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Paris

This issue of Gushagi is a first attempt to print this Georgian émigré journal
in other languages besides Georgian. We acknowledge in advance that it may.
not perfectly reflect the whole complex spectrum of political, social, cultural,
and economic life in Georgia today, but we think that its shortcomings in terms
of up-to-date information will not much diminish our sincere endeavor to give
You an honest account of the sad state our homeland is in today, something that
is, unfortunately, prohibited in Georgia.
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List
o of Political Prisoners in Georgia,
£y . 5
5 whose lifes are in danger because of torture
July, 1993

1. Dshambul Akhalaia - severely tortured

2. Mamuka Aptsiauri

3. Zaza Arsenidze

4. Gela Bardzimashy badly wounded on hands and feet

5. Zurab Bardzimashvili - saverely tortured with nails, psyciatric drugs,
an attempt was made on his life

6. David Benidze
7. Guram Beselia
B. Besarion Bochoridze
9. Dzhustan Bokuchava
10. Albert Borchashvill
11. Nemo Chanturia - severely tortured
12. Ramaz Chargogrishvili
13. Shalva Chilindrishvili (member of the Georgian Helsinki Union,
Deputy of georgian Parliament in exile)
14. Mamuka Danelia
15. Levan Darakhvelidze
16. Leri Donadze
17. Zaza Dzhikia
18. Khvicha Dzhokhadze
19. Gela Gachechiladze
20. Zaur Gelashvili
21. Prof. Dr. med. Gedevan Gelbakhiani - lost sight in one eye and deafened
22. Tamaz Gochelashvili
23. Zurab Gogichaishvili
24. Tamaz Gorelashvili
25. Simon loramashvili
26. Irakli Iremadze
27. Zurab Kadshaia
28. Givi Kalmakhelidze
28. Dato (Temur) Kapanadze - member of the Georgian Helsinki Union, after his arrest
the house of his family was burned down, his wife and children suffered burns
30. Simon Kavtar;
31. Otar Khabash
32. Gela Khaduri
33. Gia (Sergo) Khakhviashvili
34. Khizanishvili
35. Zaza Kiria
36. Emzar Kobaidze
37. Omar Kochlamazashyili
38. Guram (Rosland) Lakia - very ill, Ppresently at home under baned order
39. Ivane Lashkarashvili

[presently at home under baned order)
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Koki Gugush
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Paris

This issue of Gushagi is a first artempt to print this Georgian émigré journal
in other languages besides Georgian. We acknowledge in advance that it may
not perfectly reflect the whole complex spectrum of political, social, cultural,
and economic life in Georgia today, but we think that its shortcomings in terms
of up-to-date information will not much diminish our sincere endeavor to give
You an honest account of the sad state our homeland is in today, something that
is, unfortunately, prohibited in Georgia.

—the editors






One Life

What is it that begets sacrifice for a
Sriend? It is love, all-embracing, boundless
love for man.
What is thar begets freedom? Again, it is
love, this time love for supreme truth....
Zviad Gamsakhurdia,
"In Memory of Guram Reheulishvili*

Georgia has faced severe trials so many times, so many times been laid waste,
ravaged, devastated and subjected to the yoke, and finally Russified and
Sovietized, yet has never suffered pain more bitter than the grief of the last night
of last year....

Zviad Gamsakhurdia. The months that have passed since the final moment of
his life are not yet enough for us to assign this personage to his proper place in
Georgia’s and Caucasia's recent history. The well-oiled machinery of i
propaganda and vulgar ideology has expended enormous energy and funds to
prevent this time of truth from coming.

The name of Georgia’s first President needs no flowery epithets from us. The
chronological facts alone are enough to measure his service to Georgia, and his
nature and worldview are beautifully reflected in the words which he dedicated
to the memory of Guram Rcheulishvili: "His entire being, like the surging
elements themselves, burned with that Promethean fire which enlightened
Europeans have always called the essential hallmark of Colchidian,
Georgian character. What is Promethean fire if not the fire of love, of
sacrifice? Why, after all, was Prometheus-Amirani chained to the rock on
the high Caucasus? May we perhaps take that mythical Titan to be the
personification of this nation’s soul?"




1939. Family. He was born to Konstantine Gamsukhurdia, the great Georgian
writer, and Miranda Palavandishvili, the daughter of Prince Palavandishvili, who
was shot by the communists for his part in the Conspiracy of 1924.

1954. Thirteen-year-old Zviad creates his first patriotic organization,
Gorgasliani ("The consciousness of citizenship, and later the statehood that must
define the mind and conscience of the nation, can only be restored on the basis
of nationality....").

1956. "Down with Soviet occupation forces! Down with Georgia’s
communists, traitors to the motherland! Long live free, independent Georgial"
For distributing these slogans he is arrested along with Merab Kostava. It is his
first incarceration.

1958. Jailed again for distributing anti-communist proclamations,

1958-1962. Years of learing. He studies literature, philosophy, theology,
1 Georgian hagiographic and Ibero-Caucasian culture, He
translates Homer, Shakesp Shelley, Baudelaire, Apollinaire, and 20th-
century American poetry. He writes a great deal. He devotes much time to The
Man in the Panther’s Skin and analyzes lations of it in other I

1962. He graduates from the Western E pean | and Li
Faculty of Tbilisi University. During the same period, he and Merab Kostava
work to revive religious and spiritual values and clean the KGB-infiltrated clergy
out of the Church. He forms study groups to study religious doctrines and
distributes religious literature.

1973. He defends his candidate’s dissertation,

During the 1970s, he works actively in the field of human rights, establishes
contacts with other dissidents in the Soviet Union, distributes the works of
Solzhenitsyn, Sukharov, Amalrik, and others in Thilisi and also sends them to
Moscow.

In the same period, he launches the struggle to prevent the destruction of
unique architectural monuments such as Davit Gareja, Gelati, and others, "It is
a defect of our time that we no longer have an organic feel for mythology.
For too many, the world of myth is one that is divorced from the reality of
life and art. In fact, however, the loss of the living experience of myth leads
to man’s philistinization and is the chief cause of the crisis and barrenness
of intellectual life today. It is mythology that gives the archetypal models of
cosmic and human existence. Myth, properly interpreted, lifts the veil from
many mysteries of human life" (“In Memory of Guram Rcheulishvili,” p.
551).

1974. He founds The Golden Fleece (Okros Satsmisi), the first independent
Georgian political journal.

1975. He forms the Helsinki Group and becomes a member of the Moscow
Chapter of Amnesty International,

1976. He founds a group to monitor the Helsinki Accords (one of the first in




the Soviet Union) and leads efforts to protect human rights (especially religious
rights) in prisons.

