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EU Puts Georgia’s Accession on Hold Amid
Concerns Over Political Intentions

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he European Union has de-

cided to suspend Georgia’s ac-
cession process, citing concerns
about the country’s political direc-
tion. This decision was confirmed
by EU Ambassador to Georgia
Pawel Herczyniski, who expressed
his disappointment and outlined
the reasons behind this move dur-
ing a conference in Thilisi.

“Unfortunately, for the mo-
ment, Georgia’s EU accession
has been put on hold. I sincerely
hope that after the elections in
Georgia in October, the newly-
formed government, whoever
forms the government, will re-
start serious work towards EU
integration,” said Herczynski.

On June 27, EU leaders, in-
cluding presidents and prime
ministers, met in Brussels and
made several key decisions, in-
cluding setting the next strate-
gic agenda for the European
Union and reaffirming their
commitment to defending
Ukraine. However, a crucial de-
cision was also made to halt
Georgia’s accession process. This
was clearly stated in the Euro-
pean Council’s conclusions,
which the Ambassador urged to
be read carefully.

According to Herczyniski, EU
leaders are uncertain about the
intentions of the current Geor-
gian authorities, particularly
concerning the Law on Trans-
parency of Foreign Influence.
“This is a clear backsliding in
the 9 steps, and also anti-west-
ern, anti-European rhetoric is

incompatible with the stated
aim of joining the European
Union,” he stated.

The EU Ambassador empha-
sized that recent actions by the
Georgian parliament have raised
doubts among EU leaders about
the country’s commitment to
European integration. The halt
in Georgia’s accession process is
particularly disheartening, con-
sidering the progress being
made by other candidate coun-
tries. “We are moving fast for-

ward with other candidate coun-
tries. As you know, the day af-
ter that decision, the EU opened
negotiations with Ukraine and
Moldova,” Herczynski noted.
Despite the setback,
Herczytiski remains hopeful for
Georgia’s future within the EU.
He stressed that the ultimate
decision lies with Georgia and its
people. “Georgia has been
granted the status of a candidate
country for EU membership.
This decision was taken by una-

nimity by all EU member states
in December of last year. How-
ever, how quickly Georgia will
become a member of the Euro-
pean Union only depends on
Georgians themselves,” he said.

The EU has also decided to
freeze its support for Georgia
from the European Peace Facil-
ity, amounting to EUR 30 mil-
lion for 2024. This decision was
made at the last European Coun-
cil meeting, reflecting the EU’s
concerns over the recent politi-

cal developments in Georgia.
The two-day conference in
Thilisi, titled “EU Enlargement:
A Geopolitical Necessity and the
Next Steps for the EU Candidate
States,” has brought these issues
to the forefront, highlighting the
critical juncture at which Geor-
gia finds itself. The upcoming
elections in October will be piv-
otal in determining the country’s
path towards EU integration
and addressing the concerns
raised by the EU leaders.

US State Department Dismisses
Russian Claims of Seeking

Regime

Change in Georgia

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

Journalist Alex Raufoglu re-
cently reported on X that the
US State Department has
strongly refuted Russia’s allega-
tions that the United States is
attempting to orchestrate regime
change in Georgia. These deni-
als come in response to Russian
claims that the US is pushing
for a power shift following
Georgia’s October 26 elections,
which the State Department has
described as “completely false”.

A spokesperson for the State
Department stated, “I think it’s
quite obvious that it’s completely
false. It’s not the first time and
Russia has made allegations like
that, with respect to US involve-
ment in Georgia, and other coun-
tries around the world, that had
been completely false and had
been absurd.” The spokesperson
added, “And I would just point out
the irony of the country, Russia,
that is illegally occupying 20% of
Georgia as we speak, making
those absurd allegations about
another country.”

Russian foreign intelligence
has propagated a narrative sug-
gesting that the Biden adminis-
tration is intent on discrediting
the ruling Georgian Dream
party through a meticulously
planned information campaign.
According to these allegations,
this campaign is designed with
what Russian intelligence de-
scribes as a “Hollywood script”
filled with “anti-Russian enthu-
siasm”, aiming to blame Russia
for various issues.

