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The Persecution of Georgian Church

Translation in the hand of M. Wardrop of article by
Kokhideli — G. Dadiani

last year Archishop Nickon, exarch of Georgia, the
head of the church was murdered in Tiflis, an event un-
heard of in the overall of Georgian History.

The public deputy agitated the...

But as the representation of the Georgian church
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proved to be supporter of the revival of the autocepha-
lie rights of their native church it naturally followed the
persecution of all Ecclesiastes much be strengthened.
We underline the intensification a cruel and in no way
deserved persecution of Ecclesiastes had begun long
ago and even cynical feelings of the people had long
been practiced.

Jatzkevich an official of the Synod after his revi-
sion findings in a dark to himself, here he could find
nothing exciting that should call down special punish-
ment on the clergy of the Georgian Church.

The Archimandrit Ambrose, the well-known
preacher, has been degraded and exiled to a Russian
Monastery, Bishop Kirion, the famous Georgian divine
and paster reversed by all , already exiled to the desert
of Kharkov was confined in the Sanakur Monastery. On
the way to Sanakur he fell ill and was lying in a Mos-
cow hospital. The aged invalid was dragged from his
bed and in the frost sent on his way. A search was made
on Bishop Leonide’s house. The most esteemed of the
Georgian hierarchs; a number of persons employed at
the local Synodical office were dismissed. The rumours
are of expected further punishments and exile of many
priests and this happens without any explanation of the
cause, without any enquiry of the presentation of any
accusation.

Add to this the impression produced by the tri-
umph of the arch-priest Vostorgoff, the enemy of Geor-
gia, who loudly declared in Moscow in presence of
witnesses, whose name have been given in Georgian
papers: ‘I will drown him (Bishop Kirion) and flood
Georgia with blood’ and it will be clear that this ques-
tion has left the sphere of the ecclesiastical branches
and has provoked all Georgian society without regard
to party and class.

The question is passionately related in the press
and is the chief topic of discussion private and official
gatherings of different groups and societies.

Everywhere resolutions are passed demanding an
explanation of the cause and a public trail of these per-
secuted occurs.

These resolutions are communicated by specially
chosen persons to the L.L. Vorontsoff-Dashkoff, who
gives his usual stereotyped reply that he knows nothing
of the matter but will enquire with it.

And in the meantime becomes more and more cru-
cial.

Many of those dissatisfied with Synodical regime
in order to free hierarchies from this regime agitate a
change of faith.

A few days ago two villages in Kakheti become
Baptists.

At the meeting of the nobility of Georgia at Tiflis
Prince Machabeli showed that Georgia has voluntarily
united herself to Russia for political protection of the
Orthodox faith, was now undergoing a sharp religious
crisis owing to recent event and demanded that the no-
bility showed resolute strive to disclose the truth.

The meeting unanimously delegated the Marschal
of the nobility of the Government, Prince D.I. Tama-
rashvili to make enquiries to the local government (Au-
thorities).

Similar conversation took place of a meeting of the
nobles of Western Georgia at Kutais, but there was fol-
lowed by wholly unexpected results. The Governor of
Kutais Gen. Lavotchinski, gave order to arrest all who
had spoken at the meeting and the following were ar-
rested.

The well-known Georgian author Pr. D. Mikeladze,
who is 70 years old, the late Mayor of Sukhumi, Prince
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Tavdgiridze, the Vice President of the congress, Prince
A. Abashidze, Pr. O. Tsulukidze, Prince 1. Nizharadze
the secretary of the nobility V. Mdivani and others.

Such an order has yet more provoked Georgian
society.

In the History of Georgia neither secretion, nor re-
ligious persecution and violence are known. For centu-
ries there stood peacefully in the capital of Georgia, Ti-
flis, by the side of the Orthodox Sion Cathedral, Catholic
Church, Mosque, Armenian Cathedral and Sinagogue.
Guaranteed to them full liberty of conscience even in
those unity. When Europe heresies were being boomed
at stake, the Georgian people under apparent executor
were always too sensitive to the interest of their faith.

Centuries passed.

The political organisation of Georgia has changed
but evidently this characteristic feature 1s still presented
in the Georgian people.

Let Russian society hear of this. It may be that it
will intercede on behalf of this persecuted people also
rescue the truth of an open trail.

