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BY LIZ MCHEDLIDZE

The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly
recently shared an update on a meet-

ing held on the margins of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union (IPU) Assembly in
Tashkent. Parliament Chairman Shalva
Papuashvili met with the President of the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, Pia
Kauma. According to the OSCE, the main
topic of their discussion was the imple-
mentation of the OSCE/ODIHR recom-
mendations following Georgia’s parlia-
mentary elections held last year.

“On the margins of the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union (IPU) Assembly in
Tashkent, the President of the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly, Pia Kauma, met
with the Speaker of the Georgian Parlia-
ment, Shalva Papuashvili, and the Head
of the Georgian Delegation to the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly, Nikoloz
Samkharadze. The discussion focused on
the implementation of the OSCE/ODIHR
recommendations following last year’s
elections,” the OSCE Parliamentary As-
sembly wrote on X.

After the meeting, Shalva Papuashvili
reflected on the discussions with Kauma.

“I had the opportunity to meet with the
President of the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly, who, as the public knows, was
the head of the OSCE observation mis-
sion during the 2024 parliamentary elec-
tions,” Papuashvili said.

He also discussed the developments
that had taken place since the elections,
particularly highlighting his appreciation
for the OSCE/ODIHR’s election monitor-
ing efforts.

“I thanked her once again for the work
that the OSCE/ODIHR Election Obser-
vation Mission did in terms of observing
the elections and making assessments.
It is important that everyone respects the
OSCE/ODIHR report regarding the elec-
tions. Before the elections, we understood
that the OSCE/ODIHR report would be a
guideline for assessing the elections, but
then it turned out that everyone was try-
ing to turn a blind eye to the OSCE/
ODIHR report, which clearly states the
validity of the results that came after the
parliamentary elections,” Papuashvili
remarked.

Papuashvili Meets with OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly President

He also expressed concern that some
were disregarding the OSCE/ODIHR’s
findings and, instead, were offering per-
sonal opinions about the election results.

“Everyone is trying to express their
personal opinions regarding the elections.
We also talked about cooperation with
the OSCE, as well as the recommenda-
tions that exist after the elections, both

in terms of legislation and electoral prac-
tice,” the Speaker said.

Papushvili noted the ongoing efforts to
improve the election process, particularly
focusing on the local elections. He em-
phasized the need for legislative amend-
ments to enhance the technical aspects
of the election process and the overall elec-
toral environment.

“We also mentioned that we are work-
ing to ensure that the local elections are
held even better both at the technical level
and in terms of the electoral environment.
For this, legislative amendments are also
needed. We have implemented it and the
CEC is working on the issues under its
competence,” Papuashvili added.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Chairman of the Georgian
Parliament, Shalva

Papuashvili, discussed the re-
cent amendments to the Law on
Grants, which will introduce a
new system requiring donors,
rather than NGOs, to obtain
consent before issuing grants.
Papuashvili clarified that the
consent required will not be for
receiving a grant, but for issu-
ing one.

“With the amendments to the
Law on Grants, there will be a
system where the donor must
obtain consent, not the NGO.
This will be consent not to re-
ceive a grant, but to issue a
grant,” Papuashvili explained.

Papuashvili Discusses Amend-
ments to the Law on Grants

He emphasized that it is cru-
cial for the Georgian people to
know what is being financed in
their country and whether the
funding aligns with their inter-
ests.

“Unfortunately, there are
many irresponsible donors, with
whom we have been talking for
months, years about how they
should behave responsibly. We
see that they give money, and
then with this money they do
things like advertise the ‘Molotov
cocktail,’ carry out fascist cam-
paigns, and commit violent acts.
When we ask donors about this,
they act like it is not their re-
sponsibility. They are spending
the money of the people of their
country and they should behave

responsibly. They harm the in-
terests of our society when they
finance advertising of Molotov
cocktails, etc. Therefore, it is
important that the Georgian
people know what is being fi-
nanced in Georgia and that what
is happening in Georgia is in the
interests of the Georgian people.”

Papuashvili further explained
that the new system would en-
sure greater transparency, with
citizens being able to track what
is being financed and the pur-
pose behind it.

“The system will be that the
donor must obtain consent, not
the NGO. This will be consent
not to receive a grant, but to
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Weather

Wednesday, April 9

Day Rain
High: 17°C

Night T-storm
Low: 5°C

Thursday, April 10

Day Mostly Cloudy
High: 12°C

Night Showers
Low: 4°C
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issue a grant. If the donor wants
to issue a grant, they must ap-

Papuashvili Discusses Amend-
ments to the Law on Grants

ply to the government or a sub-
ject designated by the govern-
ment and obtain consent to is-
sue a grant. This will ensure

that the process will be fully
transparent for citizens and ev-
eryone will know what money is
circulating, what is being fi-

nanced, what projects are being
financed.”

He emphasized that this sys-
tem will also ensure that foreign
funding serves the interests of
Georgia, rather than those of other
countries or political entities.