1977. He is expelled (unanimously!) from the Georgian Writers Union "for
subversive activity against the Soviet state."

1977. He is jailed again along with Merab Kostava. There is psychological
torture, threats against his family, ransacking of his and his father’s archives,
hunger strike, efforts to expel him from the country.... Prison in Thbilisi,
incarceration in the KGB's Lefortovo Prison, kept in isolation in the Serbsky
Psychiatric Hospital....

1978. He is accused of publishing the NTS Procl ion in The Georgian
Herald (Sakartvelos Moambe). He is threatened not only with eight years of
incarceration but also expulsion from the country (there were pluns to "trade”
him)- After consulting
with Merab Kostava, Gamsakhurdia publicly "repents his crimes. "

His "repentance" was quickly seized upon by all historians and politicians who
were so well trained by the KGB (and the "red intelligentsia” was not idle
cither). Let us remind those who called Gamsakhurdia's "repentance” an act of
cowardice that in that coerced action, which took place in the KGB's offices,
Zviad Gamsakhurdia only acknowledged that certain aspects of his anti-Soviet
endeavors were mistaken; he.did not, even as a tactical move, renounce his
national liberation struggle. More important, at the cost of his "repentance”
(which, for a man like Zviad G kh ia, d sacrifice,
a point on which his adversaries are stubbornly silent) he succeeded in having
the pederast Keratishvili, a thief and corrupter of youth, driven out of the
Church, in protecting the official status of the Georgian language, and opening
a number of churches in south Georgia. Even more important, however, was the
fact that thanks to his "repentance,” the Georgian national movement was not
deprived of both its leaders at the same time--Gamsakhurdia and Kostava, That
is what his "repentance” bought.

The time will come when this nation will properly condemn the critics of
Zviad’s repentance. Let us now, however, quote the well known dissident
Grigorenko: "I believe the time will come when the Georgian people count
Zviad Gamsakhurdia and Merab Kostava as their greatest national heroes..."
(Tribune of Freedom [Tavisuplebis Tribuna] No. 21, 05, 1979, Paris). As for
Georgia's national hero Merab Kostava, immediately upon being released from
prison he again joined his spiritual brother Zviad Gamsakhurdia, who was
already the acknowledged leader of the Georgian national liberation struggle.

1978, Along with a group of Soviet dissidents, Gamsakhurdia is nominated
for the Nobel Prize.

1979. Late in the year, Gamsakhurdia returns to Thilisi from exile
(Kochubey, Nogay Steppe).

Suslov-Andropov-She:

launch a paign to create an apartheid



regime in Abkhazia, and the Georgians of Abkhazia become virtual hostages.
Gamsakhurdia launches a movement to protect the rights of Georgians in
Abkhazia.

1981, Resumption of the fight to defend Georgian traditions, morals, and
customs (it was during this period that Shevardnadze proclaimed his weird
slogans "On Eradicating Harmful Traditions and Customs of the Past" and his
equally “patriotic” "Let Us Make Georgia Into a Laboratory of Socialist
Internationalism!" (2!). In The Georgian Herald Gamsakhurdia publishes an
article titled "The Battle of Darkness Against Resurrection," in which he tweaks
Shevardnadze’s "sun ceremonies” (intended to replace christening), the fact that
the traditional Day of the Dead was moved up a week, "Thilisoba"-type
celebrations, and the like.

1981, He is jailed again (along with others) during the observance of
Miskhetoba on the grounds of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral.

1983. He publishes the journal Georgia (Sakartvelo), whose first issue is
devoted entirely to the "Georgievsk Treaty" (the disgraceful document that made
Georgia a part of the Russian Empire--editor’s note) and the administration’s all-
out preparations to observe the 200th anniversary of it. Scientists’ letters about
that terrible alliance are published. The second issue of the Jjournal is devoted
to cases of discrimination against the Georgian population in Lower Kartli by the
Shevardnadze regime. 2

1983-1987. Regular contacts with foreign radio stations. A strong campaign
in defense of Kostava, whose term of exile has been extended; efforts on behalf
of the Church, culminating in the ication of two thieving bishops.

1987. A major surge—the struggle against the communists’ latest plan, which
would be fatal to Georgia, to build a mainline railroad across the Caucasus.
Signatures are collected among the people, and a special issue of the Jjournal is
published. Another special issue is devoted to investigative efforts to determine
the truth about the ination of Ilia Chavachavadze, and another special issue
is in support of the students at Davit Gareja.

November 1988. A hunger strike to demand that the article on Georgia’s
sovereignty be retained in the Constitution.

1989. Mighty demonstrations all over Georgia demanding complete
independence for Georgia.

April 9, 1989. The day that not only witnessed the unmasking of the true
nature of Gorbachev’s "perestroika," as incarnated in the unparalleled savagery
of communism's barbarians, when participants in the hunger strikers’
demonstration were massacred by Russian soldiers, but also the day that marked
the beginning of a new era, culminating in the demolition of the Soviet Union
and rapid decolonization all over Eastern Europe.

April 9, 1989. Zviad Gamsakhurdia is arrested for the last time....

1990. The Round Table political bloc is founded under Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s




leadership; its immediate goal is to hold non-Soviet, multiparty elections in
Georgia and then to struggle for the country’s complete independence.

October 28, 1990. The Round Table-Fres Georgia political bloc wins the
elections, with Round Table-Free Georgia winning 64 percent of the votes and
the Communist Party winning 30 percent. Georgia becomes the first republic on
the giant Empire’s map to defeat the communists without bloodshed, by
constitutional means.

November 14, 1990. At the First Session of the Supreme Council of the

public of Georgia, G: rdia is elected Council Chairman.

March 31, 1991. The referendum on the question of Georgia's independence.
Ninety-nine percent of the population votes for an ind lent Georgia.

April 9, 1991. The restoration of Georgia’s independence is declared.

May 26, 1991. Multi-candid: idential electi are held, with six
candidates. Zviad Gamsakhurdia wins 87 percent of the votes and becomes the
first President of the Republic of Georgia.

"You are indeed closest to everyone who has in some way ever partaken
of your personality’s unique flame and has touched that flame to the wick
of his own soul. You were indeed near and dear to everyone, because men
saw in you their own innermost being, one perhaps even brighter than what
they themselves had. You broke the chains which others wore. In you,
everyone saw himself free of chains, and that is what drew them to you.
You personified the freedom which everyone yearns for, consciously or
unconsciously. You shattered the dogmas of philistine morality through
life’s paradoxes. Seemingly chaotic yourself, inwardly you were a powerful
organizing force. Through denial you strengthened affirmation; seemingly
dissonant, you were in fact a most wondrous harmony. I remember the fire
in your eyes, I remember your incomparable smile, brilliant as the sky,
your thundering fury, and yet I also remember the calm gestures that made
Yyou such a delightful Iberian. All your life you personified the impulse to
freedom, and with your death you showed all of us your exalted capacity for
sacrifice."

