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BAKYP BEJIUKBIN
OCHOBOIIOJIOXXHUK JPEBHETPY3MHCKON
I[IMUCBMEHHOCTU "ACOMTABPYJIL"

PeszmomMme

B Mmonorpadum wusmaralorcs OCHOBHUbBIE MOMEHTH JXU3HHM, [eATeIbHOCTH U PeIUrHO3HO-
bunocodCcKoro MHUPOBO3PEHMA BBIJAIONIETOCA TPY3HMHCKOTO MHCIUTENA U OOLIeCTBEHHOTO
JesATensd paHHeXpUCTHMAHCKOH smoxu baxkypua Bemuxoro. C ero mmeHeM CBA3aHO CO3JaHUe
IPY3HMHCKOH HallMOHAJTHOM IHMCEMEHHOCTH, yUpeXAeHle OPUTHHATHUX CHUCTeM JeTOCYUCIeHH -
"Kopornukonn" u "Jlacabamurran" (T.e. spa "OT cOTBOpeHHs Mupa"), Ha4aaO0 KAaHOHUYIECKOH
IIePKOBHOM JINTYPrMH Ha TPY3MHCKOM fA3BIKe, KOTOPOMY CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIO CAENaHHUN HMXe B
MecTe C POJACTBEHHHMKOM M Apyrom gerctso I'pm-Opmusna mepBblii NMHChbMEHHHUI IlepeBoJ, Ha
rpysuHckoM a3bike "CameHHoro Ilucanua'. C umenem bakypus cBa3aHHO Takke 3apoxzeHUe
HAIIMOHAJTBHON HAYKH U, BOOOIIe, KyJITYPHOU XU3HU STOH €IIOXMU.

B monorpaduu maHO o6mias KapTuHa TeHeamoruu bakypusa Bemmkoro; msnokeHH OCHOBHHE
eIM30/H ero OypHOU XU3HU U [IeATeTbHOCTH BO BpeMus ero npebuBanusg B Busantuu (369-394
rr.) u napcrsosanus B VGepuu (395-416 rr.). B xHure mcciemyiorcs Takke MHOTHE CIOpHUE
BOIIPOCHI MUPOBO3PEHUA U PeIUTHNO3HOM IPUHAJIe;KHOCTE bakypusa Benukoro.

OcHoBHag wYacThb MOHOTpa@uU IIOCBANIAETCA MCCIEJOBAaHMUIO BOIPOCOB KacaloIerocs
3apOXK/leHeHU TPY3MHCKOHN HaIlMOHAJbHON IMCMEHHOCTH M XPUCTHAHCKOH JyierocuucieHusd. B
pesyJbTaTe TIIATeIbHOTO aHAIM3a IIMPOKOTO KPyra pasIu4YHUX MaTepUsAl CleJaH BUBOJ O TOM,
YTO I'PYSMHCKUH andaBUT-KaleHJaph 'ACOMTaBpyJIM', yHUKaIbHOe TBopeHHe bakypusa Benukoro
u I'pu-Opmusga, 6un yupexzer B 387 rozy B [lanectune (Mepycanum - Bedeem).

