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Short histories of the monuments from the Borjomi Gorge are given in the
guidebook. Each monument is supplied with complete bibliography that is of big
assistance to scholars working on monuments of material culture from the Borjomi
Gorge. The guidebook has a certain scholarly value since significant issues of the
Georgian historiography have been made more precise, e.g. localization of the
Kviriketsmida Monastery mentioned in the “Life of Grigol Khantsteli” was
resolved; graffiti from Potoleti church and unknown inscriptions from different
churches revealed during the field work are first time published.

The guidebook will benefit to representatives from various segments of
science (researchers, scholars, postgraduate students, masters, university students,
etc.), workers of culture, tourists and all interested in history of the Borjomi Gorge
and of its material culture monuments.
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Introduction

Historical Tori, nowadays Borjomi region, comprised
three principal areas: a) both embankments of the river Mtkvari
Gorge from Tashiskari up to Dviri, b) Gujareti, and c)
Shavtskala, i.e. the Sadgeri Gorge.

The guidebook is structured in conformity with the
above-mentioned territorial division. First are described
architectural monuments of the Borjomi Gorge starting from
Tashiskari as far as to Slesistsike. Next are overviewed
churches and fortresses of the Gujareti Gorge, and finally
architectural monuments of the Shavtskala Gorge. Available
knowledge about monuments of material culture of the
Borjomi Gorge is summarized in the guidebook. A separate
chapter is dedicated to each architectural monument, including
complete bibliography.

This type of structuring will assist scholars, as well as
all interested individuals, to search for each entry about
architectural monuments of the region effectively and swiftly.
Color photos of the architectural monuments of the Borjomi
Gorge are appended to the end of the text. Each photo is
supplied with bilingual annotation in Georgian and English.
Color map of the region under consideration is found on the
front and back covers of the guidebook. Each church and
fortress in the map is shown by conventional marks. The map
also shows hotels and petrol stations along the route in the
gorge.

The guidebook is expected to be very resourceful to
tourists visiting the gorge. It will assist in furthering tourism
within the region, which is one of the most important resort
areas.

A scholarly approach is one of the benefits of the
guidebook. A number of inscriptions unknown to the
scholarship was revealed in a process of expeditions launched



for the purpose of collecting materials for the guidebook. Apart
from that, incorrect readings of certain inscriptions were
identified and corrected. Inscriptions on the cist lead, which
was discovered in 2008, were first time read and studied by
me. Textological, historical and source study methods were
used in a process of conducting the research. Based on the
inscription found on an antefix from the Chitakhevi Church, I
have localized Kviriketsmida Monastery. 1 justly identify it
with a monastic complex known under the name of
Kviriketsminda, located opposite the village of Qvabiskhevi.
Apart from that, I found a letter of special importance in the
archives of Eqvtime Takaishvili. It concerns intentional
destruction of epigraphic monuments in Sadgeri and
Chitakhevi churches in the times when the Romanovs governed
in Borjomi. These unknown epigraphic monuments and archive
materials are appended to the end of the text in a form of
articles.

Short histories of the monuments from the Borjomi
Gorge are given in the guidebook. Each monument is supplied
with complete bibliography that is of big assistance to scholars
working on monuments of material culture from the Borjomi
Gorge. The guidebook has a certain scholarly value since
significant issues of the Georgian historiography have been
made more precise, e.g. localization of the Kviriketsmida
Monastery mentioned in the “Life of Grigol Khantsteli” was
resolved; graffiti from Potoleti church and unknown
inscriptions from different churches revealed during the field
work are first time published.

The guidebook will benefit to scholars, students,
postgraduate students, tourists and all interested in history of
the monuments of material culture from the Borjomi Gorge.
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Appendix 1

Tamaz Gogoladze, Irakli Gelashvili, Nini Kharshiladze
Graffiti from the Potoleti Church and their Analysis by
Means of
Historical and Source Study Methods

Summary

Several opinions have been circulating among Georgian
scholars about location of the Kviriketsmida Monastery until
now. Based on historical-geographical and architectural
analysis, certain scholars (D. Khoshtaria) identified
Kviriketsmida with Potoleti church.

