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Issues of historical geography of Shida Kartli; Georgia’s noble families and holy land; Bolshevik
repressions and the Georgian Orthodox Church; Unknown episodes of prominent scientists and
clergy; Human trafficking in late medieval Georgia and its severe consequences; Russia’s co-
lonial policy in the Caucasus through the eyes of foreign travelers. This is an incomplete list of
topics that the author of the book has been researching for years. The readers got to know the
research compiled in the collection through scientific periodicals at the time. Some of the essays
were reworked, some things were corrected. The main part of the scientific articles refers to the
ancient part of Georgia - Shida Kartli, so it was decided to gather them in a single publication.
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London, 1832, p. 1; Roger O. De Keersmaecker, Charles Leonard Irby
1789-1845, James Mangles 1786-1867, http://www.egypt-sudan-graffiti.
be/Captain.htm.



30M&30 LMLOO3ZNTXN 275

2930l ,,b53mggmboli (32 bo@dobobom s 250 dg-
d@dm@om), bgando hopogds. jmbiboli ©s3930l ©s
46 bo®bs>bbosbo g@gas@ ol (Volontaire) o@yggggools
‘3990092, d5B™Mbo 0Md0 YoEsgoes dobosMg Mom ©y
s 3ao@obyg. ofgesb ol od@ybs 0byanolido, Le-
o3 390894 6796mb so@gliol ©s3ydmdol dglisbgo.
d30mg bobdo oo jgmog Lodbgodem Lodboby@do
25300dobgls.  hodenb  0@do  3o30¢ob  mbgerolinsb
9OmoE, (3930 ,o09b@0 64 (Ardent) dmb@ggowgml
Fobsowdwgy 1807 Faools 0gdgdgemol  Lod®demgoe
JnJdggdgdl g90ms," Lowsi bygdydee  ©oo-
@o. Aol dgdga, M3 dM0Fbgegdds dmb@ggowgm
05045396, 0060 Lobendo ©odOYbs. MmydiEs msgol
36mxgbogao  Loddosbmds  3gameg aoopa@dgens.  Lo-
653 @90@gbob@ol Fmegdsls doowgdws, 1808 {anols
13 0®mddg@dl, @odwgbody mgols dsbdognbg o@do
Jboby@mdes ,,39momo 0dgools 3mbibbg. bedsgn-
00 ,,0Md0Es* doogme dmbsfoagmds M3g@s05do
539030 dgoosds@gdygamo  bmdsaols  Fobsswd-
©9a, OM3genbgz 100 Igd@dmeno 0dymggdbmws ©s 17
bo@dobbom ogm semdg@goeno. 1814 Fanols 7 0gboll,
do@mMbo 0®d0 o0bodbs bmdsgne mgdbols 32 (the
Thames) dgmog@se, ogo sdogg bmdsgrom  sbhogno
MO gobols Fobsomdwgy dnfymdoan  9Jl3gooosdo
dmbofoggmds, dgdpgy msgobogg mbemgbom, «sb-
IOmgaomdols 3OMdagdgdol aodm 1815 Fanols dsoldo
00b653©gdmds  oBMZa. hodmb  @gmbs®o 0Mdo
2oMs0(3g0s 1845 Fanols 3 ©0g39d0g@L. 1816 Fevols

519  Royal Naval Biograthy By Jhon Marshall, Vol. III, Part. II,
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521 Bierbrier M. L. Who Was Who in Eguptology, 2012, p. 353.
522 Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 36, Malthus Mason,
London, 1893, p. 33-34.
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523 Royal Naval Biograthy By Jhon Marshall, Vol. III, Part. II,
London, 1832. p. 4.

524 TRAVELS in EGYPT AND NUBIA, SYRIA,AND THE
HOLY LAND including A JOURNY ROUND THE DEAD SEA < AND
THROUGH THE COUNTRY EAST OF THE JORDAN BY THE HON.
CHARLES LEONARD IRBY, AND JAMES MANGLES, COMANDERS
IN THE ROYAL NAVV. LONDON, 1847. fstenb gngmbo®o o®dobs
s x90dl dobygenliols 3bmgdgdol s dmwgsfgmdol globgd.
ob. The Hon. Charles Leonard Irby and James Mangles, commanders in
the Royal Navy, London 1844, reprint London 1985;Martin R. Kalfatovic,
Nile Notes of a Howadji, London 1992; Richard Hill, A Biographical
Dictionary of the Sudan, London 1967; Morris L. Bierbrier, Who was
Who in Egyptology, 2012; Royal Naval Biography, vol. IV, part I, London
1833; Gentleman’s Magazine, C. L. Irby, Obituary, May 1846; J. Mangles,
Botanical collector, Australian National Botanic Gardens, Biography;
Plants & Fungi: Rhodanthe manglesii Mangles’ everlasting; Roger O. De
Keersmaecker, Elkab-The Rock Tombs, volume IV, in Travellers’ Graffiti
from Egypt and the Sudan, Mortsel, Antwerpen, 2005.
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Unknown Episodes of the Lives of
Prominent People

About One Unknown Letter of Ivane Javakhishvili
(Preserved in Gori Archive)

Since 1921, after the occupation of Georgia, the coun-
try was gripped by Bolshevik terror. The repressions of
the Soviet government affected all layers of society.

Many representatives of the “unreliable” intellectual
elite became victims of this kind of terror. The family of
Ivane Javakhishvili, founder of Georgian historical sci-
ence, founder of Thilisi State University, was no excep-
tion in this respect. The documents preserved in the Gori
district archive give us a clear idea of the heavy pressure
the great scientist was under. As can be seen from the doc-
uments in our hands, the property of the rector of Tbilisi
State University was requisitioned even during the Men-
shevik government. Mensheviks opened a school in the
house belonging to Ivane Javakhishvili in the village of
Khovle, and after the establishment of the Bolshevik gov-
ernment, together with the school, local Revkom also re-
sided in the Javakhishvili residence. On August 15, 1922,
Ivane Javakhishvili appealed to the People’s Commissar of
Internal Affairs with a request to return the house. On the
instructions of the central government, the local commu-
nity executive committee made the transfer of property
even more difficult. The decision of the presidium of the
Akhalkalaki community’s executive committee is con-
firmed by one document, which is a list of owners whose



298  The Unknown Pages of the History of Shida Kartli

property was confiscated in the Akhalkalaki community.
Ivane and Giorgi Javakhishvili are indicated in the men-
tioned list, whose house was confiscated by the decision
of the Executive Committee 1923. III, No. 14. The note
mentions that their house was destroyed. This was used
as a kind of trick in order for the authorities to find jus-
tification for confiscating the Javakhishvili residence and
transferring it to the state property, according to one of
the government’s resolutions. There is another document
from which it can be seen that the government hand-
ed over the residence of the Javakhishvili family to the
Khovle school. Giorgi Javakhishvili (younger brother of
Iv. Javakhishvili) living in Khovle is named in the men-
tioned list, who was deprived of his house by the deci-
sion of the Land Revcom No. 14 (it is the same house that
the documents presented above refer to), 2 mills, 1 piece
of Vermorel apparatus, the document is accompanied by
notes, where it is mentioned that the Javakhishvili’s res-
idence was transferred to the Khovle school. The docu-
ment dates back to 1924. Iv. Javakhishvili’s life and work
researcher S. Jorbenadze, based on the conditions of the
political conjuncture in that period, avoids talking about
the pressure under which a great scientist had to work.
S. Jorbenadze writes: “Soviet authorities in Georgia with
V.I Lenin’s direct instruction, implemented a careful, cau-
tious attitude towards the Georgian intelligentsia and, of
course, towards its biggest heartland - Tbilisi University.”
After the establishment of the Soviet government, Iv. Ja-
vakhishvili met with government representatives and as S.
Jorbenadze notes, he received certain guarantees from the
government. Mamia Orakhelashvili promised Iv. Javakh-
ishvili complete inviolability. However, the relationship
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between the government and Thilisi State University soon
changed. S. Jorbenadze considers the reform initiated by
the People’s Commissariat of Education to be the reason
for the tension in the relationship, which, in terms of the
organization of higher education institutions, he opposed
Iv. Javakhishvili’s opinions. This was the reason why Ivane
Javakhishvili resigned from the position of rector on Jan-
uary 26, 1923. However, with the great determination of
the university professor and after the People’s Commissar
of Education D. Kandelaki’s intervention, Ivane Javakh-
ishvili became rector on March 30, 1923. Ivane Javakh-
ishvili’s protest was not only due to the reform started in
the education system. The Bolshevik government open-
ly persecuted the scientist, the basis of which was Didi
Mamulishvili’s clearly expressed national position and
inviolable principles. The request of the commissioner of
public education to Ivan to agree to be elected as rector
was determined by taking into account the mood of the
Georgian intelligentsia. The authorities avoided open ac-
tion against the intellectual elite gathered in the univer-
sity, this compromise was dictated by certain tactics. The
campaign launched by the Bolshevik authorities against
the great scientist reached its peak in the 1930s. It was
at this time that Iv. Javakhishvili was “exposed”, which
resulted in his expulsion from the university.
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Unknown pages of the life of Kristopore Tsitskishvili,
Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia

After the arrival of the Bolshevik government in 1921,
Georgian society found itself in an extremely difficult sit-
uation. Repression hit the country. As a result of the pres-
sure of the atheistic government, the Georgian Church was
placed in unbearable conditions. Covering the interests of
the workers, the Bolsheviks attacked not only the Ortho-
dox Church, but also various religious minorities.

