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Roland Topchishvili

To the question of the ethno-genesis of
Abkhazian-Adigean ethnic contacts

Adigeans (Cherkesians, Kabardians) and other ethnic groups
(Ubichs, Abazgians) related to them who lived in the North-
West and central parts of the Caucasus region had been the
largest ethnic groups before the Russian annexation. Related to
them were the Abkhazians. The author thinks that the ethno-
genesis of these peoples has not been thoroughly studies. The
following conclusions have been drawn:

The genesis of the Abkhazian-Adigean ethnic group
took place not in the North-East, but in further North, in the
territories close to the Azov Sea, Don river, Crimea and South
Ukraine. There are at least three ethnic groups which took an
active part in the formation of the Abkhazian and Adigean
ethnic groups: proto-Adigeans, Meoteans, Iranian nomads and
various Georgian ethnic groups. The part the Georgian ethnic
groups played in the formation of the Abkhazians was higher
than in the formation of the Adigeans. There are Turkic and
Jewish elements in the formation of the Cherkesians. This is not
the case, however, with the Abkhazians. Therefore, from the
point of physical anthropology Abkhazians differ from Adigeans.
Proto-Abkhazians-Adigeans moved to the South several times.
First it happened in the III c¢. BC. and was caused by the
appearance of the Sarmatians. The second tide took place in the
turn of millennia caused by the Alans. The third tide took place
in late IV century AD. with the appearance of the Huns. The last
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tide took place with the emergence of the Mongols. Therefore
their moving to the South was caused by the Iranian and then
Turkic nomads. The territory where the process of genesis of the
Abkhazians-Adigeans was taking place was characterized by the
ethnic instability, which is called “ethnic chaos”. This was
created by nomadic peoples coming from the East and moving
towards Europe. These nomads then were transformed into
semi-nomads. They still retained this mode of agriculture
because of the closeness of the Eurasian space. Various Iranian
and Turkic tribes did not give any respite for ethnic
stabilization, integration etc. Unstable ethnic situation in which
the Adigeans found themselves was also caused by the fact that
they did not manage to create a unified state structure.

The ethnic formation of the Abkazian-Adigean group
began in the Azov and the South Ukraine region. The last phase
of the ethno-genesis took place in the North-West Caucasus
when proto-Adigeans xmixed into the Georgian groups of Zans
and Svans.

Finally, it can be said that Adigean ethnic group
preserved its ethnic unity, area of habitation, and the mode of
existence. However they failed to resist successfully the Russian
Empire and ceased to exist except for tiny groups in the North
Caucasus. The ethnic situation from then on tilted towards
ethnic Russians (the same happened in Abkhazia). The unstable
ethnic situation in the region which helped to forge the Adigean
ethnicity eventually caused its destruction.

From the Medieval period to the time of the Russian
annexation of the North Caucasus the unstable ethnic situation
in the region had its negative effects on Abkhazia where the
infiltration of Abazgians, Ubichs, and other Adigean tribes was
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taking place. Here was interaction between Abkhazians,
Georgians and Adigeans. These contacts were active in the
territories of Kelasuri and Kodori. Sometimes it were Georgians
who turned out to be superior. However, it alternated and often
Abazgian-Adigean ethnic element became predominant. As a
result in XV-XVI we witness the disappearance of old
Abkhazians and the creation of new Abkhazians base on the
Abazgian language.
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Ponang Tomuyumsuam
OG6 sTHOreHe3e abxa30-aJBITCKHX
STHHYECKUX OOIIHOCTEeH

Kusymue B CeBepo-3amaguom u llenrpamsHom KaBkase
ampiru (Yepkechl, KabapAWHIBI) U POJACTBEHHBIE WM OTHOCHI
(yoprxu, abasunubl) mo anHekcuu CeBepHoro Kaskasza Poccueii
IIpesiCTaB/IsIN COOOI caMble OOJbLINE STHUYECKUE OOIHOCTH
peruona. VM jxe pPOACTBEHHBI M JXHUBYIIWE B CeBepO-3aIlafHOI
yactu ['pysum abxa3pl. ABTOp KHWUTM CUUTAeT, YTO STHOTEHe3
YKa3aHHBIX HApOJOB HEJOCTATOYHO wu3ydeH. llpemiosxeHHBIi
TPYA, CIIy>KUT MMEHHO BOCIIOJTHEHUIO JaHHOTrOo Ipobena. OTHO-
CUTENIBHO PAacCMAaTPHBAEMBIX B KHUTe IIPOOJeM CHesaHbl Ce-
IyIOIIvie 3aKII0YeHN:

DTHOreHe3 abxa30-aJBIICKUX STHUYECKUX OOITHOCTeH (abxa-
3pI-a0a3MHBI, YOBIXW/[PKUKH, aJbITH, dYepKechl, Kabap[HHIIBI)
IIpousolres He B apease UX cpeJHeBeKoBoro paccenenus (B Ce-
Bepo-Bocrounom Ilpuuepromopre u CeBepo-3amazuom Kapka-
3e), a ropaszio ceBepHee — B IIpuasosse, B ycrhe JoHa, Kpeimy u
IOxHo#t Ykpaune. B arHOreHe3e abxa3CcKOro M afbpIrCKOTO dTHO-
COB NIPUHSJIN y4YacTHe II0 MeHbIIel Mepe TPH STHUYECKUX KOM-
IIOHEHTA: IIPOTOAJbITH/MEOThI, WPAHOSI3BIYHBIE KOYEBHUKU U
KapTBeJbCKHE €IVHCTBA (3aHBI, CBAHBI), U3 KOTOPHIX BEAYIIUM
KOMIIOHEHTOM ObLIM IIepBble M3 IIepPeYHCIeHHBIX. B aTHOreHese
a0xa3oB Z0JI TPY3MHCKOTO 3THHMYECKOTO OOIIHOCTH OBLIa Beco-
Mee, HeXXesu B 3THOTeHe3e anbiroB. K uepkecam (agprram, xabap-
IVHIIAM) B ONIpeZieIeHHOM [[03e IPUMENIINCh TaKXXe TIOPKCKUI
U eBpeHCKMil (Xa3apCKWil) 3JIeMEeHTHI, 4ero HeJb3s CKa3aTh O
abxaszax, paHHMX aba3nHax u 3uxax (mxukax). [lostomy c Toukm
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3peHUA GU3NYECKON aHTPOIOIOTUY a0Xa3bl U aAbITH OTINYAIOT-
cs apyr oT Apyra. [IpoaBsmkeHue mpoToabxa3o-abIroB Ha IOT He
SABJIAJIOCH OAHOKPAaTHBIM aKTOM; OHH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MUIPHUPOBa-
JIM U3 apeayia CBOETO IIepBOHAYAJIBHOTO paccceneHus. [lepsyro
MUTPAIMOHHYIO BOJIHY, OOyCJIOBJIEHHYIO ITOSBIEHHEM CapMaTOB
B KOHTaKTHOH 30He CeBepHoro KaBkasa u EBpasuwu, crenmyer ma-
trpoBats III Bekom 10 H. 3.; BTOPYIO BOJHY B TOM JKe apeajie Ha
py0exxe CTaporo M HOBOTO JIETOMCYHCIEHUH 00yCIOBUIN aJIaHbI;
TpeThsA BOJHA CBA3aHA C HamecTBueM I'yHHOB B 70-x romax IV Be-
ka. Ilocnemusas Murpamusa amgbpIrCKOM STHUYECKOH OOIHOCTH —
KabapAMHIEB, HO Ha ceil pa3 B ceBepHOe mpenropse LlenTpans-
Horo KaBkasa, CBfi3aHa C IOABJIEHUEM MOHTOJIOB, TOUHee, C OCJIa-
6yleHHeM B YKa3aHHOM PeruoHe IO3MUIMII MOHTOJOB. [IpuunHoii
MUTPALM¥ SBUINCH YacThle Haberu Ha crenu EBpasum u Ceep-
Horo KaBkasa cHauajsa MpaHOA3BIYHBIX, a 3aT€M TIOPKOA3BIYHBIX
KOYeBBIX 3THOCOB. B reorpaduyueckom apease, B KOTOPOM IIPOU-
souuto (opMHUpoBaHHe abXa30-aABITCKUX STHHUYECKUX OOIIHOC-
Tel, Ha NMPOTKEHUH BCETO MCTOPUUYECKU JOCATAeMOTO IIeproja
ObLIa HEYCTOHYHMBAsA STHHUYECKAasd OOCTAHOBKA. OTy HEYCTOHYM-
BYIO STHHYECKYIO0 OOCTAHOBKY, UMEHYeMYIO B HayKe TaKXKe «3T-
HUYECKUM XaOCOM», CO37IaBaId HOMA/IbI, IOCTOSHHO IIepeMelaB-
IIuecs B eBpasHIICKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBe C BOCTOKA Ha 3amafz,. Mcxo-
IA U3 9TOTO, M IIPOT0AabXa30-aJbpIrCKUe STHUYECKUe OOLIHOCTU
(MeOThI) IIPULLIN B 3TOT apeas ¢ BOCTOKA, OyAy4H IIepBOHAYAIb-
HO HOMaJaMu. DT IlepBoHavdarbHble HOMazs!l B CeBepo-Bocrou-
HoM IIpumyepromopre u CeBepo-3amagzuHom KaBkase He mpeBpa-
TUJINCh B OCeJJI0Oe HacejleHUe, IPOAODKasL [0 MOCIeJHEro Bpe-
MeHU BeCTH ITOJIyKO4eBO# 00pa3 >KU3HU. TaKo# yKJIaf UX KU3HHU
u dopMa X03g#CTBA ONMATH-TaKU ObUIM OOYCJIOBIEHBI GIM30CTHIO
€BPa3HIICKOTO IIPOCTpPAaHCTBA. PasHOro poja MpaHCKUE U TIOPKC-
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KHe Ko4eBble IleMeHa Melnasiyu obocHoBaBmmMcs Ha CeBepo-3a-
nagHoM KaBkase afpIrCKUM IJIeMeHaM JOCTHYb STHUYECKOU CTa-
O6uin3anyuy, MHTETPalMKM M STHUYECKOro enuHeHus. Heycroii-
YuBasg U HeOIpefie/IeHHAsA STHUYECKAsA CUTyalMs aJbIrOB ObLIa
BBI3BAHA U TeM (PaKTOpOM, YTO MM HHUKAK He yZAaJOCh CO3/aTh
eIVHYIO TOCYJapCTBEeHHYIO CHUCTEMY, TaKylo, KakKasg, HallpuMmep,
6bl7a y aJaHOB JO MOHTOJBCKOTO HAUIECTBUA. XOTA OYEBUIHO,
YTO B IIO3[JHEe CpeHEeBEKOBbE IIPOTEKAJI IIPOLECC YepKeCH3aALU
abasuH. V3yyeHne IPUYMH STHUX IIPOLLECCOB — ZeJ0 OyZAyIIero.
He roBopss Huuero o abaz3exax, LIANCyrax M HaTyXa#Iax, Kak
ykassiBaioT (B. Braxxuokos), 20% coBpeMeHHbBIX KaOapAUHIIEB 110
IIPOUCXOXIEHUIO ABJIAIOTCS aba3srHAMU.

