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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Transparency International-
Georgia (TI-Georgia) has

condemned the December 14
presidential election as “illegiti-
mate,” asserting that both the
electoral process and the newly
elected president lack legitimacy
under the current government.
In a statement released follow-
ing the election, the organization
criticized the actions of the Geor-
gian Dream party, accusing it
of undermining democratic prin-
ciples and further aggravating
the political crisis in the coun-
try.

The statement from TI-Geor-
gia asserts that Mikheil
Kavelashvili’s election as presi-
dent was the result of a highly
undemocratic process. “On De-
cember 14, 2024, Bidzina
Ivanishvili and his party elected
their own president,” the state-
ment reads. It highlights that
the Georgian Dream party had
previously rigged the October 26,
2024, parliamentary elections
and seized power. According to
Transparency International,
this usurpation of power led to
the election of Kavelashvili by an
illegitimate parliament.

The organization emphasized
that the parliamentary session
that formally recognized
Kavelashvili’s election took place
in gross violation of Georgia’s
Constitution. The session, the

TI-Georgia Denounces Legitimacy of
December 14 Presidential Election

statement notes, was convened
without the authority of the
President, which is required by
Georgian law. Furthermore, the
legitimacy of the parliament’s
members was being challenged
in the Constitutional Court at
the time, further undermining
the parliamentary body’s ability
to appoint a legitimate president.

“Given the Georgian legisla-
tion, Georgian society does not
recognize the president elected by
the Georgian Dream as the le-
gitimate president of Georgia,”
TI-Georgia stated. The organiza-
tion warned that by continuing
with the election process in dis-
regard of the Constitution,
Bidzina Ivanishvili and his party
were exacerbating the ongoing
political crisis in the country.

TI-Georgia urged Ivanishvili
to halt actions that would fur-
ther destabilize the country. “We
once again call on Bidzina
Ivanishvili to stop deepening the
political crisis in the country and
act in accordance with the inter-
ests of Georgia and its citizens,
to uphold the law and the Con-
stitution,” the statement con-
cluded.

TI also called for urgent re-
forms, including the release of
individuals arrested during pro-
tests and the cessation of all
charges against them. The or-
ganization demanded the hold-
ing of new elections under a fair
and impartial framework, with
a new election administration
and political neutrality in law
enforcement agencies such as
the State Security Service, Spe-
cial Investigation Service, and
the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

In a letter addressed to the Min-
isters of Foreign Affairs of EU

Member States, the Members of
the Foreign Affairs Council, and
EU High Representative for For-
eign Affairs and Security Policy
Kaja Kallas, Georgian political
parties and coalitions have called
for decisive EU intervention to
address a severe political crisis
in the country. The letter outlines
allegations of election fraud, state-
sponsored violence, and political
repression following the ruling
Georgian Dream party’s decision
to suspend EU accession negotia-
tions until 2028.

The letter begins by describing
the crisis as a direct consequence

Georgian Opposition
Parties Appeal to EU
Leaders for Urgent

Action Amid
Political Crisis

of the October 2024 parliamentary
elections, which it claims were
rigged. According to the parties,
the regime of Bidzina Ivanishvili
unilaterally suspended EU mem-
bership negotiations, a decision
that sparked widespread protests
across the country.

“Following rigged parliamen-
tary elections in October 2024,
the self-proclaimed regime of
Bidzina Ivanishvili suspended
EU accession negotiations until
2028,” the letter states. “This
has sparked peaceful protests
that are being suppressed with
state-organized terror.”

The letter provides detailed
accounts of alleged violence and
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repression. It claims that as of
December 9, over 500 individu-
als, including minors, have been
arrested during protests and
house raids. It further alleges
that more than 300 people, in-
cluding 73 journalists, have been
subjected to violence by govern-
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ment-controlled special forces
and masked street gangs.

“Even Georgian Dream-ap-
pointed Public Defender, Levan
Ioseliani, while assessing the
facts, admitted that ‘physical
violence is an understatement,’”
the letter notes. Despite the
documented evidence, the letter
claims no investigations have

been initiated, and those respon-
sible remain unaccountable.

The letter also outlines what
it describes as systematic politi-
cal persecution. It claims oppo-
sition leaders have faced violent
attacks, including during a pro-
test in Tbilisi on December 5,
where police allegedly failed to
intervene. Two opposition lead-
ers, Nika Gvaramia (Akhali)
and Aleko Elisashvili (Strong
Georgia), were reportedly ar-
rested, with Elisashvili sustain-
ing severe injuries and facing
criminal charges.

Additionally, the letter warns
against the election of Mikheil
Kavelashvili as Georgia’s presi-
dent on December 14, describing
him as a pro-government figure
involved in anti-Western propa-
ganda. “If elected by Ivanishvili’s
self-proclaimed and illegitimate

parliament, [Kavelashvili] will
have neither independence nor
legitimacy,” it asserts.

