brave he was. This is the supreme understanding of matters. What amazed me was his look, the look
of a man who's seen death and sufferings. There is something special about the eyes of the people who have seen
the war. It seems as if some alarming, puzzling question has been stiffened in them, over which the helpless mind
will have to struggle with till the end of their days”.

Extracts from diary
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NINO JORJADZE, CAUCASUS FRONT, 1914
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A LETTERTO THEOFFICER-IN-CHARGE OF CAUCASUS RED CROSS SECOND ADVANCED DETACHMENT, KARAKILISA

5&6.5@@ Hbmgqoom bsbdsmo... Boam())onq)b mdo. 3&30635 nggbq)géob ©3© Bébgq)bb...
1914 qumb 19 03@060

.. The world is wrapped in flames... The war has been declared. | am going to the war as a nurse...
19 july, 1914

C ot

NINO JORJADZE
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What | saw, heard and thought in the war
Memoirs
Sarikamish, Kars, Begli- Akhet, Selim

November, December, January, 1914; January, 1915
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The Caucasus Front
Through Nino Jorjadze’s Camera Lens
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OFFICERS, 1914

1914 6. & bm9dd9t0, naoeabo... 3830696 mdob mgsp@6© 3393653679830, - ...0mab 3Ge00b05d... Bomgma %30l
6563056 gEH0s@ bsmnysdoddn gsdzsebz@gds d9dmdmsgsds. (ondg) b dgdmmsgsbads bEymosw dmymmobgemo gob-
@Em, ds0bg ©33036bdwn. Fsdsmggds m bssmdn dmdobes. Gs6do bsbbMsgmo gs@omes.

5 November, 1914, Tiflis... Getting ready to go to the theatre of war. - ... Today the Duchess... offered to go to Sarikamish

with the Red Cross detachment. [Although] this offer was quite unexpected for me, I still agreed. I had 2 hours to pack. The
detachment was leaving urgently.
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SISTERS OF CHARITY, 1914
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Having packed hastily, we have reached the station at last. We are 6 physicians and 6 sisters of charity under the patronage of
Baron Knorring (Prince Oldenburg’s representative in Caucasus) and Earl Grokholski (the Red Cross Commissioner)...
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REGIMENT IN KARAKILISA, 1914

6 bmyddy60, bstoysdodo. @omab 5.00 bssmby g@sgn 36. 335030d98b - bs@ogsdodas. 5.30 bssmdy 339 bsdndsmdy
3560. bEGsgs© 36bboor bsbz9398000 bagly ymeg8b, sdsbmdsda 30 sdGamgdo dm3ysgo ymagma dbGoab. ... ddody
bohndgs. y39amsbo 3300m3m 56 30bdsyEme, bAspsdems 30e83s6ms3m0.

6 November, Sarikamish. At 5 o’clock in the morning Earl Gr. wakes us up —It's Sarikamish. At 5:30 we are already at our work-
ing places. We hastily open up dressing-boxes; meanwhile the wounded are flowing in from every corner. ... heavy silence.
We are trying to keep quiet, speak in a low voice.
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KURT-DAG MILITARY RESERVE, 1914

©m33030630 JbyEbymog g0 89 3bsbobM8Y bambdo dymao %sbdmagmsm ©s EmbogMmsw gsdmoyn@dmay.
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byg@ss dsbdo. @Ig@om, Gz dy emyb 36567! bsdobgemo by@msma mdobs!

It is somehow embarrassing to feel healthy and strong among these maimed people. The dressing started, you could hear
some choked, suppressed groans: it seems the soldier does not want to show his sufferings, trying to stifle them. But what

heart-rending groans they were, how much suffering and grief is in them. Oh God, what | have seen today! What a horrible,
shocking face of war!
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THE ARRIVAL OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS GENERAL
BERNOV AND GENERAL GOLUBIOV AT THE REGIMENT, 1914

39603300860 60gbo ©5 dmbsmbmmdn, 39M3bsofo bsmdmbsbzs ge@dmbgdh mdob dmga bsdnbyaydsb. ysbsedob
0 d96m385dn 303dns6g0 633636 bsbmem)dsy, babmengdb 399, gsbb3mn3 ©s bbmMs. ymagamo dydmbsbzangamo
@ gobsbzmgmo gowsdgooemos. adobsmzol Gmd gsostm, psdmoemgdb nbos gsssdogm. gsdydm badstobidneo
bohndgs. o6z gBmo sdmy3bgbs, 563 hogoma, 363 bobsbyao...

No books, stories or imagination can convey all the horrors of the war. In a big barrack people are lying on, under, along and
across the beds; all passages, exits and entrances are jammed; to go through, you have to literally step over them. Dead silence
is around, not a single groan, complaint or regret...
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GENERAL TAMAMSHEY, 1914

bsdabgamo s@gmenmdss, sybgtgamo bodobdyEy, bEyma sbs@dos. dgbnog omgs sdGomgdo gowsnbzgzgambo b3s-
b5b. 8563mbo y39amsb sdnbsmydb. gsbbszmmmgdom dmbzs sGbs...-b (3nbfpob naEmbo), Gspgsb mszdmuddymns
@ d9bsb3gz dsbsemgdb bsmsbspme 396 s6300b. ds@mbo 36dsb9db, g6 bssmnb gsbdszanmdsdn dmsddspmb men

sbaemo 33()063330 mmobo. od ogooaoob_obomgnb bopyzs @3 bojag JB000. 5335(3 bojagb 3333@337007.

