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Satberdis monastris daarsebis istoria 
 

cnobilia, rom TurqeTis respublikis Crdilo-
aRmosavleTiT, dRevandeli arTvinis (Artvin), 
erzrumis (Erzurum), artanis (Ardahan) da yarsis (Kars) 

raionebSi, mdebareobda istoriuli saqarTvelos 
mxareebi: tao, speri, TorTomi, klarjeTi, liganis 
xevi, SavSeTi, artani da kola, agreTve, samcxis, 
eruSeTis da javaxeTis nawili. am regionSi dRemdea 
SemorCenili qarTuli warmoSobis orasamde 
monastris, eklesiisa, cixisa Tu koSkis naSTebi, maT 
Soris iseTi saxelganTqmuli Zeglebi, rogoricaa 
oSki, xaxuli, oTxTa, parxali, bana, iSxani, tbeTi, 
xanZTa, opiza, dolisyana, Satberdi, artanuji... (ix. 
ruka #1). 

VIII saukuneSi centralur qarTlSi arabebis 
batonobis gamo qarTlis kulturuli da 
politikuri centri aSot I kurapalatis iniciativiT 
bizantiasTan axlos, klarjeTSi inacvlebs.1 (ix. 
ruka #2). 

VIII-IX ss. arabebs gamoridebuli grigol xanZTe-
li da misi mowafeebi klarjeTSi iwyeben eklesi-
ebisa da monastrebis farTomasStabian mSeneblobas 
(`klarjeTis aTormeti udabno~). 

pirvelwyaro klarjeTis udabnoebis istoriis 
SeswavlisaTvis aris giorgi merCules `SromaÁ da 
moRuawebaÁ Rirsad-cxorebisaÁ... grigolisi 
arqimandritisaÁ, xancTisa da Satberdis 
aRmaSeneblisaÁ”.  

`SromaÁ~ 951 welsaa dawerili. mis XII s.-Si 
gadaweril variants 1845 wels palestinaSi, jvris 
monasterSi miakvlia leqsikografma niko 
CubinaSvilma.  

 
1 iv. javaxiSvili, qarTveli eris istoria, II wigni, 

Txzulebani 12 tomad., t. II, 1983 w., gv. 93. 
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1902 wels niko marma es xelnaweri aRwera da 
mecnierulad gamosca.2 

Satberdis da xanZTis monastrebis aRmSenebeli 
uSualod grigol xanZTelia.  

l. menabdis SefasebiT, opizasTan erTad xanZTis 
monasteri mTeli klarjeTis `samonastro 
kolonizaciis sayrdeni baza iyo~.3 xanZTis 
monastris midamoebi mciremiwiani da mwiria:  

`...xolo saTesavi yanaÁ da saTibeli queyanaÁ 
raÁTurTiT ara ars, arca iqmnebis RirRolovanTa maT 
ficxelTa mwuervalTa maT RadosaÁTa~4 

aSot kurapalatma, icoda ra, grigol xanZTelis 
moRvaweobis mniSvneloba, qarTuli saxelmwifos 
Senebis saqmeSi, saTanadod daafasa misi saqmianoba: 

`Sewirna adgilni keTilni da Satberdisa adgili 
agarakad xancTisa~.5 

aSot kurapalatis mkvlelobis Semdeg (826 w.), 
Satberdis monastris mSenebloba aSotis Zem, bagrat 
kurapalatma iTava grigol xanZTelis rCeviT: 

`aw amas viTxov Sengan: ars aSot kurapalatisa 
Sewiruli agaraki xancTas da iqmnebis keTilad 
monastrad. ukueTu mibrZanos mefobaman Senman, aRvaSeno 
sadideblad RmrTisa da sacxorebelad sulisa Senisa~...  

`sixaruliT ubrZana bagrat kurapalatman SenebaÁ misi 
da misca yovelive saÃmari saSeneblad. da raJams mivida 
netari mamaÁ grigol Satberds... juari daswera adgilsa 
mas Cinebulsa da iwyes saqmed eklesiisa da senakebsaca~.6 

 
2 Георгий Мерчуле, Житие св. Григория Хандзтийского, перевод 

Н. Марра, МАК, вып. VII, С.Пет. 1911. 
3 l. menabde, Zveli qarTuli mwerlobis kerebi, t. I, 

nakv. II, Tb., 1962, gv. 396. 
4 giorgi merCule, SromaÁ da moRuawebaÁ... grigolisi..., 

Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli lit. Zeglebi, wigni I, (V-X 
ss.), i. abulaZis redaqciiT, Tb., 1963, gv. 262. 

5 iqve. gv. 262. 
6 iqve, gv. 273. 
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Satberdis monasteri RvTismSoblis saxelze 
ekurTxa, rac Cans Satberdis krebulis ioane 
beraiseul anderZSi. 

`me codvili... iovane berai, da gavasrule wmidaÁ ese 
wigni... moRuawebiTa... dedis Zmisa Cemisa miqaelisa da 
Zmisa Cemisa daviTisiTa... Sev[wire] [Satbe]rds sayofelsa 
wmidisa [R~TismSoblisasa] romelsaca Sina aR[vizarde]... 
salocvelad mefeTa [CuenTa] bagrat mefisa da yovelTa 
Sv[ilTa] maTTaTÂs...”7 

grigol xanZTelisa da misi mowafeebis mier 
agebul Tu ganaxlebul monastrebs, klarjeTis 
Tormet savanes, maTi gansakuTrebuli 
mniSvnelobis gamo `saqarTvelos sinaÁ” ewoda. 
Satberdi maTSic gamorCeuli iyo. giorgi 
merCules sityvebiT:  

`ars igi siqadul yoladve  maxlobelTa monasterTa~.8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7qarTul xelnawerTa aRweriloba, yofili qarTvelTa 

Soris wera-kiTxvis gamavrcelebeli sazogadoebis (S) 
koleqciisa, t. II, S#1141, e. metrevelis redaqciiT, Tb. 
1961. gv. 39. aseve T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 
1892, gv. 102. 

8 giorgi merCule, SromaÁ da moRuawebaÁ... grigolisi..., 
Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli lit. Zeglebi, wigni I, (V-X 
ss.), i. abulaZis redaqciiT, Tb., 1963, gv. 313. 
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Satberdi – mwignobrobis didi kera 
 
akad. k. kekeliZe miiCnevda, rom `...udidesi nawili 

im saganZurisa, rac Cven mogvepoveba mecxre-meaTe 
saukunidan, Seqmnilia am [tao-klarjeTis] 
monastrebSi. aq Camoyalibda sagangebo tao-
klarjeTis saliteraturo skola,... erovnul 
niadagze aRmocenebuli, romelmac SeimuSava Tavisi 
sakuTari gramatika, ena, xeli da mimarTuleba. 
qarTvelTa SemoqmedebiTi energia imdenad gaizarda 
am monastrebSi, rom tao-klarjeTis sazRvrebSi is 
veRar daetia,... gadmovida Tavis kalapotidan da 
farTo nakadiT gadavida mcire aziis sxvadasxva 
punqtebSi da mere aTonis  naxevarkunZulze, sadac 
man Seqmna Cveni mwerlobis axali centri iveriis 
monastris saxiT. aTonis samonastro da 
saliteraturo wre Tavdapirvelad warmoadgenda 
veeberTela tao-klarjeTis saeklesio xis erT 
Stos~.9 

SatberdSi, da sazogadod tao-klarjeTSi, IX-X 
ss. warmoebulma sasuliero, mTargmnelobiTma da 
samwerlo moRvaweobam mniSvnelovanwilad Seamzada 
ideologiuri safuZveli saqarTvelos oqros xanad 
wodebul XI-XII ss. damoukidebeli erovnuli 
saxelmwifos SeqmnisaTvis. 

Satberdi iyo umniSvnelovanesi religiuri da 
mwignobrobis kera. akad. a. SaniZe samarTlianad 
SeniSnavs, rom aqedan vrceldeboda qarTuli wignebi 
`...ara marto Woroxis xeobisa da mtkvris saTavis 
qarTul provinciebSi, aramed... saqarTvelos sxva 
kuTxeebSic~10 

 
9 k. kekeliZe, qarTuli literaturis istoria, Zveli 

mwerloba, tomi pirveli, 1941, gv. 88-89. 
10qarTuli oTxTavis ori Zveli redaqcia sami 

Satberduli xelnaweris mixedviT, gamosca a. SaniZem, 1945 
w., gv. 012 
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akad. n. maris sityvebiT `Satberdma... niadagi 
Seamzada saqarTvelos dasavleTTan, bizantiis 
kulturasTan dasaaxloeblad da amave dros 
inarCunebda da aRorZinebda Zvel kavSirebs 
qarTuli azrisas somxurTan da saerTod 
aRmosavlurTan. ...am literaturulma centrma 
nayofieri roli iTamaSa saqarTvelos Semdgom 
kulturul aRmavlobaSi.~11 

SatberdSi daiwera `Satberdis krebuli~, 
gadaiwera adiSis (897 w.), jruWis (936 w.), parxlis 
(973 w.) oTxTavebi; SemonaxulTagan uZvelesi 
`moqcevaÁ qarTlisaÁ” (IX s.) da sxva, saqarTvelosa 
Tu sazRvargareTis siZveleTa sacavebSi dRemde 
Semonaxuli fasdaudebeli xelnawerebi. 

