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President Zourabichvili Hosts Iceland’s President

Guoni Joh

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he President of the Repub-

lic of Iceland, Guoni
Jéhannesson, paid an official
visit to Georgia.

The welcoming ceremony for
the President Johannesson was
held at the administration of the
President of Georgia.

Georgian President Salome
Zourabichvili, held both one-on-
one and expanded meetings with
Guoni Johannesson. Following
these meetings, joint statements
were issued to the media.

“We discussed the current
situation, focusing on its hu-
manitarian aspects, and agreed
that the most important thing
today is solidarity with the people
of this country. Iceland, as a
founding member of NATO, and
Georgia, which aims to integrate
into NATO, share a common
spirit to strengthen peace, sta-
bility, and freedom on the Euro-
pean continent. Together, we
discussed the increased role of
security and stability in the
Black Sea in the strategy of the
Alliance.

Together with the president,
we also discussed in detail the
dire situation of the occupied ter-
ritories of Georgia and the cur-
rent challenge, new steps, the
new military base in
Ochamchire, which Russia an-
nounces as a project; the trans-
fer to Russia represents new ag-
gressive steps towards Georgia
and destabilization steps in the
direction of the Black Sea.

It is appreciated that Presi-
dent Johannesson expressed his
desire to visit the occupation line
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and get to know the severe face
and consequences of the Russian
occupation on the spot,” said
Salome Zourabichvili.
According to the President of
Georgia, they also talked about
climate change, management of
natural crises, and the potential
of Georgia-Iceland business re-
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lations.

Guoni Johannesson noted
that Iceland welcomes Georgia’s
desire to join NATO.

“Georgia has great poten-
tial, and we in Iceland are
ready to cooperate with Geor-
gia and the Georgian people in
various fields. All the aspects

annesson on Official Visit

you mentioned have actually
been considered by us. When
we talk about bilateral rela-
tions, in this regard, we fully
support Georgia. Also, we wel-
come Georgia’s desire to join
the Euro-Atlantic Alliance.
We are ready to support you
in this direction as well,” said

the President of Iceland.

The visit of the President of
Iceland will last for 3 days. Dur-
ing this time, he will visit the
occupation line and meet with
the Chairman of the Parliament
and Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze.

President’s Veto on Election
Code Changes is in
Parliament for Consideration
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By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he President presented mo-

tivated remarks regarding
the changes in the Election Code
to the Parliament.

During the March 5th Bureau
session, the issue of the
President’s veto was referred to
the Legal Affairs Committee.
Following the committee’s delib-
eration, the issue will be submit-
ted to the plenary session for
voting.

To override the veto, 76 votes
are required, and the parliamen-
tary majority has already agreed
to support it.

In her motivational remarks,
the President proposed to the
Parliament that the authority to
select and submit candidates for
the CEC (Central Election Com-
mission) chairman and member-
ship be returned to the President
of Georgia. This change was in-
troduced in the election code last
year when the authority of the
president was transferred to the

chairman of the parliament.

Additionally, with motivated
remarks, Zourabichvili proposed
to the Parliament the appoint-
ment of the Chairman of the
CEC. A three-fifths majority
shall be defined for the election
of professional members. If a
candidate fails to receive the
votes of the majority of 3/5, the
candidate with the majority of
1/2 shall be elected for a term of
6 months.

To ensure a high degree of
trust in the CEC, the President
emphasized the importance of
retaining and equipping the
deputy chairman elected from
among the members of the CEC
appointed by the opposition par-
ties with appropriate powers.

Regarding the exercise of the
authority of the CEC chairman
in their absence, the President
proposed to the parliament that
this authority be exercised by
the non-party deputy chairman
elected by the parliament. In the

CONTINUED ON Page 2



P2 Politics/ Economics
Exchange Rates: US Dollar - 2.6586;

The Messenger
GBP - 3.3730;

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2024

Euro - 2.8851; 100 Russian Ruble - 2.9184; Swiss Franc - 3.0000

President’s Veto on Election
Code Changes is in
Parliament for Consideration

CONTINUED FROM Page 1

absence of the non-party deputy
chairman, the authority would
then be exercised by the deputy
appointed by the opposition
quota in the CEC.
Amendments to the Election

