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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The Georgian Young Law
yers’ Association (GYLA),

has raised urgent concerns over
the health condition of Mzia
Amaghlobeli, a journalist who
has been on a hunger strike for
19 days. In an issued statement,
GYLA criticized the Georgian
Dream for their failure to pro-
vide any updates on
Amaghlobeli’s condition and for
restricting access to her medi-
cal records, which her defense
team has yet to receive.

The GYLA has called on the
Public Defender’s Office to ur-
gently monitor Amaghlobeli’s
health, assess her medical needs,
and ensure that the full medical
documentation related to her con-
dition is made available to the
organization. The growing inter-
national outcry over the
journalist’s arrest and deterio-
rating health further under-
scores the gravity of the situa-
tion.

Despite Georgian legislation
outlining specific guidelines for
the care of individuals on hun-
ger strikes, the GYLA expressed
concerns about the adequacy of
the care being provided to
Amaghlobeli. The statement
pointed to the journalist’s
chronic health issues, particu-
larly severe vision problems, and
the risk of additional complica-
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Action on Mzia Amaghlobeli’s Health Amid Hunger Strike

tions as a result of her extended
hunger strike. There are also
reports from her lawyers that
Amaghlobeli is already strug-
gling to cover the distance re-
quired to meet with her legal
counsel, further highlighting the
deteriorating state of her health.

In response, the GYLA has
issued several key demands to
the Public Defender’s Office. The
organization is calling for con-
tinuous and daily monitoring of
Amaghlobeli’s health, as well as
a full disclosure of the medical
documentation held by the Pub-
lic Defender. Additionally, the
GYLA has urged the office to seek
out all relevant medical records
from the Penitentiary Service
and ensure that these documents
are shared with the organization.

One of the primary concerns
raised by the GYLA is whether
Amaghlobeli’s current care com-
plies with the requirements es-
tablished by Georgian law. The
watchdog has requested that the
Public Defender’s Office assess
whether the prison facility is
adequately equipped to provide
the necessary medical care, and
whether Amaghlobeli requires
multidisciplinary care to ad-
dress her health needs. Further-
more, the GYLA has called for
daily visits by a medical profes-
sional or a representative to
monitor the journalist’s health
and well-being.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Tensions surrounding the
Georgian Public Broad-

caster (GPB) reached a boiling
point during a live Board of
Trustees meeting, as journalists
and protesters criticized the
station’s coverage of key events,
particularly its handling of pro-
EU protests and the case of im-
prisoned journalist Mzia
Amaghlobeli. The meeting,
which was broadcast live, be-
came a platform for dissent as
journalists publicly called out
the broadcaster’s pro-govern-
ment bias and lack of editorial
independence.

The criticisms were voiced
most strongly by GPB journal-
ists Vasil-Ivanov Chikovani and
Nino Zautashvili. Both journal-
ists have been vocal in their dis-
content with the station’s edito-
rial practices, particularly its
failure to provide adequate cov-
erage of the pro-EU protests and
Amaghlobeli’s hunger strike.
Initially denied entry to the
meeting, Chikovani and
Zautashvili, along with a group
of protesters, were eventually
allowed to attend after some

Georgian Public Broadcaster
Faces Growing Backlash Over

Editorial Independence

board members insisted on their
participation.

Once inside, Chikovani ac-
cused GPB Board Chairman
Vasil Maglaperidze of having
undue influence over editorial
decisions, questioning how a fig-
ure with strong ties to the rul-
ing Georgian Dream party could
maintain objectivity in his role.
Chikovani pointed out that
Maglaperidze, who is a former
deputy chair of the party, had
been present in the newsroom
during protests when police
clashed with demonstrators. He
argued that this further exem-
plified the station’s pro-govern-
ment stance. “The people’s voice
is not being heard,” Chikovani
stated, emphasizing the lack of
impartiality in GPB’s coverage
of critical issues.

The journalists also expressed
concerns about the broadcaster’s
coverage of Amaghlobeli’s case.
While GPB had briefly men-
tioned her imprisonment,
Chikovani and Zautashvili ar-
gued that the station should have
provided more detailed analysis,
given Amaghlobeli’s role as a
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prominent journalist and her
involvement in the pro-EU pro-
tests. Chikovani took to the air
during the evening news broad-
cast, repeatedly expressing soli-
darity with Amaghlobeli and
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Editorial Independence
demanding more in-depth cover-
age, saying, “Solidarity and free-
dom to Mzia Amaghlobeli” mul-
tiple times throughout the seg-
ment.

