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President Zourabichvili Condemns Psychological
Intimidation Amid State Security Plot Warning

By Liza MCHEDLIDZE TREL T CH

he State Security Service of

Georgia issued a statement
alleging the existence of a crimi-
nal plan to escalate protests in
Thilisi into violent efforts to over-
throw the government. The
statement, released amidst on-
going demonstrations outside the
Parliament building, accuses “lo-
cal actors” and foreign coordina-
tion of attempting to incite un-
rest through violence and propa-
ganda.

The Security Service claims
that these alleged organizers aim
to disrupt the presidential elec-
tion scheduled for December 14.
According to the statement, the
perpetrators plan to intensify
protests in the coming days, po-
tentially resulting in casualties
to amplify public outrage.

“For this purpose, the organiz-
ers of the crime are considering, -
especially on Tuesday, Wednes- Ile
day and Thursday of the current Ui \ g |V
week, as well as partially on ' '

Friday, to intensify the situation
as much as possible, which
should result in 2-3 victims.” the
statement reads.

The statement also implicates
masked individuals in acts of
violence, including assaults on
law enforcement and civilians,
suggesting these are part of a

broader strategy to destabilize
the government. One notable
incident cited is the attack on
journalists, described as a likely
component of the alleged crimi-
nal plan.

The Service warns of a “color
revolution” scenario involving
staged rituals, destruction, and

violence to incite public anger
and undermine the authorities.
It claims that foreign special ser-
vices are involved in coordinat-
ing these efforts.

In response, President
Salome Zourabichvili criticized
the Security Service’s state-
ment, accusing it of employing

psychological intimidation tac-
tics against citizens.

“This spinning of some sce-
narios, whatever scenario in-
cludes ‘corpses,’ is psychological
terrorizing of people,”
Zourabichvili said. She argued
that the peaceful nature of the
protests is evident by the ab-

sence of Titushky or “others”
inciting violence against demon-
strators.

The president further sug-
gested that the statement might
infringe on human rights, as it
portrays an alarming narrative
without substantial evidence,
potentially stoking public fear.

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

PACE Rapporteurs Express
Concern Over Arrests, Police
Brutality, and Impunity in Georgia

he PACE monitoring rapporteurs for Georgia,

Claude Kern (France, ALDE) and Edite Estrela
(Portugal, SOC), expressed deep concern on Decem-
ber 9 regarding the recent arrests and pretrial deten-
tions of opposition and protest leaders, along with po-
lice raids on their offices. These actions, according to
the rapporteurs, were carried out on questionable le-
gal grounds, with reference to controversial provisions
in Georgia’s administrative offences code, which they
argue is prone to political abuse.

The rapporteurs condemned the violence and ex-
cessive use of force by police during the arrests, rais-
ing concerns about the potential for politically moti-
vated prosecutions. “This raises questions about the
possibility of politically motivated prosecution and jus-
tice, which have no place in a democratic society based
onrule of law,” said Kern and Estrela.

The rapporteurs also strongly criticized the ongo-
ing police brutality against journalists and peaceful
demonstrators, including young people, which has been
repeatedly confirmed by the Georgian Public Defender.
“There seems to be a sense of impunity for police vio-
lence and excessive use of force against protesters and
journalists, which is unacceptable,” they emphasized.

Kern and Estrela called on the Georgian authori-
ties to respect the rights to freedom of expression and
assembly, as required by their obligations as a mem-
ber of the Council of Europe. They also urged the au-
thorities to conduct full, transparent investigations
into all reports of police violence and hold those re-
sponsible accountable.
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PACE monitors express concern at the arrest of opposition leaders and police
brutality against journalists and peaceful protesters in Georgia
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The PACE monitoring rapporteurs for Georgia. Claude Kern (France, ALDE) and Edite Estrela (Portugal 50C)
teday expressed their deep concern about the arrests and pretrial detentions of opposition and protests
leaders as well as the raiding of their offices by the police. reportedly on questionable legal grounds and on
the basis of provisions in the controversial code of administrative offences that is wuinerable to political abuse

“Together with the reported violence and excessive use of force by the police during the arrests. this raises
guestions about the paossibility of paolitically motivated prosecution and justice. which have no place ina
demaocratic society based on rule of law.” they said.

The rapporteurs also condemned the police brutality against journalists and peaceful demonstrators, including
youth, that continues unabated. as confirmed by the Georgian Public Defender. “There seems to be a sense of
impunity for police vielence and excessive use of force against protesters and journalists which is
unacceptable” said the rapporteurs who urged the authorities to fully respect the nights of freedom of

expression and assembly. in line with their obligations as a member of the Council of Europe.