Terrible mess is everywhere, dirt, total anarchy; the wounded soldiers have been lying undressed for the fifth day. Baron is
in rage. Ardna (the head of the medical aid station) fell into special disgrace as he failed to deliver dressing materials. Baron
is giving orders to prepare two dressing wards in an hour. This is the person who does what he says. We are getting down to
work.
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GENERAL TAMAMSHEV AND PROFESSOR MIROTVORTSEV, 1914

.bs@omob dydwyg @sdob 1.00 bssomsdwg 30mdsmdo. h39bmsbss gsdmpmoama Jotiy@ga 30dmbmo. bsbosdmzbms dsb-
08b dndsmds. ob dz33630 @ bobgyos, dob bgemdo baddy el ©s gswsenmb. bbgsbo JoGy@ggda sz s6nsb. baye-
0m 30, H396086 09335630 56560776 940d98b mbaggdbs ©s msbs@ymgddo, Gmd s@3 30 Jombyemdgb Gobo
b3gi0sabnrda s60sb. sdogmd bEyms dybsdmmgdgamos, dgsbo bobs 65669 dmbswyb.

...After dinner we are working till 1a.m. A very experienced surgeon — Kimont is with us, it’s a real pleasure working with him.
He is strict and tough but he makes things hum. Others are not even surgeons. Generally the doctors are assigned to hospitals
and infirmaries without even being interested in their profile. Often an obstetrician happens to work on the frontline.
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7 November. Today | had to bandage the first Turkish man. I felt no distaste at all. Gr. is asking if | am tired. But who cares
about physical tiredness when moral pain strangles you so much; why, who needs such appalling, dumb sufferings?
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TENTS FOR OFFICERS-IN-CHARGE, 1914
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306300. 39399790, dsg@sd dbmmmme bzsbseob dmdbbe b0 gsgbooo. bswoamb 95693 3960 39006070

9 November. | am getting used to groans of the wounded...We have moved to the field hospital. | could hardly get myself a

bed. What people! We were working on the evacuation post and at 2 o’clock arrived for dinner on the invitation of the senior
hospital medical officer Ventskovsky. But we just ran into a scandal and got no dinner at all.
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COMMANDER OF THE 4™ CORPSE GENERAL OGANOVSKI, WARRANT OFFICER LIULKA AND THE CHIEF
OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 4" CORPSE, GENERAL MDIVANI, 1914

10 6c9d8960. @yl gsdmgzopbsogl, Gmd omgmo x3@ob Gs8dob ©sbds@gds 56 bdomogdsm. G 365m7 50356,
Gmd badbgomm 3bygds ston digmimymepss gsbbymdoma Bomgma %360l dodso. h39b ss® 3domojdoo,
dog®sd sdszobmymem Hgomobosb 00bm3z9b om®dyl dmbysengdob @sb. gb GmgmEms gsgogmo!

10 November. Today they announced that they did not need any help of the Red Cross brigade. What shall we do? Apparently,
military agency is not friends with the Red Cross. While rejecting us they require 12 sisters of charity from Tiflis at the same
time. It’s hard to understand!
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PUTTING UP THE YURT, 1914

@09l dmdm3s6ds (hy39 Im3mEYhogmsb 63dny3sbs. Bgbdo nym sd@oo. 33mbgdo mansbo gndsgo nogs. sen-
800 65 badnbymydss dobmgob!.. dsanosh boddsmanmns. oo, msdséo, baGobag@o mzsemgdo sj3b. ez ydgnme.
domasb gBmbomos. 6G0b gsdmbanzob msz0bg8x@m0 dsby@s sf3b = dmgmy s gsbsggdo. dmdmssto dsb Gaemngossy

9e335613398m@s, 9 30 M@R0dbmdsl 3969300. BmgmEm3 bymamyGeo gsdmoomws, 9bymbymes.

... Today the Father took me to visit the wounded sub-lieutenant, the prisoner of war. An armed sentinel was standing in the
corner. It must have been a horrible feeling for him!... very good looking, with beautiful, large, grey eyes. Not stupid at all,
cautious. He has curious manner of speaking- clear and concise. Father talked to him about religion and | translated, which
was sort of ridiculous, awkward.
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SISTER OF CHARITY NINO JORJADZE, 1914

.dmdm3560 d9n@bymdsb gsbsggds s bsesmmbmsb b3omdsl dmGmmsw nygb780s. bspsdmmdon dmmhoengdsbs
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30 B83mEM3I] dogos s h396b dmdmzs@l sms bazbmzmadganda dydmbsams sy36dsems!

...Being in charge of managing supplies, the Father rather dishonestly disposed of cash. In the evenings he would preach me
about humility and life, while he, himself would stay up late with one of the Sisters. Finally he was reported on that and was
forbidden to enter the Sisters” dormitory!
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SISTER OF CHARITY NINO JORJADZE WASHING
BED SHEETS, 1914
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11 6em9d8960. h9do Qsbsensb dmmgo Fsbl ©s b by30036 B0f@9db sdodemab bmandy. ym3gem @@y dmsbzgbgdsb
dopym3983@, ds@nmbaams wsmobzopgdb. s ndbgsgbmdss - dm@gdo 25 psy36dsamazn ggsdos. 12 9339 dgmerg 330-
605 3b39605. dybogmszggdo s@bs@ hsbsb, bagnbo 56 Symaboom. dsGBsGmbmAss, Hmd smx3nab dobsggdymog o6
dosgem.

11 November. My window overlooks the mortuary which brings melancholy. Every day the abandoned, lonely soldiers are
brought. That's hideous. There are 25 unburied dead bodies in the mortuary. 12 of them have been lying there for two weeks
now. No grave-diggers, not enough people. This is nothing else but barbarism not being able to pay a last tribute to the
deceased.
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DINING ROOM IN KIUM-KIUM, 1914

dog®5d 0 dsEoems 63008 3ys30 bsdsob gsddmgmoa, né@msmme, bzwgdo, Gmd mdob gsG M350 MB90HEM80b
@m@jg{}g bs& amgmg:ooggm. 33603@3[}(080 5d mddon boggoomb 606000 353](7/)361). 9bgbo s603sb 6306[]50, (50)8@3503
0830360 (36m369030 sGoRG© 3309896 ©5 dyydmmosm ob - Gams os@b sbsgsemmb.

But if there is no one to bury them, you simply feel you are devastated by this fatal distress of the war. Most people scorn the
death in the war. They are all heroes who defy their life in the name of something superior
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3mbogngdo 9b@s dmnbsbyemmb s gsngmb Gss badomm.