"In Memory of Guram Rcheulishvili," p. 558

The dismantling of Soviet institutions and structures begins in Georgia, a
process that is terribly difficult and painful. The President and the Parliament
embark on a bold course of action--an uncompromising struggle not only for de
Jjure but also de facto independence. Moscow’s every attempt to maintain
political influence over Georgia fails; the Republic’s Supreme Council confers
the status of "occupation forces” on all Soviet troops stationed in its territory.
The rulers of Russia launch an unprecedented campaign against the President
and his country. Efforts are stepped up to artificially foment ethnic conflicts in
Abkhazia and S: hablo; there are ic blockades; a campaign of slander

against the President; stepped-up KGB activity among the political parties; the




creation of non-governmental armed units, financed by the mafia; and so many
other things.

August 19, 1991. Russia’s first "putsch. * Opposition factions in Parliament
accuse Gamsakhurdia of sympathy for the putschists. With this absurd
accusation, the opposition embarks on a dangerous political adventure, which
ultimately proves fatal to the country. As for the President’s attitude toward that
farcical putsch, it is reflected clearly in this evaluation: "A- palace spectacle, a
show...." That definition, the only accurate one at the time, has become

blished in the bulary of political scienti

September 2, 1991. The opposition’s first serious provocation, near Tbilisi’s
Cinema House.

October 4, 1991. The first attempt at a coup d’etat by armed representatives
of the opposition.

December 1991-January 1992. An armed coup d'etat. By that time,
Georgia’s independ; had been gnized by 22 countries, including the
United States.

The coup d’etat was carried out by the criminal world, Russian military force,
and Russian intelligence services, with the active participation of Georgia’s
political parties and nomenklatura intelligentsia,

January 6, 1992, The President and his retinue depart from Tbilisi and go
to Tjevan, Armenia, by way of Azerbaijan. The President is treated to complete
isolation and false hospitality by the Armenian government, which is preparing
to turn Gamsakhurdia over to the putschists....

January 16, 1992, With the help of J. Dudayev, the President of Free
Chechnia, Gamsakhurdia goes to that country (the pilot who managed to
organize that flight was Anzor Bedia).

November 1992. The exiled President takes his first trip to the West, makes
peeches in Finland’s Parliament and on television, and holds press conferences.

November 26, 1992. German authorities refuse to issue Gamsakhurdia a visa
to enter their country. German scientists and public figures protest this decision.
Their protest is joined by Otto von Habsburg, the well known deputy to the
Europarliament. The newspaper Die Welt publishes an article which, for the first
time in Europe during that whole period, emphasizes Russia’s role in the
Georgian coup d’etat.

December 1, 1992. Austria. President Gamsakhurdia, accompanied by
Supreme Council Chairman Merab Kiknadze, enters Vienna at the invitation of
the International Society for Human Rights. Press conferences in Vienna are
widely reported by the Western press. The Russian Desk of Radio Liberty
broadcasts a lengthy interview with the exiled President.

December 5, 1992. France’s leftist socialist government refuses to issue a
visa to President Gamsakhurdia, despite demands by large numbers of the
Georgian émigré community, led by Otar Zurabishvili and Shalva Takaishvili,




that a visa be issued, and despite a personal appeal to President Mitterand from
Mr. Giorgi Tsereteli, the editor of Gushagi at the time.

December 7. The Turkish government refuses even to issue a transit visa for
President Gamsakhurdia to refurn to Chechnia,

December 13. According to the Russian Desk of Radio Liberty, Georgian
Procurator B hvili has d the institution of criminal proceedings
against the President and has demanded that the Austrian government be
instructed to turn the President over to the current eorgian regime.

Add to all this the fact that the President’s reﬁresentarives in Europe have
been receiving unofficial (but insistent) bits of "advice" from high-ranking
diplomats, to the effect that "Gamsakhurdia has no other chojce--h will have
to request political asylum in Europe or agree to talks with Shevardnadze. "

The time limit on the President’s stay in Austria is down to a few hours. The
circle of yet one more plot is nearly closed.... But, as always, he has "an ace
up his sleeve” that, as usual, surprises everyone: the President returns to
Chechnia by way of Lithuania.

The President’s active political life continues. His chief. concern is for western
Georgia; the Abkhazian War is nearing its logical conclusion, the numbers of
refugees mount day by day; the genocide of the Georgian people continues...,

July 20, 1993. The Georgian President appeals to Georgian troops in
Abkhazia: "T call upon all Georgian troops and commanders deployed on
Abkhazian territory, and the entire population of: Georgia, not to obey the orders
of E, Shevardnadze and his ist regime, and not to give up one inch of
Abkhazia, which has been Georgian land since time immemorial, Never forget
that the state border of the Republic of Georgia runs along the Psou River!*

September 24, 1993. After more than two years of exile, the President
returns to Georgia and takes command of a large army. He appeals to
Shevardnadze to resign voluntarily and hold free parliamentary elections. He
appeals to Shevardnadze’s junta to settle the conflict by political means in order
to avert a civil war. Meanwhile, legitimate government has been restored over
almost all of western Georgia, without any fighting. The President’s military
units take Poti, Ozurgeti, Lanchkhuti, and Samtredia.... It is now only 14
kilometers more to Kutaisi. It is but one more step to the Georgian people’s
victory....

October 9, 1993. Finally, Shevardnadze gets his heart’s desire: the excuse
tocall on Georgia’s age-old oppressor--Russia and her soldiers--for “help." Then
he bows, clicks his heels and again takes his "Little Brother's" seat close to that
cozy hearth, a seat that would make his sincerest mourner feel uncomfortable,

"There is another weakness which we human beings are prone to: when
an extraordinary person walks among us we are always trying to find
‘ordinary’ traits in him, and everything which we find peculiar in him we
try to ascribe to ‘strangeness’ or ‘posturing.” There is one thing, however,




that liberates us from this kind of philistinish short-sightedness--namely, the
death of that person...."

"In Memory of Guram Rcheulishvili,” p. 558

* oWk %

P. S. Those bereaved who bear your name, President Zviad, could say
nothing to you in farewell--nothing, because by your very life that flashed across
Georgia's sky like a dazzling ray of light, dear Zviad, you have said everything!

--Gushagi

d ok ok X

On January 23, a memorial service was held in St. Nino’s Georgian Church
in Paris for Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the President of Georgia. It was attended. by
the President's son Konstantine Gamsakhurdia and his family, Georgians from
America, England, Belgium, Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, and the
Georgian community in France.

Prior 1o the ceremony, Father Archil Davrishashvili, the Archpriest of St.
Nino's Church, addressed the congregation:

Let Us Not Disdain the Blessing of Our Birthright

My dear countrymen! From now on, Georgia's three-color flag is draped in
mourning. Not just for forty days or for one year, as is the usual custom, but
forever, because today our motherland is not only mourning and weeping over
the cruel death of a man who was a fervent patriot, a brilliant man of leaming,
honest and forthright, but--even more terrible--the violence and injury that has
been done to our country’s lawfulness and honor. The hope of the Georgian
nation, the symbol of its future, the first and so far only man ever elected by the
people to be the President of the Republic of Georgia, has been shamefully
murdered. We bow our heads before his tormented hody and give him our
thanks.