On April 15, 1921, the Revolutionary Committee
of Georgia adopted Decree No. 22, articles 14 and 15 of
which stated: “No church and religious community has
the right to own property. They do not have the right to
a legal personality, all the property of church and religious
communities in the Republic of Georgia is declared public
property.” As this document shows, the Bolsheviks left the
church without any rights, and religious communities lost
the prospect of obtaining legal status. The Bolsheviks start-
ed looting the Orthodox churches. The campaign started
against the church took a hysterical form. By forming the
so-called “Union of the Godless”, the Bolsheviks declared a
merciless fight against the Orthodox faith and the clergy.
The campaign of the leaders of the Uezds and the Revcoms
subordinated to them was not limited to discrediting the
church. Party activists seized church property. The repres-
sions of the Bolshevik government hit not only the clergy
of the lower hierarchy, but also the pastors of the Orthodox
Church.

The campaign started against the church took a hyster-
ical form. By forming the so-called “Union of the Godless”,
the Bolsheviks declared a merciless fight against the Ortho-
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dox faith and the clergy, which caused great indignation in
the society. The repression of the clergy took such a severe
form that the church servants themselves gave up their
clerical work. They took cowls off with their own hands.
It became fashionable to excommunicate priests, the clergy
often did this voluntarily to avoid the wrath of the author-
ities. The Bolsheviks refused to hand over plots of land to
priests working in rural churches, leaving them without a
source of income. They were forced to refuse church ser-
vices.

The Bolsheviks carried out brutal terror against the Ca-
tholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia Ambrose Khelaia. The
government also created divisions in the church circles and
recruited a number of higher church hierarchs. On June 13,
1922, a meeting of the Catholic Council was taking place
in the Patriarchal Palace, where “Cheka” representatives
arrived and announced that Catholicos was being taken to
the chairman of the Cheka for questioning. The patriarch
handed over the temporary management of the church
to the Bishop of Manglisi-Urbnisi, Kristopore Tsitskishvi-
li. On November 17, 1922, the authorities confiscated the
Patriarchal Palace from the Orthodox Apostolic Church of
Georgia. Patriarch Ambrose remained under house arrest.
On January 13, 1923, by the decision of the Extraordinary
Commission of the Georgian SSR (Cheka), Catholicos-Pa-
triarch Ambrose of All Georgia and the entire composition
of the Catholic Council were imprisoned. The temporary
government of the church passed into the hands of Kris-
topore Tsitskishvili. As mentioned, the Bolshevik govern-
ment caused a split among the church hierarchs. One part
of the high clergy was irreconcilable towards the occupa-
tion authorities. Their representatives were brutally perse-
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cuted by the Bolsheviks. And one group of clerics preferred
cooperation and dialogue with the authorities. It was this
group that was led by the future Patriarch Kristopore, who
believed that it was inevitable to make concessions with
the Bolsheviks in order to save the Church. Kristopore
Tsitskishvili was supported in terms of dialogue with the
Soviet authorities by such high officials as: Davit Katchakh-
idze, Nestor Kubaneishvili, Svimeon Chelidze. The afore-
mentioned group considered the text sent by Patriarch Am-
brosi to the Genoa Conference as the reason for the terror
carried out by the Bolsheviks against the Georgian Ortho-
dox Church. It is known that the Catholicos-Patriarch of
All Georgia Ambrose (Khelaia) fell victim to the terror car-
ried out by the Bolshevik government. The tortured high
priest died on March 29, 1927. The patriarchal throne was
occupied by Christophorus III, whose enthronement took
place on October 14, 1927 in Svetitskhovloba. Christopho-
rus’ candidacy was acceptable to the government. In a let-
ter sent to the Central Committee of the Communist Party,
according to Vladimir Dekanozov, the responsible instruc-
tor of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Georgia, a confrontation took place between the supporters
of Patriarch Ambrose and Christopher at the church meet-
ing where a new patriarch was to be elected. The advantage
was finally gained by Christophorus’ group. Supporters of
Ambrose left the church meeting as a sign of protest. As
Dekanozov notes, the new patriarch Christophorus ex-
pressed sympathies towards the Bolsheviks and sharply op-
posed the members of the Menshevik government. Despite
being loyal to the existing government, the new patriarch
soon found himself under Bolshevik pressure. The author-
ities started a new phase of the fight against the church.
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As of 1928, the number of active churches decreased from
1450 to 350. The number of worshipers is from 1600 to 300.
In 1928, the “Union of Fighting Atheists” was established
in Georgia, and in 1930, the Anti-Religious University. On
October 1, 1928, Catholicos-Patriarch Christophorus III
was forced to write a letter of protest to the Central Execu-
tive Committee of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia
and condemned the violence against the church by the au-
thorities. The government confiscated the house in Surami
from the ruler of the Church of Georgia. In January 1930,
Catholicos appealed to the Central Executive Committee of
Georgia with a request to return the house and homestead
plot, to which he received a positive response, although the
local authorities, in particular, the Executive Committee of
Surami, did not return the property to him. Because of this,
on February 2, 1930, the patriarch sent a letter to the chair-
man of the executive committee of Gori district with the
following content: “My children and I have a house in Sur-
am, which the local executive committee sealed for us and
suggested that we leave it. We asked about the confiscation
of the house to C.E.C, which tolerated our request and de-
cided to return the house to us. Nevertheless, the Surami
Executive Committee has not handed over the house to us
yet. Please give a proposal to the decree, to those who still
have it, so that the decree of the C.E.C can be implemented.
2/11 30 Tsitskishvili.” It seems that this request did not yield
results and Catholicos-Patriarch Christophorus requested
the return of the property to the S.F.S. of the USSR and
Transcaucasia. He repeatedly appealed to the chairman of
the C.E.C of the Republic, Mikha Tshakaia. In the letter
we read: “My brother Kirile Tsitskishvili and I had our
houses confiscated in January of this year in the village of
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Gori district. In Japinauri (part of Surami), because we are
servants of the cult and for this reason we belong to the
category of kulaks. They evicted my daughter Elena from
my house and banned us from living in Surami. I asked the
C.E.C of the USSR to return my house to me, and the C.E.C
agreed to meet my request by the resolution of January 16
of this year, which was written to the executive commit-
tee of Gori, but this resolution has not been implemented
locally even today, although my wife, Elene Tsitskishvili,
asked the executive committee of Surami about it. He was
also evicted from his house. My brother Kirile Tsitskishvili,
who was a local priest. He and his children belong to the
category of the poor, and if he was a priest until now, he
was a priest according to the wishes of the believers, and
he also relied on the Soviet laws, which allowed him to be
a priest. No other crime led to this in front of the Soviet
authorities, and no other reason for his emigration from
Gori region is found. Please order that the decree of C.E.C
be carried out on this share from January 16 regarding my
return of my house. At the same time, I ask the Soviet au-
thorities to return this completely harmless and poor man,
my brother Kirile Tsitskishvili, to his home with his wife
and children, and to return his property of a small value
that was confiscated.

Catholicos-Patriarch Christophorus Tsitskishvili.”

