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Irakli Gabashvili (1937 — 1999) is a native of Tbilisi and a graduate of
the Thilisi Academy of Arts.

He is recognized as one of the leading designers of Georgia and is the
author of monumental (ceramic) works in Borjomi, Likani, Mtskheta and
other Georgian cities. He is well known as a painter, and has substantial
experience working with bronze and enamel.

Exhibitions of his work have been mounted in Thbilisi, Moscow, Kiev,
St. Petersburg, Vilnius and other places.

For years he has been involved in exploring and developing the folk arts
of Georgia.

In recent years he has been creating a graphic series of “cats” — draw-
ing in pen and colored inks. These “cats” are people — characters with con-
temporary reference (the bandit, the gangster, the Mekhedrion), as well as
epic, historical and folkloric references. There is Mister Mephisto, after the
T.S. Eliot poem and the tradition of the medieval sorcerer; there is the
Russian bogatyr or epic warrior, [lya Muromets; there is a Persian pasha
swathed in shimmering silks; there is a folkloric fantasy cat drawn from an
18th-century Russian lubok; there is a house-spirit cat to bless the newly
built house. And there are cats that reflect the pain and anxiety of these
years of civil conflict in Georgia, including a Christ-cat too painful to con-
template, and a self-portrait cat with kerosene lamp — anxious and weary,
but attentive and attuned. Rarely do the artist; the moment and the medi-
um come together so magically.

Many of Gabashvili's cats have found homes in private collections at
home and abroad, particularly in Germany, the USA, France, Canada,
Turkey, while earlier works are in Armenia, Russia and Ukraine.
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32. Lobeygdy, deggom, 'aaﬁﬂfﬂg@n @)adﬁodo. 16.5X13. 1994

33

34.
35
36.
S
38.
39.
40.

—~

/
m@bo. Jomognwo, Ygdggeno &9Jb60g0- 43X34. 1990 - ’J_,f/
6Q3bn. dmgom, 6"30'30 39X29. 1974 2o 0094
BBONS. Joogmgon, Yo ge0o &9bogo- 42X295. 1994
5= 335ME 0. Jpsgogoo, &4 Bo. 61X26.5. 1986
%mp\)nojm. j.)ggbggg)o, '836)3"3@0 @)3350&0. 46X34. 1997
dmﬂSm“ooena. dogvo;@g\)n, Ygogmema égjﬁnda. 42X30. 1986
?gc:g\)("lljﬁ'ﬂ({m &4 Fegego0, '83@3!3;@0 (E)a‘jﬁndo. 40X31. 1994
Bomobozobigzg®o 3@ Jomsmagoo, ‘BgPggemo Aadboga.

61x44. 1994

41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

73bo@mos. Jomognroo, Wgoganmo Gaboge: 55X275. 1994
g @, Jomogomo, &t 47X35. 1985

Fopg®. Jomomwo, & do. 61X44. 1992

anB"aﬁ)o. []angQn, @fﬁ"ﬂo. 61.5X43.5. 1994

mao@(‘mgtvﬂ(f)o 3060 Jomogngon, ‘Ygogeemo (?)8(]606‘)' 23X20.

1998

46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

Silk

52

53.

54.
55!
56.
St
58.
59.

G{ﬁldob bang\ngﬁ;;nm. 3«33&:, 6‘3\5'30. 42X32.5. 1999
aQaB[)h domo. dgegor, '3{](‘)3‘3@0 @{];]Et)da. 60Xx44.5. 1999
dog:mh R0 Os. Joogmgoo, &30 51X36. 1999

bogngs. Jomspmeoo, Bgmgeemo (?)8(]50(5‘5‘ 38X27. 1985
33(41130.5. oo, éva"r{in. 33X22. 1985

Babamgmo. Jomsgpo, Yg@gemo (53[]606‘)' 435X%335. 1997
bmosgm. Jogsgngoo, Bggssmo Badeoge. 46X34. 1997
amgmﬁa i’mbgaﬁ'gar‘mm. Jomomoa, (?)";]'Hn. 34X21. 1984
mdognolso. dop\m;@;gn, @)ﬁrﬂn._ mdrﬁm. 61X45. 1996
ﬁaﬂ—@oﬂ—@oaﬁrﬁn. Jogogmeon, @)"3'30. 39X275. 1996
@D Jomopnroa, ‘Y9800 Badboge: 54X415. 1987
bragoosm. dagom, BgOggem0 &gdboge. 53X41. 1989
MgOO0 ygog0- Jomogogoa &4 0o, o @, 32X32.5. 1989

380?8();3015 3mOFOHO- Jomagagon, B0 Badboge-

44.5X41. 1989

60.
61
62.
63.
64.
65.