We give him our thanks because, from the time of his youth, through his
selfless and tireless efforts, his self-sacrifice and eternal struggle, he reawakened
the national movement that had been smothered in blood and fear in the 1920s
and 1930s. For us, the sons and daughters of the Georgian national emigration,
his voice was the voice that expressed the ideals of our fathers and grandfathers.



We give him our thanks because, through his efforts and his uncompromising
lifelong struggle, he instilled national consciousness and inspired hope in a
Georgian nation held captive by Soviet rulers, We give him our thanks because
he opened the eyes of our youth, the young and inexperienced national
movement, which, thanks to his leadership, succeeded in restoring Georgian
statehood.

We give him our thanks for restoring May 26, that day so precious to our
fathers, and for bringing back our thres-color flag, our coat-of-arms, and our
national anthem,

We give him our thanks for his period of leadership, during which, brief
though it was, the Georgian people regained a sense of their own honor, It was
a brief but hopeful period in our tormented nation's history.

We give him our thanks and bow our heads for his boundless devotion to his
people, even at the cost of his own life!

My dear countrymen, no matter how difficult and painful our suffering is
today, we must not despair. The death of one man, however eminent and great
a personage he may be, must never stifle our people's aspiration to achieve
independence and freedom! The struggle to build a revived, free, tolerant
Georgia will continue, for the benefit of all its sons and daughters regardless of
their origin, whether Georgians, Ossetians, Abhazians, Armenians, Tatars,
Russians, Greeks....

My dear countrymen! Evil times have sown the terribly dangerous sins of
envy, rancor, and misunderstanding among the Georgian people. With all my
faith in Christ and my love for each and every one of you, I beseech you not to
forget the path we have traveled together, our kinship, our blood ties, our
friendship, our common faith in God and our true fidelity to Georgia.

Let us not offend God, let us not forget his commandments. Our Lord Jesus
Christ, our God and Savior, our only hope and salvation, has taught us this:
Love one another, for everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have
love among you.

Let us not disdain the blessing of our birthright. Differences of opinion are
necessary, but they must be accompanied by respect for one another. Let us put
aside our arrogance and look upon one another with love and tolerance. Let us
be able to perceive our own faults and come to our senses. Let us be done with
strife and trouble. Today more than ever, our motherland needs us to reconcile
and come together.

Dearest Manana, my dear brothers Konstantine, Tsotne, Giorgi! We embrace
you with sympathy and repeat to you the comforting words of the Apostle Paul,
Wwhich you surely know so well: "Our brothers and sisters, we want you to know
the truth about those who have died, so that you will not be sad, as are those
Wwho have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe
that God will take back with Jesus those who have died believing in him."



Dear brothers and sisters, it is not death that puts us apart, but sin and evil,
May God give us the strength to overcome that evil, for the sake of our
motherland. May God give comfort, consolation, and peaceful and bright solace
to God's servant, our dear departed Zviad, the devoted, suffering President of
the Republic of Georgia, and all those who perished with him.

Father Archil Davrishashvili,
Archpriest of St. Nino's Church, Paris

I

After the service, a bid of farewell to the President was given by Georgia's
Sformer representative in France, Mr. Otar Zurabishvili:

My Dear Zviad!

Today in this Georgian church, the church that serves Georgians living in
exile, where people have always prayed for the souls of the heroes who died for
Georgia, we are holding this memorial service for you. The first official
memorial service for Georgia’s first President, more than twenty days after your
death....

You set out on the path of the struggle for Georgia when you were just a
young boy. You knew even then that you were destined to fight to restore your
motherland’s lost honor; you joined the struggle of those: great personages whose
self-sacrifice enabled:

Colchis to withstand the invasion of the Romans;

Georgians to throw off the Arab yoke in the 9th century;

to become free of the Mongols;

to rise again, free of Turkish and Persian domination, in the 17th century;
to drive out the Russians at the dawn of the 20th;

and, finally, to break the heavy chains of Soviet colonialism,

While still a young man, you chose to stand with Georgia and were thus in
opposition to most of your contemporaries, who easily became accustomed to
lies, duplicity, and compromise.

With all your being, you plunged into the struggle, first alone but, very soon,
together with your friend and future de-in-arms Merab Kost: Merab,
who did not live to taste the fruits of victory.... Then you looked to find like-
minded people, you made contact with them even outside your homeland, You
were the first to establish contact with the Georgian political émigré community




beyond the Iron Curtain--a community that was the symbol of the struggle you
were engaged in.

Thanks to you, starting in 1975 a bridge was built between Georgia and
Georgians living outside the country, a bridge to the third generation of
Georgian émigrés, which, still rather young, did not see Georgia as a wondrous,
fairy-tale land but rather as the land where you were fighting to restore the
nation’s honor, to defend the Georgian language, to protect human rights. And
that struggle of yours did succeed in restoring Georgia’s independence,

We will never forget the path of suffering and martyrdom that you travelled
as you waged your struggle. You were victorious, happy, and your people
rallied to your side. That was what astonished the West--to witness the devotion
and love your people had for you.

Being with the people was true happiness for you, because it is the people
who are the carriers of the Georgian soul. Georgia’s history has been and is still
being written in the blood shed by the people, the people who stood by your side
and formed the nucleus of the Round Table. Georgia has them to thank for her
restored independence.

But you were well aware of the savage battle being launched by the enemy
against you and your cause.... And the time came when Darkness conquered the
Light, and lies conquered the truth, when the slogans of "democracy” were
bandied about in preparation for the bloody putsch, the Mkhedrioni was created
to shed Georgians” blood, Russian soldiers were invited onto the soil of Georgia
to "establish peace, " and Georgians were kicked off their own land, plunged into
poverty, and turned into beggars with their hands outstretched at the crossroads
of the world....

But that wasn't enough. It had to lead to this terrible political ass
destroy any last hope.... Instead, the pposite hapy I, for it has
sense of responsibility to you, and that is our hope for the future.

Dear Zviad! They have taken your life from us, they have even taken your
tormented body from us. God rest your soul, Zviad!

Otar Zurabishvili
Vice President of the Georgian Association in France

* kK

At the end of the memorial service, Medea Tushmalishvili, a deputy of the
Georgian Parliament in political exile, thanked those who had attended:
".... Thanks to you many members of the Georgian émigré community who cherish
Georgia’s freedom and who have remained faithful eternally faithful 1o the
Georgian people’s national hero, Georgia's first President, a man who devoted
all his life to the idea of Georgia’s independence. "
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What Was It That Brought About the Coup d’etat in Georgia?