The mentioned letter has a messy note, written with a
pencil: “As it turned out, the property was not returned to
Catholicos Tsitskishvili. Because he did not appear in the
Surami council to receive it. The Council has a decree by
the local community executive committee to return the
property. As for the brother of the Catholicos, Kirile, he
was exiled, but he settled in the house of his own free will.
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(...)” the said letter of Catholicos is dated March 14, 1930.
He has such a note in the form of a resolution “Secr. (proba-
bly should be written “secretly”), the Executive Committee
of Gori District should be asked for explanations about this
issue.” The resolution has a pasted signature, in our opinion
it should belong to the addressee of the letter, Mikha Tskha-
kaia. It seems that C.E.C’s decision was not implemented
by the local authorities. It was delayed to give property to
Catholicos. This is confirmed by another letter of Christo-
phorus Tsitskishvili dated April 14, 1930. “To the chairman
of the C.E.C of All-Georgian SSR

Statement from the Catholicos-Patriarch

Christophorus

In January of this year, I submitted an application to the
C.E.C of the All-Georgian SSR, requesting to make a decree
to return to me a house with its yard and a garden-vine-
yard (the garden-vineyard is 0.13 dessiatin in size), which
is located in the village of Japinauri, part of Surami. This
house was seized by the Executive Committee of Surami,
my daughter, who was living there at that time and was
sick, was evicted and forbidden to live in the Surami district
under the threat of deportation. To this extent, I am pre-
tending to dekulakiseed, but no prodiction can be done in
0.13 dessiatin of garden-vineyards, this is clear to everyone.
On January 16 of this year, the C.E.C of the Georgian SSR
agreed to meet my request and sent a suitable decree to the
Executive Committee of Gori, but the decision was not im-
plemented locally. When I asked the executive committee
of Surami about bringing the case to completion instead of
my children, sometimes they threatened to arrest me and
sometimes they even arrested me. Collectivization of neigh-
boring farms without my garden and vineyard has not hap-
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pened, and if it happens, my garden and vineyard should
also be included and my children, who have the vote in the
elections and who are participants in the house and garden,
will be included, although they live completely separately
and independently from me. Please make an immediate or-
der to hand over the house to me and give me the proper
document to submit to the local authorities. Spring is al-
ready in force and neither I nor anyone else can work on
my garden and vineyard. The case has already been decided
by C.E.C and it only needs to be completed. Citizen Ca-
tholicos-Patriarch Christophorus, April 14, 1930.” The let-
ter of the Catholicos is accompanied by a note: “I have sent
a statement of the same content to the chairman of C.E.C
on March 6 of this year, and to the Secretariat of C.E.C on
March 14. There was a promise to implement the resolu-
tion, but it is still refused locally. Cat.-Pat. Christophorus.”
Based on the Catholicos-Patriarch’s statement, the Central
Executive Committee of Georgia sent a letter to the Exec-
utive Committee of Gori District. The document marked
“Secret” is dated April 1930 (no number is written). He signs
the letter sent to Gori from the central government. Gover-
nor of the Secretariat of the C.E.C Presidium of All-Georgia
Zhghenti and Governor of the secret part Gogichaishvili.
The letter is accompanied by the aforementioned letter of
the Catholicos-Patriarch, addressed to M. Tskhakaia. In
the letter forwarded to the Executive Committee of Gori
District, we read: “The Secretariat of the Presidium of the
Central Committee sends you the statement of Catholicos
Christophorus regarding the transfer of his house and land.
On the instructions of the chairman of the Central Com-
mittee, please urgently provide an explanation, reason of
the failure to comply with the resolution and instructions
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of the Central Administrative Court. Appendix: one. sheet
pres. of C.E.C Governor of the Secretariat Zhgenti, Gover-
nor of the secret part Gogichaishvili.” Secretary of Gori lo-
cal executive committee L. Parkadze instructed S. Nasarid-
ze to investigate the mentioned issue. This is evidenced by
one of the documents, where it is mentioned: “ To comrade
S. Nasaridze, personally go to the place and check wheth-
er C.E.C’s decree on the return of Catholicos Tsitskishvili’s
confiscated property has been fulfilled.”

S. Nasaridze studied the issue of confiscated property
of the Catholicos-Patriarch on the spot and sent an official
card to the Executive Committee of Gori District with the
following content: “According to your decree, I checked lo-
cally the execution of C.E.C’s letter regarding the return of
the property of Catholicos Tsitskishvili. Decree of the local
executive committee in Surami Council April 2 of this year
and No. 38/II the Surami Council did not comply, because
after the adoption of the decree in the Council, no one
came forward to hand over the property, and it will be im-
mediately handed over to Tsitskishvili or his representative
upon the announcement. As for the return of the property
of Kirile Tsitskishvili, the brother of the Catholicos men-
tioned in the statement, the circumstances are as follows:
Kirile Tsitskishvili was evicted from the village, only now
he returned without permission and settled in his house.
The council has no intention of harassing him, only his
property has not been confiscated and he has nothing. S.
Nasaridze, 17/1V/ 1930.

On April 26, 1930, the Executive Committee of Gori
District sent a letter to the Central Executive Committee of
Georgia based on Nasaridze’s service card. In the document,
which is classified as “secret”, we read: “In response to your
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letter regarding the statement of Catholicos Christopher
regarding the return of property to him, the District Coun-
cil will inform you that in order to fulfill your decision, a
decree was issued against the Stalinist local executive com-
mittee, which independently issued the decree to Surami
Council. April 2 of this year and 38/s. As a locally verified
order of the local executive committee, Surami Council did
not comply, because no one came forward to hand over the
property of Catholicos Christopher after the adoption of
the decree, and it will be handed over to Catholicos or his
trustee immediately after such announcement. As for the
return of the property of Kirile Tsitskishvili to the brother
of the Catholicos mentioned in the statement, the circum-
stance is that Kirile Tsitskishvili was evicted but returned
to the village without permission and settled in his house.
Sas. The council has no intention of harassing him, only
his property has not been confiscated and he has nothing.”
(The last part of the letter is copied from S. Nasaridze’s of-
ficial card)

The letter is signed by the Chairman of the Executive
Committee of Gori District S. Tskhovrebashvili and the
Secretary of the District Executive Committee L. Parkadze.

In the end, it is not known whether the Catholicos-Pa-
triarch Christophorus regained the confiscated property or
not. Despite many attempts to settle relations with the So-
viet authorities, the ruler of the Georgian Orthodox Church
could not avoid the wrath of the Bolshevik regime. Chris-
tofore Tsitskishvili did not live long, the patriarch died on
January 10, 1932.
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Issues of Historical Geography of Shida
Kartli

Common Ownership of Ksani, Borders

At the beginning of the 14th century, the estates of the
nobles of Ksani (Tskhradzma gorge) expanded even more.
The loyalty of Eristavi Shalva Kvenipneveli of Ksani to King
Vakhtang III (1299-1309) played a big role in this. As is
known, Vakhtang had a conflict with his brother Davit VIII
(1273-1311). The nobles of Kartli were divided into two
camps. A part of them supported Prince Vakhtang. Among
the supporters of Vakhtang was Shalva Kvenipneveli. Because
of this, David VIII marched to Ksani Saeristavi and raided the
estate of the opposing Ksani Eristavi in Tskhavat. Vakhushti
Batonishvili writes: “While King Davit came down to Tsveli
in Tschaot and destroyed the estate of Kvenipnevelis, the seer
and ruthless Kvenipneveli wooed Eristavi Ahmad of Kartli in
order to escape with the king.” For his faithful service, the
king gave him a number of estates, including Atseriskhevi and
Bekhushe in the northeastern part of Little Liakhvi gorge.
“Savakhtango” mentioned in Georgian historical sources, in
our opinion, included the villages in the upper part of the
Little Liakhvi gorge. The princely estate belonged to Vakhtang
III, who gave Atsriskhevi and Bekhushe included in Sa-
vakhtango to the faithful Ksani Eristavi along with other es-
tates. This is where the influence of Ksani Eristavis begins to
spread in the Little Liakhvi gorge. According to a document
dated 1348, the son of Salare, son of Mikha, whose identity is
unknown, bequeathed the village of Karbi in the Little Liakh-
vi Gorge to his niece, the son of Largveli of Tsitlosan-Kveni-
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pneveli. The influence of the Ksani Eristavs on the upper part
of the Little Liakhvi gorge in the second half of the 18th cen-
tury became even stronger after Shanshe Eristavi rebuilt the
Vanati castle. In the same century, Atsriskhevi fortress was an
important place of defense for the nobility of Ksani. In the
second half of the 18th century, one of the residences of the
Ksani nobles was the village of Beloti in the Little Liakhvi
gorge, where Iulon Batonishvili settled after the abolition of
the Ksani nobles. According to Vakhushti Batonishvili, Giorgi
Kulaghasi, son of Ksani Eristavi, built the palace in Beloti. In
the Russian censuses of the 19th century, the serfs of the Ksani
nobles lived in the villages in the upper part of the Little Li-
akhvi gorge, including Zonkari, Atsriskhevi, Vanati and Bel-
oti. Along with the Georgians, the Ossetian residents, who
were in the service of the Ksani nobility and had settled from
the North Caucasus, lived in a fragmented manner. As we
mentioned, the influence of Ksani nobility spread in the Little
Liakhvi gorge from the beginning of the 14th century. In the
following centuries, the descendants of the owners of the
Tskhradzma ravine further expanded the borders of their
principality. A document dated 1532-1534 confirms the own-
ership of the Ksani nobility in the village of Satikhari in the
Little Liakhvi Gorge. In the next century, the Ksani nobility
had serfs in the village of Kordi in the Little Liakhvi gorge,
which they donated to the Patriarchate in 1616. According to
the census of 1818, serfs belonged to the Ksani nobility in the
village of Mereti in the Little Liakhvi gorge. The nobility of
Ksani owned serfs and estates in Ditsi as well. in the villages of
Little Liakhvi gorge according to D. Gvritishvili’s observation,
the Ksani Eristavis had serfs in the following villages: in
Satskhenisi (Satskheneti), Edem city, Beloti, Atseri gorge,
Zonkari, Zemo Shuatskhviri, Kvemo Shuatskhviri, Siata,