Ha Bompocsr: [louemy ymamuuBaeT ApeBHeIpysMHCKas HCTOpUYecKas Tpajulua o dakrax
CO3JlaHUA HAIlMOHAJBHOTO andaBUTa M OCYIIECTBJIEHHA IIEepPBBIX IIMChbMEHHBIX IIepeBOZOB Ha
Ipy3sMHCKUH A3bIK KHUT "CBameHHOro IIucanusa" B 4-M Beke,-OTBeTHI JAIOT NPO3aMdeCKUN TMMH
"BocxBasieHne rpy3swHCKOTO A3bIKa"' M MKOHOrpadusa [laBaTCKOi cTesbl; OHM 00a ITOBECTBYIOT O
MUCTHYECKOH CcyApOe IpysMHCKOTO andaBuTa U A3BIKA B meaoM. IlucemenHOCTS "AcoMTaBpyin”
II0 CyTHM C CaMOTO Havaja fABIAJaCh YHMKAJIbHBIM INAMATHUKOM TOTO BpeMeHH: andaBUTOM-
KaJleHZapéM, KOTopas yKasblBajJla Ha BpeMsd IIpolllefiliiee OT MHUCTHYECKOTO Hadaja 'COTBOPEeHH
mupa" fo poxzaenus Xpucrta (5604 r. or c.m.) u ganee go "Broporo mpumecrsua” (6000 r. oT c.m.).
ITocnemnasa "mara" samevarsieHa B caMoM ajidaBuTe IO CPeACTBOM HAa3BaHUA U UUCIUTETIBHOTO

coorHomenus OykBsl "Xau"(=6000). B pesypraTe BHeZpeHUs IPy3sHHCKOTO aX(aBUTa B IIPAKTHKY



HAYMJIO JeWCTBOBATh M MeCTHAas CHCTeMa IepKOBHOM xpoHomoruu - "Koporukor'. Pasuwuia
mexay "6000" u "5604" u ecTp TOT BepXHHIT XPOHOJIOTHYECKHI PyOeX, II0CIe Yero TPY3HMHCKUM
andasur "AcoMTaBpyIH' He MOT CO37aThCd, T.e. 396 T. H.5.

Poxpénsrit okono 350 roma rpysuHCckuii mapesud bakyp B 369 romy ormpasisgercsa B BuzanTuio
U IIOCTyIaeT TaM Ha BOEHHYIO CIyxOy wumiepuu. bakyp CTaHOBUTCA cIlepBa Ha4aIbHUKOM
IBapANY HMIIEPaTOPCKOTO MABOPA, a 3areM TIiaaBHOKoMaHzmywoomuM Ilamectumrckux rpanum. Co
BpeMeHeM OH CTaJI OJIMDKAUIINM COPaTHUKOM U colo3HuUKOM camoro Peomocus Benukoro (379-395
IT.). BpasHoe BpeMs eMy IPUXOZMIOCH MMETh COIPHUKOCHOBEHHE CO MHOTHMMH H3BECTHBIMU
JIIOABMU, B TOM YHCJIe U C BeJIMKUMU OTI[AMHU IIepKBU Toro BpeMenu (JluBanuii, ['aitna, CrenuxoH,
umneparop Banenr; Emuckon Byndwuna, Pybun Axsuneiickuii, I'enmacuit Kecapiten, cs. Woann
3maroycr, cB. Kupunn Wepycanumckuii, cB. AMBpocuit Menunonauckuii, 6. Meporum u zgp.). B
387 romy. bakyp Bmecre ¢ mpyrom gercrsBa - I'pu-Opmusn umsobperaeT Tpy3MHCKHE andaBuUT
"AcomraBpynu". OHH, Kak ¥ 10L00aKIOCh IPUBEPXKEHIIAM XPUCTHACKOW MUCTHUKU, ceOS OTHIOID
He CYUTAJIN aBTOPAMU CO3JaHuA aynpaBUTa, 2 TOJIBKO JTUIIb CBUETENIIMH Ha3BAaHHOTO gBJIeHUI. B
395 romy bakyp B Mmecte c ['pu-Opmuszom BosBpalaeTca Ha pOAUHY; IIePBbIil CTAHOBUTCS LIAPEM
N6epun (Kapram) m crmocoGCTByeT ey BHeLpeHUA B NPAKTUKY andaBur "AcomTaBpyiau’, B
IIOCJIEACTBUM 4ero 3apOoXAAeTcsi ¥ OpPUTMHAJIBHAA XPHUCTHAHCKAsA JIUTEPATypa, LEePKOBHO-
KaHOHWYeCKas JUTYPrusd Ha IPYy3sMHCKOM f3bike u T.A. Kak BugHO mo cBogkam HMoanna Pyddus
(beitT-pyduna), 6umorpada Ilerpa MOepa, 3acayrm bakypa mepen MecTHOH ILepKBBIO €ro
COBpeMeHHUKU IIPU3HAIN KaK paBHOAIIOCTONINYeCKUe, IIpo3Banu ero "'bakypem Bemukum'.