ITpouecc aTHOreHe3a abxa30-aABITCKUX STHUYECKUX OOLIHO-
cTeil Havascsa Ha ceBepe — B IIpuasoBbe, B HIKHEM TeYeHUU P.
[loH, Ha ceBepHOM OTpe3Ke 1oOepeXxbss YepHOro MOps, Ha TePpHU-
topuu coBpeMeHHOU IOXHOIT YKpaumHbI, KOTZ]a C MEOTaMHU/IPO-
TOQZABITAaMHU CMeLIATHCh MpaHCKUe IueMeHa. Haubosee oueBuz-
HBIM (aKTOM CIMSHUA UPAHCKHUX IUIEMEH C IIPOToabXa30-azbIra-
MU SBJISETCS LINPOKOEe PaCIpOCTpaHeHUe Cpely HUX HapPTCKOTO
amoca. ITocmemuas ¢dasza sTHoreHesa mpomsonuia B BocTouHOM
[Tpuuepromopre u CeBepo-3amamzaom Kakaze — B [Ipukybanse,
KOI'Zla TIepeMEeCTHUBIINECS C ceBepa IIPOTOAABIIN WHGUIBTPOBAIH
KapTBeJIbCKHe (IPy3HHCKYE) STHUYECKUe TPYIIsL (3aHOB U CBa-
HOB).