GIORGI SOSIASHVILI 311

Zemo Chaparukhi, Kvemo Chaparukhi, Shua Chaparukhi,
Tsipori, Zemo Shanbiani, Kvemo Shanbiani, Adzvi, Tighva,
Tlia, Abakhi, Tergvisi, Khoshuri, Albiri, Eltura, Inauri, Gvilisi,
Chardakhi, Avnevi, Edisheri, Plotrisa, Dvalura. Lachauri, Jar-
iani, Mshkhlebi. However, there is some inaccuracy in the list
of the mentioned villages, because Tigva and Avnevi are vil-
lages included in the Prone gorge. Instead of Jariani, it should
be Jariasheni. This village is not part of Little Liakhvi gorge
either, it is a village of Mejudi gorge. The Mejudi gorge also
includes Adzvi. At the beginning of the 15th century, the
boundaries of the principality of Ksani nobility were further
expanded to the southeast. Their influence also spread to the
villages of Mejudi gorge. What is confirmed by the Gujari
dated 1470 is the deed given by Shalva Kvenipneveli to the
Largvisi monastery. Shalva Kvenipneveli also planted vine-
yards for the Largvisi monastery in Mejudi gorge. It seems
that the expansion of Shalva Kvenipneveli’s estate was not
limited to the construction of Akhalubani in the Mejudi gorge
and the Little Liakhvi gorge in the adjacent lane. Shalva
Kvenipneveli also owned the village of Satskheneti, located in
the upper part of the Little Liakhvi gorge, which was initially
found in the sources under the name of Satskhumeti, and it
was the name indicating the upper part of the Little Liakhvi
gorge. Gradually, the Eristavs of Ksani got a firm footing at
Gverdisdziri. According to ]. Gvasalia’s explanation, the area
between the Little Liakhvi and the middle of Mejuda was
called ,,Gverdisdziri”. At the beginning of the 11th century, in
the deed given to Svetitskhovli by Melkisedek Cathalicos, one
part of Gverdisdziri, the place on the left bank of the Little
Liakhvi gorge, was called “Kubiti” and it united several villag-
es on the eastern slope of Shambieti mountain. Later, “Kurbi-
ti” was narrowed down and this name was chosen only for
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one village. The desire of the nobility of Ksani to expand their
dominion by taking over the villages in the east of Saeristavo
and Gverdisdziri, as well as in the Little Liakhvi gorge, was
not accidental. According to E. Takaishvili, there were several
branches of Eristavs in the Ksani gorge, consisting of Largveli,
Kvemo Ipneveli and Virsheli. It will be closer to the truth if
we say that the above-mentioned Virsheli, Largveli and Kve-
mo Ipneveli were Khevisupals before the formation of Ksani
Saeristavo. It was in their confrontation that the
Tskhradzmiskhevelni won and became the head of the Saeri-
stavo of Ksani, and some Khevisupals, including Virsheli, died
in this battle. The Eristavas of Ksani aspired to take possession
of the estates of the Virshelis on the eastern side of Saeristavo.
Virsha Archangel Cathedral and Virsha village are mentioned
in many documents of the 15th century. Presumably, the pos-
session of the Virsheli family also included the site of the vil-
lage, which was later acquired by the Kvenipneveli, who be-
came the Ksani nobility. In the late feudal period, the villages
of Gverdisdziri were owned by the nobility of Ksani. The arza
drawn up by Davit Eristavi of Ksani in the name of Erekle II
dates back to 1771. Eristavi of Ksani asked the king of Kartli
and Kakheti for tax concessions, including the villages of
Gverdisdziri. According to the data presented by D. Gvritish-
vili, the following villages belonged to the Ksani people in
Gverdisdziri: Adzvi, Kveshi, Dudeti, Kitsnisi, Marana, Plavi,
Plavismani, Artsevi, Shatatgori, Ikorta, Ortevi, Mere, Lapachi,
Snekvi, Kekvi. However, in this list, such villages are also
named, which are not located in Gverdisdziri. e.g. Marana,
hunchback. At that time, the Ksani nobles owned the villages
across and beyond the Little Liakhvi River. They had estates
in one of the tributaries of the Little Liakhvi, in the gorge of
Potnisa. Gudisi and Dvalura located at the head of Little Li-
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akhvi gorge belonged to the Eristavs. They owned the Ksani
gorge, the Mejudi gorge, the villages of Gverdisdziri and Vake,
including Marana, as well as Kitsnisi and Karaleti. The eri-
stavas of Ksani had two households of serfs in Tskhinvali and
owned large vinyards in Dudeti (probably this should be
Dodoti, it was located west of Tskhinvali near Tbeti. The
Ksani Saeristavo bordered the estates of the Pavlenishvili fam-
ily in the northwest, from here the road went to Tskhinvali.
According to D. Gvritishvili, the road from Akhalgori went to
Mejvriskhevi (Akhalgori- Ikoti-Kanchaveti-Kolot-Kvitkiri
gorge-Isroli gorge-Mejvriskhevi). And from Mejvriskhevi,
you could go to Tskhinvali through Gverdisdziri, and then
through the Pavlenishvili lands. The Ksani Eristavs had their
Mouravs in the territory of Saeristavo, including: Mejuda,
Mejvriskhevi, Gverdisdziri, Little Liakhvi, etc. In the 17th
century, at the expense of cutting off the Ghazneli family, the
Ksani erstavis took possession of Kolot-Kvitkiri, adjacent to
Isroli gorge, to the east of the Ksani gorge. In the 17th century,
Iese, the Eristavi of Ksani and Andukapar Amilakhvari elimi-
nated the Ghazneli family name and divided their estates. Ko-
lot-Kvitkiri was taken over by the Ksani Eristavs. At the end
of the 18th century, based on the population census materials,
as D. Gritishvili researched, the villages belonging to the
Ksani Eristavs were: in the Ksani gorge; in the Tskhradzma
gorge; in Karchokhi gorge; in Zhamuri gorge; in Churti gorge;
in the Alevi gorge; in Sapersheti gorge; in Kolot-Kvitkiri
gorge; in the gorges of Lekhuri, Isroli and Mejuda; in Gverdis-
dziri; Little Liakhvi gorge. However, there are a number of
inaccuracies in the villages of Saeristavo mentioned by Davit
Gvritishvili. e.g. Kekhvi (Great Liakhvi Gorge) is written to
belong to Gverdisdziri; Avnevi (Prone Gorge) in Little Liakh-
vi Gorge; Ditsi, Kulbiti and Ksuisi (Little Liakhvi gorge),
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Lekhura, Isroli and Mejuda gorges, etc. According to the data
revealed by the researcher, 240 villages (approx. 15,106 in-
habitants) belonged to the Ksani nobility. In the second half
of the 18th century, during the reign of Davit Eristavi of Ksani
(1753-1774), the following gorges of Ksani, Sapersheti of
Alevi, Churti, Tskhradzma, Karchokhi, Zhamuri were in-
cluded in the domain of the Ksani nobility. The nobles of
Ksani owned the great estate in the upper part of the Didi Li-
akhvi gorge. A large part of the Lekhuri gorge, Kolot-Kvitkiri,
Isroli gorge, Mejudi, Tsromi, and Little Liakhvi gorges, as well
as Gverdisdziri. The Ksani Saeristavo from the eastern side
was bordered by Aragvi Saeristavo. According to D. Gvritish-
vili’s observation, the border line started from Mount Lomisi
and extended to the south. The mentioned strip passed
through the mountains of Karchokhi, the mountains of
Tskhradzma-Dadianeti, Tskhavati, Sapersheti, the mountains
of Alevi, the mountains of Sameba and Lortsomni, then the
mountains of Jvarisubani and Delkan-Chonchokhi, the vil-
lage of Sarbieli, the village of Nagomevi, and the mountains of
Mchadijvari (Mchadijvari belonged to the Ksani people), and
Ilzota and Odzisi. In the south, it bordered the Saeristavo
Samukhranbatono of Ksani. Samukhranbatono’s territory
went as far as Odzi, and Odzi’s “northern part of Ksani gorge.”
Saeristavo was bordered by Saamilakhvro. The border of
these two principalities was Tskhvilosi mountain. The
south-western border strip ran from Tezi to the north-west,
followed by Lamiskana, Akhmaji, Bolo, Ereda, Kanchaveti,
Zakhor, Rekha, Mejvriskhevi, Akhalubani, Plavismani, Kara-
leti, Tkviavi. The western border of Saeristavo of Ksani went
from Tkviavi to the Little Liakhvi gorge and reached the es-
tates of the Pavlenishvili family. After punishing the nobles of
Ksani, Erekle II confiscated the estates, but Rostom, the repre-
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sentative of the aristocratic house, as he had not committed
any crime before the king, was left several villages. In ex-
change for the villages in the upper part of the Little Liakhvi
gorge and the Ksani gorge, Erekle gave Rostom Eristavi villag-
esin Vake and Gverdisdziri. Eristavs had serfs in these villages
even before, but in exchange for the confiscated estates, Er-
ekle gave these villages to Rostom. Later, together with Iulon,
the son of Erekle II, the confiscated estates of the nobility of
Ksani were owned by the sons of Giorgi XII, Bagrat and Ioane.
After the establishment of the Russian government in Geor-
gia, the nobles of Ksani demanded the return of the villages
seized by Erekle II. The issue of the transfer of estates belong-
ing to Ksani nobles is related to the letter sent to the emperor
on March 28, 1803, which talks about the supreme decree
signed on September 4, 1802, where the request of the Geor-
gian princes of Ksani aristocracy to return the estates confis-
cated from them by Erekle II is discussed. It seems that the
general assembly of the Supreme Government of Georgia
considered the estates of Ksani nobles to be their undisputed
property and made a corresponding decision. The said deci-
sion was handed over to Pavle Tsitsianov to present to His
Imperial Majesty. In the letter addressed to the emperor, Tsit-
sianov considered that the mentioned estates were owned by
members of the royal family at that time, although they be-
longed to the nobility. The author of the letter added that in
case of transfer of estates to commoners, if it was the will of
the emperor, instead, pensions would be assigned to the mem-
bers of the royal family and thus all problems would be solved.
Attached to Tsitsianov’s letter is the decision of the Supreme
Government of Georgia regarding the case of Ksani nobility,
where, among other things, there is a list of estates, villages
and individual households owned by members of the royal
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family and others to be transferred to nobility. According to
the census of 1804, Ksani nobles owned serfs and estates in
addition to the Ksani gorge: in Gverdisdziri, in Vake, in the
Mejuda gorge, in the upper part of the Little Liakhvi gorge.
These villages were: Beloti, Atseriskhevi, Zardiantkari, Kulbi-
ti, Khashilauri (according to Prof. I. Alimbarashvili, Khashilau-
ri was the name of one of the districts of Mereti), Kere, Tkvia-
vi, Marana, Didi Garejvari, Berbuki, Bershueti, Kirbali, Cha-
marti, Mejvriskhevi, Ghromi, Ardisi, Ashaturi, Akhalisa,
Vartkapi, Vilda, Skhlebi, Tsoldevi, Kolotebi, Ateni, Zonkari,
Plavismani, Plavi, Satskheneti, Charebi, Akhalubani, Kitsnisi,
Kheltubani, Artsevi, Satemo, Sakorintlo, Zerti, Uplistsikhe. At
that time, the Ksani Eristavs had serfs in the village of Avnevi
in the Prone Gorge, as well as in Kvemo Nikozi, Pkhvenisi
and Brotsleti in the Didi Liakhvi Gorge. According to the Rus-
sian census of 1818, the nobility of Ksani owned serfs and es-
tates in: Samtavisi, Kaspi, Zegardi, Uplistsikhe, Sveneti, Kve-
mo Rekhi, Kirbali, Didi Medjvriskhevi, Chamarti, Ghromi,
Little Medjvriskhevi, Akhalubani, Adzvi, Jariasheni, Zemo
Artsevi, Kveshi, Plavisman, Plavi, Upper Nikozi. In the first
third of the 19th century, as a result of the split of the nobility
of Ksani, their common estate was divided into 6 independent
units. The people of Saeristavo of Ksani lived in several places
in the former territory of Ksani Saeristavo. Among them in:
Akhalgori, Odzisi, Iltoza, Korinta, Kaspi, Plavi (Otrevi), Ateni,
Doesi, Rekha, Karaleti, Tkviavi, Gori, Mejvriskhevi, Beloti,
Kwveshi, Ksovrisi, Ikorta, Sabazho.
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Terms Denoting Officials and Social
Content According to the Lapidary
Inscriptions of Shida Kartli