It is no longer a secret that the coup d’etat in Georgia was carried out at
Russia’s initiative and through its efforts. A great deal has been written about
this both in Georgia and outside. Of particular interest is Mr. Irakli Batiashvili’s
testimony, published in the Georgian newspaper Iberia-Spectrum (Iveria-Spektri)
on February 5, 1994, titled "Vicious Circle."

The article is especially interesting in that its author, Irakli Ba!mshvnh. was
head of the Georgian Security Committee (the KGB) in 1992-1993. Mr.
Batiashvili resigned from the chairmanship of the KGB on his own initiative,
because he had come to feel that violations of human rights in Georgia had gone
too far. Here are some excerpts from his article:

One of the chief and decisive factors in the December-January coup, again,
was Russia, in particular:

--the leadership of the Transcaucasian Military District;

--the Transcaucasian subunit of the General Staff’s Main Intelligence
Administration;

--the leadership of the Military District;

--Russia’s Foreign Intelligence Service;

--the Transcaucasian District’s Military Counterintelligence Unit;

--and, most important, the rulers and politicians of Russia. What role did they

lay?

i First: Russia’s politicians und military men were in regular contact with
Georgian "democrats"; they supported them and egged them on ideologically and
morally.

Second: Russia’s Intelligence Services put their extensive agent network in
Georgia into operation in ways necessary to carry out subversive work against
the regime of Z. Gamsakhurdia and to back up his opponents.

Third: The Transcaucasian Military District supplied weapons and
ammunition to Sigua and Kitovani [the leaders of the coup--editor’s]. With the
authorization of the Russian government, the Transcaucasian Military District
provided the necessary support to the armed opposition, with weapons and
ammunition. During the street fighting in Tbilisi, Russian-trained military men
took part in certain operations,

As far as Russia’s Intelligence Services are concerned, they were abundantly
represented both among the intelligentsia, in the various parties, in the ranks of
the Guard and, in particular, the Mkhedrioni (from the day it was formed,
Mkhedrioni was being manipulated by a special department, Military



Counterintelligence, which regularly sent its spies into Mkhedrioni and
eventually filled it with its agents. Hence, Russia put all its enormous resources
to work in order to promote the coup d’etat.)

Hokokoie
What Did Russia Gain From the Putsch in Georgia?

One can say that Russian diplomacy achieved great success in Caucasia: it
took possession of that region once again, most importantly Georgia, a country.
which Russia had owned for two centuries and which is very important to it both
in geopolitical and military terms. Georgia is Russia’s route to Asia, the Black
Sea, the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus. In addition, it is a country which
borders on Turkey, a member of NATO.

Russia did everything it could to bring Georgia back into its Empire--the
pro ion of ethnic conflicts, ic blockades, and, finally, the coup d'etat
of December 1991-January 1992, which was accomplished by means of an
alliance of the party nomenklatura, the mafia, and Russian military power.

The putsch in Georgia led to the couatry’s political destabilization, civil war,
breaching of its borders, strengthening of the mafia (basically thanks to the

ics business), pl ic collapse, i and the murder of
Georgia’s first President. Everything was in pursuit of one aim: to have Georgia
join the CIS and sign a military treaty with Russia.

On February 5, 1994, Georgia was visited by Russian Federation President
Boris Yeltsin, whom Eduard Shevardnadze greeted with these words: "Georgia
cannot live and develop without Russia; alliance with Russia will bring
independence and happiness to Georgia...."

Let us look at some of the terms of the treaty bringing this "independence”
and "happiness" to Georgia: "The new treaty between Georgia and Russia,”
writes Moskovskiye Novosti special correspondent Mikhail Shevelev, "basically
benefits Russia’s top military brass. Russia’s army is now encamped in Georgia-
-not as ‘an occupation force’ but as a legitimate army. The Russian army
couldn’t ask for anything better in regard to the geography of its deployment,
either. Infantry troops are stationed in Thilisi’s military bases, in Batumi and on
the Turkish border. Add to this a military air base and a naval base in Abkhazia,
also Russian troop units keeping surveillance on the railroads all over Georgia.

"It wasn’t very long ago that Georgia was a country which didn't have a
single treaty with Russia; today, however, the number of Russian troops in
Georgia is substantially higher than the number of Russian troops stationed in
other republics. Naturally, all of this is very pleasing to Russia’s top brass. The
creation of new naval bases for the Black Sea Fleet in Batumi, Poti, and




Ochamchire might even solve the Crimean problem in the future.... One
paragraph in the new Russian-Georgian Treaty, which states that Russia is to
help Georgia develop and f pons, is very profitable to Russia’s
military complex—especially since the weapons business is going to be legal in
the near future.” ..."The Russian Empire was replaced by the Soviet Empire, "
Mikhail Shevelev continues, "and the Soviet Empire has been replaced by the
Russian Federation, but Georgia’s fate remains unchanged: it will continue to
serve as the staging area for Russian influence in Caucasia, the North Caucasus,
and the Black Sea...."

~-Mikhail Sheveley
Moskovskiye Novosti, No 6,1994

* ok ok ok

A great many letters like the following are coming to Gushagi from Georgia.
All of them make it clear that the Law of the Jungle rules in Georgia as the 20th
century comes to a close, and therefore it is hard to say what will result from
the publication of these letters. And if we have decided 10 published Irakli
Gorsiridze's and Tamaz Kaladze's letters it is only because many international
human rights organizations already know about these things (in particular, the
editors of Gushagi and the France- Georgia Association immediately turned a list
of journalists who have been arrested on political grounds in Georgia over to the
Journalistes sans Frontieres international organization). 5

Authoritative international centers such as the Frankfurt/Main Center for the
Protection of Human Rights, and Helsinki Groups in Great Britain, America,
and Finland, have i I if the grave dition of political
prisoners in Georgia’s prisons and have expressed outrage over it. Robert
Chambers, the General Secretary of the International Society for the Protection
of Human Rights in Frankfurt/Main, had this to say (The Guardian, July 22,
1993): “There can be no hope of peace and political stabilization in Georgia,
because the authorities are resorting to violence, imprisonment, torture, and
destruction of the opposition. Shevardnadze talks about ‘pluralism and freedom’
of the press, yet two important opposition newspapers have been closed on the
government’s orders, their offices have been trashed, and their journalists have
been persecuted. There are more than seventy political prisoners, including
Professor  Gedeon Gelbakhiani, former member of Parliament Viktor
Dormukhovsky, and university Professor Zaza Tsiklauri, who have been badly
tortured. Each one is an active but nonviolent member of the opposition. A
report made by the British Helsinki Group (a delegation visited Tsiklauri in

prison) states: ‘He had a new wound on his left eye and burns on his legs.’"
"We call upon Shevardnadze clearly and directly," Mr. Chambers continues, "to




fiee the political prisoners and half the persecution of the press. These are the
indisy ble | qui: of any stabilization and aid from the West.... Mr,
Shevardnadze will have to learn something that he did not know when he was the
Soviet Union's Foreign Minister--namely, that personal rights and freedoms form
the basis of stability and peace.... "

