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CONCERT SCENE. Nestan Meskhi

L’l

Lexo’s days in Thilisi
The article highlights Mr. Alexander Toradze, the Ge-
orgian expatriate pianist in the USA, whose perfor-
mance of the piano concerts by Shostakovich and
Prokofiev with the Georgian State Symphonic Orches-
tra here in the Georgian capital Thilisi was a big suc-
cess in December 2011. The article also relates about
the classes he gives in the USA and the master classes
given in Thilisi.

Irma
The article highlights Irma Gigani, the young award-
winning pianista student of the Thilisi Paliashvili
Musical Gymnasium, who performed Chopin’s piano
concerto in the Thilisi Conservatoire on 2 December
2011.

DATE. Manana Akhmetell

Revaz Lagidze - 90
The feature highlights the 90 anniversary of Revaz La-
gidze, a popular Georgian composer. The author des-

cribes the composer’s musical creations and esthetics
and focuses upon his contribution to the popular Ge-
orgian music.

NEWSPAPER POLEMICS. Nodar Andguladze

The Counter-Response
The article was published in response to the report
by the highly honored, former rector of the Georgian
Conservatoire printed in “Music” magazine (#4, 2011).
In it, the author raises the issue of an opera studio
in the Conservatoire Great Hall of which the former
rector is now the head. Immediately after the appoin-
tment, the former Conservatoire rector put the issue
of the removal of the opera studio from the Hall at the
top of his agenda, pointing out at the incompatibility
of the two as one of the reasons. Our response was
prompted by the importance of the studio in which
a number of internationally acclaimed vocalists we-
re coached, the fact totally disregarded in the former
rector’s report. The author of the publication states
that the situation around the studio has made a ne-
gative impact on the day-to-day activities of the vo-
calists’and opera chairs and an overall atmosphere at
the two, adding that it is going to affect the coaching
of the young vocalists in whose predecessors we ta-
ke so much pride. The publication author also argu-
es that the acoustical insulation has apparently been
disregarded in the recent renovation of the Conserva-
toire, which is now permeated with the atmosphere
of a penitentiary.
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CHAMBER MUSIC. Mzia Japaridze

The Story and Prospects of a Quartet
The article describes a quartet made up of Gia Khain-
drava (I violin), Tamar Bulia (Il violin), Otar Japaridze
(alt) and Giorgi Jorjadze (cello), whose entry into the
musical scene a decade ago went largely unnoticed.
They have been performing the Georgian and Euro-
pean pieces at the Conservatoire, Opera, the Culture
Ministry Concert Hall and festivals. The professional
musicians stand out for their enthusiasm, dedication
and coordination. Contemporary Georgian music ma-
kes up a bigger part of their repertoire. The article also
contains an interview with Gia Khaindrava (I violin) of
the quartet.

Tamar Tsulukidze

"

“Trio per Te
The article features a new trio made up of Tea Chkua-
seli (piano), Lela Mchedlidze (violine) and. Giorgi Jor-
jadze (cello). The publication author puts forward the
goals pursued by the trio members.
“Trio per Te” has already attracted the public attention
largely owing a Public Broadcaster commercial. The
publication author also relates about the plans of the
musicians.

CINEMA AND MUSIC. Nana Kavtaradze

Is there a Theatre there?!
A documentary-feature film directed by. Nana Ja-
nelidze depicts the life of Kakhi Kavsadze, the well-
known Georgian actor and descendent of the renow-
ned singers. The movie relates about the obstacles on
the way of a person and an artist seeking for integrity
during the Soviet rule. The documentary comes ac-
ross as a superb generalization of the fate of millions
of others suffering from the totalitarian oppression.
Speaking about the film, the Director described it as
“a drop of water reflecting the entire world".