16 November. | went to Tiflis to collect my things. Now I'm coming back together with Baron. Professor Oppel, the surgeon,
is travelling with us too. He entered my compartment and gave me a little test. | like his calm, even manner of speaking.

Earl Sheremetiev, the representative of the county union, is also travelling with us to inspect the frontline and find out what’s
needed.
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KARAKILISA, THE RED CROSS 2" ADVANCED DETACHMENT, 1914

bsogsdnddo Fsdmzgmoo bspsdmb 9.00 bssmby. yzgams 3mbdapagdol osbsmzsmngmadamsw gogdnms. 12.00 bs-
00879 3m39b 33689 d9@999(0939s dmdogssnbs, gsdmddzomdrds nboms. 99 3933003980 356 - s Bobs bsdn?
- y39max9@o 3bsby. 3mb3onemgddo 969bEogmdss, batogsdoddo bayzbmm geadsmos, bs3sbo 9 396bdos @s sby
d9dwgg. 0dszg @3d9b 339d38330s. s0 sby 390038 bsddggdo.

We all arrived in Sarikamish at 9 o’clock in the evening. Everybody went to look around the hospital. At 12 o’clock Sheremetiev
is knocking on the compartment door to say goodbye. I'm rather surprised. — What about the frontline? — I've seen everything.
The hospitals are a terrible mess, the climate in Sarikamish is splendid, Narzan is 9 versts away, etc. —He left the same night.
— This is how things are done.
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17 bm9ds960. 3967139 godemog@gdyma meggdss, 8smmbl gemsb. J39dm ysbs®didowsb g3s0y3969b s39@dymazada. bs-
Eeremgdb sbsemo 8966700 gs33005M 0. g5 d)dm 3@m0semdl y3g9emango. o8 @GMb 30 moofmb gsbmsb, dmsgsto
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5 3378 mmsbiddo gbo o6 993039930690, y39ms ghms@ dygsgb dsmems, bawsz obgos bogobmmzy ogym.
17 November. The medical station is being cleaned; they are expecting the Baron. All the wounded were evacuated from
lower barracks. We covered the beds with new bed sheets. Everything is clean and tidy. Suddenly, to the horror of the head

physician, the wounded soldiers started to flow. Where to take them! Would you believe? They were not admitted into the
tidied rooms and were shoved upstairs which was already overcrowded without them.
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THE FIRST DAY OF CAMPAIGN, 1914
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Several of them were sitting on one bed, exhausted waiting for their benefactors — the chiefs to leave, so that they could lie
on beds. We had been ordered in advance to remove the new sheets.
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SEEING OFF DOCTOR ALEXANDROV

30 bmyddyo. 3900 baandboggb. 3nbjmo dmGaymos, dm@gizbocmo, gsbdybooema. bsbmengdb sbsemo 3966700 @s
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30 November. We are waiting for the Tsar. The medical station is decorated, cleaned and washed. The beds are covered
with new sheets and blankets. Isn’t it mockery! They do everything to hide the truth. The wounded and the sick have been
evacuated; they want to parade their order and cleanliness, but the maneuver failed. The Tsar learned there were no wounded
inside and he did not even wish to enter the building.
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SISTER OF CHARITY N. JORJADZE IS LEAVING FOR THE MEAL STATION IN KHANIK
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dbyomnmam dmdgbsendyo”. d@sgseanobmasbo G39mo0gdobs @s bsdbssmasbo amebolb dgdwyg gsobds — byam-
d6ogg! yz9as dydmbsbzamganb doshytos. gEmz3s60 356185 ©339)RS.

Anyway, he is not the sanitation inspector, is he? He is interested in soldiers and not the operating table. Colonel Lakhovski
started giving orders and instructing physicians. “When [ say: officers, attention — render a salute”. After long rehearsals and
3 hours of waiting, we finally heard the Tsar is coming! Everybody was looking at the entrance. We were taken by certain
excitement.
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BBl GENERAL NAZARBEGOV AND FATHER DAMASRINE
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Doctor Hermidore (a Jew) was trembling like an autumn leaf, all nervous. A minute lasted forever. And suddenly we could
hear - you can relax-it turned out to be our Baron. He brought us the news that the Tsar would come only at 4 o’clock. At 2

o’clock we are back to our places. | have heard the command “Stand at Attention!” at least 20 times and again false alarm.
This time it was inspector Shelkovski.
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THE 8" INFANTRY PLATOON HAS BEEN GIVEN WARM CLOTHES
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The Tsar arrived late, looking weary. His face showed amazing serenity. He is great who can stay calm and sound among the
crowd. Beautiful scene of departure. The Tsar is standing like a statue, alone on the platform. The train is slowly leaving the
station under ecstatic “Hurray”.
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12 December. We are wondering idly around the station. Warden men are running in excitement, the line of our army can be
seen. They are moving. Some humming is heard remotely. What is it? Can they be the Turks so close? At 11 we were curiously
watching the strange behavior of the enemy. But during the daytime it became clear how serious the situation was. The rattle
of firearms and shooting were frequently heard.
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SISTER OF CHARITY NINO JORJADZE, 1914
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We were swept by the wave of nervous anxiety of the approaching war. We wanted to hear our cannons too. But where were
they? There is not a single cannon, no army in Sarikamish. There is nobody to give battle. Suddenly, to our surprise, we could

hear the cannon, what's this, have they remembered us? Have they sent the troops to us? We are not forgotten? But alas! As
it turned out later, it was the cannon accidentally brought to Sarikamish for repairs.

73



ROBOININL 3MLILXIMBS — JIGMI3N VS LM3LARN, 1914 6.
POPULATION OF CHIVTLIK - KURDS AND ARMENIANS, 1914

b ob gsborgdmeno g399960s, Bmdyedsz bsGogsdodn ablbbs, my&dgéal dygdmmazs dyshgde. dobo g@mbnbo yz9amgsb
300[)80, L']jma 8(00330 3073805, bosg d6dmens 0gm 3050@363@0. gobampzsto, 3073060050 @83, 0sbmabponmo ba-
5dm, dmbgboma® g8bgmen 396033337900 35 @dsa@ dmgbsdsc. gb bsenysdndob h3gmeno bssdm aym. mi3dym
@ 396 degdo.