Asomtavruli inscriptions of the 9th-10th centuries,
which have been preserved on the temples in Shida Kartli -
Big and Little Liakhvi, as well as Mejuda and Prone gorges,
contain very interesting information not only about the so-
cio-economic, cultural and political processes taking place
in this ancient part of Shida Kartli. Here we find terms of a
nature that give us a certain idea about the official positions
in pre-feudal Georgia. In the lapidary inscriptions of Shida
Kartli, terms denoting officials as well as social terms: Upali
(Lord), Eristavi, Eristavt-Eristavi, Khevisupali, Mamasakh-

Upali (Lord)

In the inscription made on the upper part of the round
column of the southern facade of the church named after
St. Giorgi of Eredvi, where it is said about the campaign of
the king of Abkhazia, Constantine, to Hereti, the lord of
Kartli, Ivane Tbeli, is mentioned. The inscription of Ered-
vi temple dates back to 906-914. The promotion of Tbels
in the political arena starts from the 9th century. It was
at the beginning of the 9th century that the authority of
the Erismtavar of Kartli was abolished and, possibly, after
that, the strengthening of the strong feudal house of Shida
Kartli, the Tbels, and their gentrification began. The Tbels
take advantage of the expansion of the Abkhazian kings
in Shida Kartli, become their allies, and in return receive
the governorship of Kartli from the Abkhazian kings. The
power of the Tbels reaches its zenith during the time of
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Ivane. The Eredvi inscription does not show when Ivane
Tbeli became the “Lord of Kartli”. Based on the content of
the inscription, he is quite high ranking, he rules Kartli. If
we take into account the fact that in the territory of Kartli
at that time there were a number of feudal clans that ruled
over their respective territories, “Lord” should have been
the highest-ranking institution with official content among
these feudal lords and nobles - the successor of the king.

Eristavi and Eristavt-Eristavi

The term “Eristavi” can be found in the inscription on
the right altar of the south door of the middle church of the
three-church basilica of Dodoti, one of the churches of Didi
Liakhvi gorge.

Ivane Tbeli, mentioned in this inscription, as we men-
tioned above, appears in the Eredvi inscription as “Lord.”
The Dodoti inscription must precede the Eredvi inscrip-
tion, because here Ivane, unlike the Eredvi inscription, is
the owner of the Eristavi name.

Chronologically, it should be close to the inscription of
Dodoti in the inscription on the left bank of the Prone near
Tsorbi, which was discovered by 1. Megrelidze. Ivane Eri-
stavi is also mentioned in the inscription.

Ivane Eristavi, also known as Tbeli, mentioned in the in-
scription of Tsorbi, was more advanced than other nobles of
Kartli, including Pkhueneli and Kanchaveli, and he became
the “lord” of Kartli. As we have already pointed out, in the
inscription dated to the 10th century of the temple of Bieti
located in Mejuda gorge, Ioane, the son of Eristavt-Eristavi
Bakur Kanchaeli, is mentioned. Ioane was at the same time
Eristavt-Eristavi, as well as Lord and Patron.