ON THE WORLD OPERATIC STAGES
David Gigineishvili

“La Donna del Lago”in Milan La Scala
“Romeo and Juliet”in the LA Opera

In his column “On the World Operatic Stages”, Dr. Da-
vid Gigineishvili, opera critic, reviews the 2011 premi-
er of “La Donna del Lago” staged in Milan’s La Scala
and “Romeo and Juliet” produced in the LA Opera.
While the stunning cast performing the Rossini ope-
ra — Juan Diego Florez, tenor, Joyce DiDonato, mezzo-
soprano and Daniela Barcelona warranted the vocal
success, stage director Lluis Pasqual moved the set-
ting from the XIX century Scotland to an uncertain
age, where pre-Christian armour was mixed with ele-
gant dress coats and white ties, which made the pro-
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duction success questionable. The vocal and orches-
tral aspect of Rossini’s rarely performed but one of the
best operas conducted by maestro Roberto Abado
was superb. However, the listeners should have been
a little disappointed for there was little inspiration in
the performance of the world opera stars except for
delightful interpretation by Daniela Barcelona. The
rest of the cast (the second tenor performing Rod-
rigo and Nigel Douglass, bass) were different in the
first two performances. John Osborn and Simon Orfila
stood out but were overshadowed by Florez’s flexible
voice and high “C’s.

The Gounod opera (the revival of the LA opera 2005
landmark production) was staged by lan Judge with
the great splendour of Hollywood productions brin-
ging the characters into the XIX century France. No
static, each scene permeated with passion breathed
with action. Nino Machaidze’s strong and mature vo-
ice presented an untraditional interpretation of the
part of Juliet well suited to the dramatic characters
of the Italian opera. Vittorio Grigolo announced for
Romeo was regrettably replaced (on 21 November,
Sunday) with Charles Castronovo because of health
condition. Castrovono gave a strong, a more French
style interpretation. The supporting cast was remar-
kable (M. Kim as Mercutio and the male singers of the
Russian origin headed by V. Chernov as lord Capulet),
which can not be said about the chorus and the or-
chestra conducted by Placido Domingo. All in all, it
was an excellent production although inferior to the
La Scala performance.

DATE.Lali Gabunia

The 50 Anniversary of “Gordela” Ensemble
The feature marks the 50 anniversary of the “Gordela”
folk ensemble. The publication author pays tribute to

its outstanding former members such as Anzor Erko-
maishvili, Gomar Sikharulidze, Kukuri Chokhonelidze,
Temur Kevkhishvili, Tamaz Toidze, Tamaz Andguladze
and Abiko Daneliani, who first appeared on stage to
mark 75 anniversary of the distinguished folk singer
Artem Erkomaishvili in 1962. The publication author
relates about the history and artistic peculiarities of
the ensemble and its contribution in the revival of the
Georgian folk songs and the old religious hymns.

Tamar Tsulukidze

"Gordela-50" Jubilee Publication
The author reviews the book celebrating the 50 an-
niversary of a renowned ensemble of folk songs and
canticles. The memoirs were published by Gomar Sik-
harulidze, composer, one of the founders and the he-
ad of the ensemble.

TAMAR MESKHI.Dialogue with an Artist

'7\\ Y

Amateur-turned a ProfessionalGuram Bzvaneli
The article features Guram Bzvaneli, composer. Rela-
ting about his artistic merits, the author touches upon
his pieces in various genres and offers an interview
with the composer, who relates about his life and work.
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PORTRAIT. Rusudan Kutateladze

The Music Devotee
The feature relates about Nunu Chelidze, the pianist,
accompanist, Dr., Ass. Prof. of Vano Sarajishvili conser-
vatoire in Tbilisi, who promoted the 20 century Eu-
ropean, American and Russian music in Georgia, her
contribution to the performance of the national mu-
sic and her accomplishments of an educator. N. Che-
lidze was the first to perform a number of contempo-
rary piano pieces.

FOLKLORE

Presentation
Recently, "Theoretical Aspect of the Georgian Folk Mu-
sic” by Vladimir Gogotishvili, the music critic was pos-
thumously presented in the Thilisi conservatoire mu-
seum. The event was led by Gulbat Toradze, the well-
known music critic, who had initiated the publication.
The speakers acknowledged the late Vladimir Gogotis-
hvili, the historian of the Georgian folk music. The ma-
gazine article contains the speeches made at the pre-
sentation by Anzor Erkomaishvili and Tamar Meskhi.

