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he way of my life has not been connected

with the arts. My father, who immensely
loved literature and arts (and in spite of the fact
that his wife's brother, Shota Kupreishvi was a
painter) he still advised me to study at the Ag-
ricultural Institute. He told me: “Thus you will
be able to step on stiffer soil and only after you
can think of arts” But It was unbearable for me
to stay even for a year at the Institute. | withdrew
my documents secretly and went to the Acad-
emy of Arts. My father heard about this only
when | was moving to the third course: Since
then I've never left this great hearth of Arts. My
pedagogues were Sergo Kobuladze, Shota Mi-
katadze, Vasil Shukhaev, Giorgi Jashi, Davit Tsit-
sishvili. They taught me to draw, sculpture, com-
position. Sergo Kobuladze was not lavish with
praises, but when he used to slightly screw up
his eyes and thus started to look at the students’
work, we were immensely glad, knowing that
this was a chary, but true sign of approval of our
experiments.

An excellent team had been issued during my
times by the Academy of Arts, - Merab Berdzen-
ishvili, Leonardo Shengelaia, Boris Tsabadze, Le-
van Mkheidze, Gogi Totbadze, Mito Khakhutash-
vili, Givi Kandareli; Which one can be amed.

At present | am teaching to paint at this, re-
ally glorious establishment and am trying my
best to direct the gifted young people towards
the right way and simultaneously, to form them
as deserved citizens. | think that the labor ren-
dered by me were not in vain, so as | trained the
pupils to be lovers of arts, nature, a man and the
mother-land.

GURAM DOLIDZE
Professor of the department of painting,
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Rostom Dolidze’s with sons
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y great grandfather Samson Dolidze was

born in the seventies of the 19" century.
He lived and worked in Poti together with his
wife Gaiane Tsintsadze and his children. Grand-
dad Samson was a railway man and he took an
active part in public activities of the town.

His big family couldn’t escape all the tragic
events that had befallen Georgia. Time after time
his sons were arrested, exiled and executed. At
last at the age of nearly 70, granddad Samson
was also arrested and exiled and we haven't
heard of him since then.

Samson’s sons were educated in Thilisi.

The eldest son Prokophy was a non-commis-
sioned officer of cavalry in Kutaisi. Prokophy was
the first to be arrested and we haven't heard of
him since then either.

Other brother Nikoloz Dolidze, an engineer
by profession, was arrested in 1922 by mistake in
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Gaiane Tsintsadze

the place of his own brother Grigol. Grigol was a
federalist. Following this event, he emigrated to
quite a few countries in Europe and lived there
as well. Grigol concluded his travelling in the
Czech Republic where he married and had a
daughter named Nino Dolidze.

For many years, Nikoloz couldn’t get in touch
with his other family members who remained in
Georgia. During the fifties, Nikoloz sent his first
letter to his family. Little by little his relations
with sisters and only survived brother, Andro
Dolidze were restored.

Inthe eighties Nikoloz grand daughter-young
Gaiane was a guest in our home. | remember |
had asked her“What granddad Nikoloz had died
from?” and she replied “Nostalgia” | was amazed
and couldn’t imagine dying from nostalgia. “He
smoked three packs of cigarettes a day and was
always sad” - added my cousin.
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Nikoloz Dolidze with family and sister
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Samson’s third son Gabriel Dolidze shared his
brother’s fate. He didn’t escape arrest and exile
either. It has known nothing of him since then.

The fourth son Gabriel Dolidze was a feder-
alist and an engineer by profession. Like broth-
ers he was arrested in 1922 and was exiled to
Kazakhstan, Chimkent, where he worked as a
teacher and got married to an exiled woman and
begot a daughter Gaiane. Later Gaiane became
a soloist of Thilisi Opera and Ballet State Theatre.

In the thirties Grigol was arrested and, as far
as | know, finally he was shot.

My grandfather Andro Dolidze, Samson’s fifth
son, turned out the fifth member from the fam-
ily who wasn't subjected to Stalin’s repressions.
In 1928 he married Tamar Kuprashvili and two
children Guram and Tsitsana had been born to
them.

Besides sons, granddad Samson had two
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Guram'’s mother Tamara Kuprashvili

daughters -Mariam and Lola, who lived in Thilisi
and had traditional Georgian families.

The story | have told you about our family
may seem too extensive. If the scanty informa-
tion 9 possess about my ancestors may be called
extensive of all, though it meant a lot to my fa-
ther just as it means to me, it is an important
part of my life, the part which contributed to the
development of our world outlook, values and
attitudes.

