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SUMMARY

Literary semiology studies the specific character of symbols and
symbolic phenomena in the literary language.

The literary language considerably expands the semantic field of
the word. Semiology studies processes of expansion, rules of uniting
aesthetic symbols. Its objective is the research of the polyvalence of
symbols, images, the “behavior” of definers and those to be defined,
in this processes.

While using the semiological method during the study of the
literary language, the softening of the description of the linguistic
precision and the accentuation of literary-acsthetic relationships take
place, as literary expressions and phrases do not represent symbolic
and lingual models in the proper meaning of these concepts. The
symbolic processes in the literary language take place not only in
linguistic, but in the psycho-linguistic and aesthetic zone as well.

It is absolutely necessary to characterize the syntagmatic and
paradigmatic planes of the text to describe the literary-lingual
relationships. The syntagmatic plane becomes stronger by introducing
contiguous symbols in it, and the paradigmatic one - by connecting
the different ones, and by associative deepening, the actual
“neighborhood” is created along the syntagmatic axis, and virtual
connections arise along the paradigmatic one. The description of these
planes will solve the following problem - which of them is mostly
used in the works of a concrete author, or, in other words, what type
of consciousness the writer's mentality belongs to.

There are two groups of meanings in semiology: denotates and
connotates. Denotates usually satisfy the demands of the
communicative purposes of the colloquial speech. Connotates express
hidden and associative meanings in which the convention of the
colloquial language between the definer and the defined play a
secondary part. It is just the connotative layer that creates the
aesthetic value in Otar Chiladze's literary language and text.
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Unrealized symbols and indexes which are considered to be the chief
aesthetic symbols by Roland Bart, are mainly created at the
connotation level. Connotations represent meanings of usual and
occasional character and strengthen the expressive and emotive
function of the language.

Unlike the colloquial language the fiction language rejects the
conventionality of the symbol and strives to gain the expansion of the
association arcas and the dispersion of meanings. Literature as the
model of “possible life” realizes the actualization of all those
symbolic possibilities which are embedded in a word.

Binarism is also one of the semiotic problems. An incessant
process of surmounting binarism goes on in Otar Chiladze's works by
means of bringing oppositional structures together. The weakening or
surmounting binarism takes place both on metonymic and metaphoric
axes, both by interweaving semantic fields, and by means of gradual
lexical resemantization of metamorphosis, simile.

Hermeneutics or the philosophy of cognition may be considered to
be the most adequate philosophical theory in regard to the semiology
method and Otar Chiladze's works. The above-mentioned method
makes it possible to practically use hermeneutics and other
interpretational methodologies with regard to the literary text, as
comprehension in regard to the literary text is the attempt to interpret
the meaning of those symbols which the literary system in the form of
language offers us. Thus, the objective of the semiologic study for us
is not the deciphering of ideas, but the formation of those rules and
conditions which help to work out meanings. The use of the
semiological method while studying a work of fiction means the kind
of analysis which considers the work of fiction to be a text, and the
text itself to be a structurally regulated, but an open system, in
principle, and the object of the interpretation study.

The attitude of a creator (writer - in this case) towards language is
analogous of that of man towards the universe. The universe with its
sensitiveness exists to let man know something. Comprehension itself
is similar to this “language” existence of the universe where
everything -eternally moving, changeable, interwoven, is still part of a
whole system. The impulse of solving the problems of the universe,
human being, history, cognition and existence always urges man to
find meanings. This general language impulse is especially noticeable
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in the language of fiction, where language is free from the function of
communication and turns to itself, in other words, begins to uttcr such
things that are impossible under the conditions of the primary
reference. It is likely that the author’s inner wish, his creative
impulse to cognize meanings, is prompted by the will of expressing
and telling them. Thus, every step of interpretation criticism while
studying language can be considered to be a step made towards the
cognition of the universe.

