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SAMTAVISI

. Samtavisi is a small village lying 63 kilo-
metres from Thilisi, just off the Thilisi—Gori high
way. It is the site of one of the noblest mony-
ments of Georgian architecture—a domed church
dating back to A. D, 1030.

The ground-plan of the building is a very-
simple one; it is.a reetangle approximating to.
a square. The dome rests upon four insulat-
ed piers. ’

The laconic architectonic forms of the stryc-
ture, coupled as they are with its decorative

style, were |ater widely used in medieval Georgi-
an architecture , ’
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The deep niche-shaped recesses of the east
frout ave markedly enhanced by a deeply-under-
cut ornamental composition in the shape of a
huge cross with two lozenges, which intensifies
to satiation point the effect produced by this
face, The dynamism of the upward-streaming
structural lines is greatly heightened by the
high skill in the choice of the variegated 'tints
and hues of the stone.

The architecture of the building testifies to
the craftsmanship and the fine sense of form

of the master-builder whose extraordinary compo-
sitional keenness could realize such a remarkable
achievement in artistic expressiveness. As attest-
ed by the inscription on the south front, the
cathedral was built by the bishop Ilarion Kan-
chaeli of Samtavisi. .

Though the structure has come down to us
in an altered shape—the original porches are
gone, and the drum of the dome, as well as the
western wall, are fifteenth-century restorations —
yet the Narmoniousness of its design and the ele-
gance of its proportions succeed in producing
an effect of wholeness,

The cathedral is encircled by a fortress-wall,
with a seventeenth-century bell tower over the
gate- )

Adjoining the wall on its inner side, are
the ruins of the cpiscopal palace (11th cent.),
The smaller church. within the enceinte is, in
all likelihood, to be dated to the same epoch.

G. Alshibaia
Editor: V. Beridze
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CAMTABHCH

B 63 xuaoMerpax oT I. TOH/IHCH, HECKOJbLKO B
cTopoHe oT wocce TO6uaucH—I0pH, HaxoAWTCA
ceno CamraBucu. 3fech pacrojiokeH OJHH H3
-¢aMblX GJIECTALIMX MaMATHHKOB IPY3HHCKOro 304-
yecTBa, — GOVILIIOH KYNOJbHBIH XpaM, TOYHO Aa-
tupoBanHbiit 1030 rogoMm.

[Tnan 3panust NpocT. ATO NPAMOYTOJNBHHK MPH-
oawxawluniica K kBaapaty. Kymoa onupaercs
Ha yeTblpe CcBOGOAHO CcTosHX cronba. Jlako-
HHYHble MacChl XpaMa HoBeleHbl A0 (OpPMBbI, KO-
TOpass BMeCTe C ero JeKOPaTHBHhIM yOpPaHCTBOM
noJyynsa B AajibHeilleM LIMPOKOe pacmpocTpa-
llcHHe B APEBHErpPY3WHCKOH apXHMTEKTYpe.

[TpuMeHeHHass HAa BOCTOYHOM (pacage cHCTeMa
rayGOKUX TPeyroibHbIX HHII H J€KOpPaTHBHAA
KOMMO3H1lMsi B BHAEe TPOMAJHOro OpPHaMEHTHPO-
BaHHOTO KpecTa W ABYX POMOOB ¢ HM3SILUHBIM
pe3HbiM OpHaMEHTOM A0 Npejeja HacbllaloT
MJAOCKOCTL  CTeHbl. JIHHaMHKy YCTpeMJIEHHBIX
BBbICH JIMHHH JKUBOMHCHO JAOMOJHSAIOT MOAOGPaH-
Hbie C OOJIbIIKM MacTepPCTBOM KaMHH pa3JiHuyHOro
WBETA XU OTTEHKa.

ApxHuTeKkTypa 34aHHMS CBH/AETEJbLCTBYET O He-
3aypsaaHOM TaJiaHTe U YyTOHUYEeHHOM BKYycCe 3onue-
ro, cyMeBIL€ro 4pe3BblYaHHOM 3a0CTPEHHOCTbIO
KOMMNO3HUMKH NOCTHFHYTL 3aMeyaTeJb4Oro Xyno-
KecTBeHHoro 3¢p¢ekra, M3 nHaanucuy Ha BOCTOY-
HoM ¢acage caeayeT, UTO CTDOMTE/NeM 3TOro
xpaMa Oblsi caMTaBHCCKuit enuckon Hanapuon
Kanyaean.

XoTa naMATHHK golles N0 Hac B HECKOJbKO H3-
MEHeHHOM BHJe, — yTpPaueHbl [ApeBHHe TPHTBO-
pbl, a 6apaGan KynoJsia ¥ 3anafiHas CTeHa BoOC-
craHoBjienbi B XV Beke, oH, Gsaroaaps rapMmo-
HHYHOCTH CBOEro pelleHHs H CTPOHHOCTH Mpo-
MOPUHH, OCTaBAsieT BMOJHe 3aKOHYeHHOe BrevaT-
AeHue.

[TaMATHHK OKPYXeH KpemoCTHOW Orpajod c
HaABpaTHOM KoJoKoabHe#, noctpoerHoit B .XVII
Beke. C BHyTpeHHeH CTOPOHBI K Orpajge NPHMbI-
KaloT pa3BajiMHbl enuckonckoro asopua XI Beka.
K sToMy Xe mepuoay - OTHOCHTCSH, OYeBHIHO, H
He6oNbUIAA lEPKOBb BO ABOpe Xpama.

I'. Anwnbas.
Penaktop: B. Bepnaae.
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