Khatuna Dolidze



a99M53 Emendg

396530l 9ol Idmdemgdo ma3676@0 s 565 336G s3z0mmgda
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Gurami’s uncle Alexander Kuprashvili

396530l d0ds Agbm 535D3dg s MM g©nsdzarma
Gurami’s uncle Rezo Abazadze and lado Gudiashvili
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Gurami with his uncle Shota Kuprashvili
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Tamar Kuprashvili with her brothers

03336 393633300 gEIL;ME, EEN6 s Jsmn3zammsb ghmsw

Tamar with her mother, sisters and daughter
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Gurami with his classmates
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4 years old
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Gurami and Nodar Zaldastanishvili
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Gurami'’s classmates’ meeting
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Painter's World

To be distinguished for some merits in quite
peculiar world of the Academy of Arts is the lot
only of ones. This very lot has been granted to
associate professor, Guram DOLIDZE. It's dif-
ficult to attribute him to one specialty — what-
ever he managed to approach, everywhere he
has created his own, interesting world.

In 1956 he graduated from the faculty of
ceramics of the Academy of Arts. His peda-
gogues were the outstanding painters S .Ko-
buladze, V. Shukhaev, D.Gabashvili, G.Jashi,
Sh. Mikatadze, D.Tsitsishvili. His Diploma
work - “A Plastic personification of the

heroes of D.Kldiashvili’'s novel “Samanish-

396530 3mm9agdmsb ghmsw

Gurami with colleagues
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vili’s Stepmother” - (supervisor D.Tsitsishvili)
was of so high level of artistic creative work
that the chairman of the examining board,
G.Chubinashvili, the patriarch of the School
of Georgian study of art has not only appreci-
ated the work as being of high level but after
examination he had a long talk with a defend-
er of the diploma. The scientist having a deep
knowledge of the Georgian art saw in this
work the new field which was called later the
Georgian genre ceramic monument. Really,
later, this genre has been developed by not a
single ceramican From the works of this type
of G.Dolidze himself | would distinguish : “Is a
human being a Man?”, “Solomon Morbeladze”,
“Duke from Imereti”, “Fortune-teller”, “To Gal-
aktioni”, series “Bureaucrat”, “The Lickspittle”,
“Dandy”, etc. Despite of various contextual
loading all are united by deep nationality, sense
of forms, plasticity, character ascended to gro-
tesque, humor, warm...Painting of porcelain
is fulfilled by means of mixed (over-glaze and
under-glaze paints) technique, which , togeth-
er with the plastic form adds artistically com-
pleted image to the production. Refinement of
composition, sense of harmony, these features
fit at the same extent to the series of graphical
works created according to Il.Chavchavadze's
works, to books decorated by Mr. Guram Dolid-
ze: “Moollah Nasredin”, “The Man Who saved
London”, “Life of S.Meskhi”, “Polish humor”, etc.

One more important side of creative work
of Guram Dolidze is the art of caricature. He
appears frequently with this genre in jour-
nals and newspapers. The master having dis-

tinct individuality is the author of the whole
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series created about known painters, artists
and friends. Here with the capacity of capture
of the character it is amalgamated the inner
warmth, goodwill. The most notable are his
topic compositions: “Paris, Montmartre”, “Old.
Kind Clown”, “Old pipe-players (zurna)”, “A Fool
and Love”, “Saint Nino”, “Me and Night”, “Pain”
“The Alazani Valley”, etc. As well the serious
works are “Nude Sitters, models”, portraits
which fascinate us by neat handwriting, nu-
ances of color, light, with capacity to sculpture
of form by stroke, with the painting made cor-
rectly, which is rare today.

One of the most important sides of
G.Dolidze’s artistic "Polyphony” is decorative-
monumental work. | would single out a me-
morial complex of Mojhaisk dedicated to 160
year anniversary of the First Great Patriotic
War. The composition center is the pictorial
panel “Bagrationi”, Other decorative works
are interesting as well - fire-place, embossing
torches, compositions full of folk spirit and hu-
mor, “Ilvane” and “Maria”... Very impressive is
the wall painting of rest house of Marine Fleet
in the city of Monino. In spite of the Russian
thematic of panels (“muse”, “Russian troika”)-
handwriting, character of the works is Geor-
gian.

Very effectively is solved the designing of
a complex of Sagaredjo Children’s Rest House.
The horelief compositions performed in cham-
otte reproduce the charm of the folk dance,
nature full of child’s life.

One of the most serious works has been ful-

filled for this last year. This is a decorative de-
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sign of Center of Path-anatomy of the city of
Kutaisi which is distinguished by refined com-
position, high level technique of fulfillment,
national soul, Chamotte relief panels of great
sizes “Medicine” and “School of Hippocrates”,
the multi-figure compositions distinctly ex-
plain the theme by the language of symbolic.
Here the figures and decorative motives have
been processed with equal love. This work,
and, generally, the creative work of G.Dolidze
is characterized by inner culture, refined taste,
compositional completeness, academically
rigid picture, mastery, complete freedom, ca-
pability of working in any material, decorativ-
ism, moderate inclusion of nationality...

The portrait traits of the creator will not

be complete, if we do not speak of his peda-
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gogical activity. For many years he is leading a
course of academic painting at the Academy,
and all his students are characterized by the
serious dependence on the painting as their
tutor used to be.

For profitable activity the collective of State
Academy of Arts has nominated Guram Dolid-
ze to the title of Honored Art Worker of Geor-

gia SSR. He truly deserves this respect.

Nana Kiknadze
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