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The Rkoni Inscriptions 4135520
SHLNIBY5S 5 9

The Rkony monastic complex lies in Eastern Georgia, Kaspi region, not far from the
village of Chachubety. Until recently scientific papers have reffered to only one inscription
of the Rkony monastery (made in 1400) which deseribes the military campaign o Tamerlane
and the devastation of Rkony and ils vicinity. The lapidary inscriptions apart from the ciled
one were discovered in 1989 while surveying the Rkony monastery decoration. Taking into
consideration two stones bearing inseription from the Janashia State Museum, the negative
of & sirnilar stone preserved in the photo files of the Institute of the Georgian Art History,
and analysing the paleographic characteristics, three groups of the inscriptions from Rkony
could be distinguished: 1) the 10th ¢ inscriptions; 2) the inscriptions made roughly in 1400
3) The 16th 18th centuries inscriptions

The inscriptions in question are of paleographical significance, as well as an impaortant
source tor specilying the chronelogical stages of construction of the monastery and the
raids of Tamerlane.

Giorgi Olkhmezuri

Constantine — Cyril
(To the history of Kartli kingdom in the beginning of the 16th c.)

Yo p. 20

The end ol lhe 15th c. was marked with desintegration of the Georgian Kingdom,
The king Canstantine |l ascended the throne of Kartli in 1448. Despite his rigorous efforts
directed towards the reunification of Georgian Kingdom, the international Tactors and
interior obstacles had produced opposite efiect. On the contrary, Constantine had to leave
political life and to take monastic vows under the name of Cyril.

It has been accepted in Georgian historiography that Constantine II's reign had been
lasting until 1505 and that the throne passed to his successor — David X. Nevertheless,
the critical study of the lilerary sources led the author to the conclusion, that the reason
why the king had left the threne is lo be sought in the apparent upheava! at the royal
court or other rather crucial circumstances which forced him to join a monastery
brotherhood,

The literary sources point out three different dates of Constantine's death and the
beginning of David's reign. They are as follows: 1503, 1504 and 1505. The latter date
has been conventionally accepted. The author inclines lowards the year 1503 or 1504, The
political supporters of David X compelled the king to hand over the royal regalia to prince
David, Constantine Il regarded David to be improper for the reign because of his
shorteomings. The elderly king intended to leave the throne in faveur of the younger
sonn — (iiorgi. A scheme of Constantine's political opponents, eager to see their own
nominee — prince David as a King ol Karth, made Constantine to take monastic vows: As
the author suggests, 1503-1504 are the years of turbulence and struggle for the power.
Prince Giorgi's pretensions were supported by Constantine himsell while David's position
on the throne was not stable yet. Cyril (former Constantine) died in 1505, David won
the conflict. Thus the date of David's succession is to be specified by 1503-1504.

Gocha Saitidze
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The 1561 Unknown Italian Map and the Localization
of Abkhazian Historical Homeland

(preliminary observation) R ,%/
N . 28

he author has recently discovered a map compiled in 1561 by ihr;-: ;Injali:&lﬁ Gartogra-
pher Jacmpm (rastaldi in the [lalizn ¢ity of Piemont. The following is tﬂ‘r’ & ﬂmupﬂnj the
map:"Description of the first part ol Asia wilh ancienl and modern names by the
Piemontese ':‘.nsmngmphcr Jacopo Gastaldi® ("La descrittione della prima parte dell’Asia
con i numi antichi et moderni di Jacepe Gastaldi, Piemontese cosmographo”). The map
features the territory from the southern parl of Russia and the Ukraine to the Red and
Arahian seas, The Greater Caucasus and the Surami {Likhi) ranges are indicated without
naming Lthem. The names of cities are given — sometimes cerrectly and sometimes
wrengly: Thilisi, Kutaisi, Gori, Poti, Belakani, Gunio, Rise, Trabzun, Sebastopolis (Sukhumi),
Pitsunda (Bichvinta), ete. Regions are distinguished (regi., abbrevialion of the Halian
regione): Kartli region (Giorgiani regi.), Imereti region (Iberi regi.), Megrelia region
(Mengrefia regi.), Chan || Laz region (Regi. de Genic), etc. The following fact attracts
special attention: almost the whole western Black Sea area is designated as the region
of Megrelia and the territory of modern Abkhazia is nol named. Instead, Abevas regi.,
which obviously is an incarrect form of Abkhaz || Abchaz "Abkhasian", is indicated in the
middie reaches of a large nameless river {(modern Kuban) to the north of the Caucasus
Range, nearby, on the lelt tributary of the river we find the town of Acua, which is the
same as the modern Abkhazian name of Sukhumi Aq'wa (on the same map, at the site
of modern Sukhumi we find Sanatopoli — the same as Sevaslopolis, Sebastopolis). The
indication of the Abkhazian region and the town of Acua in the Northern Caueasus in
the Kuban basin on a 16th century map supports the assumption accerding to which the
majority of the ancestors of present-day Abkhazians lived on the northern slopes of the
Caucasus beiore the 17th-18th centuries, and a Small part of them settled in the northern
and western parts (mainly in the mountains) of modern Abkhuzia Irem the Ist-2nd
centuries &, D This is confirmed by the 1561 map, with the city Anogasia indicaled o
the north and west from Bichvinta (Pezonda), being the same as the city of Abkhaz(ia)
(Uogasia, Auochaxia, Auogassia, Augazio) lound on the Halian maps of 1311, 1318,
1320 and 1327, and the city Abkhas according to the evidence of Abu I'Feda, Al-
Quzlgashandi and Abu-Bekr. Some researchers identily this city with the village of Gantiadi
others with Anakopia, Nicopsia, bul the lormer conjecture seems to he more acceptable.
It is notewnrthy that the villages of Aitarne, Arukha and Rabilsa, lying near Bichvinta are
mentioned for the ficst time in the same ecntury; the names of these villages of Abkhazian
origin. (Mamia Dadiani donored these villages to the church of the Virgin of Bichvinta),
No geographical name of Abkhazian etymology is attested earlier on modern Abkhazian
territory:

The map was discovered with the assistance ol Doctor Karina Vamhng ol Lund
University and Revaz Chanturia, eollaborator of the Department of linguistics ol the
same University.

Teimuraz Gvantseladze

The Parthians and Persians

in the 4th c. Roman Literary Sources
p. 32

An attempl is made to defermine why the Sassanian Persia was eiten mentioned
as Parthia in the 4th ¢. Roman literary sources, whereas the cited kingdom had been
abolished aver a century before. The author deals with the problem of such deviation [rom
a political reality on the grounds of twa 4th ¢ literary sources.

The study of the works of Julizn the Aposiaie leads the author lo lhe conclosion
thal the emperor deliberately called his contemporary Sassanian Persians as Parthians,



thus trying to demonstrate to the society the illegitimacy of the Sassanian royal house
and its claims over those lerritories of the Roman Empire which the Sassanids had
considered as the true and legal descendants and successors of the ald Persian
(Achaemenid) dynasty. | - ’rf/ :

The work of the second author — Ammianus Marcellinus (330:200) lj/gas"ﬁqft been fully
preserved. In the remaining parts, while describing the geographic, polifical and military
structures of Persia, he uses the proper terms, bul the narration 3Fthéhéas with Persians
includes the name "PParthian”. o a=A1F01daa

The author suggests thal the reason of such improper application of *he terms is
the desire ol the ancient authors lo enrich and make more expressive the FEast-West
conirontation and stress its global and leng-term nature. While using "Parthia” instead
of "Persia", Ammianus continties the tradition ol a "description of the ParthianWars'.

Thus, the conclusion can be made thal the substitution of the cited lerms had Seen
caused not by ignorance ol the real East. but by a deliberate inténting and was dictated
by the political and state inlerests of Rome.

Tornike Zakariashuili

Results of the Bronze Age Gold Artifacts’

Analysis by Means of the Laser Mass-Spectrometer

p3f

Georgian gold artifacts have always been the subject ol great interest to specialists.
15 specimens have been analysed at Thilisi state University by means of a Laser Mass-
Speclrometer, and in correspondence with the authors consideralions.

The objective was to determine all the impurity elements present in gold, and to Ery
ta identify the source of the gold used for these artifacts in terms af the obtained data.

The results ol research made it chaar that the method was not harmiul to gold nhiects.
Al the same time the research resulted in a number of interesting and uttexpected findings.

Three groups were distinguished as a result of the analysis, The [irst group comprised
patlerns 1,2, 3, 4,7, 8, 9. The author has found out that these were gilded silver and copper
objects: very high standard of gold lineness (901, 958) excludes the possibility of using
an alloy. Experimental veritication ol 2 theory belonging to Prof V. Khimshiashvill is
obvious, that suppeses existence of the gilding technology in the Bronze Apge in Georgia.
It should be noted that the technique of covering metal objects with a thin cozt of gold
was (iot common in the Bronze Age

Un the second slage of research the author has analysed 5 gold specimens. All of
them were of fine gold. These ones together with the lenth artifact formed the third group
10, 11, 12,13, 14, 15. The result of these analysis gave the author possibility to reach the
prime and main goal ol the research — to identify sources of gold used by goldsmiths in
ancient Geargia Gold ol the high standard of fineness is characterised practically by (he
same indexes of the main elements (Au, Ag, Cu, Al, P, S, As, Sn, Ca, Pt). This is maily
due to the high natural standard of fineness of gold ores (750-850) and of gold-nearing
- placers (750-850) in Georgia. Both the spectrum and proportion of elements confirm this
fact,

The analysis of the table made it possible to idertify two sources of gold: | — Balnisi-
Dmanisi, and 2 - Trialeti deposits,

According to the results of research the author concludes: three regions of Georgia,
the sources of the specimens, show to fulfil three main conditions necessary for the
compliele cycle of the gold mettalurgy in the Bronze Age: gold field — metallurgy — artifact.
Hesides, the [act that the artifact 11 belongs to the Antique period indicates that the
goldsmith Lraditions of the Bronze Age lasted until that time and reached its highest lovel
of development

Thus, the laser analysis proved the idea of scientists ahout the original genesis of
the Bronze Age gold artifacts in Georgia,

Giorgi Makharadze
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