Satberdis krebuli (973-976 ww.): 
T. Jordanias aRweriT, krebuli Seicavs 15 

originalursa Tu Targmnil Txzulebas. `973 w. 
axlomaxlo droebSi unda iyos dawerili... Satberdis 
krebuli, aleqsi mesxiSvilis mier wera-kiTx. 
sazogadoebisadmi Semowiruli (#1141) tyavis xelnaweri 
or svetad, infolio, gv. 1-581; amaTSi 1-256 asomTavrulad... 
dawerili da danarCeni xucur nusxa xeliT; ...xelnawerSi 
moTavsebulia... sakiTxavebi: Sesaqme 30 Tavad,... epifane 
kÂprelisa `aTormetTa TualTaTÂs~,... basili kesariel 
episkoposisa `mÃecTaTÂs saxisa sityuaÁ wignTagan~,... 
Semoklebuli istoria Zvelis aRqmisa,... ipolites 
ganmartebani kurTxevaTaTÂs,... moqcevaÁ qarTlisaÁ,... 
cxovreba iakob nisibelisa,... `TargmanebaÁ daviTis 
fsalmunebisÁ epifane kviprelisa”.12 

krebuls axlavs anderZi, saidanac irkveva, rom 
igi cnobili kaligrafis ioane berais gadawerilia 
(ix. gv. 7). 

 
11 Н. Марр. Дневник поездки в Шавшию и Кларджию. МАК. вып. 

VII, С.Пет. 1911, gv. 139.  
12 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. I, 1892 w. gv. 99.  



 10 

krebulis minawerebi istoriul cnobebsac 
gvawvdian. krebulis pirvel gverdze aris X s.-is 
mxedruli warwera:  
`†˜te ... adide ... e˜e [erisTavT erisTavi] k˜ke [kaxeTis mefe 
kvirike III] r˜lisa brZanebiT... Seimosa wigni ese ÃeliTa 
miq˜lisiTa~.13 

 `...kvirike Satberdze... zrunavs... tao-klarjeTSi 
cxovrobs, iq aris gadasaxlebuli (mas Semdeg rac 
bagrat mefem 997 w. kaxeTi daimorCila da 
`warmoiyvana kvirike da daimWira TÂssa karsa zeda)~.14 

ioane berais gadaweril am krebuls (S#1141) 
eqvTime TayaiSvilma `Satberdis krebuli” uwoda. 
masSi Tavmoyrili mravali Targmnili Tu 
originaluri Zegli  973-976 ww. periodSia dawerili 
an gadawerili. 

adiSis oTxTavi (897 w.) 
xelnaweri bolos inaxeboda sof. adiSis 

eklesiaSi (ris gamoc mas adiSis oTxTavi ewoda). 
amJamad daculia mestiis mxareTmcodneobis 
muzeumSi. adiSis oTxTavze didZali literaturaa 
gamocemuli.15 xelnaweri daaTariRa akad. k. 
kekeliZem.16 oTxTavis momgeblad iTvleba sofron 
Satberdeli (ix. gv. 16). oTxTavi Targmnilia 
laTinuradac.17 

jruWis oTxTavi (936 w.)  
oTxTavi gabriel Satberdels gadauweria 

grigol mirdatis Zis dakveTiT. minaweri gvamcnobs:   

 
13 qarTul xelnawerTa aRweriloba, S koleqcia, t. II, 

#1141, minaweri, gv. 40. 
14 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 1892, gv. 107. 
15 l. menabde, Zveli qarTuli mwerlobis kerebi, t. I, 

nakv. II, Tb., 1962, gv. 415.  
16qarTuli oTxTavis ori Zveli redaqcia sami 

Satberduli xelnaweris mixedviT, gamosca a. SaniZem, 1945 
w., gv. 012 

17 Molitor J., Das Adysh-Tetraevangelium. New Übersetzt und mit 

altgeorgischen Paralleltexten Verglichen, OC, 37 (1953).  
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`Rirs viqmen me grigol dawerad w˜aÁ ese saxarebaÁ 
ÃeliTa gabriel mRdelTa narCevisaÁTa. ...daiwera 
Satberds ÃeliTa ucbad mCxrekelisa gabrielisiTa 
mefisa Cemisa sumbatis salocvelad. ...dasabamiTgan welni 
iyvnes :xfm:...”18 

es xelnaweri osmalTa tyveobidan dauxsnia q. 
xorosanSi ioane arwaiSvils, ukanasknelad  
inaxeboda jruWis monasterSi, saidanac 1920w. 
Camoitana e. TayaiSvilma. aw daculia xelnawerTa 
institutSi, H #1660.19 (ix. sur. #1). 

parxlis oTxTavi (973 w.) 
gadawerilia SatberdSi cnobili kaligrafis 

ioane berais mier parxlis monastrisTvis:  
  `me, ivane-beraman, mweralman Satberdelman, 

Satberds davwere da parxals Sevwire salocvelad 
yovelTa ZmaTa SatberdelTa”.20 

xelnaweri osmalTa tyveobidan daixsna vaxuSti 
abaSiZem. 1889 w. oTxTavi aRmoaCina e. TayaiSvilma 
zemo WalaSi. 1922w. xelnaweri SesaZenad miutanes 
germaniis konsuls TbilisSi fon vesendonks 
(O.G.von Wesendonk), romelmac Rirebulebis 
dasadgenad universitetSi miitana da aq k. kekeliZem 
da a. SaniZem daatovebines. axla inaxeba xelnawerTa 
institutSi (A#1453).21 

`moqcevaÁ qarTlisaÁ~ 
qarTvelTa ganmanaTleblis, wm. ninos cxovrebis 

yvelaze Zveli redaqcia Semonaxulia Satberdis 
krebulSi moTavsebul TxzulebaSi - `moqcevaÁ 
qarTlisaÁ”. `am Zvel redaqcias... uwodeben 

 
18 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 1892, gv. 89. 
19 l. menabde, Zveli qarTuli mwerlobis kerebi, t. I, 

nakv. II, Tb., 1962, gv. 421-422. 
20 qarTul xelnawerTa aRweriloba yofili saeklesio 

muzeumis (A) koleqciisa, al. baramiZis redaqciiT, t. V, 
1955 w. A#1453, parxlis oTxTavi. 973 w. anderZi 2, gv.3. 

21 l. menabde, Zveli qarTuli mwerlobis kerebi, t. I, 
nakv. II, Tb., 1962, gv. 416-417.  
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Satberdul-WeloSur redaqcias. k. kekeliZisa da a. 
baramiZis azriT, ...es krebuli Sedgenilia ara 
uadres mecxre saukunisa, daaxloebiT mis 
ukanasknel meoTxedSi. Sedgenilia tao-klarjeTSi, 
Satberdis monastris moRvawis mier~.22 

SatberdSi gadawerilad iTvleba: axalgoris 
eklesiaSi d. baqraZis napovni qsnis oTxTavi A(qxa, 
A#509, savaraudod me-9-10 ss)23, guriaSi, udabnos 
savaneSi 1873w. d. baqraZis napovni homiletikuri 
krebuli _ udabnos mravalTavi (qxa, A#1109, 
gadawerili me-10s-Si)24, mose xanZTelis mier 1085w. 
`didebulsa lavras SatberdisaTÂs~ gadawerili 
`saweliwado sawinaswarmetyvelo~ (qxa, H#1350), p. 
karbelaSvilma25 da a. xaxanaSvilma26 svaneTSi naxes 
XII-XIII ss. xelnaweri gamokrefili sakiTxavebi (qxa 

S-#4939), romlis anderZi ase ikiTxeba: 
`adiden RmerTman suli giorgi mamamTavrisa, 

mroelisa... brZanebiTa maTisa aRiwernes ese lavrasa 
didsa Satberdsa~.27 

sainteresoa, rom XII-XIII ss.-ebSi Satberdi kvlav 
did lavrad moixsenieba. 

 
 
 
 

 
22k. kekeliZe, a. baramiZe, Zveli qarTuli literaturis 

istoria, (V-XVIII ss.), Tbilisi, 1969 w. gv. 85-89. 
23 l. menabde, Zveli qarTuli mwerlobis kerebi, t. I, 

nakv. II, Tb., 1962, gv. 421. 
24 e. TayaiSvili, arqeologiuri eqspedicia leCxum-

svaneTSi 1910 wels., parizi, 1937, gv. 309. 
25 p. karbelaSvili, svaneTSi ori kviriT, `iveria~, 1903 

w., #236. 
26 А. Хаханов, Сванетские рукописные евангелия, МАК, Х, 1904, 

damateba, gv. 22. 
27saqarTvelos saxelmwifo muzeumis Zvel xelnawerTa 

sacavebis gzamkvlevi, Tb., 1951 w. gv. 80. 
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SatberdSi moRvawe mamebi 
 
IX-XI ss. SatberdSi moRvaweobdnen saeklesio 

mamebi da mwignobrebi, romlebic cnobilni iyvnen 
ara marto qarTul, aramed bizantiasa da 
aRmosavleTis qristianul samyaroSic. 

