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Bishop Kirion
A letter from Kharkoff

You already have learnt from the newspapers that Bishop
Kirion has once more been condemned and sent from the
Kharkoff to a lonely solitary monastery. The sufferings of
the aged Bishop at this time was unimaginable. Why should
they thus torture and rescue this man.

Bishop Kirion is a true sympathiser with his people. He is
full of science love and a true Christian, true protector of the
oppressed and what somewhere race they belong. This is the
very reason for his merciless persecution and all the worse
as he hears everything in silence.

The first punishment of Bisho Kirion was his appoint-
ment to an insignificant place in Russia. Several years af-
ter this circumstances changed and he was appointed to the
first monk in the Bishoprie of Orel. A short time afterwards
Kirion exchanged the Bishoprie of Orel for Sukhum with
Bishop Dimitri. Hence Bishop Kirion was invited to the
Synod. In discussions of the question of authocephaly of the
Georgian Church, he defended warmly authocephaly and
displaced great knowledge of history, as Professor Butkev-
ich of Kharkoff University afterwards informs us. At that
time prof. Butkevitch was an ardent opponent of Bishop
Kirion. After this Bishop Kirion was again appointed to a
small place at Kovn. He did not remain here long. Secing
that the high spiritual church looked on him with disfavour,
he resigned Bishoprie and asked permission at Mount Athos.
Upon this the famous VostorgofT said: “He wished to live at
mount Athos, so that he may intrigue with the Turk and re-
move Georgia from Russia.” The Synod forbids him to live



at Mount Athos and sent him to monastery neat Kharkoff,
where he took up his alone last year on April 25th. He was
greatly consoled by a deputation of Georgian students from
Kharkoff University, who came to se¢ him. He expressed his
thanks for sympathy in a beautiful speech.

Here Bishop Kirion lodging consisted of three under-
ground cells so damp that water was down the walls. No
pension was assigned to him and he was content with the
fare of a simple monk. In spite of this Bishop Kirion didn’t
loose courage and was consoled in the proximity near to
University. as he could use its library in addition to his own
5000 volumes. Here he lived seven months and completed a
new work in Russian tongue.

“The Civilising Role of Iberia in the History of Russia”.
Here he also made the acquaintance of various professors
who were deeply interested in his new work and are anxious
to haste its publication.

Though Bishop Kirion spent seven whole month in Curia-
dhis Monastery. only in the eighth month on the 10th De-
cember (0.s) as we knew, the deputy Purishkevitch publicly
declared in the Duma. that Bishop Kirion was present at the
meetings held in the house of the Chidjavadze on the 22th
February (o0.s.) 18th May (o.s.). These imaginary meetings
were followed by the Exarch Nikon’s murder and so on. Do
you not marvel, reader. at such strange falselivion, who has
heard of these meetings and next how could Kirion be in
Tiflis on February 22, when he only resigned the Bishoprie
of Kovno on march 9th and on May 18 can witnessed that
he was officially in the Monastery of Curiadhi and never
blessed someone as abbat (igumen).

Then where did Prishkevitch find such lei. Neverthe-
less Purishkevitch's falsehood of his work cut and joint
two weeks after his speech on Dec 26 the order came out
of Synod that Bishop Kirion was to move from Curiadhis
Monaster to Sanaxaris Mosnastery in the Bishopery of Tam-
boff. Kirion wondered why and for what reason they should
send him in midwinter to a still cold. more solitary monas-
tery. where the railway station is 80 verst distant. He sent a
telegram to the synod and begged to allow him to come to
Peterburg and learn what had happened. A second telegram
came: “The Synod considers necessary that vou should im-
mediately travel to Sanaxaris Monastey. They do not give
you permission to come to Peterburg.”

The day after the receipt of this telegram a guard was set to
watch him and the police were observing everything,

All this had a bad influence on Kirion’s health and he be-
came very weak and almost gave himself to despair.

By the advise of students he again sent a telegram to the
Svnod asking that on account of terrible state of health he
might be allowed to delay his departure till may or if not
that he might be granted shelter in a monastery in the South.
To this a still more peremptory reply came ordering him to
leave at once for the appointed monastery. There was noth-
ing for it but to obey fate and on Jan. 10th he sat out. As he
felt weakly, T went as far as Moscow with him, noticed that
wherever we went there were stranger who watched and fol-
lowed as like convict.