It is the famous cannon that saved Sarikamish and stopped the onslaught of the Turks. There was a peal all over the space
echoing in the mountains where the battle was going on. Wonderful moonlit night, fantastic evening, the stars finely scattered
in the sky, criss- crossed, drifting apart and running into one again making fanciful patterns. Just a usual picture of Sarikamish.
You look and can't help admiring.
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Added to it is the roll of ammunition. I'm standing enchanted by this wonderful sight. From some invisible points, maybe from
another planet there is a reflection of flames glowing red. It seems you can walk and reach this fantastic place. The nocturnal
world of underground fairies is luring you. This glimmer lasted till 3 o’clock in the morning accompanied by the music of
muffled roll of cannons.
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At 3 o’clock the moon disappeared. The battle stopped. Pitch darkness and dead silence set in around. The forests sank in the

darkness. The dressing was going on all night. There are fewer wounded soldiers towards morning, but fearing the Turks, we
stay together. It seemed there was nobody around for miles except us.
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The battle resumed at 6 in the morning. You feel so sleepy, cold; finally you forget you're in a couple of miles away from the
enemy. At 8 o’clock Tamash orders to go home, wash, and get refreshed. All worn out I could hardly get to my bed, nothing
mattered anymore and | fell fast asleep.
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13 December. Half an hour later | jumped to my feet. Sisters were washing. I refreshed myself with ice-cold water and went
down for a cup of tea. Meanwhile the artillery calmly and cold-bloodedly went on working. Tamash called Anshten, Abramov

and me. The Sisters were offered to leave. We said we wanted to stay... You're watching everything that’s going on in nervous
excitement.
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During this night we built up strength having totally forgotten that somewhere, in the remote world we all had our own
interests. There is no life beyond the battle! This particular side of life became evident with such an amazing plainness on that
cold evening. The wounded soldiers were evacuated in the morning.
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13 December. The whole Sarikamish is fleeing headlong. We are living near the road and can see all this panic. What an
unpleasant feeling. Empty carts and carriages, they have even forgotten to rescue the property, horses are at full gallop, being

hastily harnessed, straps hanging loosely. Having lost the rider, the horse is flying headlong, the next moment you see the cow.
It’s just the matter of survival!
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Heavy carts are moving on, whose are they? — They belong to hospital N493. And Ventsovski? Good for him! He spread panic
and started evacuation at 9 in the morning! It’s a mobile hospital. When the battles start, they have to move ahead, and he

moved back ... At noon all hospitals were ordered to retreat, but the station was to stay and hold out as long as possible. There
are no more wounded soldiers, everyone has been evacuated...
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We are organizing the dressing group and with sacks full of dressing materials are heading towards the station. To reach the
station you have to cross the square. And | heard a terrible hum, just past my ear, monstrously powerful. Bang... bang... bang
... and blast. What | experienced when | first felt the bullets whining past me from all around the place!
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Immediately | was overwhelmed with confusion, embarrassment, it seemed we were far, far away from everything of ours...
Terrible peal of the cannon, ringing in the ears and flying squall of shrapnel, the shells cutting the air. The station was heavily
shelled. At 3 o’clock the first shrapnel hits the locomotive, but does not explode. Our mental state is critical.
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Our chiefs have taken run in front of our eyes. Myshlevski departed to Karaurgan troops (it was good to be guarded by them),
Karpov went to Kars. Not a single regiment is left in Sarikamish. No troops at all, apart from volunteers. There is a terrible

turmoil at the railway station. Newly released warrant officers are sitting nearby the refreshment room having dinner cheerfully
and noisily, never thinking of the approaching death.
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Due to the lack of officers the warrant officers are offered to command the squadron and these poor fellows go to the battle
enthusiastically, dreaming of fame, victory! Every other hour they are dragged out with fractures, one after another. The senior
detachment officer Voropanov is still searching for those who want to fight.
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We are opening a dressing point in the teahouse. It is literally showered with bullets and shrapnel. But when working, you stop
thinking about them, the only thing you want is to take a gun and go into the mountains. The buzzing and whizzing of bullets
is becoming increasingly forceful. More and more wounded appear. It got dark. Dressing the last ones, I can feel... the blood.
Apparently the battle is going on nearby.
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By the evening | already got used to the whizz of bullets. At 8 o’clock Dr. Shtein (whom | met so unexpectedly) entered the
teahouse. After a quick look he asked: “Princess, are you retreating?” | shouted back from the train: “No, we are opening the
dressing point in the carriage. Suddenly the train started to move slowly, without any warning signal, any lights. As it turned
out later, Sham. got Voropanov's order to retreat.
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...We got the wounded soldiers off the train in Kars. The head physician rushed to the fortress hospital, others dispersed in
different directions. Sister Antonova and | went to the city. It was impossible to get a room in the hotel. People were sleeping

even in corridors. We returned to the station. Officers, doctors and nurses are mingling in a small hall. Two of our Sisters who
had nowhere to go, were already sleeping on their suitcases, exhausted.
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Kars , on the 14th . We started to read newspapers greedily. Under some evil concourse of circumstances we came across
Mikhailov’s article: “Triumphant Breakup of the Turkish Army” and we had to read it on the day of the retreat! Usually this

notifies the close victory. It is disgusting to read it, | threw the paper away. Lakhovski announced himself the chief of the point
after we had lost Ard.
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15 December. Doing nothing all day we are bored to death. We were put up in the barracks for the night that were cold,
unheated with just a bare floor. We are calling the fortress and they assure us that the place is heated and furnished. This is

just mockery. | won't describe what | felt that night, it would have been easier to stay under Turks” bullets - at least you would
know what you're risking your life for, but here we were just freezing.
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Selim. 16 December. The 2" ambulance train has been broken up. The personnel have been taken prisoners. Heavily
wounded soldiers are left on the road. They are sending a brigade to back them up. We'll be 4 doctors, 4 sisters and 14 orderly
men. We stopped in Begli-Akhet, the combat train with machine-gun drove on to break up the Turks.
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Our orderly men were given live ammunition. We are moving forward with great caution, on the left there is a column moving.