SatberdSi moRvaweTagan upirvelesi misi 
aRmSenebeli wm. mama grigol xanZTelia. Satberdi 
mas gansakuTrebulad uyvarda da  

`umravlesTa dReTa Satberds iyofin~28.  
grigolma sicocxlis bolo wlebi aq gaatara. 

cnobilia, rom rodesac xanZTelma berebma Rrmad 
moxucebul grigols xanZTis monasterSi wayvana 
daupires. igi  

`Sevida wmidad eklesiad da cremliT Tavi TÂsi 
dahvedra mas~29.  

xolo Semdeg wminda mama ase daemSvidoba mis 
usayvarles savanes: 

`...da merme Satberdsa juari daswera da hrqua: 
keTilad aRorZndi Satberdo. ... arRara ixilo piri Cemi 
Ãorcielad. ... aw daRacaTu ÃorciTa gangeSorebi, xolo 
suliTa maradis Sen Tana var ...”30 

Satberdis savaneSi dauwyia moRvaweoba ioane 
zosimes (X s.). pavle ingoroyvas sityvebiT: `es 
irkveva ioane zosimes erTi himnografiuli 
krebulis anderZis mixedviT. ...Semdeg [ioane-zosime] 
gadasula ierusalimSi. ... ufro gvian igi gadadis 
sinas mTis qarTul koloniaSi~31. 

p. ingoroyvas mxedvelobaSi aqvs iovane-zosimes 
anderZi X s. literaturuli krebulidan 

 
28 giorgi merCule, SromaÁ da moRuawebaÁ... grigolisi..., 

Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli lit. Zeglebi, wigni I, (V-X 
ss.), i. abulaZis redaqciiT, Tb., 1963, gv. 308. 

29 iqve, gv. 310. 
30 iqve, gv. 310. 
31 p. ingoroyva, giorgi merCule, Tb., 1954, gv.352 
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(Semdgeneli da redaqtori iovane-zosimea). anderZi 
axlavs krebulis Txzulebas  `Ramisa JamTa...~. 

`aw ese niSnebi zeda damic saswavlelad.... romel 
miwyebiT ganwesebulTa JamTani arian fsalmunni da kanoni 
da zeda locvani, romelsa Satberdelni dayudebulni 
cxadad ilocven~.32 

aqve moRvaweobda miqael modrekili (X s.), 
romlis mier Sedgenil sagalobelTa krebuls Tedo 
Jordania ase axasiaTebs: 

`amisTana Zveli da ucxo kreba sagalobelTa ara 
vgoneb meore moipovebodes evropielT muzeumebSi ...~33 

akad. k. kekeliZis azriT miqael modrekilis 
himnebi `poeturi aRmafreniT da saRvTismetyvelo 
spekulaciis siRrme-sidiadiT, aseve stilis 
silamaziTa da moxdenilobiT, araCveulebriv 
movlenad SeiZleba CaiTvalos Cvens mwerlobaSi~.34 

aqve unda aRiniSnos, rom k. kekeliZe miqael 
modrekils ar Tvlida Satberdel moRvawed. misi 
azriT `...miqel modrekili aris is miqeli, Ze ioane 
varazvaCesi da Zma eqvTime aTonelisa, romelic 978 
wels oSkis lavraSi Cans da romelic moxsenebulia 
aTonis bibliis anderZSi amnairad: `miqel Ze 
varazvaCesi. didi sitkboebaÁ miCuenes amis wignis 
Sromasa~. ... amrigad miqel modrekili aris oSkis 
moRvawe...~.35 

did qarTvel himnografs, miqael modrekils 
axsenebs misi diswuli, kaligrafi ioane berai 
`Satberdis krebulis~ anderZSi. (ix. zemoT. gv. 11): 

calke aRniSvnis Rirsia didi saeklesio moRvawis 
giorgi mTawmindelis (XI s.) mimarTeba Satberdis 
monasterTan. giorgi mTawmindeli saeklesio 

 
32 qarTul xelnawerTa aRweriloba, sinuri koleqcia, 

tomi I, #34, damateba I, 3, SnS. 2. gv. 132. 
33 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 1892, gv. 111. 
34 k. kekeliZe, qarTuli literaturis istoria, Zveli 

mwerloba, tomi pirveli, 1941, gv. 157. 
35 iqve, gv. 157. 
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saqmeebis mosagvareblad qarTvelTa mefem bagrat IV-
m, XI s.-is Sua wlebSi aTonidan moiwvia. 

bagrat IV giorgi mTawmindels gansakuTrebul 
pativs miagebda:  

`Semdgomad zamTrisa aRmo-raÁ-vida Rmris-msaxuri mefe  
kualad qarTladve, mouwoda bersa [giorgi mTawmindels] 
winaSe missa da miscna adgilni Suenierni, lavrani 
didebulni gansasueneblad da sayofelad misa, pirvelad 
neZÂ qarTls Sina da Semdgomad mciredisa Satberdi, 
didebuli lavraÁ klarjeTs Sina”36 

SatberdSi moRvawe mamebidan gamorCeuli iyo 
sofron Satberdeli. giorgi merCule mas did 
sofronad ixseniebs: 

`...didi sofron ...Satberdisa eklesiisa ganaxlebiT 
aRmaSenebeli da ukunisamde gÂrgÂni misi”37  

sofroni `adiSis oTxTavis~ momgebelicaa da 
Satberdis monatris ganmaaxlebelic X s.-is I 
naxevarSi. 

Satberdel moRvaweTa Soris yuradRebis 
imsaxureben X-XI ss. saxelganTqmuli kaligrafebi 
da gadamwerebi ioane berai, grigol vaCeZoreli, 
daviT da ioane jibisZeni. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
36 giorgi mcire, cxovrebaÁ.... giorgi mTawmindelisaÁ, 

Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli lit. Zeglebi, wigni II (XI-
XV ss.), i. abulaZis redaqciiT, Tb., 1967. gv. 161, ix. 
agreTve. aTonis iverTa monastris 1074 w. xelnaweri 
aRapebiT, Tb., 1901 w., gv. 320 

37 giorgi merCule, SromaÁ da moRuawebaÁ... grigolisi..., 
Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli lit. Zeglebi, wigni I, (V-X 
ss.), i. abulaZis redaqciiT, Tb., 1963, gv. 294. 
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samonastro cxovrebis moSla samxreT-dasavleT 

saqarTveloSi 
 

XI saukunidan saqarTveloSi religiuri da 
kulturuli centrebi Siga raionebisaken da 
sazRvargareT inacvlebs. 

politikuri situaciis Secvlis gamo, jer Turq-
seljukebisa, xolo Semdeg monRolebis Semosevis 
Sedegad, saqarTvelos samxreT-dasavleT mxareebi 
gansakuTrebiT mZime mdgomareobaSi vardeba, Tumca 
Satberdi XIII s-Sic kvlav didebul lavrad 
moixsenieba (ix. zemoT, gv. 14). 

XIV s.-dan Satberdis monasterSi cxovreba 
minavlda, magram, rogorc Cans, berebi iq mainc 
cxovrobdnen. amas adasturebs  XV-XVI ss.-ebiT 
daTariRebuli mxedruli minaweri yofili 
saeklesio muzeumis A koleqciis #484 xelnawerisa 
(alaverdis oTxTavi, 1054 w.): 

`opizis dekanozs iosebs, Satberdis dekanozs Tomas 
Seundnen RmerTman....~38 

 XVI saukunis 50-iani wlebidan es mxareebi 
osmaluri TurqeTis saxelmwifoSia, miuxedavad 
amisa tao-klarjeTis zogierT monasterSi 
saeklesio moRvaweoba XVII saukunis Suaxanebamde 
grZeldeba. qarTul xelnawerTa S koleqciaSi 
daculi 1650 wels dawerili xelnaweris mixedviT:  

`q~ks tlÀ [1650 w] aqa safriZes mtbevars iSxneloba da 
mawyverloba mouvida xvanTqrisagan~39  

XVII s. bolodan, rogorc Cans samxreT-dasavleT 
saqarTvelos monastrebsa da eklesiebSi cxovreba 
ispoba. 

 
38 qarTul xelnawerTa aRweriloba yofili saeklesio 

muzeumis (A) koleqciisa, t. II (I), 9v, #484, Tb. 1986, gv. 215. 
39 qarTul xelnawerTa aRweriloba yofili qarTvelTa 

Soris wera-kiTxvis gamavrcelebeli sazogadoebis (S) 
koleqcia, #252, aseve T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. II, 1897, gv. 
475. 
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Satberdis lokalizaciis mcdeloba  

XIX-XX ss.-ebSi 
 

XIX saukunis 70-iani wlebis dasawyisSi 
TurqeTSi, arTvinisa da artanis raionebSi 
imogzaures d. baqraZem da g. yazbegma. amiT daiwyo 
saukuneebis ganmavlobaSi miviwyebuli qarTuli 
qristianuli arqiteqturis Zeglebis kvleva. 

XIX saukunis 70-iani wlebis bolodan arTvinis, 
artanisa, erzrumisa da yarsis raionebi, danarCen 
saqarTvelosTan erTad, ruseTis imperiis 
SemadgenlobaSia da ruseTis mecnierebaTa 
akademiisa Tu arqeologiuri sazogadoebis egidiT 
saqarTvelos am istoriul mxareebSi ewyoba 
eqspediciebi: grafinia pr. uvarovas, akademikosebis 
a. pavlinovis, n. maris, e. TayaiSvilis da sxvaTa 
monawileobiT. am eqspediciebis masalebze 
dayrdnobiT SesaZlebeli gaxda warsulSi cnobili 
yvela eklesiisa Tu monastris mikvleva. mxolod 
Satberdisa da xanZTis identifikaciis sakiTxi 
rCeboda Riad. 

