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Nanuli Noghaideli
FElza Putkaradze

Figurative Words and Expressions in Adjarian Dialect

Summary

The Georgian word is really inexhaustible, rich, colorful and
expressive. That is not coincidental. The abode of the Georgian word
originates from the distant past of the Georgian nation, the people,
and together with the Georgian nation it has become the witness of
many glories, sorrow and pain of fall or excitement for revival-
strength, the deliberator of joy. The Georgian word is the garment of
the thoughts and feelings of a Georgian man.

Georgian language, its dialects are extremely rich with figurative
vocabulary, splendid expressions. The lexical material of Adjarian
sub-dialect is inexhaustible in this regard. There are a lot of characte-
ristic pictorial words scattered in the people and it is the key to the
morals, habits, lifestyle, tradition, and culture of the same people. The
verbal material of the people, the words and expressions embedded in
the people is inexhaustible. There is an inexhaustible supply of poetic
thinking, creativity of the people and pictorial representation of
thoughts, aesthetic imagination of the word and bringing it in a
beautiful, impressive, emotional, thoughtful form.

The study of Georgian pictorial words and expressions attracted
the special attention of researchers from the very beginning and is
one of the interesting objects of linguistics. It is true that Georgian
phraseologies have been studied, various aspects of research have
been highlighted, but we cannot say this in terms of the relationship

with the Georgian language dialects. The aim of our research is to
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describe the pictorial expressions taking into account the data of
Adjarian dialect and give them the form of lexical material. Figurative
words were given particular attention in Adjara, but the issue has not
been studied scientifically. The research in this regard is a timely and
urgent matter.

The first is that it is difficult to study folk words, as this kind of
vocabulary requires a systematic, long-term observation over the live
speech of the people. To find or collect the material often manifests
itself in direct contact with people. At the same time, such vocabulary
is abundant in the daily activities of economic or social life, which is
manifested spontaneously, unbearably, and, consequently, it is not so
easy to reveal them.

In addition to the above, many words or expressions are gra-
dually forgotten and gradually they have become part of history. This
variability of vocabulary is accompanied by the forgetting of pictorial
expressions and their gradual disappearance. That is why it is necessa-
ry to mark such statements as soon as possible. At the same time,
forgetting such words leads to language impoverishment. At the same
time, in line with the changes that have taken place in society, new
figurative words are emerging. Naturally, it is also urgent and ne-
cessary to study them and find a proper way to preserve.

Thus, when collecting lexical material, due attention should be
paid to the collection of the material of this series and it should be
reflected in the dictionaries of Georgian dialects. In linguistics,
however, less attention is paid to the study of dialectal figurative
expressions. Such dialectal expressions are an integral and inseparable
part of common Kartvelian phraseology.

Even more important and significant will be the separate edition

of the Dictionary of Pictorial Expressions. This is a more complete

157



representation of the figurative expressions commonly used in the
social life of the people. These kinds of dialectical data are of great
importance for identifying the processes that take place in the langua-
ge and especially for the correct understanding of the ethno-cultural
aspects.

We notice that there are many figurative words related to
agriculture, cattle breeding, marriage and various economic or living
aspects in the Adjarian dialect. Of course, collecting of these words
and phrases together will give us a concrete idea about the exp-
ressions and phrases used in the dialects and give us a deeper insight
into the spiritual world of the people. Our modest attempt is to
present more depth of the folk sayings in Adjarian dialect.

Naturally, the presented material will not necessarily introduce
the pictorial expressions spread among the people. This object of
study is inexhaustible. There is much more that can be traced back to
the pattern spoken with wisdom and delicacy. We think that the
presented material clearly shows us in the inner world of Adjarian life
and thought and once again proves how vivid, capacious, flexible and

colorful the Georgian word is.
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