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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

More than 100 civil society
organizations (CSOs) have

condemned the Foreign Agents
Registration Act, set to be
adopted by the ruling Georgian
Dream (GD) party, calling it a
“repackaged Russian law” that
targets independent media and
the civil sector. In a joint state-
ment, they declared their refusal
to “live and work under Russian
laws.”

The statement also refuted
GD’s claim that its proposed law
is similar to the U.S. Foreign
Agents Registration Act (FARA),
arguing that the American law
“does not oppose the activities of
independent NGOs and free me-
dia”, whereas the Georgian ver-
sion directly targets both sectors.

In their statement, the orga-
nizations asserted that “any act
of Ivanishvili’s illegitimate par-
liament that restricts people’s
freedom is anti-Georgian and un-
constitutional.” They reaffirmed
their commitment to the Consti-
tution of Georgia and their mis-
sion “to serve the Georgian
people.”

Nino Lomjaria, founder of the
civic platform Georgia’s Euro-
pean Orbit, accused the govern-
ment of attempting to “suppress
any manifestation of freedom.”

“After the political arrests of
more than 50 people, raids, and
repression, they want to leave

Georgian Civil Society Organizations Condemn
Foreign Agents Law as ‘Repackaged Russian Law’

children and women who are
victims of violence unprotected,
cut off funding for scholars,
young people, and socially vul-
nerable families, and silence the
voices of the people,” Lomjaria
said.

Baia Pataraia, Executive Di-
rector of Sapari, pointed out that
the U.S. FARA does not apply to
media organizations and CSOs,
whereas the Georgian version
specifically includes them in its
explanatory note.

“Ivanishvili’s FARA, which

lies to be an American law, ex-
plicitly mentions CSOs in its
explanatory note,” she stated.
“Very soon, everyone will know
if this law is Ivanishvili’s FARA
or American FARA because if it
starts to be used against CSOs,
then we simply have a repack-
aged Russian law.”

Ucha Nanuashvili, founder
of the Democracy Research In-
stitute, argued that the law
serves Russian geopolitical in-
terests.

“Its main purpose is to imple-

ment Russian interests on the
territory of Georgia, and this is
precisely the goal of the whole
Georgian Dream, and this is ex-
actly what the illegitimate au-
thorities have been doing in re-
cent months,” he said.

Nanuashvili further empha-
sized the CSOs’ commitment to
resisting the law, calling it “un-
constitutional, anti-people, anti-
Georgian.”

“CSOs will take all necessary
steps to prevent GD from imple-
menting the law for the third

time,” he added.
The proposed Foreign Agents

Registration Act has sparked
widespread opposition from civil
society groups, media organiza-
tions, and international actors,
with critics warning that it
could undermine Georgia’s
democratic institutions and
European integration efforts. As
CSOs continue to mobilize
against the law, the debate over
its implications for Georgia’s
political landscape remains
highly contentious.
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A Berlin court has ruled against the
German government’s rejection of

two Georgian asylum applications, chal-
lenging the classification of Georgia as a
“safe country of origin.” The decision, pub-
lished on March 21, could have wider im-
plications for Germany’s asylum policy
and Georgia’s visa-free travel agreement
with the European Union.

The case involved a Georgian couple,
both former civil servants, who claimed
they were persecuted for participating in
pro-EU protests. According to their testi-
mony, the husband was dismissed from
his job, and the wife was officially repri-
manded for their political involvement.
They sought asylum in Germany, argu-
ing that their safety and rights were at
risk in Georgia.

However, their applications were ini-
tially rejected under Germany’s policy of
treating Georgia as a “safe country of ori-
gin”, a classification applied to states
where citizens are not at risk of political
persecution and where governments up-
hold fundamental rights.

The Berlin court’s ruling cast doubt
on whether Georgia meets the EU legal
criteria for a safe country. The verdict
referenced a previous ruling by the Eu-
ropean Court of Justice (ECJ) in Luxem-

Berlin Court Overturns Rejection
of Georgian Asylum Seekers,

Questions ‘Safe Country’ Status
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Weather

Tuesday, March 25

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 16°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: 5°C

Wednesday, March 26

Day Mostly Cloudy
High: 17°C

Night  Mostly Cloudy
Low: 7°C
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bourg, which found that a country can-
not be classified as entirely safe if part of
its territory is not under government con-
trol.

“There are significant doubts as to
whether the definition of Georgia as a safe

Berlin Court Overturns Rejection
of Georgian Asylum Seekers,

Questions ‘Safe Country’ Status
country of origin complies with EU law,”
the ruling stated.

The court noted that Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, which
are outside the control of the Georgian
government, create a legal precedent
similar to Moldova, which was denied full
“safe country” status due to its breakaway

region of Transnistria.
Furthermore, the court expressed con-

cerns about LGBTQ+ rights in Georgia,
suggesting that discrimination and state
protection failures could challenge the
country’s safe designation.