Satberdis lokalizaciis problemas aseTi 
istoria aqvs: 

1873 wlis mogzaurobis Semdeg dimitri baqraZem 
gamoTqva mosazreba: `Satberdad unda 
igulisxmebodes TviT lodis-yana (dolisyana), 
Tumca axla, rogorc me adgilobriv davrwmundi, es 
saxeli dakargulia~.40 amJamad cnobilia, rom 
dolisyana aris klarjeTis udabnoTagan erT-erTi, 
mogvianebiT (X s.) aSenebuli monasteri.  

Tedo Jordania aseT varauds gamoTqvams: `...iSxani 
mezobeli monasteri iyo parxalisa da... albaT 
Satberd-xanZoeTisaca... Tu TÂT ioane bermac 

 
40 d. baqraZe, vaxuSti, saqarTvelos istoria 

(ganmartebuli... d. baqraZis mier), tfilisi, 1885, gv. 130.  
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Satberds dawerili parxals Seswira, sagulisxmoa, 
rom Satberdi Sors ar unda iyos parxalidam~.41  

amrigad, T. Jordanias varaudiT, Satberdi 
artanujsa da parxals Soris unda  mdebareobdes. 

1904 wels akad. niko mari atarebs tao-klarjeTis 
Semswavlel masStabur eqspedicias. niko mari qvemo 
forTaSi (Y. Porta) mdebare samonastro kompleqss 
SatberdTan aigivebs: `...aq (qvemo forTaSi)... 
pirvelive STabeWdileba iseTi mqonda, rom 
vimyofebi Zvel savaneSi – SatberdSi, miuxedavad 
misi gviandeli mopirkeTebisa... aq SevigrZeni iseTi 
siaxlove am miyruebuli kuTxis warsulis 
realobisa, rom ar gamikvirdeboda TviT grigol 
xanZTeli rom gamomcxadeboda pasuxiT kiTxvaze, 
romelmac aq momiyvana: sadaa Satberdi?... SatberdSi 
(amieridan ase vuwodeb qvemo forTas) araa swori 
adgili. TiToeuli nagebobisTvis da TviT 
baRebisTvisac ki... unda gakeTdes terasebi~.42 

eqvTime TayaiSvilma, romelmac XX saukunis 
dasawyisSi tao-klarjeTisa da kola-artanis 
Semswavlel sam eqspediciaSi miiRo monawileoba, 
gaiziara niko maris mosazreba da qvemo forTis 
monasteri Satberdad miiCnia.43 

xanZTis monasteri Satberdad miiCnia akad. iv. 
javaxiSvilmac. 1923 wels misi redaqtorobiT 
gamosul saqarTvelos istoriul rukaze xanZTis 
monasters Satberdi aweria, xolo xanZTa 
miTiTebulia mis CrdiloeTiT, karCxalis mTasTan.  

 
41 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 1892, gv. 98. 
42 Н. Марр. Дневник поездки в Шавшию и Кларджию. МАК. вып. 

МШШ, С.Пет. 1911, gv. 139-142. 
43 e. TayaiSvili, emigrantuli naSromebi, t.1, 

`samusulmano saqarTvelo”,  `mecniereba”, Tb., 1991, gv. 220. 
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amJamad ukve dadgenil faqtad iTvleba, rom 
qvemo forTaSi arsebuli monasteri xanZTaa.44 

zemoT Cven aRvniSneT, rom giorgi meCules 
`grigol xanZTelis cxovreba~ umniSvnelovanesi 
pirvelwyaroa klarjeTis monastrebis kvlevisaTvis. 
igive iTqmis Satberdis identifikaciis sakiTxTan 
dakavSirebiTac. kerZod, `grigol xanZTelis 
cxovrebaSi~ aris sami epizodi, romlebic 
migvaniSneben Satberdis monastris adgilsamyofels:  

I. marSruti, romliTac grigol xanZTelma da 
mTavarTa ojaxma – aSot kurapalatis Zeebma, 
bagratma, adarnasem da guaramma imogzaures 
klarjeTis savaneTa mosanaxuleblad artanujidan:  

`...wina warmouZRua [grigol xanZTeli] mTavarTa maT. 
da pirvelad miiyvanna Satberds... da raJams warmovides 
SatberdiT Ãelmwifeni igi... moiwines jmerks da berTas... 
da dabas... opizas... da waremarTnes xancTad... moilocnes 
miZnaZoroÁ, wyaroÁs Tavi, da bareTelTaÁ da adgilni 
maTni~.45 

II. Satberdis adgilsamyofelis mimarTeba 
danarCen monastrebTan:  

`Satberdi daRacaTu sxuaTa maT udabnoTa 
[klarjeTis danarCen udabnoebs] mcired Soravs...~.46 (is. 
ruka #2). 

amrigad, Satberdi daSorebulia danarCeni 
monastrebis zonas. 

III. SatberdTan sasoflo-sameurneo savargulebis 
arseboba:  

 
44 p. ingoroyva, giorgi merCule, Tb., 1954, ix. agreTve  

W. Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries in Historic Tao, 

Klarjeti and Šavšeti, Stuttgart,1992, v. jobaZe, xanZTis wm. giorgis 
monasteri, artanuji, 1995, #4. 

45 giorgi merCule, SromaÁ da moRuawebaÁ... grigolisi..., 
Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli lit. Zeglebi, wigni I, (V-X 
ss.), i. abulaZis redaqciiT, Tb., 1963, gv. 275, 276. 

46 iqve, gv. 313 
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[xanZTasTan] `...saTesavi yanaÁ da saTibeli queyanaÁ 
raÁTurTiT ara ars... da... Sewirna [aSot kurapalatma] 
adgilni keTilni da Satberdisa adgili agarakad 
xancTisa~.47 (ix. sur. #2). 

am masalis analizis Sedegad pavle ingoroyvam 
naSromSi `giorgi merCule~ wamoayena hipoTeza 
Satberdis artanujis dasavleTiT, sof. Sagoras 
midamoebSi mdebareobis Sesaxeb.48 Rvawlmosil 
mamuliSvils am hipoTezis Semowmebis saSualeba ar 
hqonda, radgan yofili tao-klarjeTi XX saukunis 
20-iani wlebidan TurqeTis teritoriaze iyo, xolo 
danarCeni saqarTvelo – sabWoTa kavSiris 
SemadgenlobaSi da qarTvel mecnierebs ar hqondaT 
saSualeba am miwebze saZiebo samuSaoebis 
Catarebisa. 

XX saukunis II naxevridan tao-klarjeTsa da 
kola-artanSi saeqspedicio-samecniero samuSaoebs  
mxolod dasavleli mecnierebi awarmoebdnen – los-
anJelesis (aSS) universitetis profesori v. jobaZe, 
frangi mkvlevarebi, doqtorebi J.-m. da n. tieri, 
avstrieli mecnieri, doqtori b. baumgartneri da 
sxvebi.  

maT Soris, Satberdis Temas prof. vaxtang jobaZe 
Seexo: `jerjerobiT, artanujisa da imerxevis 
xeobis midamoebis kvlevisas, Cemi mogzaurobis dros 
me ver SevZeli mepova raime nangrevebis kvali, 
romlebic SeiZleba identificirebuli iyos 
SatberdTan. amgvarad, erTaderTi monasteri, 
romelic Seesabameba xsenebul marSruts (grigol 
xanZTelisa da mTavarTa mogzauroba klarjeTis 
savaneebis mosalocad), rogorc Cans, aris adgili, 

 
47 iqve, gv. 262 
48 p. ingoroyva, giorgi merCule, Tbilisi, 1954,       

gv. 316-318. 



 21 

romelic dResdReobiT cnobilia misi Tanamedrove 
saxeliT eni-rabaTi...49 

XX saukunis 90-iani wlebidan, saqarTvelos mier 
damoukideblobis mopovebisa da TurqeTTan 
keTilmezobluri urTierTobis damyarebis Semdeg 
istoriul tao-klarjeTsa da kola-artanSi 
qarTvel mecnierTa da mkvlevarTa axali Taobis 
muSaoba intensiuri xdeba. ewyoba eqspediciebi, 
muSavdeba sainformacio da samecniero literatura 
qarTuli warmoSobis arqiteqturul Zeglebze. 

mosazreba Satberdis eni-rabaTSi mdebareobis 
Sesaxeb gaiziara da ganaviTara 
xelovnebaTmcodneobis doqtorma daviT xoStariam: 
`...eni-rabaTi am monacemebs (`grigol xanZTelis 
cxovreba~) zedmiwevniT Seesabameba, Tu Satberds mis 
adgilas vigulebT, gamodis, rom artanujidan 
daZrulma mefeebma gaiares TxuTmetiode km. aRma 
artanujiswylis xeobaSi, moinaxules aq mdebare 
monasteri, Semdeg ukan gamobrundnen, kvlav gaiares 
artanuji da gza ganagrZes imerxevisken.50 ...eni-
rabaTis eklesia dgas farTo amwvanebul xeobaSi... 
nayofieri miwiTa da saZovrebiT... zemoTTqmulidan 
gamomdinare... sakmarisi safuZveli gvaqvs vifiqroT, 
rom Satberdi mdebareobda axlandeli eni-rabaTis 
adgilas.51 ...yovel SemTxvevaSi, artanujis 
midamoebSi (da saerTod klarjeTSi), sxvagan arsad 
Cans namonastrali, romelic `didebul lavrad~ 
SeiZleboda migveCnia. Satberdi vrceli savane iyo 
didi eklesiiT, satrapezoTi, skriptoriumiT, 
senakebiT da sxva nagebobebiT. Zneli warmosadgenia 

 
49 W. Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries in Historic Tao, 

Klarjeti and Šavšeti, Stuttgart,1992, gv. 41. 
50 d. xoStaria, Satberdis (eni-rabaTis) eklesia da 

klarjeTis arqiteqturis mxatvrul-istoriuli 
problemebi, sadoqtoro disertacia.  Tbilisi, 2004, gv. 66. 

