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CE naunnaetcs ¢ mugpon u serens. MoxHo cMeno

YTBEXKIATh, UTO He GBLIO Ha 3eMJIe MAJO-MANbCKH
0603HATEBHOTO UeJl0BeKa, KOTOPOTO He 3aXBaTHAH Ohl

CcKa3aHus o  Kaskasy ITpomeree
(r A , ap! 3 ZpeBHeit
Koaxuaer — Sere, ero nouepu-sonmeGhuue, Menee, 1 uro,
caMoe raBHOe, CyAbGE 3010TOTO pyHa.
Uro e 370 TaKoe — 3010T0e pyHo? Bhio au oHo

3071070/ WKYPO# BOAWEGHOrO Gapana, HiH 0co6of nopoas

Ha sec so7ora? Uro nonpasymesanocs nox STHMH CroBaNs —
30/10The KDYMHIL, NI0Ay4aeMble BO BPeMs HaMbiBa

niecKa, HIH 30JI0THE NPHHCKH
Koaxuast i cnoco6 1o6biBanks 3070Ta, HaHeceH b Ha
neprament?

Hageproe, Bce 3T Bepcuu He JHmIeHb OCHOBaHHS, KaK H TO,
9TO HCKOHHBIE, DEBHHE IPY3HHCKHE N/IeMeHa — KOJXH H
HGEphl Ha CaMOM JeJie BJajenH GOAbIUIHMH 3HAHHAMH,

OIBITOM, 4TO H SBJISIOCH HCTHHHEIM COKPOBHILEM.

B KauecTse CBHIETeBCTBA MOXHO NDHBECTH COUHHEHHS
JAPEBHErPEYeCKHX H DHMCKHX aBTOPOB — [omepa, lechoxa,
Teponora, Keenodonra, Tlayrapxa, Linuepora, [Lnnus
Crapuwero, Tauuta u ap. O6 sToM e TOBOPAT H yueHble
HAWHX JHefi, KOTOPble B ONHH r0A0C YTBEPIKAAIOT: NPEKH
TPYSHH CHABHJHCh KaK HCKYCHHE METalTyprH, a;aToBasTent,
SHATOKH H3TOTOBJIEHHS 1eKAPCTBEHHBX CHAZOGHH,

, , KapTorpagu...
C OTJIACHO rpeyeckoit Muconorin, [Tpometedi moxaan

OTOHb y GOrOB H MEPENAN €ro JIONAM, HAYWHB HX
BAANETh HM, OH OGYYHJI HX DAasHUHBIM peMeciaM H HayKaM,
B TOM uHCIe, " . 3a
Gnaronesnus Ipomeres Hakasam...

ProHaBTH, OTGOpHEfiILIHe My*XH DANafk, YCTPEMATIOTCR
K Geperam Koaxuas 3a 3070ThM PYHOM, €cTh CpeiH HHX
H repoit Tepakn — no HEKOTOPHIM MHpam

‘ o

CPaBHHTb HX repOHYeCKHH MOABHI? Toxanyi, ¢ Beunoit
YCTPEMICHHOCTDIO Jiofelt K BEHKOM LeaH,
4, CBOH 3HAaHHS, CBOIO BOCTOMHYIO MyADOCTb, 5TO
3 B €30/I0TOM pyHe»,

Menen npenoarecra 3anazy. Ona necer caoft Zap BOJILEGHHIB
¢ Geperos pexn ®asnca, Gupwel pyGexom mexny Asued
H EBponofi, ¢ 6oasmof TIaMeHHOI M0G60BBIO B Cepale, HGO
POCTKH 3HaHHS He cMoryT PacmycTHTbCS Ha WyKOHHe
Ges 711068H.

Menes srann or POAHRK, Ha 3anage 3an0xHAa
OCHOBB! MEAHIHH, JPYTHX HAYK, PACNPOCTPAHHAA SHAHHE
H onwit, CBOHMH . Bee sto

HE T0MbKO He npuiecio ymepGa Koaxuze, HaoGopor,
TIPOCIIABHIIO K CHHCKA/IO YBaXKEHHE BO BCEM MHpe.
Toxsnry Mpomeres, Gosbuias 1 3a0cuacThan
110608b SIcota n Menex npeBpaThIHCS
B BEUHYI0 H HETEHHYIO TeMy MHPOBOVl TepaTypsi. Bemomiim
Towepa, Munxapa, Scxura, Enpunnaa, Anonsona Pogocekoro,
Banepus ®aaxxa, Osnans, Ceniexy, [lante, Koprens, e,
HYH