On the chief’s words they must be the Kurds. Finally we have reached the fatal place. The smashed up train, windows... inside
is a mess, everything’s broken, mattresses are ripped up.
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Several dead bodies, some of them in unusual positions, they seem to have been slaughtered ...while resisting plunder. The
Cossack looks horrible, heavily wounded, he must have been firing lying, and that’s why he was disemboweled... How brutal
these Kurds must have been to have committed such an unheard-of slaughter.
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These grievous reflections were interrupted by an alarming ring: there was a command of “Take Post!”. Half a mile away was a
Turkish camp, from where two Sisters managed to escape. They were desperately waving the white scarf, fearing to get under
the wear of the gun of their own Cossack troops. But they got out of danger safely.
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18 December. Begli-Akhet. At night we got the order to be at the station at 5 o’clock in the morning. The soldiers, officers, all

were sleeping side by side. We are going to Selim to fight off the wounded. For several hours we were delayed in Begli-Akhet.
We came across the peasant’s cabin smashed by soldiers and the Kurds. There were chickens in the yard left by their owners.
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We caught them and made a soup in some pail. Never before the clear soup seemed to me so delicious. In the evening we
gave it to the wounded. The orderly men dragged in a Kurd holding our bedsheet. They found him making a shirt from the
bed sheet that had a stamp of the combat train on it. The head physician made a strike at him and | turned away not to see
this horrible scene.
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The Kurds are a nomadic tribe and the Turks make use of them. But there is a great difference between Kurds’ being an
unbridled element in the Turkish army and regular troops. The Officers stand out by their nobility which I think is due to their
religion. A Kurd is crafty, with strongly developed legs...
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...Ours looks hungry, dressed in rags, but he is sure to have a knife and a dagger on him... His look is sometimes childish and
sometimes beastly. He was taken to Kars where the prison was awaiting him. Part of the wounded has been evacuated. The
rest of them went on waiting. Towards the evening several hundreds of prisoners and a lot of camels loaded with boxes of
ammunition were brought in.
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dd300m38000 ©3G)6935b g30emm3a3@bYb. Jomp® byd.—0 30 byen doGxgs@bs dbsbszws.

...Beautiful bonfires appeared in the prisoners’ camp. A red-carpet welcome was awaiting our people in Kars. A minor
incident: our train was to stop at platform two. This made the head physician, who was the master of show off, very angry. We

had been maneuvering for half an hour until we occupied the right position. Then we were greeted with congratulations and
happy return. And Peter Sem. was blessing me all the time.
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DEAD BODIES
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68560 00355 33g9b0emo...639656 @sdmomgdo, 3939 HbgbGogm@ YEos ©g3ME30900.

20 December. Kars. There is a lot of work to do. Due to the lack of trains, the wounded people flock in. The air is stale in
barracks, lamps are dimmed; it’s hard to work in these conditions. All day we go round the city to dress the wounded; they

are in 14 different places. The clubs are full, so are gymnasiums. Today | was at the local authority hall. The floor covered with
hay ... the wounded are lying on it, pieces of decorations are scattered around in a mess.
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THE BULLET SHOT IN THE HEART

21 ©93998960. 32 3am3mh3s baybmm dydsmdb. Ssms@ms, bybpo, 3mbahs, ds@sew 3Gs3mEdhngms boodman gsfy-
dmpemo, ms30b0 dmbomdjdon gegempgdl. 306 ngodfads? dbmenmm Jomb bymgboggds sbymo dzzgmto gowsb-
380~ dbosGymgds, 3sbdsdo, dseboemoo byombmads; @oeoo: bobbemo, 336909, @obgxzs.

21 December. Klavochka, one of the Sisters, works excellently. She’s small, weakly, smart, always surrounded by warrant
officers, amazing everyone with her diligence. Who could expect that? Only a woman can stand such extremes — revelries,
suppers, sleighing at night; in the morning: blood, groans, and sufferings.
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dmzoes 9dgemmbo, dogdn@mads badzgme. dngds@ogdosh imdmaddmzomgdymo wetobspgdo baando dsdbsbydoo.
9393l 3omgmdo g9dmdgny39ama8s @S 3mbgbHEMmdHm0 ddy6s 373b.
Goorgemo %360 ©6dnbgdnemo 13-do msdoor gogdn@ms bsfoysdodalzgb. dhsdob dogdsbo ndymggms, ob stbs hsbl.
690 (hy390357 gb bsdabgamgds ogbgdmes. . 39630, $6G0sbo dydszos.

The echelon arrived for help ... soldiers are passing by with sacks on their backs and rifles in their hands. All of them have a
gloomy, concentrated look. The officer-in-charge of the Red Cross left for Sarikamish on the 13". The headquarters have failed
to find him, nobody knows where he is. Could he have been taken prisoner? That would be horrible. Gr. is a very good and
smart worker.
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24 December. The railroad track has been repaired. Today the first train is arriving to collect the wounded from Sarikamish.
Dr Shtein, Sister Antonova and me. The day is full of impressions. The closer we get to Sarikamish the more often we come
across dead people and horses. Guard patrols are standing in every other verst.
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EMPEROR'S ARRIVAL IN SARIKAMISH, NOVEMBER, 1914

3603069889 yeos d330560 36969080, @dH3EINEmO QMEbI30, b359930, dodmdbynemoas bogmgdo. ... St 6930 ms-
dsbo 330, sendsc bomngema. dob ba3Gobayg® 035em98dn hs@habomos Gomsz gsdmnaddgmmas, gihymas gb ymzgao
dob badnbyen boddGsw 9h39698m@s. Gys Hmbo 6o of3b, sedsm obg, Gmgme 0d bsdl, Gmogbsz hy3z0s dob-
63005 ©3 9039 @sGhs. dmmbsbl db3mnz0 oo 3d0angdabs.