51 iqve, gv. 67. 
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es yvelaferi ise gamqraliyo, rom kvalic ar 
daetovebina. Tu eni-rabaTi Satberdi ar aris, 
sadRac sxvagan unda arsebobdes saxeldakarguli 
didi monastris naSTebi mainc, magram isini XIX-XX 
saukuneebis arcerT mkvlevarsa Tu mogzaurs ar 
aRuniSnavs~.52  

Satberdisa da eni-rabaTis identuroba T. 
Jordaniasa da p. ingoroyvas zemoTmoyvanil 
argumentirebul debulebebs ewinaaRmdegeba: eni-
rabaTi artanujis aRmosavleTiTaa da grigol 
xanZTelisa da bagratis ojaxis mogzaurobis 
marSrutic arabunebrivi gamodis, radgan erTsa da 
imave gzaze aqeT da iqiT siaruli Znelad 
dasaSvebia. yovel SemTxvevaSi, `zedmiwevniT~ ar 
Seesabameba monacemebs (ix. ruka #2). 

eni-rabaTis SatberdTan igiveobas saeWvod xdis 
agreTve Semdegi faqtobrivi monacemebi: 

a) eni-rabaTis sakmaod kargad SemorCenil taZarSi 
ar aris arcerTi qarTuli warwera; 

b) eklesiis interierSi dasavleTis mklavis 
boloSi mowyobili iyo xis patronike. aseTi ram araa 
dafiqsirebuli tao-klarjeTis arcerT eklesiaSi; 

g) dekoraciuli elementebi Tavmoyrilia iatakidan 
maRla. amiT eni-rabaTi didad gansxvavdeba regionis 
sxva taZrebisgan; 

d) eni-rabaTis oTx niSas samabsidian 
sakurTxevelze, samkuTxa niSebs gumbaTis yelSi, 
Sveril msxvil Taros sartyels, Tanabari simaRlis 
safasado TaRebs da Crdilo dasavleTis trompis 
dekors  paraleli ar moeZebneba qarTul 
arqiteqturaSi; 

e) dasavleTis mklavSi CarTuli 
naxevarlilvebiani da burTulebiani qvebi mecamete 
saukuniT TariRdeba; 

 
52 iqve, gv. 64. 
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es monacemebi moxmobilia d. xoStarias 
disertaciidan.53  

am winaaRmdegobebs d. xoStaria Semdegnairad 
xsnis: `Satberdis (eni-rabaTis) xuroTmoZRvari... 
warmogvidgeba rogorc... marginali, romelmac... 
isurva arqiteqturuli azris ganviTarebis 
magistraluri xazisgan erTgvarad ganze dgoma~.54  

Cven amgvari axsna aradamajerebeli gvgonia. 
ufro misaRebia v. jobaZis mosazreba `...argumenti 
Satberdis eni-rabaTTan identifikaciis winaaRmdeg 
mdgomareobs eni-rabaTis gegmasa da wyobaSi, 
romliTac [enirabaTi] XI saukunis Sua wlebSia 
aSenebuli... Tumca grigol xanZTelis mier 
aSenebuli monastrebi mogvianebiT gadakeTda da es 
SeiZleba eni-rabaTsac exebodes...~55 `eni-rabaTis... 
arqiteqturuli plastikis... siaxleebi ar egueba 
regionis xuroTmoZRvruli praqtikis tradiciebsa 
da saerTo xasiaTs da axsnas saWiroebs, rac 
momavali kvlevis amocana unda gaxdes~.56  

eni-rabaTis SatberdTan identurobas ar 
eTanxmebian tao-klarjeTis cnobili frangi 
mkvlevarebi n. da J.-m. tierebi.57  

Satberdis Sesaxeb mosazreba gamoTqmuli aqvs 
akad. v. beriZesac `unda SeveguoT imas, rom namdvili 
Satberdi CvenTvis realurad ucnobia~.58    

Turquli sityva eni-rabaTi qarTulad axal 
rabaTs niSnavs. mecxramete saukuneSi Camosaxlebuli 
somxebi am adgils noraSens uwodebdnen rac 

 
53 iqve, gv. 144, 142, 223, 257. 
54 iqve, gv. 271 
55 W. Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries in Historic Tao, 

Klarjeti and Šavšeti, Stuttgart,1992, gv. 41. 
56 iqve, gv. 77. 
57 Thierry N. et J.-M., Notes d’un nouveau voyage en Georgie turque, 

Bedi Kartlisa:   Revue de Kartvelologie, vol. XXV, Paris, 1968, gv. 53.  
58 В. Беридзе, Архитектура Тао-Кларджети, Тб. 1981, gv. 189. 



 24 

qarTulad axalSens Seesabameba. qarTul istoriul 
wyaroebSi dafiqsirebulia toponimi axaldaba. es 
dasaxleba artanujis midamoebSi yofila:  

`sia mcxeTis saeklesio mamulebisa. sinod. kantoris 
gujrebSi ipoveba sigeli #349, [romelic] XV saukunis 
piria Zvelis gujrisa 1392 wels dawerilisa aleqsandre 
mefis saxeliT: `...artanujis cixe da misi Sesavali; munve 
sofeli cixis-Ziri; axal-daba; boco-jvari da agara~.59  

vfiqrobT, rom es axaldabaa eni-rabaTi da iq 
mdebare eklesiac axaldabis eklesiaa.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
59 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 2, tfilisi, 1897, gv. 196-198. 
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Satberdis identifikacia 

 
davubrundeT p. ingoroyvas hipoTezas Satberdis 

artanujis dasavleTiT mdebareobis Sesaxeb. 
Tedo Jordanias 1890 wels Cawerili aqvs 

mesxeTis mxareTa kargi mcodnis grigol gurielis 
cnoba, rom `sofeli Saxbedi mdebareobs Woroxis 
xeobaSi, mTazed...~60 amJamad adgilobrivi 
mosaxleoba xeobas, sadac namonastralia `SarbeTs~ 
(“Şarbet”) uwodebs. 

cnobebi artanujis dasavleTiT eklesiis 
nangrevebis Sesaxeb hqondaT Turq mkvlevarebsac:  

osman aiTeqinis mixedviT `oqumuSlaris 
(boselTas) soflis eklesiis Sesaxeb raime cnoba 
ar mogvepoveba. savaraudod Sua saukuneebis Zeglia, 
bagratovanTa epoqaSi agebuli~.61  

1995 wels m. qadiroRlum Şarbet-Si, romelic 
mdebareobs boselTas cixesTan, Tanamedrove 

Okumuşlar-Tan, aRwera am monastris nangrevebi: `aq 
aris satrapezo da eklesia. danarCeni nangrevebi 
Zalzed dazianebulia da ar iZleva identificirebis 
saSualebas. Crdilo-dasavleTiT monastrisagan 
mdebareobs cixe-simagre Bboselt kale (boselTa).~ 
m. qadiroRlu askvnis: `savaraudoa rom, SarbeTi 
ekuTvnis giorgi merCulis mier aRweril periods. 
opizas, wyarosTavs da parexis CrdiloeT eklesias 
bevri saerTo aqvT SarbeTTan. amis safuZvelze 
vaskvniT rom, SarbeTi ekuTvnis me-9 saukunis pirvel 
naxevars... Cven vbedavT SarbeTi gavaigivoT 
SatberdTan~.62 samwuxarod, Turqi mkvlevaris es 

 
60 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 1892, gv. 97. 
61 Aytekin, Osman, “Ortaçağ ‘dan Osmanlı dőnemi sonuna kadar 

Artvin ‘deki  mimari eserler”, Ankara, Kűltűr Bakanlığı, 1999, gv.281. 
62 M. Kadiroĝlu, Untersuchungen an mittelalterlichen georgischen 

Baudenkmälern in Nordost-Anatolien, Georgica, 22, 1999, gv. 8-19 
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informacia qarTveli mecnierebis yuradRebis miRma 
darCa. 

d. xoStarias 2004 w. dacul disertaciaSi weria 
`...sakuTari mosazreba Satberdis lokalizaciis 
sakiTxze, ramdenadac vici, m. qadiroRlus arsad 
gamouqveynebia63 da iqve dasZens `...axladaRmoCenili 
monasteri [qadiroRlus mikvleuli SarbeTi] 
metismetad pataraa saimisod, rom Satberdi iyos~.64  

1999 w. gamoqveynebul naSromSi65 m. qadiroRlus 
mier mikvleuli namonastrali sakmarisad didi 
zomisaa (eklesiis sigrZe 27 m-ia skriptoriumisa 23 
m.) da misi `metismetad patarad~ CaTvla ar unda 
iyos marTebuli.  