HAPOILHBIX CKasHTeneR: Menelo MOXHTHAH, HO 3010T0e
PYHO ocTaocs..
U Bot, cniycrs ThCAeNeTHS NHTAHBHE, OXBaueHHbE
TBOPYECKHM NOHCKOM MOJIOAbIE SHTY3HACTH H3 TGHIHCCKOrO
0

< now
ropoa Mot (®aiica)  TpysHckoro Mopekoro mapoxonersa
COOPYHAH CYNHO APEBHEKOAXCKOrO 06pasiia, Raspap ero
«30710T0€ pyHO> H COBepUINAHN MyTelwecTBHe Mo eAeKAM
ApeBHKX AeTenn 10 HCTophueckol Koxne,
B 1970 rony 301070 pyHo» conepuinio nyremectsme
10 pexaw Kenpina—Pronn (Illopanann—Kyrancr—.
—Baun—Tloh), a8 1971 rony — no Ueprowy mopio
(Torn—Batymn—Taeoctomn™—Anakama—Onamunpa—
—Cyxymu—Tlotn), o6oian Bee e mecra, rae, nepostho,
co6h < Mngh 3010ThiM

pyHoM.

9101 n0xox «3010T0r0 pyHa wHpoKo ocsemancs
BCECOI03Hofi H pecny6anKanckoft npeccof, paao
TeJeBHAeHHeM, a ¢ moMowsio ATTH o noxone Y3HaJIH H 32
PyGexom.

¥ «301010r0 pyna» nosisuamch nocsenoBatenn: Gbiio
pr 10106HEX «Jem>
(Kyrancn—TTotn; 1971 r.), «Menes» (T6unnen—Baxy; 1974 r.).
Bun cospan kay6 MyTeLIeCTBeHHHKOB-HeKaTened TTY
«3on010e_pywos” (380028, TIY, dakynsrer KypHATHCTHKH,
T. 230053, 1970), a rakie wemaynaponumi MOSOReXKHE
Jareph «30a010e pyios (380015, Tonancekoe mope,
T. 86-44-58; 1973); anasormunsic kayGe u narepn s Kyraucn,
Torn, Batywmn, Capnw, Cyxymn u Hnuymze.

4 BOHCTHHY ONpaBxBaIT CBOE HMs — coBepLIAOT
RYTELIECTBHA 110 PORHOMY KPalO, SHAKOMAT C HHM BCex,
XT0 AlCkpeHiiie Xouer ysHaTh W WsyuHTh KyauTYpy, MildponorHio,
MPOLLJIOE 1 HacToslee Hawefi poauHH. TposoasTes Mononexnbe
PB — «Oroms [T , «[loxon .

«Toxnuenne 30101010 pynas . 1.




last but not least, in the golden fleece.

What was the golden fleece? Was it indeed the skin of a
golden ram or a breed of long-wool sheep, resulting from
popular selection and valued like gold? Or perhaps it was a
device for separating gold from the sand of mountain rivers,
or else, a parchment with rules of mining the precious metal
in the secret deposits of Colchis.

The golden fleece was probably all these, or a term
epitomizing the great treasure of knowledge and experience
undoubtedly possessed by ancient Georgian peoples -
Colchians and Iberians.

at the ancestral tribes of modern Georgians were
advanced in metallurgy - the working of gold and other
metals, the preparation of medical remedies, cattle-breeding
and husb; A igation an is attested to by
Greek and Roman authors: Homer, Hesiod, Herodotus,
Xenophon, Plutarch, Cicero, Pliny, Tacitus, and others, and
confirmed by modern scholars. According to Greek mythology
Prometheus stole fire from the gods and brought it to men,
teaching them how to use it. He also taught mankind
various sciences and crafts, shipbuilding and navigation
Prometheus was punished.
T he Argonauts - the picked heroes of Hellas ~ sailed for

Colchis. Among them was Heracles, the deliverer of
Prometheus. The Argonauts' quest of the golden fleece i
reminiscent of man’s eternal striving after great causes,

Medea brought to the West the golden fleece or a great
treasure of knowledge — Oriental wisdom. She brought this
knowledge from the shores of Phasis, or from the boundary
of Europe and Asia, together with her overwhelming love of
Jason, for the plant of knowledge could not thrive in a
foreign land “without love.

Far from her motherland, Medea initiated
medicine in the West, and imparted other knowledge. Far from
heina a loser. Colchis became famous in the world. The feat of

Prometheus, the intense and ill-fated love of Jason and
Medea constitute perennial themes of world literature:
Homer, Pindar, Aeschylus, Euripides, Apollonius Rhodius,
Valerius Flaccus, Ovid, Seneca, Dante, Cornaille, Shelley,
Goethe, Grillparzer, Akaki Tsereteli, Jean Anouilh...