The factor of comprehension is also decisive because the spirit of
the Georgian culture, a unique expression of the attitude of the
national consciousness towards the universe, is imprinted in the
language tissue of Otar Chiladze's novels. Thus, it is impossible to
discuss the language of fiction and the problem of creative spheres
connected with it apart from general philosophic and cultural
problems.

Comprehension and defining represent homological acts going on
in different spheres (psychological-comprehensive and linguistic). In
the space of language the opposition between the subject and culture,
different cultural systems, history and man is overcome. The
characterization of the procedure of comprehension is achieved most
profoundly and perfectly by means of the text, as not only linguistic-
semiotic, but also imaginative, cognitive, heuristic impulses, deep and
superficial layers of consciousness take part in creating it. It is the text
that helps to revive in the recipient’s perception, those cultural
intentions which a certain language and national mentality is
characterized by, be it consciously or unconsciously.

Connecting old realities with new ones, history with
contemporaneity in Otar Chiladze's novels essentially aims at the
realization of comprehension, and is also a suppressive factor of the
inner disintegration of an individual and nation, meaning that the
incompatibility with reality is overcome by means of comprehension
in both cases. Entering the space of the comprehension of the text is
nothing else than the endless process of moving towards possible
meanings, during which the text seems to regain what language as a
super-structure “knows” in advance.

The linguistic symbol represents the object and appears as its
substitute. Unlike it the aesthetic symbol, in the act of representation,
mainly relies on the result of the intuitive-emotive perception and is
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its substitute. In this way it posses into imaginary reality and gains
emotive life which the substitute of the object-symbol-lacks. Defining
is not a mere naming, but a symbolic act which is prompted by the
symbolic logic. and obeys the principle of equivalency, and not that of
analogy, i.e. it is the act of codification, and not that of identification.

Unlike the symbol of the communicative language the symbol of
the fiction language is part of a coded system which implies
aesthetically worked out purposeful information and sends the
recipient to other object of the system. Aesthetic symbols are
unconventional symbols, though in some cases (e.g. general cultural
symbols) they tend to close because of frequent repetitions and
knowing the cultural and cognitive environment.

The force of the influence of the symbol does not depend on the
completeness of the definer and the defined; it depends on those
connections which the symbol establishes with its real or potential
neighbors, i.e. on the phenomenon which we call the surroundings of
the symbol. Or in other words, the force of the symbol is defined by
its ability to find its place in new connections, or to expand the area of
meanings.

National cultures differ in the ways of coding and specificity of
devices. This specificity gives us the idea both of the author’s
individual style of thinking and the originality of the national
language. The repeated coding done by the literary thinking is the
foundation of new styles, literary systems and theories, analytical
methods of approach of a new type.

Symbols in Otar Chiladze's works unite in the following groups:
1. antitype or providential; 2. belonging to the national culture;
3. receptive expectation; 4. character; 5. psychological; 6. conceptual;
7. time-space; 8. indications or incomplete symbols (symbol-signals)
where the connection between the definer and the defined is not
complete, and the symbol is not clearly distinguished from the
defined.

The semantic fields of emotional, psychological, time-space
symbols often intersect one another and attach themselves to the
concept of something lost, given up, forgotten, past and remembered.
The significance of this group of symbols is special. They represent
both the representators of lost, time, the emotional state of the
character and the sign of his/her psychological type.
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Myths and folklore, toposes and archetypes, the Biblc and history
are distinguished by a high quality of semiotics. They create pcculiar
additional “languages” in the literary system which must be
recognized and interpreted in respect of a new context. The intensive
use of these phenomena points at the author’s ideological code.

The process of defining in C .ar Chiladze's works does not take
place only once or periodically. It is conditioned by his ideology and
is the principle transformed in a literary style. The symbol is a
permanently mobile structure moving towards a virtual component
part, meaning, and while doing it, changing its type by the contact
with neighboring symbols.