Satberdis monastris nangrevebi 1997 w. unaxavT 
qarTvel biologebs. mkvlevarebma igi sof. 
boselTas eklesiad miiRes: `gaviareT sofeli agara 
da mere soflis – bosleTis [boselTa] midamoebSi 
lamazi cixe gamoCnda kldeze, qvemoT ki, mindorze 
eklesiis naSTebi. savalalo mdgomareobaSia, 
`perangis qvebi~ sul aclili aqvs, gumbaTi 
Camongreulia, kedlebidan mxolod ori fragmentia 
Semonaxuli, magram saerTo suraTis aRdgena 
SeiZleba...~.66 

pozicias Satberdis artanujis samxreT-
dasavleTiT mdebareobis Sesaxeb iziareben 
Tanamedrove qarTveli istoriuli geografiis 
specialistebi. 2003 w. dabeWdil `saqarTvelos 
istoriis atlasSi~, romelic akad. d. 

 
63 d. xoStaria, Satberdis (eni-rabaTis) eklesia da 

klarjeTis arqiteqturis mxatvrul-istoriuli 
problemebi, sadoqtoro disertacia.  Tbilisi, 2004, gv. 68. 

64 iqve, gv. 68. 
65 M. Kadiroĝlu, Untersuchungen an mittelalterlichen georgischen 

Baudenkmälern in Nordost-Anatolien, Georgica, 22, 1999. 
66 r. Jordania (redaqtori), qarTvel zoologebi 

TurqeTSi, krebuli, Tb., 1997. gv 54. 
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musxeliSvilis redaqtorobiTaa gamocemuli, 
Satberdi artanujis samxreT-dasavleTiTaa 
miTiTebuli.67  

2004 wlis 19 agvistos `qarTu jgufisa~ da `gia 
qavTaraZe da partniorebis~ finansuri daxmarebiT, 
Temur xuciSvilma da viqtoria Stormma (ukraina), 
xolo amave wlis oqtomberSi kaxa Sengeliam, Salva 
maWavarianma, mariam cibaZem da `kavkasiis biznesis 
skolis~ ramdenime TanamSromelma avzomeT da 
fotofirebze davafiqsireT didi samonastro 
kompleqsi, romelic mdebareobs artanujis samxreT-
dasavleTiT, sof. agarasa da sof. boselTas Soris, 
Rrma xeobaSi. 

Cveni azriTac swored aq arsebuli nangrevebia 
Satberdis monasteri. 

moviyvanoT argumentebi:         
Tu Satberdi agarasTanaa, grigol xanZTelisa da 

samefo ojaxis gza (ix. epizodi I) friad 
racionalurad gamoiyureba. aqedan uaxloesi savane 
jmerkia, da arc win da ukan siaruli uxdebaT. 

 rukaze Cans, rom Satberdi danarCeni 
monastrebis zonas marTlac mcired daSorebulia; 
am SemTxvevaSi gvaqvs Tanxmoba `grigol xanZTelis 
cxovrebidan~ zemoTmoyvanil meore epizodTan (ix. 
ruka #2). 

namonastralTan axlos, sof. agaridan 
vazisxevamde kilometrze meti sigrZis nayofieri 
miwaa, romelic irwyveba da sadac axlac baRebia 
gaSenebuli. namonastralTan axlos aris sof. 
boselTa (Okumuşlar), rac SeiZleba agreTve 
miuTiTebdes samesaqonleo meurneobis (boslebis) 
arsebobaze. es monacemebi Seesabameba zemoT 
aRniSnul mesame  epizods (ix. sur. #2). 

 
67 saqarTvelos istoriis atlasi, mTavari redaqtori 

d. musxeliSvili, Tbilisi 2003, gv. 28. 
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amrigad, Tu Satberdis monasters boselTasTan 
vigulisxmebT, miviRebT srul Sesabamisobas 
`grigol xanZTelis cxovrebis~ teqstTan. 

agarasTan Cvens mier dafiqsirebul da 
miaxloebiT azomil didi samonastro kompleqsSi 
dRemde SemorCenilia:  

a) 26.4×17.6 m-is zomis jvris gegmis mqone didi 
taZari; sakurTxevlis absidis simaRle 6-7 m-ia;  

b) savaraudod satrapezo an skriptoriumi 23.2 × 
18 m. zomebiT;  

g) senaki mTavari taZris Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT,  
zomebiT 4×6 m. (darCenilia ori kedeli);  

d) senakis naSTebi mTavari taZris samxreT-
aRmosavleTiT (darCenilia 4 m. simaRlis kuTxe);  

e) moSandakebuli adgili 30×30 m-is zomebiT (ix. 
sur. #10). 

d. xoStarias dakvirvebiT `saqarTvelos sinas~ 
samSeneblo tradicia gulisxmobda jvruli 
agebulebis SenobaSi dasavleTis mklavis xazgasmul 
dominirebas (midrekilebas dagrZelebisadmi).68 am 
TvalsazrisiT, Satberdis mTavari taZari Zalze 
axloa wyarosTavis, opizisa da dolisyanis 
taZrebTan (gansxvavebiT eni-rabaTisagan). 

pirveladi anazomebisa da fotomasalis gacnobis 
Semdeg xelovnebaTmcodneobis doqtori dimitri 
TumaniSvili aRniSnul taZars IX-X saukuneebSi 
aSenebulad miiCnevs. kedlis wyoba da mopirkeTeba 
`...ufro X saukuneze unda migvaniSnebdes... ganaxleba 
xom, giorgi merCulis utyuari cnobiT, X saukunis 
pirvel naxevarSi momxdara” (es mosazreba 
moyvanilia mkvlevaris jerjerobiT gamouqveynebel 
xelnawerSi). 

 
68 d. xoStaria, Satberdis (eni-rabaTis) eklesia da 

klarjeTis arqiteqturis mxatvrul-istoriuli 
problemebi, sadoqtoro disertacia.  Tbilisi, 2004, gv. 
137. 
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Satberdis agarasTan mdebareobis versiis 
sasargeblod metyvelebs toponimikac: boselTas 
Tanamedrove Turquli saxelwodeba (Okumuşlar) 
qarTulad iTargmneba rogorc `ganaTlebuli 
adamianebis sacxovrebeli adgili~, aRniSnuli faqti 
SeiZleba CaiTvalos istoriuli mexsierebis 
gamoZaxilad (es mosazreba gamoTqva akad. mariam 
lorTqifaniZem T. xuciSvilTan piradi saubrisas). 

sainteresoa ivane javaxiSvilis Semdegi 
mosazreba: `sageografio saxelad gvxvdeba `agara~-c, 
romelsac gansakuTrebuli mniSvneloba hqonda. 
`agara~ rogorc etyoba sofelze yofila 
dakavSirebuli; grigol xanZTelis cxovrebaSi mag. 
aRniSnulia, rom aSot kurapalatma `Sewirna... 
Satberdisa adgili agarakad xanZTisa~ (gv. iz)~.69  

Satberdi somxurad gaformebuli kompozitia da 
misi meore nawili `berd~ (b[h]erğ[h]), rogorc 
indoevropul (Zv. germanulad – burg, somxurad –
burgn), aseve aRmosavlur araindoevropul enebze 
(urartulad - burgana, siriulad - būrgā),  eWvgareSea, 
cixe-simagres niSnavs.70  

monasterTan axlos mTis Txemze SemorCenilia 
cixe-simagre, romelsac  boselTas cixes uwodeben. 
es faqtic Cveni versiis sasargeblod metyvelebs (ix. 
sur. #3 da #4). 

Satberdis Cveneul identifikacias iziareben 
samxreT saqarTvelos istoriis Tanamedrove 
mecnieri mkvlevarebi: akad. d. musxeliSvili da 
doqtori d. berZeniSvili. maTi azriT `grigol 
xanZTelis cxovrebis monacemebi savsebiT 
amarTleben avtorTa (T. xuciSvili, k. Sengelia, S. 
maWavariani, v. silogava) mosazrebas~ (es sityvebi 

 
69 iv. javaxiSvili, qarTveli eris istoria, 

Txzulebani Tormet tomad, tomi II, Tbilisi, 1983, gv. 15. 
70 Т. Гамкрелидзе, В. Иванов, Индоевропейский язык и 

индоевропейцы, т. II, 1984, стр. 744 – 745. 
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moyvanilia d. berZeniSvilis 2006 wels daweril 
jerjerobiT gamouqveynebel daskvnaSi). 

Satberdis lokalizaciis versia warmodgenili 
iyo k. Sengelias disertaciis (`tao-klarjeTis 
Seswavlis istoria~, xelmZRvaneli akad. roin 
metreveli, oficialuri oponentebi akad. z. aleqsiZe 
da prof. g. lorTqifaniZe) dacvisas, iv. 
javaxiSvilis sax. Tbilisis saxelmwifo 
universitetSi, 2005 wels. am versiis sawinaaRmdego 
mosazreba sabWos arcerT wevrs ar gamouTqvams. 

Satberdis Cveneul identifikacias iziarebs tao-
klarjTis cnobili avstrieli mkvlevari, doqtori 
bruno baumgartneri, romelic am sakiTze ukve 
mravali welia muSaobs. Tavisi pozicia man 
daafiqsira `kavkasiis biznesis skolis~ samecniero 
konferenciaze, likanSi, 2005 w. 