Mamasakhlisi

In the inscription of Tsorbis, “Mamaskhlisi” is men-
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tioned. Apparently, Mamasakhlisi was an official subordi-
nate to Eristavi and he managed a smaller territorial unit.
However, he had such a privilege that he was mentioned
in the inscription carved at the initiative of Eristavi. Mama-
sakhlises built temples themselves. This is confirmed by the
inscription of the Armazi temple, dated 864, on the upper
side of river Rekhuli, that mentions Giorgi, who started the
construction of the church.

The institution of Mamasakhlisi was quite influential, as
can be seen from later sources. This is confirmed by the
carving of their inscriptions on other temples of Shida Kar-
tli.

Khevisufali

It should be noted that the term Khevisupali can be
found in the lapidary inscriptions of Shida Kartli. In this re-
gard, a sixteen-line inscription found in the village of Chal-
isubani in the Mejuda River gorge contains noteworthy
information. The inscription was first published in 1925.
It is very interesting that in the inscription of Chalisubani,
which was created during the governorship of Konstantine
(923-926), the Khevisupals of Tskhradzma do not mention
the local, hierarchically superior Eristavi.

According to the lapidary inscriptions, not only church
builders, but also those who implement various economic
activities are the freeholders, it is worth noting that in an-
cient Georgia there was a freehold tax.

Patrician

Ivane Theli and his five sons are mentioned in the in-
scription on the right altar of the south door of the three-
church basilica of Dodoti. The son of Tbelis is mentioned
in the four-line Asomtavruli inscription engraved on the
tympanum of the west door of the same Dodoti church.
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At a distance of 10 km from Dodoti, there is a hall church
known as the “Mountain Cross” of Tbeti, whose inscrip-
tions mention members of the Tbeli lineage. One of the in-
scriptions, which is carved on the stone of Balavri, refers to
Patrick Tbeli, the son of Kavtari, and his family members:

We find Patrician as a term denoting the title of an eu-
nuch in 595-605 AD in the inscriptions preserved in the
Cross Cathedral of Mtskheti, the mentioned inscriptions
refer to Stephanos Patrikios and members of his house.
One of them mentions “Stephanos Patrician of Kartli.” In
the second report, in addition to Stephanos, Demetre and
Adarnarse are mentioned with the title, as it can be seen
from the inscription, they had the title of Eupatos. Patrik-
ios, as a term denoting the title of eunuch, can be found in
the Asomtavruli inscription of Abastumni dated 685-711,
where Arshusha Patrician, a Georgian Eristavi, is men-
tioned. We cannot rule out that Patrick mentioned in the
inscriptions of Dodoti was the Byzantine title of the son of
Kavtari, one of the representatives of the feudal house of
Tbeli. No other inscriptions or historical documents of this
time have such a proper name.

We can say that the lapidary inscriptions of Shida Kartli
provide us with very interesting information about terms
of official or social content that were common in pre-feu-
dal Georgia, such as: Khevisupali, Mamasakhlisi, Eristavi,
Eristavt-Eristavi, Lord, Patrician. The inscriptions do not
fully show the meaning, official, or social function of each
of them, but the obtained material gives us a certain idea
about the existing hierarchy between officials and social
strata, which further complements and enriches the infor-
mation preserved in narrative sources or documentary ma-
terials regarding the mentioned issue.
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The Kings of Kakheti and the Preachers of
Mtskheta
(XV-XVI centuries)

As is known, the last king of united Georgia - Giorgi
VIII laid the foundation of the kingdom of Kakheti. The
Kingdom of Kartli began to exist independently, although
the kings of Kakheti retained certain rights in the territory
of Kartli in the XV-XVI centuries, they also had their esta-
tes in Shida Kartli. In addition, the rights of the patrons of
Kakheti extended to the representatives of the administra-
tive apparatus of the Catholicate of Kartli - ,Mtskhetshish-
vili“, namely ,Kadagebi“(preachers). The kings of Kakheti
(as it seems they were given this privilege by Giorgi VIII)
could govern the ,Samtskhetisshvili share” and appoint a
~Kadagi“ (preacher). King Levan of Kakheti is mentioned
in another document in relation to Shida Kartli. This is
the ,,Book of mercy of Catholicos Nikoloz to Gedeon Mag-
haladze® dated 1562-1565. As it is clear from the document,
Catholicos Nikoloz bequeathed Kanachisdze Givi‘s land in
the village of Niabi to his son Romanoz and nephews Davit
and Nikoloz to the Maghaladze Gedeon, which had pre-
viously been given to the Maghaladzes by King Simon. It
can be seen from the document that King Levan was very
grateful to Gedeon Maghaladze for his special contribution
to the upbringing of his son, the future Catholicos Nikoloz.
Preacher Gedeon Maghaladze made a great contribution
to the upbringing and education of Catholicos Nikoloz. It
should be noted that the father of the preacher - Romanoz
Maghaladze was also a preacher of Mtskheta, for whom in
1542 the Catholicos Theodosius Mtskhedlisvili's Mtskheta
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house and land were donated, and Mzevasdze's vineyard
in Dighuami. Apparently, the title of ,,Preacher” was inhe-
rited, because after Romanoszi, his son Gedeon took over
the title of preacher. ,Kadag", as well as representatives of
other auxiliary positions of Catholicos, were ,Mtskhetiss-
hvili“. ,,Mtskhetishvilioba“ as academician Ivane Javakhis-
hvili explains: ,,It was an influential institution next to the
Catholicos.“ The scientist read this term in a manuscript of
the 11th century. They owned a certain part of the esta-
tes owned by the Catholicos. As M. Surguladze points out:
~Being a Mtskhetishvili in medieval Georgia meant the sha-
red ownership of estates belonging to the Catholicos and
the fulfillment of all other obligations related to the estate.
At the same time, being a Mtskhetishvili meant participa-
ting in a kind of deliberative body with the Catholicos - the
Mtskhetshvili together with the Catholic made decisions
about internal organizational, judicial, administrative and
other issues of the church... Mtskhetshvili were given all
the administrative, ecclesiastical and economic positions
connected to the Samtskhetshvilo share at the court of the
Catholicos: carrying the cross, preaching, commanding, be-
ing Meghvinetukhutsesi, being Msakhurtukhutsesi, secre-
tary, bookkeeper, assistant, being Amirajibi, etc. , Kadagi“
or ,,preacher” should be connected with the surname Kad-
agidze, which can be found in Georgian documents of the
15th century. In addition to Kadagidze, ,Kadagi“ should
also be connected with the surname of Kadagishvili, which
is found a little later in the documents and it was derived
from the family name of Maghalassdze. The Maghalasd-
zes were quite close to Giorgi VIII and his successors. The
foundation of the village of Sakadagiano in today‘s Kaspi
district, whose original name should have been Sakada-
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go, should be connected with the name of the Kadagi, the
Maghalasdzes of Mtskheta. The family of Kadagishvili lived
in the mentioned village until the 18th century, which was
formed as a separate family from the Maghalasdze family.
The family of Maghalashvili settled in the village of Me-
tekhi. In 1848, Dimitri Meghvinetukhutsishvili mentions
Aznauri nobles in Metekhi village. At the end of the 15th
century, this territory belonged to the kings of Kakheti. It
was the clerics who were close to the royal family (perhaps
close relatives, otherwise Kvirike Amba-Alaverdeli men-
tioned in the inscription of the Sakadagiano temple) built
the temple named after Saint Demetre with the help of the
kings of Kakheti. On the wall of the Church of Saint Deme-
trie in Sakadagiano, the Asomtavruli inscription mentions
the nun Damiane and his children: Dionise, Thodore and
Kvirike Amba-Alaverdeli.
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Georgian Religious Sanctuaries Abroad and Shida
Kartli