Tiflis. Kolkhideli. ”

FofgmEolb 0bBamaba JoGogma g3emgboob
ob@mEGnnbs o sALydmmo Jpamdasfmgmdobac-
80 230m o6 Jnbympdaymea. JeMoma g%q-abnnb
Lognobl Obgbo sbggg 1909 Beroob 24 03bge@b, (
4) ga®bore "8mbgmabgag 25350@3@50330” >g-
Jbobmy babobmgal (bababadgamal) 8oy asdm-
4394693 mmo LBo@aab - “The persecution of Geor-
gian Church” (gaﬁm-ggm n3egboal ggggﬁo) dotr-

M0 amcomm3obygme mafadsbn. dsMygmeo

ba@b 9 ggMb 0d M3 gboMgdam do8omgdl, Hma-
mgdoy bade Bemab gobdogmmdsda qbsdsmomme
abggdnsb, bmmme s dbmeme nBabsmgal, Hmd
Logmmata g3magboal 23&m3ggemonl smeagbsl
MFgMb dbomb, nd s3@mgRamnnbsl, Moy dgbm-
dgmds Bbgmds ymgamasstn Babgdol mazzal,
Loggmobom  36gdab Ro@omgdabs ©s Logom
a9sby3@0mgdob domgdals 6aﬁga%gaoﬂdao.

The persecution of the Georgian Church

Sad and piteous is the situation of the Georgian Or-
thodox Church. News has been received of the removal
from his post of the member of Georgian Imeretian Ar-
kimandrit Ambrosi, severe punishments falling on the
head representatives of the Georgian clergy, because
of their expressed sympathy for the autocephaly of the
Georgian Church... On the course of these years perse-
cution and repression have broken down the just decla-
ration of the Georgian hierarchies and placed on them
the seal of silence. The last of the attempt to restore the
canonical organization existing in Georgia since the 9th
century was fixed for the beginning of the New Year.

The ruling synod — as well as the Russian Patri-
archs, recognizing from the day of its foundation the
Iberian Church autocephalous, had until 1811, i.e. Until
the ten years after the union of Georgia with Russia, re-
lations with its higher Archipatriarchs addressing them
as the most blessed Patriarch and Catolikos of Mtsketa
and Iberia. The abolition of the autonomy of Georgian
Church in 1811 by General Tomasoff can not be recog-
nized as canonical because no council of Georgian hi-
erarchies never declared a resolution of the union of the
Georgian Church of the Russia and the tradition of the
Eastern Churches has never been gained. Consequently
the Georgian Church remains autocephalous. Then be-
ing thus, now were the punished Georgian Churches
and priests guilty before the synod? Only then losing
the confidence in the fruitfulness of the Rule of the Rus-
sian Exarchs to the Georgian church. They submitted a
lawful demand for the recognition of the autocephalous



Church. So much has been written of the manner in
which the Georgian Church has been governed since
1811 that it is better not to open unhealed sores. In the
reply to the imperial order regarding the organization
of affairs in the Georgian Church followed in the 1909
the order for the transfer of the supporters of Georgian
autocephaly — Bishop Kirion was removed from the
Sukhum to Kovno and the Bishop of Imereti Leonid of
Guria. Now the revision of the Georgian Synod office
Jatskevitch exposed the squandering during many years
of church monies of the exarchate, the authors of which
will never, of course be found.

This revision was partly undertaken to discover
the mystery surrounding the murder of the Exarch of
the Georgia, Archishop Nikon. The murders are still
unknown.

In any case the autocephalists could have taken no
part in this infamous crime, because the Exarch Nikon,
as it now appears, was a supporter of autocephaly. His
murders may have been his enemies, someone, who
judging by the declaration of the Viceroy of the Cau-
casus Court — Vorontsoff-Dashkoff, obey the procla-
mation of the union of Michael Archangel to rise an
agitation for the recall of the court, while other monar-
chical organisation with indignation bring this procla-
mation to the notice of the administration. Meanwhile
the Georgian autocephalists are called accomplices in
the murder of the Exarch in a speech full of absurdities
of Putishkevitch the member of Duma. The Viceroy of
the Caucasus and his representative Baron Nolde dis-
puted this judgement accusation. But his speech had
its effect and Synod ordered to imprison in January of
present year in the Sanakur monastery in Tambov, 65
verses from a railway station the enlightened Bishop
Kirion who had been sent away from his office with-
out any pension. Purishkevitch accused Bishop Kirion
of taking part in a conspirational meeting on the 22th
February and 18th May 1908 in Tiflis at the house of
the priest Chigjavadze, who also evidently will suffer
punishment for his accusation.

*On the 18th May of the day of the day of the Mur-
der of Exarch Nikon Chijevadze was 12 verses from
Tiflis.