Satberds oqumuSlarTan mdebared miiCnevs tao-
klarjeTis axalgazrda Turqi mkvlevari f. 
bairami.71 

moyvanili argumentebi da mecnierTa mosazrebebi 
agarasTan arsebuli dRemde usaxelo namonastralis 
SatberdTan  identifikaciis saSualebas gvaZlevs. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
71 F. Bayram, Artvin’deki Gürcü Manastirlari (Rahip Grigol Handzta 

Dönemi), n. 12, gv. 110-115.  
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Satberdis kvlevis perspeqtivebi 

 
Satberdis monasteri Zalian dazianebulia da 

misi nangrevebi yria mTavari taZris teritoriaze. 
taZars mTlianad SemoZarculi aqvs perangi, odnav 
ukeTes mdgomareobaSia skriptoriumi.  

dRes, TurqeTis respublikasTan saqarTvelos 
keTilmezobluri urTierTobisa da sazogadoebis 
mxridan tao-klarjeTis Temis mimarT interesis 
gazrdis pirobebSi, SesaZlebelia moewyos 
erToblivi, qarTul-Turquli samecniero eqspedicia, 
romelsac monastris Seswavlis, azomvisa da 
gaTxrebis Catarebis saSualeba eqneba. 

Satberdis monastris gansakuTrebuli 
mniSvnelobis gamo SesaZlebelia misi gamokvleviT 
dainteresdnen, agreTve, Sesabamisi saerTaSoriso 
organizaciebic. 

amisaTvis ki saWiroa rogorc saxelmwifoebrivi 
struqturebis, aseve mecnierTa da mecenatTa 
erToblivi Zalisxmeva. 

Satberdis mecnierulma Seswavlam, SesaZlebelia, 
mravali mniSvnelovani aRmoCenis mowme gagvxados. 
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SHATBERDI MONASTERY 

 

Materials, Identification, Prospects of Studies 
 

 
The present work comprises the materials on Shatberdi the Blessed 

Virgin Monastery and deals with the issues of its identification 

 and the prospects of studies. 

 

The first version of the work was published in ’Historical Articles’ V, 

2004 - collected scientific articles of Chair of History at Ilia 

Chavchavadze Tbilisi State University of Languages and Culture. 

 

Shatberdi Monastery (known as a great lavra) -  built in the 9th 

century by Grigol of Khandzta with assistance of Bagrat I 

Kuropalates, once one of the most prominent religious and 

educational centres with such outstanding scholars and scientists as 

Ioanne-Zosime, Mikhail Modrekili and Giorgi Mtatsmindeli living 

and working - is located on the south-west of Artanuji (at present 

within the Republic of Turkey). The oldest of all the extant 

manuscripts of “Convert of Kartli”, Gospels of Adishi, Jruchi, 

Parkhali were copied (Shatberdi Collection) in Shatberdi; the 

manuscripts are kept at the Museum of Georgian Antiquity and 

Virtu.  

From the 11th century in general and from the 16th in particular the 

religious and cultural centres in Tao-Klarjeti and Kola-Artaani fell 

into decay, for they (Tao-Klarjeti and Kola-Artaani) were seized by 

the Ottoman Turkish Empire.  

During the Arab dominance in central Kartli the cultural and political 

center of Georgia was shifted closer to Byzantium, to Klarjeti. 

Because of the special standing in the history of Georgia the 

monasteries built or renovated by Grigol of Khadzti and his disciples 

in the VIII-IX centuries, in particular 12 cloisters of Klarjeti - out of 

which Shatberdi Monastery deserves a special mention - are known 

as “Georgian Synai”.  
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However, from the 19th century exploration of old and almost 

forgotten Georgian Christian architectural monuments started afresh, 

for the regions of Arvin, Artaani and Karsi (ex-territories of Tao-

Klarjeti and Kola-Artaani) as well as the rest of Georgia became a 

part of Russian Empire. Expeditions were taken into these historic 

parts of Georgia under the auspices of Russian Academy of Sciences 

and Archeological Society. The members of the expeditions were: 

Countess Pr. Uvarova, Academician D. Bakradze, A. Pavlonov, N. 

Marr, E. Takaishvili, Colonel G. Kazbegi and many others. Later the 

materials of the expeditions made getting on the tracks of famous 

churches and monasteries possible however, Shatberdi still remained 

unidentified.  

History of the problem of Shatberdi location: 

After his expedition of 1879, Georgian archeologist and historian, 

member of Petersburg Academy of Sciences Dimitri Bakradze 

(1826-1890) put forward the following idea:  ‘We could suppose 

Lodis-kana (Doliskana) is the same Shatberdi. However, after 

travelling in the region I got convinced that the name has been 

lost”.72  

It is common knowledge nowadays that Doliskana is one of the 

Klarjeti monasteries built later in the 10th century.  

Another supposition was put forward by eminent Georgian historian 

Tedo Zhordania (1854-1916). “…...Iskhani was a neighboring 

monastery to Parkhali and… most probably of Shatberd – 

Khandzoeti as well… The fact that Monk Ioanne endowed Parkhali 

with a manuscript written in Shatberdi suggests Shatberdi was not far 

from Parkhali”73 

 
72 d. baqraZe, vaxuSti, saqarTvelos istoria 

(ganmartebuli... d. baqraZis mier), tfilisi, 1885, gv. 130.  
73 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 1892, gv. 98. 
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In 1890 Tedo Zhordania met Grigol Gurieli, the man with a thorough 

knowledge of Meskheti region, who informed him that the village of 

Shakhbedi was located on a hill in the Chorokhi gorge…”74  

Thus, according to T. Zhordania Shatberdi must be located between 

Artanuji and Parkhali.  

In 1904 prominent orientalist, Academician at Petersburg’s Academy 

of Sciences, Niko Marr (1865-1934) organized an expedition to 

explore Tao-Klarjeti. Niko Marr identified the ruins of a monastery 

complex in Kvemo Porta (Y. Porta) with Shatberdi: “Here (in Y. 

Porta) my first impression was - I was in the old cloister of 

Shatberdi… Despite its later facing I felt I was in the old cloister – 

Shatberdi… the reality of the past of this remote corner seemed so 

close that I would not have been surprised to see Grigol of Khandzta, 

who would have answered the question which had brought me here: 

where is Shatberdi? … The terrain is not plane in Shatberdi (from 

now on I will call Kvemo Porta this way). Each of the constructions 

and even gardens would need a terrace”.75  

Equtime Takaishvili, (1863-1953) the Academician at Georgian 

Academy of Sciences, explored Tao-Klarjeti and Kola-Artaani on 

three occasions and shared Niko Marr’s point of view – he 

considered Kvemo Porta Monastery to be Shatberdi.76  

However, it has already been corroborated that the Monastery in 

Kvemo Porta is Khandzta.  

In 1845 at Jerusalem Patriarchate library N. Chubinashvili found a 

manuscript dating back to the 12th century, a piece of Georgian 

Hagiography “The Life of Grigol of Khandzta” written by Giorgi 

Merchuli in 951. In 1902 Nicko Marr gave a detailed description of 

 
74 T. Jordania, qronikebi, t. 1, tfilisi, 1892, gv. 97. 
75 Н. Марр. Дневник поездки в Шавшию и Кларджию. МАК. вып. 

VII, С.Пет. 1911, gv. 139  
76 e. TayaiSvili, emigrantuli naSromebi, t.1, 

`samusulmano saqarTvelo”,  `mecniereba”, Tb., 1991, gv. 220. 
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the manuscript and published its scientific version,77 which still 

remains primary and the most trustworthy source of solution to the 

problem of Shatberdi identification. The work highlights three 

episodes pointing to the location of Shatberdi monastery.  

I. The route taken by Grigol of Khandzta and the families of the 

Principals to visit the cloisters: “…He (Grigol of Khandzta) led and 

guided the nobles (Bagrat I and his brothers) and brought them to 

Shatberdi first … Upon leaving Shatberdi the nobles … arrived at 

Jmerki and Berta and Daba… Opiza… and pursued the course to 

Khnadzta… visited Midznadzora, Tskarostavi, Baretelta…  

II. The location of Shatberdi in relation to the other monasteries: 

“Shatberdi is a bit farther from all the other eleven cloisters…” Thus, 

it stands aloof from the others. 

III. Arable land and pastures near Shatberdi (Khandzta) “…Ashot 

Kuropalates endowed Shatberdi with Arabic land and pastures” 

In 1954, having scrutinized the writing, outstanding Georgian 

philologist and scholar Pavle Ingorokva (1893- 1976) put forward a 

hypothesis in his work “Giorgi Merchuli” maintaining that Shatberdi 

Monastery was located on the west of Artanuji, nearby Shagora.78  

Unfortunately, the honored patriot was devoid of an opportunity to 

examine the hypothesis more closely as from the 20s of the 20th 

century ex-Tao-Klarjeti was a part of Turkey while the rest of 

Georgia was a Soviet Republic. The fact prevented Georgian 

scholars and scientists from exploring this ancient part of Georgia.  

From the 50s of the 20th century Western scientists - Wakhtang 

Djobadze, French explorers Drs. J. and M. Tayers, Austrian scientist 

Dr. Bruno Baumgartner and others were given exclusive right to 

explore Georgian historic heritage on the territory of Tao-Klarjeti 

 
77 P. Peeters, Hostories monastiques ģeorgiennes, AB, XXXVI-

XXXVII, 1923. 