In addition. they called upon the authorities to investigate fully, effectively, and transparently all reported cases
of violence and excessive use of force by the police. and to hold those responsible accountable to the fullest
extent of the law. “The impunity for such lamentable behaviour should end.” Mr Kern and Ms Estrela concluded.

The rapporteurs will make a fact-finding wvizit to Thilisi early lanuary.
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Hungary Vows to Veto EU
Sanctions Against Georgian
Officials

Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter
Szijjarté announced on December 9 that
Hungary would veto any European Union
proposal to sanction Georgian government
officials, following a proposal to place the
Georgian Minister of the Interior and two
high-ranking police officers on the EU
sanctions list. Speaking at a joint press
conference with Georgian Foreign Min-
ister Maka Botchorishvili, Szijjarté
stated, “Hungary is completely against
the fact that Georgian government offi-
cials should be put on a sanction list.”

Szijjarté expressed Hungary’s strong
opposition to what he described as the
EU’s undemocratic approach toward
Georgia, citing the Georgian

government’s recent controversial victory
in elections. He claimed that if the oppo-
sition had won, Brussels would have
lauded the country’s democratic progress.
However, he argued, “Now that a con-

\

servative party has won, they are doing
everything in their power to dismiss and
ignore the will of the people.”

The Hungarian foreign minister also
criticized the European Parliament’s re-
cent resolution, which he said addressed
Georgia in a “humiliating manner”. He
pointed to a broader pattern of actions
from the EU’s liberal mainstream, which
he claimed was undermining Georgia’s
European integration efforts. “We believe
this approach is not only harmful but also
dangerously misguided,” he added.

Szijjarto reaffirmed Hungary’s com-
mitment to supporting Georgia’s Euro-
pean aspirations, stating that unlike
Brussels, Hungary respects the decision

of the Georgian people and their sover-
eign right to determine their country’s
future. He declared that Hungary would
veto any EU proposals targeting Georgian
officials, calling the sanctions proposal
“outrageous and unsupported by any evi-
dence.”

President Zourabichvili
Honors 34 Journalists for

Their Dedication and Bravery

On December 9, President Salome
Zourabichvili awarded medals to 34 Geor-
gian journalists in recognition of their
civic dedication, responsibility, and per-
sonal bravery. The ceremony took place
at the Orbeliani Palace.

Before presenting the awards,
Zourabichvili addressed the media, ex-
pressing gratitude for their commitment.
She emphasized that journalists are at
the forefront of defending the country’s

identity, values, language, and beliefs,
describing their role as vital to the fu-
ture of Georgia.

“You stand guard over this country.
You are the ones who have not only taken
up the camera and microphone but also
the future and destiny of this nation. For
this, you will be remembered in the his-
tory of Georgia as heroes of today’s era,”
said Zourabichvili. She acknowledged the
courage required to report from danger-
ous locations, where journalists often face
physical risks and emotional challenges.

The president highlighted the impor-
tance of the media as a window through
which the public learns about events
unfolding in the country. “If it weren’t
for you, those who cannot be at the pro-
tests would not know what’s happening.
Your presence is crucial to ensuring that
the people of Georgia remain informed
about the fight against injustice,” she
noted.

‘Our Rights, Our Future, Right Now’ -
EU celebrates Human Rights Day

ecember 10, on Human
Rights Day, the European
Union reaffirms its unwavering
commitment to the universal re-
spect, protection and fulfilment
of human rights for everyone, ev-
erywhere, says a press release
by the European Commission.
This year’s theme is “Our
Rights, Our Future, Right
Now”.
“Human rights are legal,
moral and actionable guarantees
universal to humankind. They
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are essential for hu-
man dignity, equal-
ity, democracy, peace
and sustainable de-
velopment,” the Eu-
ropean Commission
says in its statement.

It also says that
now, more than ever,
the world is con-
fronted with armed
conflicts, humanitar-
1an crises, climate di-

-
-

' rules-based order,
with human rights
| at its core, remains

irreplaceable. Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine, and
conflicts in the Middle East,
Sudan and elsewhere, have ap-
palling consequences for the en-
joyment of human rights of ci-
vilian populations, affecting es-
pecially women and children,”
the statement says.

The European Commission
also says that peace is not merely
the absence of war and it re-
quires daily work and continu-

sasters, impunity, ousadvocating for human rights.

"~ growing inequalities, “The EU will continue to pro-
" and persistent gender mote and protect human rights
inequality. for everyone, everywhere — Your
“The international  Rights, Your Future, Right Now

and Always,” the statement con-
cludes.
(euneighbourseast.eu)
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