As a matter of fact Bishop Kirion from April 22
never moved from monastery and was far from sym-
pathising with the desire to restore autocephaly- There
is no doubt that the accusations themselves consider
the charge against Bishop Kirion Archimardrite Am-
brose, priest Chojevadze fantastic and unproven. The
churchmen in question are suffering of the present day
irreconcilably for the Georgian Church and its best de-
fenders. Everything has been done for humiliating the
Georgian Church and trample on its rights! That church
now governed by junior bishop of the whole Exarchat -
Grigori Bakhnin who doesn’t know Georgian language
is instead of Catholicos. The Russian clerical deputies
at Tiflis refused to persist, to express disapproval of the
Putishkevitch. The defenders of the Georgian Church
are declared the revolutionists and its persecutors or-
thodox monarchists!...

We believe that the supreme Divine judge who has
presented the Iberian Church for fifteen centuries will
not let it perish.
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Petition of Georgian Church presented to the vice-
roy of Caucasus

Your Highness!(Exarchat)

For sixteen centuries the Iberian people have wor-
shipped the Holy Cross of Christ. Many severe trails
and calamities have they suffered for the faith in their
past history. During whole centuries they have groaned
under the cruel yoke of Eastern conquerors, but the Ibe-
rian Church was unshakable and living, great (noble)
was her spirit, mighty was her strength resting on the
union of the shepherd with his flock; glorious was the
path crimsoned by blood of martyr, by which she vigor-
ously let the Georgian people, consoling, encouraging
and guiding them to lofty aims and ideas of Christian,
social and political life.

But a hundred years ago the government of the
Georgian church passed into the hands of Russian Ex-
archs and what do we see? The faith of the Georgian
people is slain, religious indifference has seized all lay-
ers of the population penetrating to the very heart of
the masses, the churches are empty even on the great
festivals; almost every day there are cases of theft a
crime unheard of in past centuries; parishioners refuse
to pay their pastors for performing church ceremonies
and in places even altogether deny their necessity. The
Georgian priests of both the Tiflis and Kutais govern-
ments, reduced to a helpless position, are applying to
Exarch of Georgia by writing and also by deputation
stating that they are doomed to death by starvation,
that unless the government can guarantee them a living
wage they will be forced to their resign their pastoral
duties to return to the life of low-men and to gain the
means of livelihood by worthy punishments. In a word
Georgian Church is now in a state of agony at the time
when among the other Caucasian peoples’ faith is firm
and the priesthood enjoys due respect and influence.
What is the cause of this terrible fall of the Georgian
Orthodox Church? What is the reason of disappearance
of faith among Georgians, those same Georgians, of
whom the renowned Byzantine historian Procopious
says: The Iberians better then all known peoples keep
the laws of Christian faith. The cause lies in this, that
she has been deprived of all that kept her alive and that
now keep the churches of other Caucasian nationalities
alive — her vital nerve has been cut, the bond between
her and her head has been torn, the bond founded upon
oneness of race, language, tradition and spiritual affin-
ity. Today Georgian Church, by the suppression of its
lawful self government, has no head. He is a stranger;
strangers too are the priests educated in spirit antago-
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nistic to the people having not the gift of speech in their
native tongue and in the eyes of the people being mere-
ly ecclesiastical Chinovniks. Under such conditions the
church was bound to fall and it has fallen. In order to
save the Georgian Orthodox Church it is indispensable
to breath life into her, to give her back former canoni-
cal order (organisation) in all its fullness, to return her
elected Catholocos with all his rights and duties. There
is no other way. This act, removing a century long ex-
istence to strengthen the political union of Georgians
with Russia, for nothing weakens this union so much
as the loss by the Georgian people of that important
right which neighbouring peoples, in the frameline of
the Russian Empire, enjoy to the full.

Your highness!The proposed autonomy of the
Caucasian Church with a Caucasian metropolitan at
its head would not satisfy the Georgian people who re-
ceive the news of this with affiliated heart. Look upon
this project as an impetus to self Georgian Church the
last traces of its glorious many century long existence.
Only the revival of the Catholicosate in all its pristine
purity can content the Georgian people, Therefore we,
members of the Georgian Church gathered together
from different part of Georgia to fervently beg your Ex-
cellency to grant your powerful support to the petition
presented by of both the Georgian government of His
Imperial Magesty and the Holy Synod concerning the
revival of the authocephaly of the Iberian Church with
an elected Cathlicos at the head in agreement with the
canonical law of the Orthodox Greek Eastern Church.