A representative of the Berlin court,
quoted by Germany’s dpa news agency,

stated that the ruling allows the Geor-
gian couple to remain in Germany while
their asylum claims are reassessed.

This decision could set a legal prece-
dent, potentially making it easier for
Georgian asylum seekers to challenge
rejections in German and other EU
courts.

More significantly, the ruling could
affect Georgia’s visa-free travel arrange-
ment with the EU, a key benefit for Geor-
gian citizens. If asylum applications from
Georgia increase, European policymakers
may re-evaluate migration policies to pre-
vent abuse of the system, as has happened
with Western Balkan countries in the
past.
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Georgian Dream’s
Investigative Commission

Summons Lelo Leaders
for Inquiry

The parliamentary investigative com-
mission established by Georgian Dream
(GD) to examine the activities of the
Unity - National Movement (UNM) gov-
ernment has summoned Lelo for Geor-
gia party leaders Mamuka Khazaradze
and Badri Japaridze for questioning.

The commission’s session is scheduled
for March 25 at 10:00, where the case of
“Magnati” LLC will be discussed. The
company’s owner, Jemal Leonidze, and
his lawyer, as well as Khazaradze and

Japaridze, have been invited to attend.
However, it remains unclear whether the
Lelo leaders will be present at the ses-
sion.

The investigative commission, chaired
by Thea Tsulukiani, was formed by Geor-

gian Dream to examine the activities of
the UNM government from 2003-2012.

According to GD’s official statement,
the commission aims to conduct an “ac-
curate and transparent investigation”
into the previous government’s activities
and assess any political, economic, or
other threats that may have stemmed
from that period. The findings will be used
to prepare recommendations, conclu-
sions, and draft decisions.

Mikheil Kavelashvili Rejects
Salome Zourabichvili’s

Lawsuit Against ‘Russian Law’

Mikheil Kavelashvili has rejected the
lawsuit filed by Salome Zourabichvili
against the Russian law, leading to the
termination of the case in the Constitu-
tional Court.

On October 9, 2024, the Constitutional
Court had partially accepted the
president’s lawsuit for consideration. The
court was set to examine the law’s com-
pliance with several articles of the Con-
stitution.

A statement released by Kavelashvili’s
administration justified the rejection of
the lawsuit, emphasizing the law’s role

in ensuring transparency and account-
ability:

“The Georgian Law on Transparency
of Foreign Influence is based on trans-

parency and accountability, which con-
tributes to the protection of the most im-
portant principle of Georgian statehood –
the national sovereignty of the state and
the stable development of the country.”

The statement further outlined the
purpose of the law:

“The law serves to inform the public
as much as possible about the origin of
funding for organizations that promote
the interests of foreign powers. Accord-
ingly, the President of Georgia, Mikheil
Kavelashvili, has decided to reject the
constitutional lawsuit.”

EU boosts support for
independent media in

Ukraine with extra
Euro10 million

 The European Union has an-
nounced an increase in its sup-
port for independent media in
Ukraine, with a new Euro10 mil-
lion funding package.

This new funding builds on

more than Euro100 million that
the European Union has already
invested in independent media in
Ukraine since 2017. Since the
full scale invasion, the EU has
supported independent media
with around Euro37 million in

grants, and supported the estab-
lishment of a centre in Przemysl,
Poland, to serve as a workspace
for media evacuated from
Ukraine that were able to get
news about the Russian aggres-
sion to the world.

As part of the new
package, the EU will pro-
vide Euro10 million for
independent media to en-
sure their sustainability.
The initiative will provide
grants to a range of me-
dia organisations that
will in turn support indi-
vidual independent jour-
nalists and media outlets

through sub-grants:
Euro3 million for Internews

Europe to support media in war-
affected regions and promote in-
vestigative journalism.

Euro2 million to Reporters
Without Borders, funding pro-
tection measures for at-risk jour-
nalists and supporting small
media outlets.

Euro1 million to the Institute
for Mass Information for small
and medium-sized media outlets.

A further Euro1 million will
be allocated to smaller-scale
projects, such as the Black Sea
Foundation and the Docudays
festival.

An additional Euro3 million
will be allocated through a new
call for applications in May 2025.
It will focus on strengthening lo-
cal and regional media outlets
and supporting investigative
journalism in Ukraine.

“Russia’s aggression extends
beyond the battlefield. Russia
uses massive disinformation to
undermine unity and reduce in-
ternational support,” said
Katarína Mathernová, EU Am-
bassador to Ukraine. “A strong
independent media in Ukraine
is more crucial than ever, and
EU funding will help sustain it.”
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