Code were adopted on February
20th. The new amendments to
the Code envisage a change in
the procedure for electing the
CEC chairman and members
and the cancellation of the post
of the CEC deputy with the op-
position quota.
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Prime Minister
Kobakhidze Highlights
Government’s Role in
Maintaining Peace and

Stability in Georgia

The Prime Minister of Geor-
gia, Irakli Kobakhidze, stated
that the government maintains
peace and stability through ef-
fective policies. Kobakhidze ex-
pressed that despite the chal-
lenging environment Georgia
finds itselfin, they have success-
fully upheld peace, calmness,

and stability within the country.
He attributed this achievement
to the effective policies imple-
mented by the government. Ad-
ditionally, he offered special rec-
ognition to the law enforcement
structures for their quiet yet ef-
ficient efforts in maintaining
peace and safeguarding the na-

tion against potential threats.
“Although we have to exist in
a very difficult region and there
are many challenges around us,
you can see that we are main-
taining both peace and calm-
ness, stability in our country,
which is the result of the effec-
tive policies that our government

is conducting. Special thanks go
to the law enforcement struc-
tures, which work quietly but
efficiently to ensure peace in the
country and protect the country
from any such threats,” said
Kobakhidze.

Twelve NGOs Appeal to
European Commission-
er for Mid-term
Evaluation of Georgia’s
Reform Implementation

Twelve NGOs appealed to
Olivér Varhelyi, European Com-
missioner for Neighbourhood
and Enlargement, to consider the
possibility of preparing a mid-
term evaluation of Georgia’s
implementation of the recom-
mendations.

According to the organiza-
tions, this will significantly help
increase the quality of govern-
ment accountability, transpar-
ency, and inclusiveness of re-
forms.

“We are aware that, accord-
ing to established practice, the
European Commission annually
evaluates the process of reform
implementation by the enlarge-
ment countries. However, we
believe that a publicly available
mid-term evaluation would sig-
nificantly contribute to the rapid

and efficient conduct of the re-
form process.

A positive experience in this
regard was the interim oral re-
port of the European Commis-
sion on June 23, 2023, which
played a positive role and gave
impetus to the authorities to
take certain steps. The interim
report proved to be an important
supporting tool for civil society
in the process of monitoring the
implementation of the recom-
mendations.

Based on the above, in order
to promote and accelerate the
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reform process, the signatory
organizations request you to con-
sider the possibility of preparing
an interim assessment of the
implementation of the recom-
mendations by Georgia. We be-
lieve that this will significantly
help increase the level of govern-
ment accountability, transpar-
ency, and inclusiveness of the
reform process, and facilitate ef-
fective supervision. Your sup-
port in this matter will make a
significant contribution to the
realization of our common goals,”
the joint statement reads.
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Young European Ambassadors in Georgia hold

networking eve

ver 130 Young European

Ambassadors (YEAs) gath-
ered in Thilisi on March 1 for a
Bi-Annual Networking Event in
Georgia, joined by EU Ambas-
sador to Georgia Pawel
Herczynski.

The networking event aims to
build up team spirit, connections
between new and more experi-
enced YEAs, and to engage them
in activities to improve their soft
skills while working on their
action plan for 2024.

During the event, young
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people outlined
y concrete plans for
their work in the
coming year, in
line with the pri-
orities set by the
EU-funded EU
NEIGHBOURS
East regional com-
munication
programme and
the EU Delega-
tion to Georgia.
In December
2023, the EU
NEIGHBOURS
4@l east programme
{ welcomed 657
¥ new YEAs, in-
Al cluding 98 in
™ Georgia, bringing
its network to a

w members

total of 1,162 active YEAs.

The Young European Ambas-
sadors (YEASs) initiative is a vi-
brant, voluntary, non-political
communication network con-
necting and building bridges of
friendship among young people
from Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, the Republic
of Moldova, Ukraine, and the EU
Member States and the United
Kingdom. The aim of the net-
work is to raise awareness about
the EU’s cooperation with its
Eastern partner countries,
showcase the tangible results of
this cooperation, contribute to
policy dialogue on various topics,
help increase civic activism and
work together for a better future.
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@The Messenger welcomes your
contributions. If you are
interested in submitting an
article or news item please
contact.

All contributions should be
submitted by e-mail.

The Messenger Georgia’s
English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.