“In addition, it will be ensured
that this is done in the interests
of the Georgian people, and not

in the interests of the Estonian
government, or in the interests
of any other country. We are citi-
zens of Georgia and everything
should be done in our interests,
not in the interests of other
peoples and their political inter-
ests, which, unfortunately, is
the case in some cases,”
Papuashvili said.
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TV Pirveli Cameraman
Alleges Ministry Pursu-
ing Administrative Case
Over Online Criticism

Lasha Jioshvili, a cameraman
for TV Pirveli, alleges that the
Ministry of Internal Affairs
(MIA) has launched administra-
tive proceedings against him fol-
lowing a Facebook post in which
he criticized the ministry.

Jioshvili shared a video on
social media showing a police
officer reportedly issuing a report
of a violation. He claims that the
MIA is pursuing charges under
Article 173, Part 2 of Georgia’s
Administrative Code, which per-
tains to verbal insults directed
at police officers.

“The patrol police officers
called me and told me that a case
has been opened against me…
They said they are filing a law-

suit with the court,” he said in a
statement aired by TV Pirveli.

Jioshvili asserts that the pro-
ceedings relate to a post made
on April 6, where he accused
patrol police of violating the law
and used profanity in reference

to the MIA.
“I posted a specific violation of

the law by the police. I am not

going to delete it… I still have
that opinion, of course. We will
meet in court,” he said.

He also criticized the police
for, in his view, monitoring citi-
zens’ social media posts instead
of focusing on crime.

“People who should be fight-
ing crime are sitting and watch-
ing my Facebook posts… If you
think that you will change some-
thing for your own good, I want
to tell you that you are chang-
ing it for the worse. We will meet
in court, and, of course, fire on
the oligarchy.”

TI Georgia Criticizes
Proposed Restrictions

on Foreign Grants
Eka Gigauri, Executive Direc-

tor of Transparency Interna-
tional Georgia criticized the
government’s proposed amend-
ments to the Law on Grants,
calling it an “act of persecution
against the Georgian people.”

According to the proposed
amendments, obtaining a foreign
grant would require prior con-
sent from the government or an
authorized official. Any grant
received without such approval
would be prohibited and could
result in legal consequences.

Gigauri said the move is a di-
rect response to the solidarity
and activism of the Georgian

public.
“This is an act of persecution

of the Georgian people. Through-

out this period, we have seen how
the Georgian Dream was afraid
of the solidarity of the Georgian
people. They were afraid of
people who help each other, they
were afraid of people who defend
the rights of the detainees,” she

stated.
She added that civil society or-

ganizations will continue their

work despite the potential legal
obstacles.

“We will continue our activi-
ties and do everything so that
those people who seek solidarity
can see it. We are confident that
we will win this fight.”

Lviv kicks off Year of
Youth by gathering

thousands of people for
the opening of the

European Youth Capital
2025

Lviv has officially launched its
title as the European Youth
Capital 2025 with a three-day
celebration from 3 to 5 April. The
event marked the start of a year
dedicated to empowering young
people across Ukraine and fos-
tering youth initiatives.The
opening event was supported by
the ‘EU4Youth: Youth Engage-
ment and Empowerment’
project, alongside other partners.

The launch began with an open-
ing ceremony on 3 April at the
Lviv National Opera, where sym-
bolic performances were combined
with addresses from national and
international speakers, including

a speech by EU Commissioner for
Intergenerational Fairness,
Youth, Culture and Sport, Glenn
Micallef. The Chair of the Euro-
pean Parliament’s Committee on
Culture and Education, Nela
Riehl, highlighted the opportuni-
ties this title brings for Lviv and
its young people. Speeches were
also delivered by Minister for
Youth and Sports of Ukraine,
Matviy Bidnyi, First Deputy Min-
ister for Culture and Strategic
Communications of Ukraine,
Halyna Hryhorenko, Mayor of
Lviv Andrii Sadovyi, and other
distinguished guests.

The second day was marked
by various side events and city
tours, with a highlight being the
Evening of Remembrance at the
Garrison Church of the Holy
Apostles Peter and Paul. The
Requiem Concert honored the
memory of young Ukrainians

who lost their lives defending
freedom and dignity.

The Grand Opening of the
European Youth Capital 2025,
held on 5 April, attracted over
10,000 registrations and brought
together several thousand young
people from across Ukraine.
Deputy Head of the EU Delega-
tion to Ukraine, Remi Duflot,
addressed participants, reaffirm-
ing the EU’s steadfast support
for Ukraine and its
youth.Throughout the day, par-
ticipants enjoyed performances,
interactive zones, discussions,
and networking opportunities.

A key moment of the day was
the workshop on grant application
and implementation, organised by
‘EU4Youth: Youth Engagement
and Empowerment’ project. This
interactive session was held with
the participation of youth
organisations implementing

EU4Youth-funded projects. The
workshop equipped young
changemakers with practical tools
for preparing strong project propos-
als and effectively managing ini-
tiatives. It served as a platform for
experience-sharing, peer learning,
and sparking new collaborations
among Ukrainian youth.

The opening was organised by
the TVORY! network of the Lviv
City Council with the support of
international partners UNICEF,
with financial backing from the
German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (BMZ) via state devel-
opment bank KfW, and the
‘EU4Youth IV: Youth Engage-
ment and Empowerment’
project, co-funded by the EU and
BMZ and implemented by GIZ,
with financial support from
KredoBank.
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