Dead horses are lying around, smashed carts, broken chairs, abandoned things are scattered on both sides of the road. A
handsome fellow is lying, must be a Syrian. In his stiffened eyes one can still see something... unsaid. All this must have
seemed to him a horrible nightmare. He remained in that position, as he was at the moment of shooting, with his upper lip
turned up a bit, showing a set of big teeth.
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Another one is in the rivulet, frozen in the pose as he was bending down to get some water from it. The next true son of the
crescent reflects joy and serenity in his eyes, as if his faith has promised him some celestial happiness. Next to him is lying a
dead horse and so on, countless cadavers across and along the road. In the station lots of soldiers are lying doubled up with
pain under their army overcoats. Some of them say they haven't eaten for several days.
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d980, gsds@znmos ©ngbgda, sstnbopgdo dogszgb ws bbbosh yxmgdl, @sd@60sb dydmawa, ddngto dsengdo...

I bent down to one of them, with young, beautiful face. He grabbed my hand and started to cry bitterly “Sister, have you really
come to take us, | haven't had any food for five days”. What a nightmare! Sarikamish is fenced by a wire, broken telegraph
posts are scattered everywhere, small stores have been plundered, the soldiers were looting and breaking up the boxes,
hungry, mad dogs scurrying around...
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KARAKILISA, 1915

dad98790 3@oegdoo d9333690, bagy@ob msbsddmmdamgdb doggizom 360 s bstmrbydal smenmay. dbye-
3590 330bEob)b ds@mmdsl. Gss3 dsnbi 99690, Gmd dmdab bspsdmb boggmon dybzbgb. 396 30 dmds
@399b (h93ndssdo dyzbzom. mEogobsern@s, dsg@med dsobi ddody. ys@bdo @sdob 2.00 bssmby ©3366m1bwoo.
@3dob 3509935 dmgz0bs 39bgmsG0sdn, ©96dhn39803b g, bsMd3). 585 @sdy ob oym!

We loaded the train with the wounded and gave the railway workers some bread and a tin of sardines. They thanked us a lot,
now they’ll have at least something to celebrate Christmas. We spent Christmas Eve in a heated wagon, quite in a funny way,
but it was still hard. We arrived in Kars at 2 o’clock in the morning. We had to spend the night in an orderly room on plank
beds with batmen. What a night!
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ALASHKERTI VALLEY, PRAYER BEFORE THE BATTLE, 1915 (REGIMENT OF NIZHNY NOVGOROD AND COSSACKS)

30 ©93998960. bstoysdodo. ysGbob psd@oanms bsgzs39530m 3nbpo bstnysdnddns gs@smsboemo. g40do b., @se s
dy dnzemobdnmbo 335600 H93ad3e-dshamadamob gsbsymense. Hadmmndssdn admomgdmsb gEmsm dg6s3mmas
3939 B89N, Y39 sbgo 333mblb dyds o6 ymabob. Gmgmez ymzgmmzob gsbngz)dob 383980 oy@d)do
3605b. bddobema@ ohsbxgdnsb bogngobsgsb. 30-30-b gsms3bgd0m gEmsw.

30 December. Sarikamish. Evacuation point of Kars has been moved to Sarikamish. Dr N., the Sister and | were sent to
accompany the freight train. It's a terrible suffering to travel in wagons with the wounded people. There is not enough wood
to heat all of them. As usual, the Turks turn out to be scapegoats, they are terribly suffering from cold. We put 30 of them
together.
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AWARDING ST. GEORGE'S MEDALS. DIVISION OF CAVALRYMEN

96033690 9336056 bagmmse dmbdgddn gsbzgmmagdo, bsbygdo gsmn@ngdnamo sg30. dogoogzsGo byams, bsbgmd-
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0. g)dnboemosb dmymgdymo ©sdEommgdh sGengho ndsdose. 33003560 (h3nds98da, 3y33mon bobb-
@00 gsgmgbonem bsb39398b.

They squeeze up against each other dressed in rags with their faces turned blue. We are moving very slowly with long stops.
At every station we have rows, they don't give us candles, and some of them will have to travel in pitch darkness. Telegrams

never come on time. The wounded soldiers have been hungry since yesterday. We go from wagon to wagon, adding more
bandage to the dressings soaked in blood.
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GENERAL OGONOVSKI AWARDING SOLDIERS WITH ST. GEORGE'S CROSSES
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@00 Ndenn@)8ss, 5@ 335930 gosbabzgzo dsbsens, dobmo gsdmaamas. botzbgoemalgsb 0630 odsmo dgdbgwzsy,
boambo bobbemobgsb OBQ}JBJ. 000, mogan 3d033@ s Moo gdgo&f] 333@0, 3086(0@ Hgmg))o 338(*)53@() 356031)
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3930 9936b9bo, oddds bjmsp gedmsbbs d@maommdosb. g3swsb3935 Hg3edysddo — 3o H3bx3Ss.

Lots of inconveniences, not enough dressings, we have run out of bandages. One feels ashamed to look at people bleeding to
death; the one that had been shot in the head heavily, lost his senses, he is pushing his neighbor unconsciously, making him
suffer even more. ...At one of the stations we were given some bandages. As | unbandaged his wound the pus sprang out of it
in a thick stream. Dressing in wagons is real drudgery.
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THE BRIDGE ON VERON SHAKHE, FISHING, DOCTOR OLEINIKOV AND SISTER OF CHARITY NINO JORJADZE

3 0sb3560. 3669b@700. byemoddo 6sdmgz9605 mam@ybdyGgal 3Gobizab dsps@gdyma. 3Gmabio mz0mERYmO RO%OS-
bss, mnd3s dgbod3bgdn msbdndwgztmao s93b. 39360 0yz0ts omEImen gsbymanegdsdn. 3sbmbadl dob g0mb3589
- 7396350 3934Om30567" d;mszsto godo ms6gdbol @ dmemosb: obnbo dspemmdgb baemdbogal ymEsomadnsbo
“dm3yimdoborgol”. Gemgmez d9dwgmd gsodsgs, bEymosw bsdomnbdommb sddmdwbyb: “s6 339439396, dnddoemom
8353390 "