In response to the criticisms,
GPB Director General Tinatin
Berdzenishvili defended the

station’s editorial decisions, con-
demning the backlash as part of
a “distorted campaign” against
the broadcaster. She reiterated
that despite mounting pressure,
she had no intention of resign-
ing, firmly standing by the
station’s editorial choices.

Maglaperidze also addressed the
accusations, admitting he had
appeared on air during the pro-
tests but denying any involve-
ment in editorial decisions.

The division within the GPB’s
leadership became clearer as
board members issued conflicting
statements. A group of board
members, including
Maglaperidze, accused activists
and political figures of using the
pro-EU protests to push for con-
trol over the broadcaster’s edito-
rial policies. They also claimed
that protesters had been using
intimidation tactics against GPB

employees, framing the calls for
management change as an at-
tempt to stifle press freedom.

However, three board mem-
bers—Lasha Tugushi, Zaza
Abashidze, and Lika Basilaia-
Shavgulidze—distanced them-
selves from this stance. In their
own statement, they criticized
the GPB for failing to address
public grievances and for not
fulfilling its legal obligation to
provide objective, balanced re-
porting. They expressed concern
about the broadcaster’s lack of
transparency, programming pri-
orities, and internal policies.
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Embassies Express Concern
Over Journalist’s Hunger

Strike and Media Freedom in
Georgia

The embassies of 14 countries, as mem-
bers of the Media Freedom Coalition
(MFC), have issued a joint statement con-
demning the continued pre-trial detention
of journalist Mzia Amaglobeli, who is now
on the 19th day of a hunger strike.

The statement, signed by the embas-
sies of Austria, Czechia, Denmark, Esto-
nia, France, Germany, Latvia,
Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Swe-
den, Switzerland, the United Kingdom,
and Ukraine, calls for Amaglobeli’s im-

mediate release and a review of her case.
The coalition echoed concerns raised by
the Council of Europe Commissioner for
Human Rights, who deemed her deten-
tion unjustified.

“This is another worrying example of

the intimidation of journalists in Geor-
gia, restricting media freedom and free-
dom of expression,” the statement reads.

The embassies also criticized the Geor-
gian authorities for failing to take action
against law enforcement officers involved
in systematic violence against protesters.
They reiterated concerns raised in the
MFC’s December 20 statement, urging
Georgian authorities to uphold the rights
of journalists and ensure accountability
for excessive use of force during protests.

Kobakhidze Meets with
Pashinyan During a Visit

to Armenia

On January 30, Georgian Dream
Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze, ac-
companied by a delegation, arrived in
Armenia for an official visit. During his
meeting with Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan, both leaders reaffirmed
the strategic importance of relations be-
tween the two countries and emphasized
the value of high-level dialogue and coop-
eration across various sectors.

As part of the visit, the Georgian-Ar-
menian Intergovernmental Commission

on Economic Cooperation convened un-
der the chairmanship of both Prime Min-
isters. The discussions focused on expand-
ing trade and economic relations, with

both sides highlighting the importance
of fully utilizing the existing potential.
The upcoming 14th session of the com-
mission is expected to further deepen eco-
nomic ties.

The talks also addressed regional se-
curity and the ongoing peace process.
According to a press release issued by the
Georgian government, Kobakhidze ex-
pressed Georgia’s readiness to facilitate
dialogue and contribute to stability in the
region.

European Commission
proposes tariffs on

remaining agricultural
products and fertilisers

from Russia and
Belarus

The European Commission
yesterday adopted a proposal to

impose tariffs on a number of
agricultural products from Rus-
sia and Belarus, and on certain
nitrogen-based fertilisers.

The agricultural products af-
fected by the new tariffs consti-
tute 15% of agricultural imports
from Russia in 2023 that had not
yet been subject to increased tar-
iffs. Once adopted by the Euro-
pean Parliament and the Coun-
cil, all agricultural imports from
Russia would be the subject of
EU tariffs.

The proposal aims to reduce

the EU dependencies on imports
from Russia and Belarus and
support the growth of domestic
production and the EU’s fertiliser
industry.

The tariffs are also expected
to negatively impact Russian
export revenues impacting
Russia’s ability to wage its war
of aggression against Ukraine.

The Commission’s proposal
will now be considered by the
European Parliament and the
Council of the EU.
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