The letter calls for new elec-
tions under an improved elec-
toral framework, free from po-
litical influence. It urges the EU
to take several immediate ac-
tions to support the Georgian
people, including:

- Demanding the release
of all detained politicians, activ-
ists, and demonstrators.

- Imposing targeted sanc-
tions on Bidzina Ivanishvili and
other officials involved in politi-
cal repression.

- Suspending visa-free
access for Georgian officials as-
sociated with the current re-
gime.

- Declaring the regime of
Bidzina Ivanishvili illegitimate
in official EU statements.

- Suspending diplomatic
engagement with the Georgian
government until it agrees to
hold free and fair elections.

The letter concludes by em-
phasizing the courage of the
Georgian people in resisting what
it describes as Russian-backed
authoritarianism. It urges the
EU to stand with Georgia in its
fight for democracy and a Euro-
pean future, stating, “Your clear
and resolute voice, coupled with
decisive actions, will play a piv-
otal role in de-escalating the
alarming situation in Georgia
and restoring the country’s con-
stitutional framework.”

The letter is signed by Nika
Melia (Coalition for Changes),
Tina Bokuchava (Unity National
Movement), Mamuka
Khazaradze (Lelo for People), Zaza
Tavadze (Gakharia for Georgia).
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Estonia Imposes Additional
Sanctions on Georgian

Officials

Estonia’s Foreign Minister, Margus
Tsahkna, announced new sanctions
against 14 Georgian officials and judges,
including PM Irakli Kobakhidze. The
move targets what Estonia describes as
a “brutal and repressive regime” aimed
at peaceful citizens.

The decision precedes the EU Foreign
Affairs Council meeting on December 16,
where Union-wide sanctions against

Georgian Dream officials are set to be
discussed.

“The violence the Georgian authorities
are using against protesters, journalists,
and opposition leaders is unacceptable,

criminal, and against human rights,”
Tsahkna stated. He urged EU nations to
take similar measures against those un-
dermining democracy in Georgia.

With these latest sanctions, Estonia has
now targeted 25 Georgian officials. The
measures follow international backlash over
the Georgian government’s handling of pro-
tests. Demonstrations erupted after
Kobakhidze announced a suspension of
Georgia’s EU integration process until 2028.

Lithuania Expands Sanctions
on Georgian Officials

Lithuania has imposed sanctions on 17
Georgian politicians, including Prime
Minister Irakli Kobakhidze, over violent

crackdowns on peaceful protesters. For-
eign Minister Kêstutis Budrys announced
the decision, highlighting Lithuania’s
support for the Georgian people and their
European aspirations.

“Lithuania stands with the people of
Georgia and their European dream,”
Budrys said. “In coordination with Esto-

nia, we have expanded the list of sanc-
tioned Georgian politicians by adding 17
more individuals, including Prime Min-
ister Kobakhidze. We will not tolerate
violence and oppression against peaceful

protesters, journalists, and the opposition.
It’s time for joint EU-level action now.”

The announcement comes ahead of the
EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting on
December 16, where Union-wide sanc-
tions against Georgian Dream officials
will be discussed.

Two Georgian films
honored with EU
Special Prize for

Human Rights
Two Georgians films have re-

ceived the ‘EU Human Rights in
Film Award’ at the closing cer-
emony of the 25th Tbilisi Inter-

national Film Festival.
This year, the EU Delegation

presented the Special Prize in
partnership with World Vision

Georgia.
The EU Special Prize cel-

ebrates achievements in two dis-
tinct categories: fiction and docu-

mentary. The
award for Best
D o c u m e n t a r y
went to Blueberry
Dreams, directed
by Elene
M i k a b e r i d z e ,
while Holy Elec-
tricity, directed by
Tato Kotetishvili,
won the Best Fic-
tion award. The
winners were se-

lected by a jury of professional
film critics and experts in the
field of human rights protection.

Speaking at the ceremony at
the Amirani Cinema, EU Head
of Cooperation Nicholas
Cendrowicz said that the ‘EU
Human Rights in Film’ Award
is now “more important than
ever”.

“We deplore the excessive use
of force against the people who
are gathering in the streets to
say loud and clear that they as-
pire for democracy and that
Georgia belongs in the EU. That
includes a Georgia where human

rights are protected,”
Cendrowicz said.

This year, 14 films were nomi-
nated in the EU special prize
categories, each addressing vital
human rights issues through
the power of storytelling.

The Special Award of the Eu-
ropean Union Delegation to
Georgia – ‘EU Human Rights in
Film Award’ – was established
to mark Human Rights Day,
celebrated on 10 December. The
special award was presented for
the sixth time this year.
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