3 January. | am returning. Prince Orenburg’s train overtook ours in Selim. The prince is a whip-cracker — and a yeller, although
he always gives practical advice. He made a lot of fuss in the Turkish division. The answer to his question: “Are you being

treated well?” is translated by the head physician from Turkish as:” they are grateful for he Tsar to have shown auch ‘care’.
As it turned out later, they were saying absolutely different things like: “they don't give us food, they make us starve to death”.
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ON THE WAY TO TAPAN

gm0 o960l domgds@mds bagsensanms. s19696ma bodobdnma. 666-s0g0em0sb ysdscdyddn, 3nbdmo 1000
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The wounded Turks are in a disastrous state. Unimaginable dirt. The evacuation point accommodates 1000 Russian wounded
soldiers in barracks that are intended for 666 people, and now there are 2000. There aren’t enough supplies for such number
of wounded people. The Turks can’t even dream of food. They can’t get even boiled water. A Turkish soldier would crawl out,
make a snowball and suck it all day.
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GIUM-BAD, WATERFALL
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398m@b7b. 3ndob 3dmE0ggmdé@o s 45 3530 dm330s, @MYl 62! dsor sdemg396 MGl JmbGy dmbsGdmen egsl.
©5 356856mbmBss. %96 9b 9Emo, dsma 39d-bsbeagzo 396 0638l b Jmbb s y39amsb odobygmos o730,
d)mE3 — gobs 69bos nyzgmem30b 0dob &d93s, Babsy Bammagos 33mdsenszo.

...After the Prince’s rage they started to feed the wounded Turks. The situation did not get any better, dozens of soldiers were
dying. Yesterday, during my shift, 45 people died and today 62!. They are given porridge with lard. It’s really barbaric. First

of all, their stomachs cannot digest the lard and everybody is down with dysentery and then how can you feed prisoners with
the food that is forbidden by their religion?
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5 053b560. dodabs@ymdl 86mdmengdo. h3960 %s@7d0 300M37b bsBnysdndab dEmdmengdabsl Esmdmdacmo 3mBozo-
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9600 330688 36 3o3dmdsGrzem0. dydab 36 3390tm)396. bmgng® 0y dmzsi39996 bobzsze@ bazganda s@gmen mogsb.
5 January. The battles are going on. Our troops are trying to regain their positions they had during Sarikamish battles. Our
flat was occupied by headquarters and we are in terrible conditions; 9 people sleeping in a small room. They don't give us a

batman, Sisters have to clean and do the washing by themselves. We are freezing; there has been no heating for a week. They
don’t give us any wood for heating, only some hay mixed with manure, instead.
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10 January. We do not change the bed sheets for the wounded unless they are badly torn or too filthy. We were cadging for
shirts for a long time, but did not get any. And here one of the functionaries said: “I do have 1000 shirts, but | don’t know
under which article they fall”. Paper kills all that’s alive, doesn’t allow one to do the job.
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BUGLANGECIDI PASS. 12 AUGUST, 1916. INSCRIPTION ON A PHOTO: “TO HEALERS FROM DESTROYERS”
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33399mb. @@9b sd@omydo 3330933690 bsbogs@yma dsdsmdmabzgb. 9390dymxdh bs@amabogob shise-
89b. ddodg sdmoemgdo bagsggéom dm3ysgo.

14 January. A Turkish man was brought into the dressing room; we removed the bandage from his leg. But there was no flesh
on his shin, only the bare bones were sticking out. He had frostbite on the leg, but there is nobody who can amputate his leg.

Today the wounded were evacuated to the sanitary train. The patients are hurriedly given dinner. Heavily wounded ones are
brought in on stretchers.
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ENGLISH ARMORED MOTOR TRANSPORT TROOPS, 1916
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...l 'am going on a two-wheeled cart together with Doctor §S. (to look for my mattress). Travelling in a sanitary cart is not a
pleasant trip: a huge, foolish cart is too sensitive to bumpy road and is constantly hitting holes and ditches.
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REGIMENT OF ENGLISH OFFICERS. JULY, 1916
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So it’s rather difficult to sit in it. To keep balance you should be half hanging, clutching onto the edge of the cart. You're
watching vigilantly not to be trapped in the ocean of mud which Sarikamish is so rich with. Finally you get used to it and it
even seems to be fun.
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CANNON BROUGHT FROM KURUM DAG. AUGUST, 1916
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15 January. Typhoid fever is in rife here. Hospitals do not admit the patients with this disease, the stations and kitchens are
not adjusted to patients and consequently, the sick person has nothing to eat for weeks. Passing the wards you hear groans of
disapproval from patients. Please help us! Sister, how can we die like this, give us at least some medicine!
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At tea | am talking about the case of typhoid fever. The head physician replies rudely: Who said this? It seems the chiefs can’t
stand hearing what they don’t want to. There must not be any typhus fever, that’s all! You should hold your tongue. The station

is full of infected people but there is not enough room. Petroleum producers have arrived from City Union. They want to show
what they can do but they don't want to take the sick people, only the wounded.
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War is always about heroic deeds, heavy wounds, and here are the sick! Everybody shuns sick people, while they are in
a heavier state, suffering more than others, but for some reasons they are considered to be off-stage. Neither the arrived
hospitals nor trains and even Sisters want to take the sick people with them. Everybody wants the wounded! As if they are a
piece of a tasty cake.
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General B. arrived. How many chiefs are there?! The buildings are being swept, the roads sanded. Now the meetings will start
again for the serious, important cause of rendering the aid to patients; these meetings are like comic operas. They just act with
words. People are dying like flies. There are often cases of derangement.
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17 January. Finally the headquarters is moving off. We will occupy our own building. To our surprise, not only have they been

using our things all this time, but now, when leaving, they have taken things with them. What people! Daylight robbery. And
this is the headquarters of the 2nd Turkish corpse.
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18 January. Today the investigator arrived. He is interrogating physicians and Sisters about the retreat. That day all the
leadership was hiding. Now they have come out giving commands; everybody requires reports...
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In my opinion it was not appropriate to retreat during the battles. The moral duty of each physician is to be in the right place

where they are needed. But this is only a moral task, which is up to each person whether to fulfill it or not. The court cannot
oblige the physician in the support area to work at the frontline, it’s up to their good will to stay there.
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Most of our physicians are civilians drafted into the army. In the beginning they had no conformity with military spirit. It
seemed strange that honor and respect were determined by the number of bands. They were nervous and could not work. But
towards the end they got used to it and worked well. And no reproaches were heard from the head physician like - “hands in
pockets”, dear doctors? This is no good!