B sakiroyeHue Helb3sd He OTMETUTH CleZAylollee: abITCKHe
STHUYECKHe OOLIHOCTH (TaKXe yObIXU, a0a3HHBI) B YCIOBUAX Be-
KOBBIX KOHTAaKTOB C HOMaJHBIM MHPOM CyMeJIX COXPaHUTb CBOIO
sTHOC(epy, apeas pacceleHHsd, 00pa3 >KM3HH CO CIenududec-
KOH, Ipucyimei uM ¢GOpMOI X03A#cTBa (IOTYKOYeBOH, IIOIyO-
cemubrit). Ho ¢ mosBieHneM B eBpasmMiiCKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE IIep-
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BBIX obuTaresneil — Poccuiickoit UMIIepUH — OHU CTaJIH XePTBAMHU
UX arpeccHH, IOTepsAB CBOU apeain paccenenus. Pakrudecku, o1-
HOC IIpeTepIiesl KaTacTpody, IpeKpaTUi CylleCTBOBaHHE: OT Ca-
Moro 6obuoro stHoca CeBepHoro KaBkasa ocTanuch TOJIBKO OT-
ZleIbHbIe MaJIOYHCIEHHBIE I'PYIIIBl. DTHUYEeCKas CUTyalys B pe-
TMOHe PaJUKaIbHO M3MEHMIACh — Ha Cell pa3 B IIOJIBb3Yy PYCCKOTO
aTHOCa (TO e camoe mpowusomto B A6xasum). [loBropmrace Ta
)K€ KapTHHA, YTO M BO BpeMeHa CapMaTOB, TyHHOB, MOHTOJIOB.
OcHoBHBIM (PaKTOPOM HEYCTOMYHBOM, HeCTAaOMJIBHOIN 3THUYEC-
KOH CHTyallUd B peTHOHe ABUJCA reorpadpudeckuii daxrop. Te
e (aKTOpbl, KOTOpble OOYCIOBUIN 3THOTE€HE3 aAbITCKUX STHU-
YeCKUX I'PYIII, 00yCIOBUIN U IOTEPIO UMU apeajia CBOETo pacce-
JIeHUA U, B CYIIHOCTH, HCYe3HOBEHHE 3THOCA.

Hauwnnas co cpegHux BeKOB BILJIOTH A0 MoKopeHus Poccuiic-
Kol mMmrepueil HapozoB Kaskasa cymecrBoBaBuras Ha Cesepo-
3amazuom KaBkaze HeycToiiumBas 3THHYeCKas CUTyauus (MUr-
PaLMOHHOCTD, Haberu, c1abas MHTerpalus) okaspiBaia Hebaro-
IpUATHOE BIMAHWE U Ha AGxasuio. IHQUIBTpanus 1 MUTpanus
abasuH, yOBIXOB M Pa3HBIX aABITCKUX IIJIEMEH MMeJa MeCTO U B
Abxasuu. [Tourn mMOCTOAHHBIN XapaKTep HOCHJIO 37eCh B3aHMO-
cMelreHHe abxa30B, PY3UH U abITOB. DTU STHUYECKUE KOHTAaK-
THI 0OCOOEHHO MHT€HCUBHBIMHU OBLITH B IIeHTPAIbHON yacTu AbXxa-
sun — B ymenbax Kemacypu u Kogopu. Ilobexzman To rpysuHc-
KUM STHUYECKUM djIeMeHT, TO — abaso-amsirckuii. CiezcrBuem
9TOTO ABUJIOCH Uc4ye3HOBeHUe ¢ XV-XVI BeKOB NpeXHUX, CTapsIX
a6xa30B 1 BO3HUKHOBEHUE HOBBIX, COBDEMEHHBIX 240Xa30B Ha OC-
HOBe a0a3MHCKOTO A3bIKA.
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