In a course of archaeological excavations of the
monastery in 2008, a cist was unearthed within the north
cloister, to the west of the prothesis. Seven graffiti in mixed
nuskhuri and mkhedruli scripts were found on the cist lead-
tombstone. In spring and summer 2014 we have visited the site
several times with the purpose of studying these inscriptions.
We have made paleographic copies of the graffiti and have
photographed them. In situ study of the graffiti has shown that
by content they belong to supplication inscriptions. Based on
paleographic peculiarities, we have dated the graffiti to the
11th century.

Supplications found in the fifth and sixth inscriptions
out of the seven graffiti on the cist lead are addressed to St.
George. This fact contradicts to identification of Kviriketsmida
with Potoleti church (D. Khoshtaria) accepted by Georgian
scholars lately. On the contrary, the both above-mentioned
inscriptions indicate that the Potoleti church was a branch of
St. George Monastery. Otherwise, individuals mentioned in the
inscriptions would have asked for assistance from St. Kvirike.
But as we have noted above, their supplications are addressed
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to St. George. It is hard to believe that the name of the
monastery built in the 9th c. - first half of the 10th century, by
the 11th century was already forgotten.

In spite of the fact that the unearthed slab with graffiti
was used as a tombstone, we consider it a secondary use stone,
because it is hard to believe that the 11th-century graffiti on a
tombstone could have survived till now. We are not aware of
such cases in the Georgian epigraphy. On the other hand,
supplication inscriptions were often scratched on exterior and
interior walls of churches. We have examined walls of the
Potoleti church and found out that the stones similar to the
tombstone under consideration are abundantly used in the
masonry of the church interior. Based on this, we consider that
initially the slab with graffiti was a part of the church interior
decoration.

Thus, based on the analysis of graffiti from Potoleti
church we have refuted consideration about identification of
Kviriketsmida with Potoleti church (D. Khoshtaria) accepted
by Georgian scholars lately.
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Appendix 2
Tamaz Gogoladze
Antefix Inscription from the Chitakhevi Church (Green
Monastery) with the Mention of St. George, and its
Significance for Localization of Kviriketsmida
Mentioned in the “Life of St. Grigol of Khandzta”

Summary

Several opinions have been circulating among Georgian
scholars about location of the Kviriketsmida Monastery
mentioned in the “Life of Grigol of Khandzta.” One set of
scholars (P. Ingorokva, S. Jigia) linked Kviriketsmida founded
by Qristepore with the village of Kopadze, within the sector of
the village of Sakuneti. Second set of scholars (S. Makalatia,
N. Berdzenishvili, G. Zedginidze, D. Berdzenishvili and V.
Abuladze) considered that the monastery was located near the
village of Dviri. Art historian R. Mepisashvili based her
consideration on the result of architectural analysis, and
identified Kviriketsmida with Chitakhevi Monastery, whereas
D. Khoshtaria identified it with Potoleti Church, taking into
consideration results of historic geographical and architectural
analysis.

Consideration of Pavle Ingorokva about identification of
Kviriketsmida with Sakuneti sector was trialed by Rusudan
Mepisashvili and was refuted. Our studies of the graffiti from
Potoleti have shown that Potoleti church, which dates to the 9th
c. - first half of the 10th c., was consecrated to St. George.
Therefore, D. Khoshtaria’s consideration proposed lately,
suggesting identification of Kbviriketsmida with Potoleti
Church, has lost bases. Taking the above into consideration,
two opinions concerning the location remained valid:
according to one set of scholars (S. Makalatia, N.
Berdzenishvili, G. Zedginidze, D. Berdzenishvili and V.