bmwosdm. Jomogngoo, ByOgem0 &adboge- 46X35. 1997
vabw)b‘z]rﬁm, Jomsgngo, &, 46.5X35.5. 1999

e amaeg@e. Joagngon, (5"3"30. 47X36. 1999

0edg. Jomognwoo, 53350500 28.5X19.35. 1966

hgdo «dobo. Jogmagngon, ‘Ygrge00 Badboge- 58.5X40. 1994
’f]g\)bﬁﬂﬁn. By, 39000, 53X108. 1968
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EIST OF BEATES

. Old Thbilisi. Paper, mixed technique. 21.5X18. 1995

. Cat-80. Paper, mixed technique. 39.5X29. 1999

. Cat hippopotamus. Paper, Indian ink. 61X43. 1996

. Strange dog in Gurzuff. Paper, colored ink. 38X26. 1996
. Nefisto. Cardboard, mixed technique. 40X27.5. 1997

. Foreigner. Paper, mixed technique. 45X34.5. 1993

. Owner. Cardboard, paper, mixed technique. 62X43. 1997
. From there. Paper, Indian ink. 39.5X30. 1993

. Princess. Card board, mixed technique. 41.5X34. 1999

Chiki. Paper, Indian ink. 43X32.5. 1999
Sign of the zodiac. Card board, mixed technique.

45.52@ 51997

12.
135
14,
57
16.

August. Card board, mixed technique. 27X31. 1993
Family portrait. Paper, Indian ink. 40.5X29.5. 1998
Fairy-teller. Card board, mixed technique. 72.5X23. 1998
Fairy-teller 2. Card board, mixed technique. 82X27. 1998
Strange face. Canvas, paper, mixed technique. 37X30.5.

1975

17
18.
19.
20.
21.
20
2S)
24.
25
26.
2
28.
291
30.
3L,
3,
233,

Autumn. Paper, gouache. 16.5X16.5. 1990

City landscape. Paper, gouache. 17X16. 1990
Magic. Paper, mixed technique. 44X36. 1994

Potter. Paper, mixed technique. 23X18.5. 1993
Queen Basti. Card board, mixed technique. 42.X30. 1998
Pasha. Paper, mixed technique. 54X41.5. 1987
Omerta. Paper, mixed technique. 40X72.5. 1995

Sign of the zodiac. Paper, Indian ink. 45X36. 1999
Metamorphosis. Paper, Indian ink. 30X20.5. 1986
Portrait. Paper, Indian ink. 20X18.5. 1982

Cat-96. Paper, mixed technique. 26.5X21.5. 1996
Still life. Card board, charcoal. 25X32. 1968

City landscape. Paper, gouache. 15X17. 1991

City landscape. Card board, gouache. 17.5X17. 1990
The races. Paper, gouache. 41X33.5. 1988

Silence. Card board, mixed technique. 16.5X13. 1994
Two. Paper, mixed technique. 43X34. 1990

-
o
Peasant. Card board, gouache. 39X29. 1974 /125~ -
Phupala. Paper, mixed technique. 42X29.5. DA
A-quartet. Paper, Indian ink. 61X26.5. 1986

Sign of the zodiac. Paper, mixed technique. 46X34. 1997
Composition. Paper, mixed technique. 42X30. 1986
Magic forest. Card board, mixed technique. 40X31. 1994
Orange cat. Paper, mixed technique. 61X44. 1994
Out-of-the-way. Paper, mixed technique. 55X27.5. 1994
Figure. Paper, Indian ink. 47X35. 1985

Figure. Paper, Indian ink. 61X44, 1992

Figure. Paper, Indian ink. 61.5X43.5. 1994

Theatrical cat. Paper, mixed technique. 23X20. 1998
Circus' secret. Card board, gouache. 42X32.5. 1999
Eden. Card board. mixed technique. 60X44.5. 1999
Woman's figure. Paper, Indian ink. 51X36. 1999

Vision. Paper, mixed technique. 38X27. 1985

Version. Paper, Indian ink. 33X22. 1985

Minaret. Paper, mixed technique. 43.5X33.5. 1997

Sign of the zodiac. Paper, mixed technique. 46X34. 1997
Girl with the dandelion. Paper, Indian ink. 34X21. 1984
Tbilisi. Paper, Indian ink, gold. 61X45. 1996
Ram-tam-tager. Paper, Indian ink, 39X27.5. 1996

56. Pasha. Paper, mixed technique. 54X41.5. 1987

57. Sign of the zodiac. Card board, mixed technique. 53X41.
1989

58. White crow. Paper, Indian ink, gold. 32X32.5. 1989

59. Portrait of the young man. Paper, mixed technique.
44.5X41. 1989

60. Sign of the zodiac. Paper, mixed technique. 46X35. 1997
61. Untitled. Paper, Indian ink. 46.5X35.5. 1995

62. Untitled. Paper, Indian ink. 47X36. 1999

63. Fence. Paper, water-colour. 28.5X19.5. 1966

64. My neighborhood. Paper, mixed technique. 58.5X40.
1994

65. Waste ground. Card board, gouache. 53X108. 1968

34.
215,
36.
e
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
il
S,
S5
54.
55,
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