Gushagi

ok

...I belong to the older generation of Georgian journalists. I was born in
Thilisi in 1923, in a family of traditional intellectuals, T have been working in
journalism since 1948, When I realized that journalism is not a free sector in the
Soviet Empire but rather a tool in the Politburo’s hands to control the people,
I quit the field as a sign of protest and worked as an editor for the Georgian
Film (Kartuli Pilmi) Motion Picture Studio. I returned to Journalism in April
1989 and created my own independent newspaper, lberia-Spectrum. The
newspaper became Very popular in Georgia, because it adhered to democratic
principles. It also caught the attention of the Europarliament’s publishing
service, which suggested that starting in 1994 we should publish our newspaper
in English, in London, and distribute it in the countries of Europe.

It is because of these democratic principles that the current authorities in
Georgia, who came to power as a result of the military coup, dislike Iheria-
Spectrum. The newspaper has suffered from harsh repression since the beginning
of 1992--it has been raided, closed down, and financially strangled. It came to
the point on October 4, 1993, moreover, that Revaz Urushadze, a leading
journalist on the paper, was arrested without any cause. When my wife and 1
went to the Police Department to find out why our colleague had been arrested,
they arrested me too.... Four days after my arrest, they took me from my cell
into the office of Tbilisi’s Deputy Commandant Zuza Vepkhvadze, where, in the
presence of 25 or 27 officers, three armed men kicked me savagely and beat me
with pistols....

When my face was covered with blood, the Deputy Commandant, who had
been sitting motionless behind his desk, told his bullies "Don’t hit him in the
face, hit him in the body!" That was so there wouldn’t be any tell-tale signs. But
the beating did leave its mark--it damaged my pleura, which I am being treated
for now, and two fingers of my left hand.

My arrest took place at a time when a wave of repressions was sweeping over
Georgia; they were arresting everyone who could be charged with so-called
"Zviadism"; they also arrested people who had lberia-Spectrum on their person
(or in their homes). ...

The prisoners in our cell included Professor Doctor of Philosophy Napo




Kvaratskhelia, Doctor of Physics and Mathematics Tamaz Kaladze, poetess
Tinatin Mgvdliashvili, Georgia’s Belitower (Sakartvelos Samreklo) journalist Gia
Arganashvili, engineer Rostom Kutalia, high school physics and mathematics
teacher Merab Rizhamadze and His wife, teacher Ketevan Khakhuliani, and
others... a total of about fifteen prisoners.

Because of my inhuman treatment, we demanded to see Aleksandre Kavsadze,
the Chairman of the Georgian State Committee for Human Rights (1). And in
fact he did come. We didn’t ask him to free us; we merely asked for compliance
with elementary juridical norms, namely to determine who had arrested us and
why, on the basis of what official documents, and so on. Kavsadze promised to
fulfill this completely legitimate request in two days, but--surprise--he never
did.... Kavsadze turned out to be as false as all the activities of his
"Committee." Twenty days later they transferred me to the city’s police isolation
facility....

All the time I was in jail, Commandant Chachua and Mkhedrioni Chief Jaba
loseliani were saying in the press and on television that I had been-arrested for
violating curfew... and that "there was no beating; Gotsiridze fell down the
stairs and broke his head...,"

They released me on November 8, after 36 days in jail (the Commandant
announced officially that I had been sentenced to 30 days of administrative
custody). However, there is not much hope of publishing our newspaper,
because there are too many "underwater” obstacles—for example, actions by the
Procuracy and so on.

---My and my colleagues’ release from Jail was undoubtedly helped by the:
support of the Western press and human rights organizations. For this, much
thanks to them. But we have to be aware that Shevardnadze is saying that
Georgia has set out on the path of d ization under the leadership of his
regime. We would like to believe this, and that is why we are striving to create
the kind of newspaper which will be a faithful servant of the principles of
democratization. We need the support of the West in this endeavor....

Irakli Gotsiridze
Publisher and Editor-in-Chief of Iberia-Spectrum

* K ok

The "Human Rights Committee"
and
Human Rights in Georgia

""ﬁI? Tamaz Kaladze, born in Thilisi in 1945, worked as a senior researcher
in Thilisi State University's Applied Mathematics Institute. I hold the doctorate



in physics and mathematics and have written 65 scientific works, I'have been a
member of the Georgian Helsinki Alliance since. 1990; in the general elections
of 1991 T was elected a deputy to Thilisi’s Saburtalo Rayon Assembly. That
same year I was appointed Prefect of Suburtalo Rayon....

Starting September 20, 1993, the current regime instituted a curfew in Tbilisi,
which was nothing but a blatant move to apprehend and jail "political dissidents"
("Zviadists"). On October 8 of that year (by that time I had been kicked out of
my post because I was one of 103 University staffers who had signed the Open
Letter to Shevardnadze), I was arrested as well,

...The following persons shared' my cell in the Military Commandant’s
headquarters: Iberia-Spectrum Editor Irakli Gotsiridze, Georgia's Belliower
Senior Editor Gia Arganashvili, journalist Rezo Urushadze, University Professor
Napo Kvaratskhelia, and others, a total of around fifteen "dissidents.” The next
cell contained about twenty women who had been arrested on the same
"grounds. "

...During the interrogation they started to beat me. Three and sometimes five
husky young men were beating me. When they got tired, others took their place.
They hit me with a chair leg and put a plastic bag over my head and nearly
smothered me. One would go out and another one would come in, and so forth,
All of my tormentors had the same expression on their faces--an inhuman hatred
for all of us.... They bound my feet together and passed a board behind my
back under my arms, In such a position, a man’s center of gravity changes and
his legs go up.... They took off my shoes and began to beat me on the heels and
soles of my feet with a chair leg.... Then they ordered me to walk barefoot in
front them. Even then they wouldn’t let me alone—they started to kick me. again,
full of hate.... Finally, they forced my mouth open and stuck the barrel of a
Makarov pistol in it, in simulation of a shooting.... Finally they pulled the
trigger but the pistol was empty....

This torture of mine lasted four hours. For a month afterward I bled from the
ears and I couldn't open my eyes. My whole face was swollen.... Another
character trait of my torturers was the fact that when they started beating me
they took off my watch and never gave it back.

«..All that time, the well known events between Gamsakhurdia's allies and
Shevardnadze’s forces were taking place in western Georgia. Exhausted as I was
from the beating, they forced me to write a "Statement” in which I said that I
did not share in Z. Gamsakhurdia’s violent policy of regaining power and that
I'would be at the service of the current regime. They also forced me to say that
I had written the statement without any coercion or threats. Only then did they
let me alone, and they threw me on the concrete floor of the isolation cell.