In Moscow we saw Prof. Khakhanashvili and Bishop
Kirion showed him his new works which Khakhanashvili
promised to have published. We also saw the famous N.N.
Dunovo who was deeply grieved at this undeserved pun-
ishment and gave advice, various councils. As time passed
Kirion became worse and worse ailing until Jan 16, when
he entered the Golifzin Hospital at one o’clock. On the 17th
when I went to hospital I was informed that they have taken
away the Bishop. I asked why. where, what for in amaze-
ment. The doctor informed me that the night before at two
o’clock the police wanted to take away the Bishop but the
hospital authorities would not allow it. At 8 in the morning
the Pristav came with his assistants and asked the doctor if
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it was possible or not for the Bishop to travel. The doctor
replied that “although he was very weak it might be possible
for him to travel.” Upon this the Pristav ordered the Bishop
to dress quickly and to go with him. They put him in the
carriage and drove away with him. The doctor didn’t know
where and why.

I informed Prof. Khakhanashvili of what had taken place
and then N.N. Dunovo, who immediately hasted to learn
the news. On a short time we heard that from the hospital
Bishop Kirion had been taken direct to the railway station
and sent to Sanaxaro Monastery with two guards.

The nest day I went to N.N. Dunovo’s again and was al-
most weeping at this severe treatment to the Bishop and
wishes to know if Georgian society could do nothing to save
him. It is necessary, said N.N. Dunovo, that every Geor-
gian Bishop should enquire of the government why Bishop
Kirion is thus persecuted and then this will be an end of
it. He also told me that the assistant inspector of Moscow
University Bogoiabovsky was asking with Vistorgoff about
Kirion’s groundless persecution and Vostorgoff replied:
“I will drown him and all Georgia with blood.” Upon this
Mr. Balashov a member of a Moscow newspaper, who was
present at the moment said: Bishop Kirion may cemplain of
these words of Vostorgoff. may call me as witness.

After this on myv return to the Kursk Railway station jan-
darmes seized me, a police official related to me own jour-
ney and menacing me said: tell me where you have been or
I shall arrest you. It is all the same, we know everything. If
you know. replied 1. then why it is necessary that I should
tell you. They handed me testimony and finally let me go.
Thus ended Bishop Kirion’s journey.

G. Mousvenaridze”
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“Dear Bishop of Gibraltar,

The sad news from Georgia of the persistent persecution
of ancient Iberian Church and its clergy has moved me to
appeal to you. I do not know if you personally are in touch
with the Russian Synod but, in any case, no doubt yvou are
acquainted with English churchmen who are I feel sure that
vou will use vour influence to interest them in the spiritual
state of their Georgian brothers and to try to obtain justice
for them.

Bishop Kirion after suffering degradation and exile has
been imprisoned in a distant Russian Monastery. Although
he is well up in years and in horrible health. he was forced
to travel in the depth of winter and his request to be allowed
to go to St. Peterburg to answer any accusation which might
been against him was refused. He fell ill in Moscow but was
drugged from the hospital by the police and made 1o con-
tinue his journey. He is the author of several literary works
of merit and much beloved by the people.

Bishop Leonid perhaps the most esteemed of the Georgian
clergy was subjected to a domiciliary search and removed
from his see.

Archimandrite Ambrose. an eloquent preacher has been
degraded and exiled to a Russian monastery and many of
the local clergy have been dismissed and punished.

The only reason for this persecution is that the Georgian
clergy unanimously support the autocephaly of their church.
which has existed for 15 centuries. The accusation of in-
stigating the murder of the Exarch Nikon, brought against
them by the notorious Russian reactionary, Purishkevitch is
too fantastic and infamous to be considered.

The great enemy of Georgian church, the missionary ar-
chiipriest Vostorgoff. was in Moscow. heard to declare that
he would “drown” Bishop Kirion and flood all Georgia with
blood’. He has recently received the order to ST. Peterburg
from the Tsar.

This persecution of their church is alienating the people
from the Orthodox faith. Many even discuss the advantages
of changing religion. Two villages in Cakheti have become
Baptists. This is a carious symptom in the people whose
church has never known heresy or sectarianism.

The whole Georgian nation is naturally roused to indigna-
tion. Meetings of the nobles have been held in which the fear
expressed that the mass of the people would be alienated
from the Orthodox Christian faith if the highest hierarchs
continue to be arrested and exiled without trail.

At Kutais, in the beginning of March some of the most
notable men in the country were imprisoned and threatened
with exile for the taking part in such a meeting. but I see¢
from the latest Tiflis papers that several of them have now
been revealed.

From the enclosed translation of an article* by Prof. Tsa-
gareli of St. Peterburg University, a Priory Counsellor of the
Empire you will see what an expert has to say about the
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authochephaly of the Georgian church.

This Christian nation has hold last faith and freedom
through centuries of invasion by Mongols, Arabs, Turks, and
Persians is now like to lose both under the protection of the
great Christian power to whom the voluntarily united herself
a hundred years ago.

I hear that these few facts give but poor ideas of the state
of affairs, but I do not wish to weary you. Please forgive me
for troubling you. I realise my utter helplessness, but I feel
that must do what I can for the brave Georgian people whom
I so much admire and love.

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you again soon.

Yours sincerely,

M.Wardrop.”
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