182



Abuladze), the monastery of Kviriketsmida founded by
Qristepore was to be identified with the complex located
opposite Kvabiskhevi, and according to Rusudan Mepisashvili,
Kviriketsmida built by Qristepore was to be identified with
Chitakhevi Church.

In 2012, during land clearing in the monastery, an antefix
was found with an asomtavruli inscription, which mentions St.
George. The Georgian historiography is aware of two antefixes
with images of St. George (from the village of Quntsa,
Aspindza region, and the village of Zemo Meskheti, Tskaltubo
region). The antefix from Potoleti is the sole example among
the available ones with the mention of St. George.

The fact of mentioning St. George on Chitakhevi
antefix is a valid argument to claim that the church was
consecrated to St. George. Based on the above-mentioned
inscription we can convincingly argue that initially the church
was dedicated to St. George. As it was already mentioned,
based on architectural peculiarities it is considered that the
church dates to the 9th-10th cc. Therefore we can claim that in
the 9th-10th cc. the Potoleti church was dedicated to St.
George.

After all, only the consideration of the second set of
scholars (S. Makalatia, N. Berdzenishvili, G. Zedginidze, D.
Berdzenishvili and V. Abuladze), according to which
Kviriketsmida must be identified with the complex opposite
Qvabiskhevi, remains valid.

I take into consideration graffiti from Potoleti Church,
focus my attention on the inscription on the antefix from
Chitakhevi  Church, take into consideration Giorgi
Zedginidze’s opinion about localization of Kviriketsmida,
which he bases on narrative sources, and claim that the
problem associated with localization of Kviriketsmida is finally
solved. Based on the epigraphical evidences mention above,
Kviriketsmida built by Qristepore, the monastery mentioned in
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the ,,Life of Grigol of Khandzta®, must be identified with the

monastery complex of Kbviriketsmida located opposite
Qvabiskhebi. A date the Kviriketsmida to the 840s, like the
Nedzvi church.
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Appendix 3
Tamaz Gogoladze

An Account of Interest from the Private Archives of
Eqvtime Tagqaishvili about Sadgeri and Chitakhevi
Churches

As it is known, in the 15th-16th centuries the feudal
family of the Avalishvilis gained influence and power in Tory
region (nowadays Borjomi Gorge). Sadgeri church of St.
George was the center, as well as the burial church of these
feudal lords. The surviving tombstones found in the church
court belong to ecclesiastics and range in date from the 19th to
20th centuries. A question arises: if in the 15th and 16th
centuries Sadgeri was the center and burial church of the
Avalishvilies’ feudal family, why did not the tombs of the
family representatives survive? The answer can be found in a
letter preserved in the private archives of Eqvtime Tagaishvili
(1863-1953) under the number 1983. The following is
mentioned in the accompanying note: “This is how were the
Georgian architectural monuments, churches and monasteries
destructed during the Tsarism not only in remote regions, but
even in the areas like the Borjomi Gorge, which was the
property of the Great Duke Mikhail Nikolaevich and later on of
Nikolai Mikhailovich, his son. A letter written by Vasili
Taganashvili, a postman from Akhaltsikhe, shows how the
history was wiped out. The letter was written by him in June
1911 and was addressed to me.”

Here follows the complete text of the letter:
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3.%.

What a disaster on our heads? What a misfortune has
brought a croaking black raven? What do they want from a
handful of people?... What have we done wrong or what is to
be divided between us? That’s the point 8.%. On 25 of this
month I was visiting Borjomi. I went to the spa park for
strolling. This is what did I see there. Steward of the Great
Duke had invited an archaeologist from Moscow, who had
excavated graves of our ancestors in the village of Sadgeri.
From there they have removed carved tombstones and bones.
After that they have visited the Mtsvane Monastery at a
distance of 9 versts from Borjomi, and have taken a large
plaque off the wall. The plaque bears images of Georgian
princes and is accompanied by an inscription in Georgian
khutsuri script. They have transported it to the spa park. It still
lies there. I have heard that they are going to take it to Russia.
They also intend to excavate ancient fortresses and towers.
Nobody can contradict them; moreover they are accompanied
by police-officer and constables. They claim that this is the
Great Duke’s estate, therefore they can act as they see fit. We
don’t see the way out and await for your assistance.