CHRONICLE. Kukuri Rizhamadze

There Is No End to a Song
The article is dedicated to Shota Kiknadze, who had
been the key solo singer of the Thilisi Zachariah Pali-
ashvili Opera and Ballet Theatre since 1951. Owing to
his talent of a vocalist and an actor, the singer’s reper-
toire encompassed the parts of Germond in Verdi’s
La Traviata, Don Juan in Mozart’s opera of the same
name, Figaro in “The Barber of Seville’; Silvio in “The
Buffoons”, di Luna in Verdi’s “Il Travatore”, Onegin in
“Eugene Onegin’, Robert in “lolanta’, Elitsky in Tcha-
ikovsky’s “The Queen of Spades” etc. In 2010, Shota
Kiknadze would have turned 90.

Leila Nadareishvili

Reminiscence
The feature is dedicated to Valeri Abuladze, one of the
best Georgian third- generation ballet dancers, who
was the key soloist of Z. Paliashvili Opera and Ballet
Theatre in Thilisi since 1962. He carried on the ballet
tradition originating from superb Vakhtang Chabuki-
ani. Just four years before his demise in 1983, he was
nominated the Honoured Artist of Georgia.
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THE WORLD CLASSICS. Rima Buchukuri

Ferenz List on a Visit to Zachariah Paliashvili
The magazine article relates about the event dedi-
cated to Ferenz List held in the Zachariah Paliashvili
house museum. The lecture-concert involved the List
and some of the other international award winning
musicians.

MUSIC PUBLICATIONS.Tamar Tsulukidze
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Mam Nakashidze

Unique recordings
The column speaks about the unique recordings ma-
de by the Music Society of Georgia headed by Mana-
na Akhmeteli, music expert. For a few years now, the
Society has been producing the CDs of both the past
and contemporary Georgian musicians, such as David
Gamrekeli, Joseph Kechakmadze, Mary Nakashidze,
Medea Amiranashvili, Marina lashvili etc. (Manana
Akhmeteli, producer, Mikheil Kilosanidze, sound).

JAZZ. Nargiza Gardapkhadze

The 14th Jazz Festival
The review relates about the jazz festival held in Thi-
lisi last October. Among the jazz musicians arriving in
the Georgian capital Thilisi were the legendary Char-
les Lloyd (saxophone, flute) and his quartet, the Sony
Emmer (drummer) band, the Sony Coriel trio, Erykah
Badu, the neo-soul queen and her band. The music
critic provides a sketchy picture of the performers’
works and offers passages from their interviews.

CHRONICLE. Gulbat Toradze

Impressionable, not the ordinary concert...

The feature highlights an unusual concert held at the
J. Kakhidze Music Center on 17 February. The music
lovers listened to Prof. Giga Tagauri, Prof. of the Thi-
lisi conservatoire (alt) and the Symphonic orchestra
conducted by maestro Vakhtang Kakhidze. The con-
cert was unusual in that its bigger part was taken up
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by the viola pieces, which is uncommon everywhere.
Moreover, it was Prof. Giga Tagauri’s solo performan-
ce, the first in 20 years. The violist played the pieces
barely known in Georgia: the viola and symphonic
orchestra concert by Rolla and “Romance” for viola
and a symphonic orchestra by M. Bruch. Also on the
program, was “The Serenade” for a string orchestra by
Dvorjak (op. #22, E-major, 1816).

TRANSFORMATIONS

“Meditations”
“The Musicians’ Transformations” column contains
passages from the book by an internationally accla-
imed Georgian violinist Liana Isakadze entitled “Lia-
na Isakadze’'s Meditations” publicly presented at the
Georgian parliamentary I. Chavchavadze library on 27
December, 2011. The book has roused plenty of the
musicians’ interest for its insight into the outstanding
violinist’s inner self. It also contains passages from her
letters, some funny episode she has found herself in
and the biographical chapters like:“The Internal Biog-
raphy of a Musician- Liana Isakadze” and “The Infor-
mation from Liana Isakadze’s Web-Site”. The book was
edited and prefaced by Tamaz Chachava, the violi-
nist’s husband.

