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TEMUR KENKEBASHVILI

THE STRUGGLE FOR ROYAL POWER BETWEEN
THE HEIRS OF GREAT KING DAVID IV THE
BUILDER

Summary

The struggle for Royal Power between the heirs of The Great
King David IV The Builder is one of the interclassical elicitations
of Feudal Georgia. This process starts in period of reigning of the
king Demetre I “The Devoted”, and lasts during almost half a
century. The most remarkable thing is the second will of the king
David The Builder (1125), which later was falsified for vicious
reasons by the Feudals of Georgia and was used as a main motive
of rebellion. Later, in 1150, the older son of the king Demetre I,
David, rose against his father. The reason was a partiality to his
younger brother Giorgi. In 1155 David again rose against his
father and this time he succeed, precipitated his father Demetre,
took power and throne and became the king. Demetre went to the
monastery. The king David reigned for six months and then
passed away. The reason of his death, as an Armenian historian
Vardan gives us information about this, were feudals The Orbels
and his younger brother Giorgi. After this the king Demetre
returned from the monastery and made his son Giorgi as a king. In
1177-1178 The Orbels and the son of David V Demetre (Demna)
rebelled against the king Giorgi III. In this battle the winner was
the king and he punished the rebels very severely.... The struggle
for Royal Power between the heirs of The Great King David IV
The Builder and especially “The Rebellion of The Orbels” and a
personality of Demna Batonishvili needs a specific investigation
by the scientists.
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