The symbols are united in common blocks not only within one
novel, but along the whole literary system. The semantic unity of
symbols is also noteworthy. For instance, “rope” is a symbol-weapon
of the ties with life, the unconscious, providential force, connection
with people.

A symbolic situation is created in the field of the functioning of
the symbol. It represents a hermeneutic situation, preparation for the
comprehension act, the meeting of “languages” and consciousness of
the writer and the reader. A mutual intersection of codes takes place
in the symbolic space, the adjacent borders of symbols expand
considerably, and the boundaries of established symbols are
surmounted.

The study of symbol-connecting methods enables us to state the
author’s psychological and cognitive type. The symbols join one
another on a syntagmatic and paradigmatic planes, or in the real and
potential “neighborhood”. The syntagmatic plane is reflected in the
organization of the composition of the plot, in the syntactical order of
the sentence. The paradigmatic plane is shown in disposition,
metaphoric connections, in the procedures of time space switching on
and off, in the associations relationship of symbols.

The material-objective and abstract-lingual levels of an object are
joined in a literary symbol. In this case associations represent direct
meanings, and the logical feature of the object is natural. The more
profound the symbol is, the more natural the connection between the
intelligible and the emotive zones is. Chiladze manages to overcome
the conceptual and emotional opposition, to approach such a plane of
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expression, where the logical features of the object are revealed as
naturally as the emotional attributes.

Chiladze uses simple, complicated and complex symbols. The
symbols which move the meaning to a deeper plane are complicated
ones. Complex symbols create intersection points, homological
accordance between them and are orientated towards new meanings.
For instance, the symbols of a character’s behavior are usually simple
or complicated ones; while those of acting and thinking belong to
complex ones. Complicated and complex symbols connect with each
other on both - paradigmatic and syntagmatic axes, though each of
these planes plays a different part in different cases while creating a
certain meaning. In cases of creating particularly profound and
complicated symbols (such as, for instance, the stranger in “The
March Cockerel” ) a process of generation takes place-symbols
themselves generate other symbols .

The meaning is created by means of a complicated synthesis of
objective and subjective factors. The concept lying at the basis of the
meaning is characterized by vagueness, the uncertainty of boundaries,
though it has a clear-cut nucleus. Vagueness is related to its peripheral
part, and it is this vagueness that is used for literary communication
intensively. The meaning is a function that connects the essence of the
object with its subjective perception and creates a changeable form of
relationship between them. In the language of fiction this subjective
perception is reflected as the real (experimental) essence and
foundation of the relationship between the objects. Thus, it is the
level of the form of meaning that finally defines the expressive-
emotional function of the language.

Meaning as the organizing structure of the text of fiction, takes
part in the whole creative process, expressed by lingual means. All the
same time the zone of the aesthetic influence of meaning is wider than
that of language because of the individual nature of the language of
fiction. For example, in the poetic language the zones of thought are
frequently quite unknown, but the meaning is formed in the aesthetic
zone.

It is expedient to begin the analysis of the meaning levels in
Chiladze's novels with the study of big semantic blocks. Al the same
time we must also consider the fact that due to the unconscious
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systemn order the meaning and any concrete block of meanings is
extremely sensitive to any displacement of symbols.

The problem of the integration of meaning levels will be solved in
the following way: none of the levels is able to create meaning
independently. Each unit belongs to any one level, and it only has a
meaning if it is able to integrate at a higher level. For instance, the
meaning of Amiran’s father as a forbear in gcneral, is formed after
having passed the whole Aniranian spectre till it finds itself in the
son’s symbol. At this stage of integration the father’s symbol in a
circular way, again returns to the unity of father and son’s context.
The process of integration is expressed by a continual movement of
meanings from denotational to connotational levels and vice versa.

The global meaning is a virtual whole which does not represent a
sum total of concrete meanings. We can visualize Chiladze’s text as
the discrete flow of symbols towards the global meaning. Its aesthetic
quality is defined by the wish to overcome the convention between
the symbol and meaning, the expectation of a new connection. The
openness of the text is expressed in this way as well. The whole
horizon of viewing meanings is reflected in symbols .