78 p. ingoroyva, giorgi merCule, Tb., 1954, gv. 316-318 
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and Kola-Artaani. Dr. Wakhtang Djobadze expressed strong interest 

in Shatberdi monastery: “Exploring the gorges of Artanuji and 

Imerkhevi I have not yet discovered any trace of ruins of a monastery 

which could be identified with Shatberdi. Thus, the only monastery 

corresponding to the mentioned route (the journey of Grigol of 

Khandzta and Principals to Klarjeti cloisters) is apparently the place 

known as Eni-Rabath today… the argument against identification of 

Shatberdi with Eni-Rabath is its plan and structure according to 

which it (Eni-Rabath) was built in the middle of the 11th 

century…All the Monasteries built by Grigol of Khandzta were 

reconstructed later; Eni-Rabath must have been no exception …”79  

Since the 90s of the 20th century when Georgia won independence 

from the USSR and adopted amicable relations with Turkey a new 

generation of Georgian scientists and scholars launched energetic 

exploration of Artvin, Ardahan, Kars, Erzerum, historic Tao-Klarjeti 

and Kola-Artaani. Scientific expeditions were mounted and 

informative as well as scientific literature was published on the 

architectural monuments of Georgian origin.  

Doctor of Arts David Khoshtaria shared the same opinion about 

Shatberdi location in Eni-Rabath. He wrote: “Eni-Rabath fully 

corresponds to the data given in “The life of Grigol of Khandzta”; if 

we assume that Shatberdi was situated here we would think that the 

Kings moving from Artanuji travelled 10km. upwards in the 

Artanujistskali gorge, visited the monastery, then went back and 

pursued to Imerkhevi. Eni-Rabath church is situated in the 

spectacular gorge… with Arabic lands and pastures... Thus, we could 

assume that Shatberdi was located on the spot of Eni-Rabath… In 

any case, there are no other ruins of a monastery nearby Artanuji 

(and in Klarjeti in general) that could be considered as the “great 

lavra”. Shatberdi was a large cloister with a solid church, a refectory, 

a scriptorium, cells and other edifices, all of which could not have 

vanished without leaving any trace. Provided Eni-Rabath is not 

Shatberdi there must be at least some remains of the solid monastery, 

 
79 W. Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries in Historic Tao, 

Klarjeti and Šavšeti, Stuttgart,1992. 
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however, no explorers or scholars of the 19th-20th centuries have ever 

mentioned them.80  

The identity of Shatberdi monastery and Eni-Rabath does not only 

oppose the well-founded view of Pavle Ingorokva and T. Zhordania 

but also does not correspond to the route taken by Grigol of 

Khandzta and Bagrat’s family as the route in this case seems to be 

quite irrational. Going back and forth along the same road does not 

seem reasonable or sensible. In any case it does not “exactly” 

coincide with the facts.  

Above all on August 19, 2004 we discovered a large cloister with a 

massive church, cells and other edifices on the west of Artanuji. In 

the summer of 2004, with financial support of “Kartu Group” and 

“Gia Kavtaradze and Partners”, Victoria Shtorm (the Ukraine) and 

Temur Khutsishvili first and in October 2004 Kakha Shengelia, 

Shalva Machavariani, Mariam Tsibadze with other employees of the 

Caucasus School of Business (Caucasus University) discovered, 

measured and took photos of a big monastic building on the west of 

Artanuji in the deep gorge between the villages of Agara (Ağillar) 

and Boselta (Okumuşlar). 

Turkish explorers were aware of the existence of church ruins. 

According to Osman Aytekin: “We don’t have any information about 

Okumushlari (Boselta) village church. Presumably it is a medieval 

church built during the Bagrationis’ reign”.81 

In 1995, Turkish scientist, Dr. Mine Kadiroglu described the ruins of 

the monastery at Şarbet, nearby Boselta fortress, modern Okumuşlar: 

“there is a refectory and a church; however, none of the other parts 

can be identified, for they are so much ruined. On the north-west of 

the monastery there is a fortress of Boselt-Kale (Boselta)”. Further, 

 
80 d. xoStaria, Satberdis (eni-rabaTis) eklesia da 

klarjeTis arqiteqturis mxatvrul-istoriuli 
problemebi, sadoqtoro disertacia.  Tbilisi, 2004, gv. 66. 

81 Aytekin, Osman “Ortaçağ ‘dan Osmanlı dőnemi sonuna kadar Artvin 

“deki mimari eserler”, Ankara, Kűltűr Bakanlığı, 1999. p. 281. 
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Dr. Kadiroglu draws the following conclusion – ‘supposedly, 

Sharbeti dates back to the period described by Giorgi Merchuli. 

Opiza, Tskarostavi and the church on the north to Parekhi have a lot 

in common with Sharbeti. Basing on the above we could suppose 

that Sharbeti was built in the first half of the 9th century… We dare 

identify Sharbeti with Shatberdi.  

Unfortunately, in 1995 Georgian and Turkish explorers and scientists 

were unable to exchange information, which was why the authors of 

the present work were not familiar with the work of Dr. Kadiroglu 

and arrived at the same conclusion on their own.  

Another Turkish scientist F. Bairam considers the monastery nearby 

Okumushlar to be Shatberdi.   

We also believe that namely the ruins near Agara are Shatberdi. We 

base our assumption on the following arguments: 

Provided Shatberdi is near Agara the route taken by Grigol 

Khandzteli and the members of the Royal family becomes pretty 

rational. They would not have had to travel back and forth as Jmerki 

is the nearest cloister from here.  

The map clearly shows Shatberdi stands really a bit farther from all 

the other monasteries; In this case the second episode from ”The life 

of Grigol of Khandzta” seems to be true.  

Even at present, nearby the ruins of the monastery between the 

villages of Agara and Vaziskhevi one kilometer of irrigated, 

flourishing arable land is stretched. Furthermore, the village of 

Boselta (Cattle-shed) (Okumuşlar) is close to the ruins, which 

suggest existence of cattle-sheds nearby. These data are in accord 

with the third episode given above.  

Thus, if we assume that Shatberdi Monastery is located nearby 

Boselta the fact will be in compliance with the text of "The life of 

Grigol of Khandzta”.  
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We discovered and measured roughly a solid monastery complex 

near Agara. (Still survived)  

a) a large, cruciform monastery with the size 26.4x 17.6.m.; The 

height of the alter apses is 6-7 m;  

b) the refectory (scriptorium) 23.2 x 18 m.  

c) the cell 4 x 6 m; (two walls have survived);  

d) remains of the cell (only a corner of 4 m. in height);  

e) a place made even, size 30 x30 m.   

Having studied the approximate measures and photos of the building 

Doctor of Arts Dimitri Tumanishvili believes the monastery was 

built in the IX-X centuries. According to his manuscript, which is not 

yet published: the wall structure and facing “... suggest they must 

have been built in the X century... according to Giorgi Merchuli the 

monastery was reconstructed and renovated in the early X century”.  

The fact that the name Boselta, Okumuşlar in modern Turkish, 

means ”the dwelling place of educated people” can be considered an 

echo of historical memory (this view was put forward by 

Academician Mariam Lortkipanisdze in one of informal 

conversations with Mr. Temur Khutsishvili).  

At present local people call the gorge, where the ruins of the 

monastery are located, ”SHARBET” (“Şarbet”); the similarity with 

”Shatberd” might be accidental but still worth mentioning.  

A consideration by Ivane Djavakhishvili deserves a special mention: 

”Agara is also a Geographical name” which was very important, as it 

is likely that ”Agara” was also linked with the village. ’The Life of 
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Grigol of Khandzta’ tells that Ashot Kuropalates ”...endowed 

Khandzta with Shatberdi territory as a resort (Agaraki)”82  

The toponym “Shatberdi” is a compound word consisting of two 

parts “Shat” and “Berd”. “Berdi” *b[h]erğ[h] - in Endo-European 

(for instance, old German burg, Armenian burgn) as well as in 

certain Oriental non-Endo-European languages (for example 

Urartuan -burgana, Syrian - būrgā) means “fortress”.83 

These linguistic data might suggest that the remains of the monastery 

are to be found near the FORTRESS.  

The above arguments enable us to identify Shatberdi with the 

nameless ruins of the monastery nearby Agara.  

Academician D. Muskhelishvili and Doctor D. Berdzenishvili share 

our opinion. They believe ‘the data given in “the Life of Grigol of 

Khandzta” correspond to the authors’ view. (This is an extract from 

not yet published report by D. Berdzenishvili, written in 2006).   

The same idea was put forward in his thesis by Dr. Kakha Shengelia 

in 2005 (‘The History of Exploration of Tao-Klarjeti’ – supervisor 

Academician R. Metreveli, opponents: academician Z. Aleksidze and 

Professor G. Lortkipanidze). The idea was accepted by all the 

members of the Board at Tbilisi State University.  

Austrian scientist Dr. Bruno Baumgartner, an outstanding explorer of 

Tao-Klarjeti region, adheres to our opinion. He officially approved 

our view at the scientific conference of the Caucasus School of 

Business in Likani, in 2005.  

 
82 iv. javaxiSvili, qarTveli eris istoria, 

Txzulebani Tormet tomad, tomi II, Tbilisi, 1983, gv. 15. 
83 Т. Гамкрелидзе, В. Иванов, Индоевропейский язык и 

индоевропейцы, т. II, 1984, стр. 744 – 745. 
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The monastery is dilapidated and ruins are scattered round the 

territory of the principal monastery. Revetment is completely lost, 

while the scriptorium is in a better state.  

At present, when Georgia and Turkey have friendly relations and the 

interest of the general community towards Tao-Klarjeti has 

significantly increased organization of international scientific 

expedition in the region has become feasible. The expedition will 

measure and excavate the territory.  

Due to its special significance Shatberdi may draw interest of the 

corresponding international organizations.  

Close studies of Shatberdi Monastery may as well lead to other more 

important discoveries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