«Medea was carried off, but the golden fleece remained
herer — one may hear these words spoken in this country
even today.

A few thousand years later, a team of enthusiastic
youths of Thilisi State University = supported by the
city of Poti (Phasis) and the Georgian Steamship Line
built an ancient-Colchian type ship, which they named
«Golden Fleecer, and sailed along the route of legends to
historical Colchis.

I n 1970 the «Golden Fleece» sailed down the Qvirila and
the Rioni (Shorapani-Kutaisi~Vani~Poti), and in 1971 she
visited the sites along the Black Sea coast (Poti-Batumi~
Paliaslomi~Anaklia—Ochamchire—Sukhumi—Poti) where the
events connected with the mythical golden fleece conjecturally
took place.

The cruise of the «Golden Fleeces was given broad
coverage by the Republican and All-Union press, radio and
television. Through the APN news agency information about
the cruise was diffused abroad.

All this naturally stimulated further the interest in our
youth in the heroic past and ancient culture of their
motherland, as well as in navigation and sport.

The «Golden Fleece» found followers Youth

ditions  w ized: «Aeetes» (Kutaisi-Poti, 1971),
+*Medea (Tbilisi-Baku, 1974); the Thilisi State University
Colden Fleece» Club of Adventurous Travellers (1970); the
Thilisi International Youth Camp «Golden Fleeces (1973),
and analogous clubs and camps in Kutaisi, Poti, Batumi,
Sarpi, Sukhumi, and Pitsunda

These clubs and camps fully justify their name: they
organize journeys in the country, give guidance to all desirous
of becoming acquainted with the culture, mythology, history,
and present-day life of Georgia, youth festivals are being
organized with such programmes as «Prometheus’ Fires, «The
Expedition of the Argonautss. «The Carrying off of the
Golden  Fleece ete
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«Jlef0, panu Hero Mul AepsHyaH B CTOMb TpyAHMI mycTHTECH
To Mopio myrs, HaHmBas nox Gpemeliem cTpaist TskenoR.
Hunie 7erko coepuiciio npu_coneficramn nesst pasymoft.
JleBy, coraacho Keaambio ee, yBOXY s 3aKOHHOM

B 1ox csoit enoft. Ba e Bee sammmaire ce, neefi Axen
BHIls nOMOULKHILY B Heli G1aropoyio 1 Beex bae Taie

ATIOJIVIOHHU I POZIOCCKHY,
APTOHABTHKA, TMECHb YETBEPTAS{,

90.

For now the task for which we dared this grievous
voyage, toiling with bitter sorrow of heart, has beon
lightly fulfilled by the maiden’s counsels. Her ~ for
such is her will - T will bring home to be my wedded
wife; do ye preserve her, the glorious saviour of all
Achaea and of yourselves.

APOLLONIUS RHODIUS
ARGONAUTICA, BOOK 1V, P. 307,
LCL, LONDON, 1955
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MAP OF COLCHIS, BY T. GABASHVILI, 1738 (FRAGMENT)
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<KOJIXOBA». IPAB/IHUK
B IPHMOPCKOM CEJIE
CAPITH

THE +KOLKHOBA. FESTIVAL
IN THE COASTAL VILLAGE OF
SARPI
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«Kro cebe apyaell He HILeT, CAMOMY ceGe OH Bpar».

\rBepmaaer Pycrasenn. BOHCTHHY, MCIOKOH BEKOB FpySHbi
ChaBAaCh ADYKGOH H TOCTENDHHMCTBOM, C DACPOCTEpTHMK
OGBATAAMH BCTpeNaT Apyaell, CTPaHHHKOB.. [L0OpC
oman0BaTh B CTPaHy 3010TORO pylia, «AprOHaBTE> HOBOTO
spevein! TIycTo nyTs, NpoiIeHHb BaMu, CTAileT OKUBACHHOR
MeRAYHAPOAHON TPACCOR TyPHIMA, COCANNAIONIEH Gepera
Sanams 1 Koaxuas

COl03 )KYPHAJIMCTOB TPY3H
TPY3UHCKOE MCTOPM‘!E(,KOE OBLWECTBO

«He who does not seck a friend is his own foes, says Shota
Rustaveli. And indeed; the Georgians have from time immemorial
sought their relatives and friends, receiving friendly visitors with
pure heart and outstretched arms. Welcome, Argonauts of

the new times, to the Land of the Golden Fieece. We hope

your visit will lay the foundation of a future regular international
tourist route between ancient Hellas and Colchis~Tberia

UNION OF GEORGIAN JOURNALISTS
GEORGIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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