Looking forward to your prompt reply.

Written by postman from Akhaltsikhe

Vasili E. Taganashvili

25.V1.1911. Akhaltsikhe
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My address is as follows:
r. Axanmmxe
mour. Teja. KoHropa B . E. Taranamsunu

After receiving this message, I sent a letter on behalf of
the Georgian Society for History and Ethnography to the Great
Duke and asked him to forbid his officials to act in this way. In
his reply sent through Prince Mukhranski, the Great Duke
wrote that he was not aware of the above actions, and that he
had issued a strict order forbidding his officials to act in the
same way” (Eqvtime Taqaishvili, Ne1983).

As we learn from the letter, Vasil Taganashvili, a
postman from Akhaltiskhe, informed Eqvtime Taqaishvili
about the poor state of Sadgeri and Chitakhevi monasteries.
According to him, the ruler of Borjomi had invited an
archaeologist from Moscow and had taken him to Sadgeri.
From there they have removed carved gravestones and bones
of the Avalishvilies. Based on the above letter, it is possible to
state that till 1911 tombstones of the members of the
Avalishvilies’ feudal family lay in the courtyard of the Sadgeri
church. In 1911 these carvings were removed from the site and
transported to the spa park of Borjomi. This is the reason for
the lack of the Avalishvilies’ tombstones in the court of
Sadgeri church.

We also learn from the letter that after finalizing work at
Sadgeri, they have moved on to Mitsvane (Chitakhevi)
Monastery from the wall of which they had taken off a large
plaque with images of Georgian princes, accompanied by an
inscription in asomtavruli script. The plaque and carvings were
transported to the spa park in Borjomi.

According to Vasil Taganashvili, the above-mentioned
individuals intended to transport the artifacts to Moscow. Vasil
Taganashvili asked for Eqvtime Taqaishvili’s assistance. The
latter had written a letter to Romanov, who had replied him
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through certain Mukhranski stating that he was unaware of
these actions of his officials.

At the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th
century, a number of foreign travelers have visited Borjomi.
Taking this into consideration, I attempted to search for copies
or notes concerning the inscriptions in diaries. To accomplish
this task I worked at the Museum of local lore, history and
economy, though did not find there anything of interest.

Thus, the above archive document contains important
accounts about inscriptions of Sadgeri and Chitakhevi
churches, which unfortunately vanished as a result of rivalry
between members of the Royal family of the Romanovs and of
the feudal house of the Avalishvilies.
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1. .)’b«bQ?QébO’lJ GOBS 'baggo ﬁ&)QDQm-.}QBmL&SQamOQ\)OG
The fortress of Akhaldaba. The view from north-east.

2. geommmgmol gimgbos. bgoo Lsdbemgn-esbsgmgmonsd
Potoleti Church. The view from south-west.
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4. 133l (30bg. 00151; Bos Logesy
The Fortress of Samistsikhe. Courtyard of the fortress.
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5. é3gmal 03%0oliddmdemol Labgemmdals ggeglos. bgoo Lsdb@gmawsb
Rveli Church of the Mother of God. The view from south.

6. bgt‘rolﬂsogn\)t‘)boh adc;(»a'lso. bgwo LsdbOgm-sdmbsgmgmopsb
The church of Beris-Sakdrebi. The view from south-east.
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7. 9308000
303565639 bols
23egbos. Bgeo Lsdbego-
3smmbsgemgmnosh

Kvibisi church of
Archangels. The view
from south-east.

8. y43030bol {dops z0omEaols
Lobgmemdals ggemglos. bgwo
Lsdbegmowsb
Kvibisi church of St.
George. The view from
south.