MUSIC AND LITERATURE
translated by Mzia Japaridze.

"

“Improvisation in Honor of Stravinsky
The “Music” magazine column features a Georgian
translation of a chapter entitled “Improvisation in Ho-
nor of Stravinsky” from Milan Kundera’s philosophical
essay “Testaments Betrayed’, discussing the evolution
of the novel within the context of the history of arts.
It is the Georgian readers’ first encounter with Milan
Kundera, the distinguished contemporary Czech ex-
patriate writer who reveals a profound understanding
of music as such and, more precisely so, the XX cen-
tury composers, such as L. lanachek, A Schénberg and
. Stravinsky.
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A CD enclosed with the magazine contains a
sound track for each feature. Since its format
is insufficient for all the details: the titles of
the pieces and features and performers, only
the title of a musical piece and the page of the
corresponding article are specified. Here is a
complete list of the CD recorded material.

1. D. Shostakovich. piano concert No.2 F dur,
op.102, part Il. “Andante”. L. Toradze (piano). E.
Mikeladze State SymphonicOrchestraconducted
by maestroV. Machavariani (feature:“Lexo’s Days
in Thilisi” p.2); 2. F. Chopin. piano concert No.1 e
moll. Op. 11, part Il Romance. Larghetto. I. Gigan
(piano), E. Mikeladze State Symphonic Orchestra
conducted by maestro Revaz Takidze (feature:
“Irma”, p.5); 3. R. Laghidze. “Rondo-tokatta”. T.
Amirejibi (feature: ” Revaz Laghidze-90" p.7); 4.
A. Borodin. The String Quartet No.2 D dur. part
lll Nocturne. Andante. Festival Quartet : Gia
Khaindrava (I violin), Tamar Bulia (Il violin), Otar
Japaridze (viola), Giorgi Jorjadze (cello); (feature:
“The Story and Prospects of a Quartet”, p.17);
5. N.Abashidze. “Miniature”. Piano trio “Trio
per Te”. Tea Chkuaseli (piano), Lela Mchedlidze
(violine), Giorgi Jorjadze (cello). (feature:“A New
Ensemble” p.22); 6. “Khasanbegura”, a Georgian
folk song. “Gordela” ensemble, p.25); 8. Metiuri,
a Georgian folk song Sandro Kavsadze’s choire.
Solo: Datashka and Gigusha Kavsadzes. 1937

L. Toradze
1. Gigani
T. Amireijibi
Festival Quartet
Piano trio “Trio per Te”
“Gordela” ensemble
Sandro Kavsadze's choire
J.D. Florez
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Nani Bregvadze
N.Chelidze and S. Jikia
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(feature: Is there a Theatre there?! p.29); 7. G.
Rossini.“The Lady of the Lake". Uberto’s aria. J.D.
Florez (feature: “La Donna del Lago” in Milan La
Scala, p.33); 8. Ch. Gounod.”Romeo and Juliette”,
Juliette’s aria, N. Machaidze (feature: “Romeo
and Juliette” in La Opera, p.37); 9. G. Bzvaneli.
“ I've Blown Out a Candle”. Nani Bregvadze;
(feature: “Amateur-turned-a Professional’, p.41);
10. K. Debussi. “On the Whites and Blacks”, part
I (a piano duet: N.Chelidze and S. Jikia (feature:
“The Music Devotee” p.48); 11. Z. Paliashvili.
“Daisi”. Kiazo’s aria. D. Gamrekeli (column:
“Music Publications”, p.62); 13.Larry Coriell.“Feel
Like Making Love”. 14. Erykah Badu. “Didn’t Cha
Know” (feature:”"The 14-th Jazz Festival, p.65).
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