129



19

=SSy

dd60330, 1916 6.
THE KURDS, 1916

©)60b d9bsbgs sdwybl EsmB9b s M3s635m3896 - 393b oy 9@ badgagdgamo dso ymabsl mddn? dgz913009080 do-
gdgﬁdJmBL']Q)o 3094M S 30@3(0383 dsmn bsg®orm 30553(050, (0003 33603@300750 bgqoadggobb@m5@o, OB
dmbgamadob @ babzms gssbyzoms. dowsw b0bs 3mbogngdty @gdab gogbszbs ybstggdanms, dso bsjdyl of
Boerdsmgd00 sbm@ogmgd9b bsbog&ydo.

There are a lot of discussions and arguments about how useful the Sisters are in the war. I'll try to be unbiased and say about
their overall disposition, what made the majority of them go to the war as Sisters of Mercy. It is useless to send Sisters to the
very advanced positions as the orderly men successtully do their job there.
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For example, it is difficult for a nurse to shoulder the wounded or sometimes it's physically impossible. But at the refreshment
station the presence of a Sister is quite desirable and of course in hospitals it is indispensible. Most Sisters, those whom [ have

come across, were volunteers. They worked very conscientiously. The usefulness of their job is undeniable. It is a shame to
think of them as just of decorations of the war!
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Part of these girls are those who had jobs in peaceful time and earned their living to have some extra money in their pockets.
And now instead of monotonous tapping on “Remington” or rushing to private lessons, new horizons have opened up for

them, a new life, new impressions! Married Sisters also belong to this category, who probably want to escape from their boring
routine.
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Sometimes you can come across Sisters who are adventurers. They are not even worth mentioning, such types of women are
... everywhere. Fortunately, they are only a few. Chiefs of divisions and corpse are inviting them to dinner, sending slecges for

them, giving them a ride, having fun, Champaign! They are surrounded with such attention that they have never dreamt of in
peaceful time . It’s all very tempting and so let’s be lenient.
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Sister of Charity... sounds so beautiful! Most of them have quite a conscientious attitude to that great mission that they have
been assigned for... How much caring these Sisters are, how much love and tenderness there is in their hands. How nicely they
look by the patient’s bed, with such determination and desire to help people in need... ... Such a wonderful type of Sister is
really necessary and useful in the army.
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January, 1915. A soldier from Mengrelia is dying on my hands. He talks a lot about life after death, the God! He can see the
salvation on the verge of death. He could defeat the horror of death! He made me feel the greatest unity of the world: our

soul must be freed from cruelty and should warm whoever approaches it. Sufferings make us more spiritual and carry us away
from our mortal life...
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20 January. | am feeling unwell. High temperature, | wonder if it is typhoid! And | am on duty today!
30 January. Yes, that's typhoid, epidemic typhus!
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Three months of the war:

The Germans wanted that Turks got involved in the war to move the regular army to the Caucasus forefront. It was important
for them to ease their position in the main front of the European war. In the beginning there were battles at Kepri-Kay (on the
way to Erzurum).
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By that time the Turks had already sustained great losses but these insignificant battles did not satisfy the Germans, as they
needed a stronger attack of the Turkish army to draw away a larger part of the Russian troops... The Germans helped Enver-

Pasha to work out the plan of the attack. The plan was excellent... The Turks waged a successful battle. Enver reached the
Upper Sarikamish.
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...The 10th corps reached Sarikamish, and started the battle with our troops. Here the Russian troops stopped the Turkish
attack and gained a victory. But how come that the Turks occurred in Sarikamish? The near-boarder territory of Caucasus
is quite a wild, mountainous area. The Bardos pass through which the Turks went is considered so inapproachable that the
Russians did not consider it necessary to protect this part...
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... Turkish corps managed to go through the places which the Russians thought that a soldier would not pass through. The Turks
made a move to Sarikamish. The first to notice them were frontier guards when they were already in a verst from Sarikamish.
The Turks went through a hard pass and had to pay heavy price for that. Most of them got frozen. On 12 December they
appeared at the edge of the mountain over Sarikamish. That night we were facing a sure death...
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... We knew about the actions of the Turkish army, everybody was sure that we would be impaled. The head physician was
swearing that he would first shoot all Sisters and then kill himself. Meanwhile the day and a night passed but they were still
nowhere to be seen. Fierce battles were going on. But what was the matter? Later we learned that our cannon had abashed
them...
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...The patrolmen or cross-bearers, as we call them, were fighting with great valor. They rescued Sarikamish. For two days they
resisted the Turks” onslaught until the help came. All the honor goes to them... The Turks were defeated. The commander of

the 9th corps Ismail Pasha was taken the prisoner, as well as many officers and soldiers... | will never forget a soldier who ran
up to me during the battle: his eyes fiery, full of faith, saying: “Sister, please, dress my wound quickly, I need to go back”.
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He had a wound in his side, I dressed him hurriedly and he, grabbing his gun, rushed back to the battlefield. It is hard to
understand, but you can feel that he’s driven by some supreme power... Creat thing is battle! A man appears in all his glory
and greatness of spirit! Rejecting all the private things in the name of something supreme...
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