9.1851 {emol Jsobmlom
338em0ldgomols Lsgensgols
Jaob gdoBegos
1851. The epitaph of
Qaikhosro Avalisshvili.
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10. 358mmgsbols §Boes gocmdaol Lebgermmdal g3mglos. Bgro @slsgmgmowsb
Vashlovani church of St. George. The view from west.

1. 3mgosls Gob{]. Lsgtom bgwo
The fortress of Gogia. General view.
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3989l 30by. bgro
Ladbegor-sbsgmagmowsh
The fortress of Peter. The

view from south-west.

13, mogsbols @3cmols-
33cdmals Labgmmdols ¢

9g2gbos. bgzo
Ladbegomoesh

Likani church of the
Mother of God. The
view from south

14. XVI Vsmgabols 40-0560
Gemgdo. ogsbols Lsdegzmmls
JoB3800 83303300l s
dobo 01s65953bM0L, dggqm
99530L sligemols 0sdstrols
1s3896g0me Foorgs
1540s. Construction
inscription on the belfry of
Likani, with the mention of
Qishva Davalishvili and
Tamar, his spouse, daughter
of the king of kings.
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15 ﬁomobgao adg{?a’bo.} (8%’3.563 3("75&1}@86)0). bag\)o hoabﬁ)gm-oggamhogamng\)&;
Chitakhevi church (Green Monastery). The view from south-east.

16. Bomsbggzol ggemgbool s6@gx0dlol J30l sbmdmsgaamo Fedfgds §dows
300630l dmbligbogdom
Antefix with inscription in asomtavruli script, mentioning St. George.
Chitakhevi church.
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17. b39fol {3oms gomegals Lsbgmedols gzemglos. bgoo Lsdbegmowsb
Khvetsi church of St. George. The view from south.

18.  Fmdalbgzol ds;3bmztol Lsbgemmdals @edsta. bgwo hoabéam-;gohoaqgmoggoﬁ
Chobiskhevi church of the Saviour. The view from south-west.
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19. Fm3alibgzol (30b9-3mB30. bgwo Roaenm-wslsgemgmawsb
The tower of Tchobiskhevi. The view from north-west.

20. 3306536093001 g3eqlos. bgoo Lsdbegm-esbsgmgmonst
Church of St. Thomas. The view from south-west.
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21, 330603973000l g3mglos. Lsgn@abggmols dbsggmemds
Church of Kviriketsmida. Wall painting in the sanctuary.

22. ©3060l dmsgzs®ebagmebols Lsbgmedol g3mglos. bgoo Lsdbego-
3smmbsgemgmosh
Dviri church of Archangel. The view from south-west.
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23. ©gz060l (3060l 6s63693980. Bgeo AOomemgmopst
Ruins of the Dviri Fortress. The view from north.

24. 439809301 ©@3H001d8mdemols Labgemmdals ggeqlos. bgoo Lsdbege-

sbsgmagmnosh
Qvabiskhevi church of the Mother of God. The view from south-west.
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25, J3980lbg30l g3eglool Ledbmgmo bsgol 3bs@B36mds Bmms s osols
339m s bymagdoo
Portraits of Shota and Iay, the wall painting in south nave of Qvabiskhevi
church.

26. Bmosl @s osols ggdfgdmmo Fodfgds Jgedolibgzol ggmgboowst
Fresco inscription of Shota and lay from Qvabiskhevi church.
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27. 3erenerbsbsls (30bals bsbadgz0. bgoo Lsdbégmowsb

Ruins of the Molozana Fortress. The view from south.
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28. @gdcmmol (30b9. bgwo Lsdbegm-slsgemgmowsh
The fortress of Demotistsikhe. The view from south-west.
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29. auxcobbgzol giemglos. bgwo Lsdbergm-smdmbsgmgmoest
Gujriskhevi church. The view from south-east.

