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Many Georgians will object that
South Ossetians are not entitled to
such a right of internal self-deter-
mination for the following reasons:

- They claim that South Osse-
tia (Georgians often call
it’Samachablo) lies on historic
Georgian territory and therefore is
simply a part of the Shida Kartli
province. South Ossetia’s ethnic
composition, they say, was
changed by recent Ossetian immi-
gration, favoured by Russian and
Soviet rule since the middle of the
19 th centry. They consider North
Ossetia to be the real Ossetian
motherland.
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The first argument, with refer-

ence to South Ossetia s historic le-
gitimacy, has little force of per-
suasion. Georgian historians ad-
mit that the Iranian-speaking
Alans (whom Georgian sources
chose to call ,,Ovsi” or ,, Osi”)
began to immigrate from the North
Caucasus as early as the 14 th cen-
tury, although it is true that immi-
gration dramatically intensified in
the 19 th and 20 th centuries.
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It is a fact that Ossetians have
been living in South Ossetia for
generations and have the same
right to continue doing so as the
Georgian inhabitants. (%7509,
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Some migration in other parts of
Europe happened more recently
than that, still, their results are not
questioned by anybody in his sens-
es. Georgians must decide wheth-
er they want to be a part of this
Europe. After 18 months in this
country, the Mission has no doubt
that the overwhelming majority of
Georgians desire nothing else.

(Bogagos gztiedols s G-
goebdo moter 3z0065 dmdbosds,
dsgsd dob Jgega8l joobgol 398
55 sypbil oG g0 Fggsodye-
GO0 Jorior39eg38s beos gorof-
4300506, mbpsor oz 9B agmb sd
G960l bsfoemo. 18 mgol msgy,
Gy dobos s, geafiicado, Herd
93Gs3e9berdob Gbres”)-

dobas  bffeéow  gowde biydh
PBmzaemgdal  Faborlog, God
bgdsdspbolimemo  swdobollcegos
bobogomm ofbgds foGogoma der-
by Bemagmdalbergob. ;

»The Mission takes very seri-
ously the necessity to protect the
rights of all minorities. It is true
that the GEORGIAN population in
South Ossetia constitutes a minor-
ity within a minority’. Any status
will have to safeguard their rights.
South Ossetia’s commitment to the
rule of law and democracy will be
judged according to how it will
protect the rights of all its inhab-
itants regardless of ethnicity *
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On a collective level, the armed
conflict had a different signifi-
cance for Georgians and Osse-
tians. Among the Georgian partic-
ipants to the conflict, too many felt
the time had come to change the
demographic structure of South
Ossetia and ’ correct” history. The
shelling of Tskhinvali was most

3 /;/th
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brutal consequenge. af uipolicy ,
aiming at the expulsion and anni-
hilation of Ossetians. Many rep-
resentatives in Thilisi, even among
those showing readiness for com-
promise, underestimate the trau-
matic effect of the siege of Tskhin-
vali on the Ossetian conscience.
For a number of months, the Osse-
tians in and around Tskhinvali
were faced with an imminnent
threat to their existence. There-
fore, the Georgian side will have
to take convincing action in or-
der to persuade the Ossetians that
they have a future in Georgia.
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