We firmly trust that your authoritative and just in-
tervention will be esteemed by the Emperor and that to
the Georgian Church will be returned authonomy simi-
lar to that which has been granted solely by your peti-
tion to the authocephalious Armenian Church with the
return how of Church property and also national paro-
chial schools. The renaissance of Georgian Church to-
gether with other reforms awaited with impatience by
all the population would bring about that pacification
of the country which, as you were graciously pleased to
remark in your address to the people on your entering
on your appointment.
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Bishop Kirion
A letter from Kharkoff

You already have learnt from the newspapers that
Bishop Kirion has once more been condemned and
sent from the Kharkoff to a lonely solitary monastery.
The sufferings of the aged Bishop at this time was un-
imaginable. Why should they thus torture and rescue
this man.

Bishop Kirion is a true sympathiser with his peo-
ple. He is full of science love and a true Christian, true
protector of the oppressed and what somewhere race
they belong. This is the very reason for his merciless
persecution and all the worse as he hears everything
in silence.

The first punishment of Bisho Kirion was his ap-
pointment to an insignificant place in Russia. Several
years after this circumstances changed and he was ap-
pointed to the first monk in the Bishoprie of Orel. A
short time afterwards Kirion exchanged the Bishoprie
of Orel for Sukhum with Bishop Dimitri. Hence Bishop
Kirion was invited to the Synod. In discussions of the
question of authocephaly of the Georgian Church, he
defended warmly authocephaly and displaced great
knowledge of history, as Professor Butkevich of Khar-
koff University afterwards informs us. At that time prof.
Butkevitch was an ardent opponent of Bishop Kirion.
After this Bishop Kirion was again appointed to a small
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place at Kovn. He did not remain here long. Seeing that
the high spiritual church looked on him with disfavour,
he resigned Bishoprie and asked permission at Mount
Athos. Upon this the famous Vostorgoff said: “He
wished to live at mount Athos, so that he may intrigue
with the Turk and remove Georgia from Russia.” The
Synod forbids him to live at Mount Athos and sent him
to monastery neat Kharkoff, where he took up his alone
last year on April 25th. He was greatly consoled by a
deputation of Georgian students from Kharkoff Univer-
sity, who came to see him. He expressed his thanks for
sympathy in a beautiful speech.

Here Bishop Kirion lodging consisted of three un-
derground cells so damp that water was down the walls.
No pension was assigned to him and he was content
with the fare of a simple monk. In spite of this Bishop
Kirion didn’t loose courage and was consoled in the
proximity near to University, as he could use its library
in addition to his own 5000 volumes. Here he lived
seven months and completed a new work in Russian
tongue.

“The Civilising Role of Iberia in the History of
Russia”.Here he also made the acquaintance of various
professors who were deeply interested in his new work
and are anxious to haste its publication.

Though Bishop Kirion spent seven whole month
in Curiadhis Monastery, only in the eighth month on
the 10th December (0.s) as we knew, the deputy Pur-
ishkevitch publicly declared in the Duma, that Bishop
Kirion was present at the meetings held in the house of
the Chidjavadze on the 22th February (o.s.) 18th May
(0.s.). These imaginary meetings were followed by the
Exarch Nikon’s murder and so on. Do you not marvel,
reader, at such strange falselivion, who has heard of
these meetings and next how could Kirion be in Tiflis
on February 22, when he only resigned the Bishoprie
of Kovno on march 9th and on May 18 can witnessed
that he was officially in the Monastery of Curiadhi and
never blessed someone as abbat (igumen).

Then where did Prishkevitch find such lei. Never-
theless Purishkevitch’s falsehood of his work cut and
joint two weeks after his speech on Dec 26 the order
came out of Synod that Bishop Kirion was to move
from Curiadhis Monaster to Sanaxaris Mosnastery in
the Bishopery of Tamboff. Kirion wondered why and
for what reason they should send him in midwinter to
a still cold, more solitary monastery, where the railway
station is 80 verse distant. He sent a telegram to the
synod and begged to allow him to come to Peterburg
and learn what had happened. A second telegram came:
“The Synod considers necessary that you should imme-
diately travel to Sanaxaris Monastey. They do not give
you permission to come to Peterburg.”

The day after the receipt of this telegram a guard
was set to watch him and the police were observing ev-
erything.

All this had a bad influence on Kirion’s health and
he became very weak and almost gave himself to de-
spair.

By the advise of students he again sent a telegram
to the Synod asking that on account of terrible state
of health he might be allowed to delay his departure
till may or if not that he might be granted shelter in a
monastery in the South. To this a still more peremptory
reply came ordering him to leave at once for the ap-
pointed monastery. There was nothing for it but to obey
fate and on Jan. 10th he sat out. As he felt weakly, I
went as far as Moscow with him, noticed that wherever
we went there were stranger who watched and followed
as like convict.