The analysis of the plot and composition enables us to follow the
devices of uniting the components of the literary work in the process
of creating the dynamic unity of the text. The subject-compositional
symbols take part in the organization of general boundaries of
meanings in different ways: by stopping the development of action, its
slowing down or speeding up, by switching off of time and space, the
organizing of causal connections, etc. Composition is an original
model of causal connections in which one can read the accordance of
the main and local meanings.

The character’s action is determined by a function ( or else -
destiny) or is liberated by discourse (or by those possibilities which
the author’s narration gives the character). The characterizing and
psychological signs of characters unite in one common character code
and join the conceptual-ideological codes and the codes of cultural-
national belonging and social functioning. The characters represent
the symbolic signs of the intentions of the social consciousness.
Speech, behavior, thoughts, symbol-tools, activitics are characteristic
features of characters.
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The possibilities of the development of narration depend upon the
pratypes of certain models of characters and their behavior and
activities. Narrative models create conceptual spaces for the
orientation movement of symbols . In Chiladze’s novels the
possibilities of narration are quite varied and are chiefly realized in
the following models: enemy and ally; hangman and victim; crime
and error; incident and plotting, etc. These models are not only
narrative, but also profound conceptual models reflecting the author’s
points of view on the problems of existence.

The first allies are genetic relations, especially fathers and
children. An enemy in the role of an ally (Major, Frikse) or a genetic
relation in the role of an enemy (Kussa, Medea, Ayette’s
grandchildren) mean the change of the function of archetype allies,
and is presented as a harbinger of a catastrophe (the treachery of
children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces and foster - fathers). The
meaning of a migrant implies the connotations of an enemy come as a
friend and is connected with the model of an enemy. It is an extremely
powerful and efficient social-psychological model (Major, Frikse,
Ayette’s grandchildren). When an enemy plays the part of an ally in
the name of justice he carries out an aggressive pseudo-moral policy
towards a certain character, i.e. he uses a “double standard®, and this
is secret plotting (Major, Sonya, Kussa). The enemy - ally model turns
into the opposition of a hangman and victim or approaches it by using
them.

The victim is realized in the image of a rescuer. This role is mainly
played by children. They try to make their father’s dreams come true.
A disinterested victim represents the last desperate from of appeal to
the Lord, and is connected with the concept of survival. A life
intention, and not a real agent, turns out to be an ally of the global
phenomenon that is to be defined. This denotes the smashing of the
historic determination, a change, and the setting in of a new cycle in
the flow of time.

The main moves of the plot are connected with the determination
of destiny and its “agent” - a chance happening. It usually appears at
the intersection points of lives, epochs, and is one of the most
powerful stimulating structures of the development of the plot.
Beyond the chance happening and determination one can clearly see
the signs of violence and intrigue, in other words - the structures of
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the “double standard”, respectively the image of an enemy disguised
as a friend, that of a violator - in the role of a rescuer, of self-interest-
in the guise of kindness and disinterestedness, etc.

The error is connected with a fatal inevitability. It may be
characterized as fulfilling an opposite task. The model of the “error”,
on the political plane of events, is correlated with the concepts of
crime and enemy. The inability of recognizing the signs by a
protagonist means “going blind”. When the action is planned by the
will of fate, it is not the character who is to blame, but the victim
whose error is caused by his having gone blind.

The main textual meanings in Chiladze’s novels are formed by
means of weakening and removing oppositions. The devices and
methods of reducing and overcoming oppositions are reflected in the
process of resemantization of meanings. Chiladze’s ideology
recognizes order and system as the stimulating force of the inner
spiritual processes of the universe and human being. The former are
characteristic features of the general intention of life. The world of
the dead comes to life in memory, and a circle between death and life,
past and present, upper and lower communications - closes. The act of
burial is the sign of the restoration of the order of the universe. The
opposition of the past and future is overcome not by rejecting the
past, but by entering and understanding it.

