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The grandest plant - tree

It is difficult to place a monetary value on the many vital services that trees provide. However certain data still exist. California
Department of Forestry calculates that a single tree that lives fifty years will contribute service worth nearly $200 000 during its
lifetime. This includes providing oxygen ($31 250) recycling water and regulating humidity ($37 000), controlling air pollution ($62
500), producing protein ($2 500), providing shelter for wildlife ($31 250) and controlling land erosion and fertilising soil ($32 250).
These figures might heal our commodity-obsessed and ungrateful clearcutting of trees.

According to the Georgian Ministry of Environment 2 500 000 cubic meters are cut annually. The similarly alarming figures exist
transcaucasus wide. In entire region deforestation rates are much higher of acceptable norms. The current tendency is detrimental for
mountainous and fragile ecosystem of transcaucasus, both in terms of economic development and social welfare and environmental
protection.

From the earliest times, trees have been the focus of religious life of many peoples around the world. As the largest plant on earth the
tree has been a major source of stimulation to the mythic imagination. Trees have been worshipped and tree cults have flourished at
different times almost everywhere. Even today there are sacred forests in India and Japan, just as there were in pre- Christian Europe.
An elaborate mythology of trees exists across a broad range of ancient cultures. Elements of pagan tree cults and worship have
survived into Judeo-Christian theology. Wooden cross for crucifixion of Jesus was ultimately made from the Tree of Knowledge of

Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden. Other stories claim that Adam was buried at Jerusalim and three trees grew out of his mouth to
mark the centre of the earth.

Mamuka Japardze tries to decode tree etymology in Georgian language. He presents archetypal images of trees in order that we
regenerate existing forest cosmology in our conciseness and contemplate our mental tendencies, where they incline towards mysteri-
ous trees or technological deserts.
K. Chachibaia
TACIS Regional Coordinator
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