B monorpadpum maHO TakKe Hay4yHOe OOSCHEHUe NPUYMHAM HM3MEHEHUSA B IIO3THOE BpeMUT
CBeJIeHUU I peBHEeapMAHCKHX aBTOPOB KaCAIOUIETOCS MCTOPUU CO3JAHUS TPY3HHCKOTO aiaBUTa;
BuzpBuHYTO IIpeAIIONIOXeHHe O TOM, YTO 3TH NUCMEHHUE UCTOYHHUKHY IIO/IBEPIINC CO3HATETHOMY
rpyboMy mepepaboTKe M pefaKTHPOBaHUA B 13-OM BeKe CO CTOPOHBI M3BECTHOTO apMAHCKOTO
nezxarora u ucropuka Moanna (OBaneca) BanakaHa 1 ero MHOTOYHC/IEHUX YY€HUKOB. [IpuunHoit
TOMY ABJIAJIOC JKeJaHUe CKPUT IOAJIMHHOM MCTOPUN BOZHUKHOBEHUA apMAHCKOTO NMICMEHHOCTH,
B IIpollece KOTOPOH, II0 HOBOBUABJIEHUMU M HEOCIIOPUMMMH IAHHUMU, aKTUBHO y4YaBCTBOBAJI

OJIMH U3 co3jaresell rpysuHcKoro andasura "Acomraspyru" I'pu-Opmusg,.



BAKUR THE GREAT
THE FOUNDER OF THE OLD GEORGIAN
SCRIPT "ASOMTAVRULI"

Summary

The present Monograph concerns the life, work and religious-philosophic views of Bakur the
Great, the outstanding Georgina thinker and statesman of the early Christian period. He is
supposed to be the creator of the old Georgian "Asomtavruli" alphabet and original chronological
systems - "Koronikoni" and "Dasabamitgani”. It is also supposed that he introduced reciting of the
liturgy in the Georgian language, which became possible after he and his childhood friend Gry-
Ormizd translated the Gospel into Georgian. The Great Bakur also made an outstanding
contribution to the revival of science, philosophic-theological thinking and cultural life in
Georgia of that period.

The Monograph describes the genealogical tree of Bakur the Great, the main episodes of his
exciting and interesting life during his service in Byzantium (369-394 A.D.) and reign in Georgia
(395-416 A.D.). The book also investigates some disputable points regarding the world view and
religious belonging of Bakur the Great.

The major part of the Monograph researches into creating the old Georgian script and
developing of the church chronological system. Based on the study of wide-ranging materials, the
author came to a conclusion that the Georgian alphabet-calendar "Asomtavruli" — Bakur and Gry-
Ormizd's unique creation — was developed in 387 A.D. in Palestine (Jerusalem-Betlehem).