In Moscow we saw Prof. Khakhanashvili and
Bishop Kirion showed him his new works which
Khakhanashvili promised to have published. We also
saw the famous N.N. Dunovo who was deeply grieved
at this undeserved punishment and gave advice, vari-
ous councils. As time passed Kirion became worse and
worse ailing until Jan 16, when he entered the Golifzin
Hospital at one o’clock. On the 17th when I went to
hospital I was informed that they have taken away the
Bishop. I asked why, where, what for in amazement.
The doctor informed me that the night before at two
o’clock the police wanted to take away the Bishop but
the hospital authorities would not allow it. At 8 in the
morning the Pristav came with his assistants and asked
the doctor if it was possible or not for the Bishop to
travel. The doctor replied that “although he was very
weak it might be possible for him to travel.” Upon this
the Pristav ordered the Bishop to dress quickly and to
go with him. They put him in the carriage and drove
away with him. The doctor didn’t know where and why.

The nest day I went to N.N. Dunovo’s again and
was almost weeping at this severe treatment to the
Bishop and wishes to know if Georgian society could
do nothing to save him. It is necessary, said N.N. Du-
novo, that every Georgian Bishop should enquire of the
government why Bishop Kirion is thus persecuted and
then this will be an end of it. He also told me that the as-
sistant inspector of Moscow University Bogoiabovsky
was asking with Vistorgoff about Kirion’s groundless
persecution and Vostorgoff replied: “I will drown him
and all Georgia with blood.” Upon this Mr. Balashov a
member of a Moscow newspaper, who was present at
the moment said: Bishop Kirion may complain of these
words of Vostorgoff, may call me as witness. A fter
this on my return to the Kursk Railway station jan-
darmes seized me, a police official related to me own
journey and menacing me said: tell me where you have
been or I shall arrest you. It is all the same, we know
everything. If you know, replied 1, then why it is neces-
sary that I should tell you. They handed me testimony
and finally let me go. Thus ended Bishop Kirion’s jour-
ney.

Mousvenaridze”
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«Dear Bishop of Gibraltar,

The sad news from Georgia of the persistent per-
secution of ancient Iberian Church and its clergy has
moved me to appeal to you. I do not know if you per-
sonally are in touch with the Russian Synod but, in any
case, no doubt you are acquainted with English church-
men who are I feel sure that you will use your influence
to interest them in the spiritual state of their Georgian
brothers and to try to obtain justice for them.

Bishop Kirion after suffering degradation and ex-
ile has been imprisoned in a distant Russian Monastery.
Although he is well up in years and in horrible health,
he was forced to travel in the depth of winter and his
request to be allowed to go to St. Peterburg to answer
any accusation which might been against him was re-
fused. He fell ill in Moscow but was drugged from the
hospital by the police and made to continue his journey.
He is the author of several literary works of merit and
much beloved by the people.

Bishop Leonid perhaps the most esteemed of the
Georgian clergy was subjected to a domiciliary search
and removed from his see.

Archimandrite Ambrose, an eloquent preacher has
been degraded and exiled to a Russian monastery and
many of the local clergy have been dismissed and pun-
ished.

The great enemy of Georgian church, the mission-
ary arch-priest Vostorgoft, was in Moscow, heard to de-
clare that he would ‘drown’ Bishop Kirion and flood all
Georgia with blood’. He has recently received the order
te ST. Peterburg from the Tsar.

This persecution of their church is alienating the
people from the Orthodox faith. Many even discuss
the advantages of changing religion. Two villages in
Cakheti have become Baptists. This is a carious symp-
tom in the people whose church has never known her-
esy or sectarianism.

The whole Georgian nation is naturally roused to
indignation. Meetings of the nobles have been held in
which the fear expressed that the mass of the pcople
would be alienated from the Orthodox Christian faith
if the highest hierarchies continue to be arrested and
exiled without trail.

At Kutais, in the beginning of March some of the
most notable men in the country were imprisoned and
threatened with exile for the taking part in such a meet-
ing, but [ see from the latest Tiflis papers that several of
them have now been revealed.

From the enclosed translation of an article* by
Prof. Tsagareli of St. Peterburg University, a Priory
Counsellor of the Empire you will see what an expert
has to say about the authochephaly of the Georgian
church.

I hear that these few facts give but poor ideas of the
state of affairs, but I do not wish to weary you. Please
forgive me for troubling you. I realise my utter help-
lessness, but I feel that must do what I can for the brave



Georgian people whom I so much admire and love.

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you again
soon.

Yours sincerely,

M.Wardrop.”
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