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Toshusai Sharaku ( Dates Unknown )

An ukiyo-e artist of the Edo period. Some identify Saito Jurobei, a noh actor who lived in |
Hacchobori, Edo and a retainer of the Awa clan, as Sharaku, but no decisive proof supportsﬁ
this theory. In approximately ten months from May 1794 to February 1795, Sharaku
produced over 140 works. The majority of these prints were portraits of actors in their
kabuki or kyogen roles, and others include images of sumo wrestlers and warriors.

Sharaku’s works are scattered throughout the world, including those in The British
Museum, The Art Institute of Chicago and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

Comparatively few Sharaku works remain in Japan, and 27 actor bust-portraits in The
Tokyo National Museum have been designated as Important Cultural Properties.
All of Sharaku’s works were published by the publisher Tsutaya zzJuzaburo.
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