Ksani Gorge and the Holy Land

In the Middle Ages, Georgian nobles had a very active
relationship with the Holy Land. Not only the royal gov-
ernment of Georgia, but also various feudal clans paid great
attention to the sanctuaries in Jerusalem, which is proven
by the donations they made to the monasteries founded by
Georgian clerics. With money sent from Georgia, or with
estates transferred to religious centers in the territory of
our country. e.g. Holy Cross Monastery of Jerusalem had
its properties in different parts of the country, including
in Shida Kartli, in particular village Dirbi, where was the
residence of the Archimandrite of the Holy Cross Monas-
tery of Jerusalem. As it turns out, the clergy of Ksani also
paid special attention to the Holy Cross Monastery in Je-
rusalem, which is confirmed by one of the agapes in the
Tischendorf list of the agapes of the Holy Cross Monastery,
where Shalva Kvenipneveli is mentioned. According to the
“Monument of the Nobles” - Shalva Kvenipneveli was a
figure of the first half of the 14th century. Shalva Kveni-
pneveli supported Giorgi V (1318-1346) the Brilliant. It is
the name of Shalva Kvenipneveli that is associated with the
campaign in Dvaleti and the strengthening of the unruly
Dvales. Agape in the Tischendorf list of the Holy Cross
Monastery is established in the name of Shalva Kvenipnev-
eli, his son Pipa and Pipa’s wife Tamar. The representative
of the feudal house of the nobility of Ksani known by us as
“Monument of the Nobles” names only one Pipa. He was
the son of Shalva Kvenipneveli and it was he who had the
honor of going to the Holy Land on a diplomatic mission.
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Pipa was the youngest son of Shalva Kvenipneveli, who
held a diplomatic position at the court of Giorgi V (more
on that below). The feudal house of Ksani nobles, name-
ly, Pipa and his wife, Tamar, made a certain contribution
to the Holy Cross Monastery. Agape was instituted not by
Shalva, but by Pipa’s efforts. Otherwise, other children of
Shalva would have been mentioned in agape. As a result of
the negotiations with the Sultan of Egypt, which took place
in 1310, by David VIII, the king of Eastern Georgia, as well
as in the beginning of 1311, with the efforts of Konstantine
L, the king of Western Georgia (1293-1327), the Holy Cross
Monastery was returned to Georgians at the end of 1310-
1311. However, as E. Mamistvalishvili notes, the situation
changed immediately after Giorgi the Brilliant became the
king, the Sultan of Egypt started harassing Georgians in Je-
rusalem due to the fact that the king of Georgia had a good
relationship with the Ilkhans. Giorgi the Brilliant, using the
power of the Ilkhans, or threatening to participate in the
new crusade with Catholic Europe with his armed forces,
forced the Sultan of Egypt to make concessions and return
the holy places to the Georgians, however, he soon realized
that the stabilization of the relationship was possible only
through diplomacy and sent his ambassador to the court
of the Sultan of Egypt. The only Georgian source thar tells
us about this is the genealogical chronicle of the nobles of
Ksani “Monument of the Nobles.” According to the author,
the ambassador of Giorgi the Brilliant to Egypt was Pipa,
son of Shalva Kvenipneveli, who took with him deacon Io-
ane Bandasdze. As it turns out, Shalva Kvenipneveli never
helped the Holy Cross Monastery of Jerusalem alone. Shal-
va of Ksani and his descendants built the monastery of St.
Dimitri in Jerusalem. Very interesting information about
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this is provided by Timothe Gabashvili, who traveled to the
Holy Land in the middle of the 18th century. It is worth
noting that Virshel Eristavi is mentioned in the agapg of the
Holy Cross Monastery. Virshel Eristavi should be Virshel
I1I - a figure of the end of the 14th century and the 1620s.
Another representative of the feudal house of the nobili-
ty of Ksani, Amilakhor Kvenipneveli, is mentioned in the
agape of the Cross Monastery.
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From the History of Georgian-Ossetian
Relations

Ossetian Language and Culture in Georgia (Past and
Present)

The friendly coexistence of Georgian and Ossetian
people dates back centuries. The beginning of a close mil-
itary-political relationship with the Alans settled in the
North Caucasus is still connected with the name of king
Parnavaz (IV century BC). It is known that the part of
Transcaucasia, which eventually became the home of the
Ossetians, was not the primary residence of the nomadic
Alans. Today’s Ossetians of Scythian-Sarmatian origin be-
long to the people of Iranian origin, and they moved to the
fields of the Transcaucasia in the early Middle Ages. Mon-
gol invasions dealt a heavy blow to the Ossetians, and they
invaded the North Caucasus Mountains. Before the appear-
ance of the Mongols, the Alan tribes were spread over a
wide area. After the reduction of their habitat, a certain
part of the territory of movement of Alan-Ossians was oc-
cupied by various North Caucasian peoples. The opinion
is expressed that the Scythian-Sarmatian tribes entered the
North Caucasus in two streams. From the 8th century BC,
the Scythians came to the North Caucasus, and in the 3rd
century BC - Sarmatian tribes. This was followed by the
arrival of the Alans, relatives of the Sarmatian tribes from
Central Asia, in the bank of the river Don, the Kuban re-
gion and the Central Caucasus from the 1st century AD.
Finally, the incoming Scythians and Alans assimilated the
local population. This was one of the creators of the popu-
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lation that lived in the area where the Kolkhetian-Kuban
culture spread. As T. Futkaradze notes, in the middle of
the first millennium BC, Scythians with an Indo-Euro-
pean language entered the settlement of the population
with the Iberian-Caucasian language living in the area of
the Kolkhetian-Kuban archaeological culture, a part of
which compactly settled in the settlement of the Ovsetians
speaking one of the Iberian-Caucasian languages/dialects.
Over time, the language of the arrived people dominated
the language of already settled people, however, the lan-
guage of the Ovsetians remained as a substrate layer in the
dominant Indo-European language: “..the Iberian-Cauca-
sian substrate layer can be seen in modern Ossetian in the
form of deaf-sharp consonants and a large vocabulary.” G.
Togoshvili admitted that the modern Alan-Ossetians are
a non-autochthonous ethnic group that came to the Cau-
casus. He writes: “Ossets are Indo-Europeans by language,
and typical Caucasians by culture. “As a result of the pres-
sure of the tribes of the Scythian-Sarmatian descent from
arriva.s, not only the people who spoke one dialect of the
Iberian-Caucasian language, the creators of the Kolkhe-
tian-Kuban culture (the term “Ovsettian” preserved in the
Georgian sources, “Ovsettians” must be the ethnonym for
this ancient people).

Assimilation took place, the Alans settled in the moun-
tains of the North Caucasus later oppressed other peoples
of Caucasian origin and appropriated their territories. To
illustrate this, we can name of Dvals.

A part of the Dvals settled in the plain of Georgia, and
a part mixed with the Alans. In the territory inhabited by
Dvals, the Ossetian language (a mixture of the languages
of the incoming and founding tribes) prevailed. Vakhush-
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ti Batonishvili compared the language of the Dvals to the
Ossetian language: “They have an old language, Dval, and
now they speak Ossetian”. As R. Topchishvili points out,
the process of becoming Ossetians for Dvals was not a si-
multaneous act. The process of their ethnic assimilation
took place over a long period of time (several generations)
and it was mainly carried out at the turn of the XVI-XVII
centuries. In the first half of the 17th century, Georgians
(with Georgian surname) still lived in Dvaleti. The popula-
tion of Dvaleti in the 18th century was already represented
by Alan-Ossians. In the Middle Ages, the relationship of
the Georgian state with the Alans settled in Transcaucasia
had a military-political character. Ossetians often appeared
as an auxiliary force of the Georgian royal government to
solve both foreign enemies and political problems within
the country. Military alliances acquired a defining charac-
ter in the relationship between the two peoples, and the
desire to perpetuate these ties paved the way for dynastic
marriages. It is enough to remember: Giorgi I (1014-1027),
Bagrat IV (1027-1072), Giorgi III (1156-1184), establishing
family ties with the ruling circles of Ossetia.

The military-political ties established with the Geor-
gian government paved the way for the Christian faith and
the Georgian culture emerging from the core of this faith
among the pagan Ossetians living in the North Caucasus.
From the point of view of maintaining the military-political
union, great importance was attached to the integration of
the Alan-Ossetians into the Georgian cultural space, bring-
ing them under the influence of the Kingdom of Georgia.
From this point of view, Christian faith was a powerful tool
for Georgian politicians. The spread of the Christian faith
brought the Georgian and Ossetian people even closer.
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Ossetian queens working in Georgia made a great con-
tribution to the development of Georgian culture. Borena,
the wife of Bagrat IV, is known as the builder of Kappatha,
one of the monasteries in Palestine. In this work he was
assisted by his daughter Martha (the wife of the Byzantine
emperor). On Borena’s order, an inscription was carved on
the gold-plated icon of the Mother of God in the Church
of Christ the Redeener in Lenjeri community in Svaneti.
Apparently, she was a very educated and pious person. The
cultural activity of Giorgi III's wife Queen Burdukhan is no
less important. Burdukhan is mentioned in the inscription
of the icon of the Virgin of Khobi Monastery. According to
the letter of Nikoloz the Catholicos, he took great care of
the Ruisi Cathedral.