Several days later, they wouldn’t let a Finnish journalist, who had come to
visit prisoners, in to see me, because my face was full of cuts and bruises. It
Was not until 23 days later, after the marks of my torture had disappeared, that



they allowed me to meet with an American Embassy staffer, Ms. Green. The
day before, an officer had sternly warned me not to say a peep about being
beaten and tortured, or something worse would happen to me....

There is much more I could say,. but one thing I want to emphasize specially
is that there has not been a single Procuracy-authorized charge against any
prisoner. All those days, the prisoners were being held as hostages; they were
taken out of their cells without any authorization, thus providing the
prerequisites for "losing” them. In addition, there have been cases of extorting
money from the prisoners, and so on and so forth....

Tamaz Kaladze
December 4, 1993

The Georgian Procuracy has instituted criminal proceedings against opposition
newspaper Georgia’s Belltower Editor-in-Chief Professor Elizbar Javelidze, a
corresponding member of the Georgian Academy of Sciences. The reason is that
Mr. Elizbar Javelidze reprinted an article from the British Journal Soviet Analyst
sharply criticizing Shevardnadze and his regime. It has to be said that the
Georgian Procuracy’s action is truly unprecedented: to close down a newspaper
and institute criminal proceedings against its editor for reprinting an article from
another journal is something unknown in the history of journalism,

* % ¥

The Georgian Human Rights Association has lodged a protest in connection
with the Internal Affairs Ministry’s arrest of 80-year-old Valiko Zarandia, a
native of the village of Jikhaskari in Zugdidi Rayon. The pretext for his arrest
was the fact that President Gamsakhurdia’s remains were temporarily buried in
land adjacent to Zarandia's house and yard.

Avtandil Margiani, the head of the government commission which was sent
to move the President's body (Margiani used to be the First Secretary of the
Georgian Communist Party; now he is the Vice Premier), had publicly promised
Zarandia that no one would reprimand him because the President was buried in
his yard. "In fact, you deserve thanks...," he promised the old man. Not two
days later, the 80-year-old man was arrested....

* ok

Also arrested was the aged priest of the Tsalenjikha Church, in connection



with the fact that all the time President Gamsakhurdia was in Mingrelia, he
would worship in that church whenever he was in Tsalendzhikha.

* ok %

Statement from the Board of the Georgian Association
(read by Association Chairwoman Mine. Lia
idze-Vodé at E. Sh Inadze’s meeting
with members of the Georgian colony)

The Board of the Georgian Association expresses outrage over the extreme
brutality in Georgia and believes that it is the duty of the rulers of the Republic
of Georgia to serve as the primary defenders and guarantors: 3

a) of Georgia’s territorial integrity and national independence;

b) of the enforcement of law and order in the country;

c) of the personal safety and liberty of every citizen of the Republic of
Georgia.

The Association notes that during the brief period (1992-1994) during which
the present rulers of the country have been in control, large segments of the
country’s territory have been altered, thousands of persons have died or been
crippled as a result of the civil war, and there are huge numbers of homeless
persons.

The number of Russian troops invited into the country by the present regime
and now encamped in our motherland greatly exceeds even the number of
occupation troops which the Soviet Army "deployed” in Georgia under the
communist regime.

The greater portion of Georgia’s territory has become victim to the terror and
lawlessness of the Mkhedrioni and other bandit units. The country’s economy
and finances are totally under the control of the mafia, further aggravating the

hed and helpl of the populati

Many authoritative international organizations have confirmed the existence
of political prisoners in Georgia and cases of repression of the population.
Peaceful demonstrations are prohibited, and the opposition press has been
crushed, making it impossible even to think of establishing democracy in the
country, i

The Georgian Association and the France-Georgia Association, faithful to the
principles of May 26, 1918, hereby protest the political situation that prevails
in Georgia today.

--Paris, January 21, 1994
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Statement from the Foreign Affairs Commission
of the Parliament of the Republic of Georgia

The Foreign Affairs C ission of the Parli of the Republic of Georgia
declares that bringing Russiun troops into Georgia on the pretext of guarding the
railroad line between Poti and Tbilisi represents crude intervention into the
internal affairs of an independent country and an attempt to re-annex it.

The coup d'etat that took place in Georgia in December 1991-Tanuary 1992,
which brought down the President and Parliament that had been.-elected by the
people, was carried out according to a plan worked out by the Russian KGB,
using troops and weapons supplied by the Russian Army.

The primary aim of the putsch was to bring Georgia into the "Union of Free
Nations" by force. This is the aim that is being pursued by the bloody regime
of former USSR Foreign Affairs Minister E. Shevardnadze, who has forced
himself on Georgia.

The Foreign Affairs C: ission of the legiti Parli of the Republil
of Georgia appeals to the governments of the countries of the Western
community to oppose Russian troop violence in this sovereign country and to
help the Georgian people restore the legitimate government to the country and
establish peace, b =

--Medea Tushmalishvili
Deputy to the Parliament of the Republic of Georgia,
Chairwoman of the Foreign Affairs Commission,
Paris, October 21, 1993
Distributed by Agence France-Presse

*ok ok

Report from the Information Service
of the Republic of Georgia

Today, October 5, 1993, Shevardnadze’s junta forces launched an attack
against the city of Poti. An attack by Grad-type missile installations resulted in
the destruction of about thirty buildings, and there are numerous casualties
among the peaceful population, :

A large column of heavy military equipment is headed toward western
Georgia in the direction of Gori-Zestafoni, under the command of Ukrainian and
Russian officers.

In Tilisi, reprisals against supporters of the legitimate government are



continuing. Persons who have been arrested include Iberia-Spectrum Editor-in-
Chief Irakli Gotsiridze, Professor Leri Gogoladze, Professor Napo Kvaratskhelia
(who have been savagely beaten and are now in the hospital), Professor Tengiz
Kikacheishvili, Docent Kenia, painter and former Culture Minister Edmond
Kalandadze, a poet named Tinatin Mgvdliashvili and her sister, Tamar Kveseli,
Leo Daushvili, philologist Lamara Shengelia, wife and husband Manana and
Roman Anjaparidze, Manana Arabidze, and others. Also among those arrested
are Sergey Chernykh, a correspondent for Agence France Presse and
Komsomolskaya Pravda, Georgia's Belltower Senior Editor Gia Arganashvili,
and journalist Rezo Urushadze,

Typically, if Shevardnadze's Chekists fail to track down persons they are
supposed to arrest, they arrest members of their families instead--often, aged
and innocent persons. For example, Supreme  Council Deputy Nugzar
Molodinashvili’s parents, Deputy- Bidzina Dangadze’s parents, and Thilisi
University staffer Nona Dochviri’s daughter Eka Egadze have all been arrested.