30. LsgoMol Lsbsgemsmls 33&3001; bogn®oabgzmols A%BOQ
Chancel apse. Cemetery church of Sakire
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31. héﬂf{)ﬁ)ﬂ(‘iédo’l} UJQUBO«S. BSQO haabﬁam-ggﬂm;}g@{]mogaﬁ
Sakdrivake church. The view from south-west.

32. @odéob BOQo 300630l Lsbgmmdol g3emglos. bgoo Lsdb&gom-

slsgmmgmowsb
Tadzrisi church of the Mother of God. The view from south-west.

209



33, Lsgodol (30bg. bgoo Lsdbegmowsb
The fortress of Sakiristsikhe. The view from south.

34. Leoglbols (30bg. bgoo @sbsgmgmowsb
The fortress of Slesistsikhe. The view from west.
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. %’ogg@n SJQ’I""" 3;30 ﬁﬁgggm-;gakaacg{]wo;g;\ﬁ
Red church. The view from north-west.
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36. gxs®gool (ows Gogmmmbol Labgemmdal giegbos. bgoo Lsdbmgm-
303 bsgmmgmowsb

Gujareti church of St. Nicholas. The view from south-east.
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37. Qoﬁ@ﬂﬁoh odaﬁm. bgeo ;golso(ggmam;goﬁ
Ghinturi church. The view from west.

38, ©36%00olid8mdmols g3emglos. bgwo Lsdbego-smdmbsgemgmanst
Church of the Mother of God. The view from south-east.
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41.

39. 3sgs&{gmols
g2gbos. byzo
Beogme-
sbsgmagmnosb
Macharistskali
church. The view
from north-west.

Lacdogemsls (30bg.
Lsgtom bgwo
The fortress of
Sarbiela. General
view.

40. 0cgsbgl 7(36md0 Ls-
3969890 6s39F60
GooFgms dsgoer-

ol ggegboogsb
Unknown suppli-

cation inscription by
Tovane from Ma-
chartskali church.




42. $odmmglgdbols
03600138mdgmols
g2gbos. byzo
Beogmmgmowsb
Timotesubani
church of the
Mother of God. The
view from north.

43. $odmmglindbols
(3o 13619l
Labgmmdals
9gqbos. Byeo
Ladbegomosh
Timotesubani
church of St.
Barbara. The view
from south.

44. XII-XII b, Bsgogs
960lnsgo-
960bnsgols Fodfgms
$odmmglgdbols
(3os ds68s¢19L
g2gboosh
XII-XIII c. Inscrip-
tion by Eristavt-
Eristavi Shalva from
Timotesubani
church of St.
Barbara.
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45.‘ U%EQ&GOGDB Oﬂba BUQ\)O ﬁ&)QDQ(’)'AQB(’)’L‘AZ}QU(DOQQE
The fortress of Uznariani. The view from north-east.

46. 3b90s3bgl (Boms gomezals obaqm&oh Bodstrn. Bgoo Lsdbégmowsh
Mzetamze church of St. George. The view from south.
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47. sdols (s gocmdaol Lsbgermmdal g3mglos. Bgeo Admome-psbsgmgmnawsh
Daba church of St. George. The view from north-west.

48. 1333 §. gomtégols 36 (gobgomals (1318-1346 (f.) dmeostrigornbglols
Lsdgbgdemm Foorfgds @sdol g3magloowsb
Construction inscription by Molaretukhutsesi of king Giorgi V the Brilliant
(1318-1346). Daba church.
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49. Lawagmals %’3;3.) 300630l boag:rmbn)i: Udé{]h“"' byeo ls;)bﬁam-

3smdmbsgemgmosh
Sadgeri church of St. George. The view from south-east.

50. (3obolxa®al (30by ©s ggeegbos
The Fortress and church of Tsikhisjvari
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51, oméals (Bops aomezols giemglios. bgoo Lsdbmgm-smdmlisgmgmowst
Tori church of St. George. The view from south-east.
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