Survival can be considered to be the main semantic structure of
Chiladze’s universe. It is connected with ethical, historic, social and
cultural spheres and embraces the general-national and cultural levels
of existence. In “ The March Cockerel” the survival - death opposition
is overcome at the level of individual freedom. In Chiladze’s works
the will of freedom, as the most powerful and deep life-bearing
impulse, signifies not “a blind impulse” (Shopenhauer), but the
endeavor of being a man, love and responsibility for the order
necessary for living and everything else that man remembers and
knows.

Chiladze uses three rules for joining the members of the
opposition: metaphoric (the penetration of semantic fields into one
another); Metonymic (the principle of gradual approach by means of
attracting bordering meanings), and symbolic (expressing one member
by mean of another on the basis of some deep convention).
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The relation between fathers and children are connected with the
oppositions between the past and future, life and death, freedom and
slavery, survival and destruction. The most profound connotation of
father denotes a mystic unity with death. The father shares the
knowledge of the past (death) with his son, in this respect the unity of
father and son is the overcoming of death and life(past and future)
opposition (the father’s installation in Georga’s body). The son’s
intention towards the future is connected with the father’s intention
towards the past at a semantic-functional level (“One must pass
through the past in order to reach the future™). Thus children’s craving
to be with their fathers, is firstly a natural expression of the cyclic
movement of the universe, and secondly - the manifestation of the
life-bearing impulse, strength, energy on the background of death, and
by means of death. The opposition of death and survival is overcome
by memory, knowledge and ethical improvement.

Freedom is one of the central phenomena to be defined. The
second member of the freedom - captivity paradigm has lost the
meaning of the inevitable determination, and it is substituted by a
different type of inevitability ensuing from the nature of freedom, but
at the same time representing an opposing structure to it. Amiran is an
eternal symbol of struggling of freedom and captivity. Having
surmounted the ready structures of language and consciousness,
Chiladze looks for the levels of existence and consciousness. The
conceptions of the freedom, both at the levels of existence and
consciousness. The conceptions of the freedom - captivity opposition
are also overcome by the continuous re-semantization of the symbols
of freedom (“A Captive of Freedom™).

The analysis of the stylistic-lingual layer, oppositions and time-
space enables us to come to the conclusion that Otar Chiladze's
stylistic consciousness is characterized by anti-centrizm, or such
semiologic practice where unlike European “logocentrizm” (Jacques
Derida), the preliminary idea of the superiority of any member of the
oppositions is rejected. Choladze’s semantic intentions in regard to
the members of the opposition are equal.

Chiladze uses myth as “a secondary semiologic system” in which
both, the attitude of the national consciousness towards the universe
and socium and the national psycho-genetic type are reflected. As a

230



specific “language” myth contains ciphered information about those
structures which direct collective unconscious-logical operations.

In Otar Chiladze's novels myth is used in the following ways: 1. at
the ideological level to create conceptual models and 2. at the
language level, in the form of images, metaphors, symbols. The
above-mentioned functions in Chiladze,s novels are performed by
various mythical structures: archetypes, mythical plots, mythoids,
mythemes and folk-lore reminiscences. By introducing mythical
structures Chiladze manages to make social notions, ideas,
orientations, historic events the inner state of a character, to overcome
the contradiction between the past and the future, the etemnal and the
transient times. By means of the myth Chiladze introduces the most
significant intention characteristic of mythic thinking - the belief in
the universal order of events and the time-space cyclic changeability,
or in other words -the belief in the eternal character of life. It teaches
us how man must get the upper hand of his partial nature by
identification, or by means of becoming aware of being united with
the organic whole (“The March Cockerel”), how to adjust in his
consciousness a separate phenomenon to the whole, the transient - to
the eternal, how to enrich the poor knowledge by means of the
wisdom preserved by people. From this point of view myth does not
“tell us only about death” (Yaspers), but it also teaches us how to live
- this is what Chiladze tells us. Life through death, the future through
the past, reality by means of softening that fundamental opposition
which disintegrates man’s idea of the universe being whole. Chiladze
turns history into ideology by means of myth.