The propaganda further
claims that the US will accuse
Georgian Dream of lacking po-
litical independence, potentially
leading to Georgian ships aban-
doning European shores. Addi-
tionally, Russian intelligence
has implicated Georgian Presi-
dent Salome Zourabichvili, sug-
gesting she is being positioned
to incite anti-government senti-
ments. The narrative states that
Zourabichvili is expected to give
an interview to an American
media outlet, where she will ac-
cuse the Georgian authorities of
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undermining negotiations for
Georgia’s EU membership and
warn of the adverse conse-
quences of closer ties with Mos-
cow, particularly highlighting
the negative impact of Russian
emigrants on Georgian citizens.

Moreover, the Russian narra-

Swiss Franc - 3.0639

tive claims that Zourabichvili is
preparing voters for a “political
surprise” from the opposition, po-
tentially leading to another “color
revolution”. It also claims that
American advisors have directed
the Georgian opposition to prepare
protests around the election period,
with an expectation of casualties
among the demonstrators.
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Georgia’s Foreign Minister
Responds to EU Funding
Freeze Decision
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Ilia
Darchiashvili responded to the EU’s de-
cision to freeze *30 million in defense
funding for Georgia, stressing the impor-
tance of enhancing Georgia’s defense ca-
pabilities and expressing hope for the re-
sumption of cooperation with the EU.

“Georgia needs to further strengthen
its defense capabilities to better address
existing threats. We hope that such deci-
sions will soon return to their previous
level,” Darchiashvili said. He emphasized
that cooperation with the EU is based on
mutual obligations, which Georgia is ful-
filling logically and sequentially.

Darchiashvili downplayed the EU
ambassador’s critical remarks, asserting
that these micro-level decisions will not
hinder Georgia’s European integration
efforts. He highlighted Georgia’s ongoing

reform agenda and commitment to EU
obligations, expressing optimism about
starting negotiations for full EU mem-
bership despite current challenges.
“While negotiations are lengthy and
challenging, we are ready to guide Geor-
gia irreversibly on the path of European
integration,” Darchiashvili said.

Ilia Darchiashvili Meets with
Javier Colomina at NATO
Summit

Foreign Minister of Georgia, Ilia
Darchiashvili, met with NATO’s Special
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Representative for the South Caucasus
and Central Asia, Javier Colomina, dur-
ing the 75th anniversary summit of
NATO.

According to the ministry, the meet-
ing focused on the agenda of the summit
and significant issues pertinent to it. It
underscored Georgia’s participation in the
summit as a reaffirmation of the
country’s successful integration process
into NATO.

“The parties discussed Georgia’s Euro-
Atlantic integration, emphasizing
Georgia’s role as a reliable partner of the
alliance and its substantial contributions
to Euro-Atlantic security,” the statement
read.

The discussion also acknowledged
Georgia’s advancements in Euro-Atlan-
tic integration, particularly in bolstering
defense capabilities, and underscored the
importance of NATO’s practical and po-
litical support.

Issues concerning regional dynamics,
security challenges, and the ongoing con-
flict in Ukraine were also addressed. The
parties emphasized the criticality of en-
hancing security in the broader Black Sea
region as a cornerstone for peace and sta-
bility in the Euro-Atlantic space.

Both sides reaffirmed their commit-
ment to active cooperation in pursuing
shared objectives.

EU4Youth IV: all-Ukrainian Youth Forum on recovery held in Kyiv

n 6 July, the All-Ukrainian
Youth Forum ‘State
Builder: Youth in State Recov-
ery’ brought together nearly 500
key stakeholders and young lead-
ers from across Ukraine to dis-
cuss and strategise on how to
engage youth in the process of
rebuilding the state.
Participants included govern-
ment officials, experts, business
leaders, and representatives
from international organisations
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~= and non-governmen-
‘tal organisations
(NGOs), all sharing
their expertise and
perspectives.
Throughout the
day, various sessions
covered important
topics such as youth
engagement in the
* public sector, the role
of education institu-
tions and businesses
in supporting state
recovery and uniting
Ukrainian youth

Ukraine participated in a key
discussion on supporting youth
through non-governmental
organisations. The National Co-
ordinator presented EU4Youth
IV initiatives and successes,
emphasising the project’s com-
mitment to empowering young
people and supporting their ac-
tive participation in rebuilding
the state.

The event was organised by the
Ministry of Youth and Sports of
Ukraine, All-Ukrainian Youth
Centre, Kyiv School of Public
Administration named after S.
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both inside and out-

side the country.
EU4Youth IV Na-

tional Coordinator for

Nizhny and the Ukrainian Stu-

dents’ League with the support

of international partners.
(euneighbourseast.eu)
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