Bakur, the Prince of Iberia (Caucasus), born in about 350 A.D. left Georgia in 369 A.D. to start a
military service in Byzantium. At first he became one of the commanders of the Emperor's palace
guards and then of the Palestine frontier guards. Bakur soon became an associate and loyal friend
of emperor Teodosius I, the Great (379-395 A.D.). He carried on a correspodence and then in 392
A.D. had a meeting with Libanius (314-393 A.D.), the well-known Syrian neoplatonic sophist. He
told the church writers Gelasius, Bishop of Caesareia (+395 A.D.) and Turanius Rufinus,
Presbyter of Aquileia (345-410 A.D.) about Iberia's conversion to Christianity. In 387 A.D. Bakur
the Great together with Gry-Ormizd created the Georgian alphabet "Asomtavruli" and by divine
revelation established the Georgian Christian calendar era based on the alphabetical order of the
Georgian letters. The Georgian alphabet "Asomtavruli" was considered to be a unique script-
calendar which shows the period between the Creation and the Christmas (5604 A.I.) and the
time of the "Second Coming" (6000 A.L.) of Jesus Christ. The last is expressed in the name and
numerical meaning of one of the letter - "Khan". The word "Khani" in the ancient Georgian
language means "time". With the introduction of the Georgian alphabet the Georgian Christian
chronological systems - "Koronikoni" and "Dasamamitgan" (=Ab initio) were brought into use.
The difference between 6000 and 5604 i.e. 396 A.D. is the upper limit of creating the Georgian
alphabet. The authors of the Georgian chronology, Which were also the creators of the Georgian



alphabet "Asomtavruli’, developed an original era differing from that of Emperor Diocletianus
(284-305 A.D.), prosecutor of the Christians, in order to oppose the paganism.

The present work gives special attention to the explanation of the fact that the old Georgian
historic tradition does not say anything about creation of the Georgian alphabet and translation
of the Bible and Gospel into Georgian in The IV centuri A.D., etc. The answers were found in the
old prosaic hymn - "Praises on the Georgian Language" and the VI century A.D. iconography on
the stele from Davati Village. Both documents concern the mystical meaning of the Georgian
alphabet "Asomtavruli" referred to as the "Christ's alphabet", divine creation, wich could not be
created by an ordinary mortal. As the Christian mystics Bakur the Great and his friend Gry-
Ormizd considered themselves to be mere witnesses of this event and not creators. The data on
the creation of the Georgian alphabet and its authors was masked by the local church under
allegories, symbols and the veil of Christian mysticism. In the believer's opinion the creation of
the Georgian alphabet was a divine intent and revelation of the Holy Spirit. They considered that
the Georgian script is "Christ's alphabet and language", in which Messiah was going to judge the
sinners on Doomsday. Such beliefs gradually arased the memories of real historic events and the
names of Bakur the Great and Gry-Ormizd with their humble and ascetic thinking and life sank
into oblivion.

In 395 A.D. they returned to Iberia; Bakur became the ruler of the country, introduced his
creation and after That the liturgies were chanted in Georgian, the Christian literature was
translated and hagiographic works were written in the Georgian language. According to Iohannes
Ruphus's data Bakur's contemporaries equated his services to the church with those of the
Prophets and calld him Bakur the Great. In the hymn "Praises on the Georgian Language" Bakur
is allegorically referred to as "New Nino", wrich means that he continued St. Nino's mission.
Iohannes Ruphus asserted that Bakur led an ascetic life even during his reign. He and his wife,
Queen Dukhtia sold their treasure, built asylums for the poor and ill and often visited them at
night feeding their dwellers with food cooked in their palace. All the ancient writers (Libanius,
Gelasius of Caesareia, Turanius Rufinus, Socrat Scholastic, Zosimus, George Hamartoli, etc.)
which wrote about this person, mentioned his great intelligence, deep belief in God, search after
truth, physical and spiritual beauty. No wonder that such a person laid the foundation of the
original Georgian Script "Asomtavruli".

The Monograph gives scientific explanation to the fact that the data presented in the works of
the ancient Armenian historians (Koriun, Moses Khorenatsi, Moses Kalankatuatsi, etc.) about the
creation of the Georgian alphabet was later changed. The Monograph supposes that the
aforementioned narrative sources were intentionally edited and altered in the XIII century A.D.
by Iohannes Vanakan, the famous Armenian teacher and historian, and his numerous followers.
Their purpose was to conceal the true history of the Armenian alphabet which was developed
with the great assistance of Gry-Ormizd, one of the authors of the old Georgian script

"Asomtavruli"
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