Chiladze introduces the archetype of Amiran by means of
perception. He associates Amiran with somebody existing, alive,
mobile, lovable, missed - father. He achieves this association by the
actualization of smell, perception (“He smelt of his father, he thought
he was his Father at first™), by means of what belongs to the sphere of
a sudden and unexpected perception, the deepest layer of
consciousness, and has the strongest and primary vital intention. The
unconscious associations are realized by means of senses. The traces
of forgotten memories, the deeply buried knowledge come to the
surface and are recognized in the same way (“The March Cockerel”).
Myth performs the socialization of man at a very deep level. The
identifying element embedded in it is realized in the reader as his/her
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own experience by means of the language of fiction. In Chiladze’s
works myth represents an eternally living, intuitive knowledge based
on senses, a general structure of the unconscious directed to self-
restoration, survival and renewal. Everywhere in the text where we
come across a mythic structure and an archetype symbol, a symbolic
situation is created and the reader’s attention to the text becomes
strained, the meanings are easily abstracted from the sensitive-
concrete to the logical layers and vice versa.

The existence of numerous mythological correlatives in Chiladze’s
characters enables us to find in them not only semantic components,
but also a deep semiotic sublayer which has been transformed many
times at the stages of its development (Noah, Cain, Ariadne, Amiran).
They are scattered throughout the whole text in the form of the
remnants of meanings and are associated with modern general
national problems.

Time in Otar Chiladze's works is an immanent phenomenon of his
ideology and stylistic tissue. There are two main aspects of time -
space organization that attract attention in Otar Chiladze's novels:

1. the time-space individual model where physical and
psychological, subjective and objective, perceptive and apperceptive
times are synthesized;

2, the model of deepest structures of Time and Space working
under the condition of particularly strained rcgime of consciousness
(in the process of creating), when the structure of time and space is
the most complicated, and influences the function of thinking much
stronger than at the lower levels of its organization.

These two aspects, both psychophysical and individual aesthetic,
participate in determining the national consciousness and the type of
culture, for the type of culture is formed by means of those elements
of the whole cultural structure that are original and individual in each
such “Language” of separate cultures.

The main characteristic feature of Chiladze’s time-space model is
“anticentrizm” (Jacques Derrida), the preliminary idea of the priority
of same member of the opposition is removed. For instance future in
Otar Chiladze's literature has no priority in comparison with the past,
the upper to the lower, light to dark, ratio to emotion, the defining to
the defined. His semartic intentions are equal in the relationship with
the members of the opposition.
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A vivid example of the “anti-centrizm™ is the metaphor “are sky”
(“Dreams, hope, love are buricd in the sky” - “Avelum”). This is a
metaphor of upper-lower communications, and at the same time - the
overcoming of the oppositions of reality and imagination, but for “are
buried” which is associated with the semantic field of the earth, the
concept of time would not have closed the circle between the past and
the future, i.e. it would not have been able to overcome, the
dichotomy between the sky and the earth, the past and the future, the
life and the death, between the inner and the outer cosmos.

The circle is a universal model for all those structures which act as
culture and perform an open communicative function. Therefore, in
Otar Chiladze's ideological-artistic system the circle is the unifying
global symbol of time-space structures, the psychological time-space
among them. Otar Chiladze's time is circlic , reversible - “What
happens once, happens forever”. By means of this psychological
archetype of time the one-sided stream directed to its exhaustion is
crossed. The opposition between generations, the dichotomies of the
inner and outer, conscious and unconscious, being and consciousness,
nature and culture, myth and history, ratio and emotion, life and
death, past and future are also overcome by means of the model of the
circle.

