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Koba Okujava
The Faith and Law of the Shapsugs

Summary

The work covers the old religious traditions and mythology
which were preserved in Shapsugia, the historical Circassian region.
The book also gives the short ethnical history of the Shapsugs 1790s
to the end of the 20" century and pays attention to their customary
law, one of the most significant spheres of their culture.

After the fall of the Byzantine Empire and the break-up of the
unified Georgian kingdom the Ottoman Porte became the dominant
force in the Black Sea. As a result of the merger of pagan beliefs and
Christianity, the new religion, which was syncretic to a certain
degree, emerged in the North-Western Caucasus. It was well
preserved among the Circassians living at the north-western shore of
the Black Sea even in the 1% half of the 20™ century. The main part
of this book is dedicated to the religious beliefs of the Shapsugs.
Thanks to their religions, the Shapsugs were able to preserve the old
true Circassian traditions.

The Sharia law had a great inflounce on the local laws after the
spread of Islam in the North-Western Caucasus. Nevertheless, till the
1930s, the old customary laws were functioning among the
Shapsugs, who lived south of the Caucasus and followed their
syncretic religion.

The Russian Empire forced the highlander Circassians to
migrate to the Ottoman Porte in the 1860s. Only small part of the
Shapsugs were able to stay in their homeland. Their descendant still
live on the territory between the rivers Sochi and Nigepsukho
(Nechepsukho). Thus, studying the historical culture of the Shapsugs
is significant from the ethonologic point of view.
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