All of the homes which the *law enforcement officers” have entered have
been robbed and ransacked.

Giorgi Gulbani
Deputy to the Parliament of the Republic of: Georgia,
Press Secretary of the Information Service
of the Republic of Georgia
Moscow, October S, 1993
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From The Wall Streer Journal, European edition, February 7, 1994:
The West Underwrites Russian Imperialism
by Mark Almond

While Russia’s neighbors grow increasingly alarmed over the pressure on
them from Moscow, Western leaders persist in downplaying the seriousness of
Russia’s bid to rein in its former empire. But recent events make it impossible
to continue denying Russia’s ambitions in the region and the boost that the
West's policy of deference has given them.

Moldova, Azerbaijan and Georgia--all destabilized by military and economic
pressures--were recently pushed into joining the C.1.S. Only four days after the
hardliners’ defeat, Russia demanded that treaty limits on its force numbers in the
nominally independent T i publics be lifted. At the same time, Mr.




Kozyrev was quoted in Izvestia as supporting Russia’s traditional sphere of
geopolitical interest.

But nowhere has the destabilizing power of ostensibly. pro-Yeltsin forces been
more clearly demonstrated than .in Georgia--and nowhere has it been less
understood. Last week, Eduard Shevardnadze received Boris Yeltsin and Russian
Defense Minister Pavel Grachev in Tbilisi. A raft of: agreements was signed
Which give Russia the right to base troops in Georgia and effectively control her
borders. There is little doubt that without the intervention of. Russian troops,
M. Shevardnadze--whose regime was recently brought to the brink of collapse
by Abkhaz rebels and the return of former Georgian leader Zviad
Gamsakhurdia--would not survive long in power.

The West’s Janus-Faced Darling

Russian tanks rescued Mr. Sh Inadze from Mr. Gamsakhurdia’s forces but
also partitioned Abkhazia from the rest of Georgia. Mr. Shevardnadze's ill-
disciplined troops, whose plunderings had done so much to provoke the Abkhaz
crisis, are now back home intimidating unarmed civilians. The Shevardnadze
regime is notoriously corrupt, so much so that Mr. Shevardnadze himself has
repeatedly had to deny rumors of money laundering and drug smuggling.

From the start, Mr. Shevardnadze’s Georgian critics argued that his
restoration to power (in league with a strange alliance of old KGB types and
local mafiosi) would be the prelude to the restoration of Russian rule., They were
regarded as absurd conspiracy theorists, But the post-Soviet era is already
showing that their view makes more sense than glib rhetoric about the "end of
history" and the birth of universal democracy,

Mr. Shevardnadze’s Janus-faced career as Moscow's Gauleiter at home and
the proy of peace and ion abroad is one of the most fascinating and
tragic careers in modern history. But for his Western admirers this cynical
domestic face does not exist. Seen as the noble statesman of perestroika, the
West has failed to grasp Mr. Shevardnadze’s role as Moscow’s viceroy in
Georgia before 1985 and since he returned to power there in the wake of the
bloody coup against his elected predecessor, Mr. Gamsakhurdia (who died last
month in an alleged "suicide").

Almost daily—in the intervals between electricity blackouts--Georgian state
radio and television report that some distinguished Western leader or former
statesman has joined a group called "Friends of Georgia." Georgians themselves
regard these politicians as no friends of theirs, though it gives Mr. Shevardnadze
the bl of i ional legitimacy. But wh the p Jisti
purposes of the Friends of Georgia for Mr. Shevardnadze, no doubt retired
statesmen like James Baker and Jimmy Carter as well as active political leaders
like Francois Mitterand and John Major (all claimed by the group to be




members) simply want to help stabilize Georgia. But good intentions and good
outcomes rarely go hand in hand in the Caucasus.

Unfortunately, the numerous Georgian dissenters who have been killed,
tortured or disappeared over the last two years are not considered by Mr.
Shevardnadze’s international supporters. If they had been, the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency and Secret Service may not have so readily provided
training and other support to Mr. Shevardnadze’s security services.

But more worrying than the West's blind support for a dubious leader is its
complacent acceptance of the return of Georgia to Moscow's fold. Indeed,
influential people in places like the British Foreign Office whisper that it would
be no bad thing for stability--the house icon—-if all the republics were restored
to the Kremlin’s calming embrace. A paper by a Foreign Office official
proposing just that, modeled on George Kennan’s “Long Telegram" of 50 years
ago, is currently circulating in Whitehall. The Clinton Administration’s top
Russia hand, Strobe Talbott, has end d similar ideas, icularly in backing
the use of Russian peacekeepers in the region under the U.N. flag.

What these Western advocates of restored Russian regional hegemony ignore
is that the very conflicts for which they prescribe blue-helmeted Russian troops
were frequently ignited by Russian intelligence agents and the locally based
Russian military. Far from calming the situation in the Transcaucasus or distant
Tajikistan, the active intervention of Russia exacerbates the crises.

Moscow’s Stranglehold

The West may be able to look away from the local costs of this instability but
should not ignore the strategic picture. The harsh truth is that the end of the
Cold War did not end the great game of struggle for influence and power. There
are democrats in Russia, but as the fall of reformist Yegor Guidar showed, the
real power in Russia lies with people who can snub a U.S. president and still be
seen as potential "partners for peace.” The tragedy of Western policy is that its
ongoing dislike of little nationalisms struggling for independence, whether in
Bosnia or Georgia, has made it the servant of interests in Moscow whose prime
concern is the preservation of power and privilege, not democracy.

As economic reform is put on the back burner in Moscow, the Kremlin's
determination to preserve its lehold over the ically valuable assets
of the former Soviet republics has become more obvious. Oil and natural gas
still bring in billions of dollars in hard currency. Control of the pipelines which
sent them westward has become a key issue in Russian strategy, By securing
control over Georgia, Moscow has closed the last loophole through which a
pipeline might have been built to ship Azeri or even Kazakh oil west without
passing through Russian territory itself. An economically bankrupt Russia is




returning to the traditional Soviet policy of plundering Eurasia’s natural
resources to pay for its great-power role.

Only the naive believe that a Moscow-led empire will be stable in the long
run; or that if the military and security apparatus pushing that policy are
successful, they will turn into benevolent partners of the West. Western
proponents of realpolitik might argue that little Georgia or Moldova, like
Bosnia, are far from our strategic interests, but tacit support by the West for the
restoration of a Kremlin-based imperium in the former Soviet Union may yet
send shock waves through regions closer to home. Events in remote countries
like Georgia matter, not least because they tell us so much about what is
happening at the heart of Russian politics.

Mr. Almond is a lecturer in modern history at Oriel College, Oxford, and
fellow of the Institute for European Defense and Strategic Studies, London,
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