Space is as symbolic as time. Special images are either containers
of meanings or symbolic models of the universe (Vani, the garden of
Dariachang, Okajado’s palace, Giorgi’s cattle shed, the winter hut, the
Island of Sunrise, Trianon palace etc.). Bakha’s cellar, the grave, the
vineyard, the sarcophagus, the cave, the nether world - are places of
initiation where Otar Chiladze's characters go to save themselves, to
return to the past, to regain their life-forces, or to cognize their highest
predestination.

In the places where the intersection of time-space occurs the
plunging of meanings takes place at a deeper connotation level. At
such points distortions of physical time-space, i.e. the active centers
of the concentration of artistic functions of time-space, are created.
To be more precise, they occur at the moments of transition and
alternation where the “self-appearance” of time is achieved by veiled
or evident symbolic means. The cock’s crowing in the night that has
not turned into day (“The March Cockere!”), the newbom Cusa’s
crying in the heavenly quiet of Dariachang (“A Man was Walking
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along the Road”), the din of the Makabeli clock (“Each Man Who
Finds me”), the sound of knocking in “Avelum” - are obvious signs of
the change of time, of its readiness. The covert symbolic( “The sea
made its first step back”) or by abstractions (“He had the smell of his
father, he thought it was his father at first”). By means of the intuition
and senses Otar Chiladze connects reality with the deepest structures
of the unconscious (“Niko remembers the smell of the nest™).

The meeting of semantic fields of space (as of the outer
experience) and time (inner experience) takes place in time-space
images. Ukheiro’s sail-sized canvas is a metaphor of this meeting: the
past is presented as the synthesis of spacial pictures of the lost time
and the none-existent dream. The intersection of the semantic fields
of the canvas and sail makes us see the substance of the character’s
inner cosmos.

Another example: Avelum identifies himself with the tree growing
near “the grave where the involuntary lost knowledge is buried
intentionally”. This image as the unifying sign of space (of the sky
and the earth) and time (the past and the present) simultaneously
points to both - the secret predestination of its creator - writer, and
the meaning. The change of space obeys the just interchange of life
and death (i.e. time), or the natural order of the universe (the dead
make room for the living on the earth, and pass into remembrance
themselves).

The crystallization of the feelings connected with the spent
strength is realized in the idea of the past. The return to the past is
accompanied by the belief in “ego” being substantial, identical. The
past is the time of self-reflection, and is connected with the feeling of
survival. To know time means to know the past, i.e. to see the way to
rescue. The opposition of perishing and surviving is overcome by
means of cognition. Therefore the concept of the time and
remembrance, at the level of meaning, is connected with the archetype
of for father, and by means of cognizing their meaning, with the
responsibility for the past. Survival, repentance, duty, responsibility,
gratitude, freedom are essentially the forms of the relationship with
time.

The language of Otar Chiladze's novels is based on the poetic
perception of the
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universe. It is expressed by the belief in the indivisible unity of the
creator and the universe.

Chiladze’s language is the expression of the paradigmatic type of
consciousness. The paradigmatic consciousness establishes
connections between objects not by means of analogies, but by means
of homological accordance. This is the type which also dctermines the
specificity of Chiladze’s language.

We must view two aspects in Chiladze’s language: a complicated
accordance of the deepest layers of the general national and individual
consciousness and the synthesis of the languages of poetry and prose
in which the relationship between the two different intentions - the
emotional and referential, i.e. between the stylistic and
communicative, is synthesized in a special discourse formed by the
respective structures of these intentions.

This language expresses a certain stylistic model of the universe
by its essence, and with its whole structure belongs to the “contents”,
i.e. contains information. Chiladze’s language is an isomorphic datum
based on the intention of survival, and which, depending on it,
performs self-regulation: surmounting semantic oppositions, it moves
towards completion, unity. It represents order based on the
unconscious logic of symbols, it is directed towards the restoration of
the system of values by means of the meanings preserved in the
language.

Based on its own structure the text contains several ideas
simultaneously. Chiladze’s language multiplies, “increases” meanings
by means of activating the emotive zones of the word. He turns them
back into the womb of the language again and again, does not allow
them to freeze in conceptions, i.e. forbids them to die.

Life, existence, universe, with their incessant movement,
changeability seem to be called on creating meanings, and not
freezing them, on making the process of their movement,
changeability longer. In this respect Chiladze’s language is an
isomorphic idea of life. It represents a system of culture and
knowledge reflected in stylistically transformed symbols. His text
reveals both a general symbolic nature, i.e. the adequate ability of the
symbolic nature of the universe, and the specific national possibilities
of symbolization. At the same time Chiladze’s text contains stylistic
information orientated on concepts and value. This information
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reflects inner activity in regard to the existing reality, based on deep
inner inevitability.

Chiladze’s discourse represents the “spreading” of the language in
the metalanguage sphere. On the one hand it is directed towards a
pragmatic situation, and on the other - to the mental process of the
participants in the communication act. The discourse as the field of
the actualization of the text, accentuates the word. Various types of
mental processes and extra-linguistic situations are revealed in it. As a
particularly organized act, Chiladze’s discourse has a semantically
emphasizing function, and respectively polishes syntactic
constructions. Chiladze’s type of narration, its manner in “Avelum” is
the expression of that special ability when the discourse “remembers”
the symbols scattered throughout the whole narrative system and is
able to join them any minute. Due to this ability, he artistically builds
a text with deep layers, and all these layers take part in its semantic
representation in different ways. The symbolic feature of Chiladze’s
discourse is revealed in the responsibility in regard to the historic-
cultural and ideological-political context which gives birth to it.

A specific national and emotional experience is revealed in
stylistic devices - image and metaphor, the ability of uniting thinking
and emotional experience, language and reality, i.e. the ability of
uniting different phenomena.

Metaphor is the basic structure of Chiladze’s world as 1. the
ideological principle; 2. a psychological disposition; 3. an essential
feature of poetic speech; 4. the main means of organizing the text.

Metaphor, as an ideological principle, implies a representation of
the elements of the universe in an endless process of connections and
relationships, in movement, development. The metaphoric character
of Chiladze’s world is revealed in the paradigmatic unity of things
and events, in the symbolic and paradigmatic type of consciousness in
general.

As psychological disposition, metaphor is connected with a
particular activity of imagination, the creation of a new imaginary
quasi-reality by means of an image.

The metaphoric language and metaphor, as an essential feature of
poetic speech, is based not on the outer resemblance or logical
connection of events, but on emotional and homological accordance.
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Metaphor, as the organizing structure of the novel, takes part in
connecting signs and symbols both at the levels of contents and
representation. In the latter it is revealed in the unity of the
compositional parts of the plot, in the specificity of the time-space
organization; at the level of contents - it is revealed in the reduction of
oppositions and overcoming them, in a particular ability of connecting
events.

As a phenomenon, it will be considered to be not a purely
linguistic and psychological act, but an expression of the ontological
at the psycho-linguistic level. Metaphor is an image-bearing
expression of the intuitive perception of connections and unity of all
levels of existence.

Metaphor gives birth to the impulse of freedom primarily in the
sphere of representation. By means of metaphor Chiladze describes
the universe using the forms and categories of life. By means of an
image, he makes meaning linger in space which is an antientropic
phenomenon by its essence.

By means of metaphor Chiladze overcomes radical semantic
differences between objects and plunges the meaning into deep
connotation to avoid the convention of the colloquial speech between
a symbol and meaning. Therefore he always strengthens and deepens
the symbol, as a conventional cultural sign, by means of a metaphor,
penetrates the sign with discourse to prevent the formation of the final
meaning, and turn it back into the process, the circle of life. For this
purpose Chiladze also uses simile which expands the semantic field
only temporarily, at the moment of perception.
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