The relationship between the Georgian and Ossetian
people rose to a new height during the reign of Tamar
(1184-1210). Growing up in Georgia, Tamar’s husband,
Davit Soslani, was not only an undefeated knight, but also
an educated worker and a great connoisseur of Georgian
culture.

While talking about the spread of Christian faith and
Georgian culture in Ossetia, we cannot ignore the activi-
ties of the Ossetian Theological Commission. Prior to the
creation of the commission, a great contribution was made
to the development of educational work in Ossetia by the
Georgian cleric, Archbishop Ioane, who moved from his
homeland to the North Caucasus. In 1737, he came to As-
trakhan and worked in the Trinity Monastery, and after a
short time he moved to Kizlar, opened a school and started
preaching Christianity. However, the largest educational
activity in Ossetia was conducted by a commission com-
posed of Georgian clergymen. The initiators of the creation
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of the commission were Znamensk archbishop Nikolozi
and Archbishop Ioseb Samebeli. In 1742, the mentioned
clerics appealed to the emperor with the request to create a
commission. The goal of the commission was to restore the
shaken Christian faith in the Ossetians. This was especial-
ly true of the Ossetians living near Kizlar, who used to be
Orthodox Christians and obeyed the Georgian kings. They
also had churches built with mortared stone. It is known
that in 1739 a truce was signed between Russia and Tur-
key, according to which Kabardino was declared a neutral
country. Russia was reluctant to conduct any kind of open
campaign in Ossetia, so it agreed to the missionary activities
of Georgian clerics, thereby disguising its policy.

On the recommendation of Georgian Archimandrites
Nikoloz and Ioseb, in 1744, the Ossetian clerical commis-
sion was staffed with the following members: Archiman-
drite Pakhomi, Abbots Christophore (David Guramishvili’s
brother) and Nikolozi, deacon Giorgi Davidovi in the Di-
ocese of Kazan, archbishop Ivane Semenovi, priest Giorgi
Borisovi. The members of the commission were Georgians.
The mentioned commission, which was composed of Geor-
gian clergymen, started its work in 1745, existed until 1771.
After Russia’s victory in the war with Turkey, the Russian
government revived the commission and replaced the
Georgian clergymen with Russian clergymen. The merit of
Georgian clerics in creating the alphabet for the Ossetian
people is immeasurably great. In this regard, Bishop Gaiozi
of Mozdok (former rector of the Telavi Seminary) who was
trusted by Erekle II and Solomon II, made a great contri-
bution.

The translation of Georgian theological texts into the
Ossetian language played a major role in the process of
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Christianization of the Ossetians. In 1747-1753, Igumen
Grigol translated several Georgian books into Ossetian us-
ing the Georgian church script (Khutsuri). M. Janashvili
confirms the earlier fact of publishing Ossetian books in
Georgian church font. As the researcher notes, he saw an
Ossetian book printed in 1753. Despite the fact that the ba-
sis for publishing Ossetian books was Georgian graphics, in
a short time Russia changed its approach and ordered the
Russian hierarchs in the ecclesiastical commission to pub-
lish Ossetian church books only based on Slavic graphics.
Bishop Gaioz of Mozdok fruitfully continued the work of
translating Georgian theological books. loane Ialghuzidze
(1770-1830) made a great contribution to the educational
activities of Ossetians. loane Ialghuzidze created the Osse-
tian alphabet based on the Georgian alphabet, which was
printed in Thilisi printing house in 1821. However, after
his death, the publication of Ossetian books was stopped
based on the Georgian schedule. On the instructions of the
Russian authorities, in 1844, the French academician An-
dreas Sjogren created the Ossetian script based on the old
Slavic alphabet. 1923-1938 Ossetian script was based on the
Latin alphabet, however, from 1938 in North Ossetia, and
from 1954 in the so-called South Ossetia, Russian graphics
were finally established. In addition to the fact that Geor-
gian clerics were engaged in active missionary work among
the Ossetian people, with the support of the royal govern-
ment, they tried to bring Ossetian youth into the Georgian
cultural and educational space. One of them was the Archi-
madrite Parteni of Ikorta Temple. It is mentioned in one of
the manuscripts of the Ikorta temple dated 1761. Georgian
Archimandrite Pakhom brought up a man named Bakh-
ta from Kurtati gorge, whose Christian name was Bagrati.
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He copied many Georgian books, including Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani’s dictionary. Ossetian Archimandrite Gamaliel
worked in the Ikorta monastery. As loane Batonishvili tells
us in his “Kalmasoba”, he was raised by Anton Catholicos.
The name of Ossetian Gamaliel is associated with the copy-
ing of many books. In the second half of the 18th century,
cultural and educational activities were carried out in Geor-
gia by: Giorgi Jatishvili; Former-Ossetian Vanishvili son of
Vani, deacon; At the end of the 18th century, Former-Os-
setian Neophite, who received the archimandriteship from
Anton Catholicos, also worked in Georgia.

The culture of the Ossetians living in Georgia was in-
spired by the work of Kosta Khetagati, born in Nari. The
great poet who came from the heart of the Ossetian people
took the literary traditions of the native people to a com-
pletely different height. The following continuers of these
traditions were: D. Jioev, G. Bestaut, R. Asaev, N. Jusoit and
others.

In the second half of the 19th century, the Imperial Court
tried to provide Russian education to the Ossetians settled
in Georgia, which obviously served the political interests
of Russia in the Caucasus. To illustrate this, we can call the
fact of the opening of a school for Ossetians in the village
of Roka in Georgia by the Society for the Restoration of the
Christian Faith. The Russian teacher Stsipin was assigned to
Ossetian children at school. The famous folk writer Soprom
Mgaloblishvili wrote about this: “A Russian teacher with
Ossetian children who do not know the Russian language
and speak only Ossetian and Georgian is completely unjus-
tified.”

In the second half of the 19th century, according to the
correspondent G. Liakhveli of Droeba, schools near the
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churches were opened in Didi Liakhvi Gorge, Java, Kosh-
ka, Edisa. The Ossetians who settled in Georgia gradually
entered the Georgian cultural space and shared Christian
customs. From the point of view of their Christianization,
the Georgian language played a big role. It was from the
Georgian language that Christian terms entered and settled
among the people of Os. A clear representation of this is
created by the lexical units related to the Christian faith in
the Ossetian language: Dzuar-cross, Kuiri-week, Tarange-
los-archangel, Morkho-fasting, Baraeskae-Friday, Mikalga-
birtae-Michel-Gabriel, Chiristi-Christ, Mairam-Mary. The
words Alardi-Alaverdi, Dekanoz-Dean, Saniba-Sameba,
Georguba-Giorgoba have also entered Ossetian language
from Georgian.

The Ossetians who settled in Georgia from the North
Caucasus (mainly the Shida Kartli Mountains) preserved
their identity, traditions and culture, although the settled
Ossetians were skilfully used by the hostile forces of Geor-
gia, and this became especially noticeable during the exis-
tence of the first independent Republic of Georgia. In the
Social-Democratic (Bolshevik) Party, a myth was created
about how the ethnic minorities living in the Democratic
Republic of Georgia were oppressed.

How the ethnic minorities were “oppressed” in the
democratic Georgia, we can clearly see with the legislative
regulations developed by the government of the democrat-
ic republic. According to the “State Language of Georgia”
law of October 1, 1918, the Georgian language had the
status of the state language. All proceedings and debates
in the National Council of Georgia had to be conducted in
the Georgian language. The linguistic rights of ethnic mi-
norities were regulated by a separate law. On October 15,
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1918, the Law “Rule of Language Use” was passed, which
added to the Parliament’s Rules of Procedure and defined
the conditions for the use of ethnic minority languages.
Members of the Parliament had to speak in Georgian and
their speech was not translated. Representatives of national
minorities who are members of the Parliament, who did
not know the Georgian language, could give a speech in
their native tongue, which at least one member of the Par-
liament knew. The spoken word should be translated into
Georgian, if at least 15 deputies requested it. The law “On
the use of language in local self-government bodies” adopt-
ed on January 14, 1919 gave even greater rights to ethnic
minorities. According to this law, within the framework
of the self-government, if the ethnic minority was more
than half of the residents, proceedings should be conduct-
ed for them both in the state language and in their native
language. The rights of ethnic minorities living in Georgia
were given a special place in the constitution adopted in
1921. Chapter 14 in this supreme document of a democratic
republic deals with this very issue.

It is clear from the first constitution of Georgia that the
state vision of the highest authorities of the democratic re-
public was focused on the linguistic and cultural rights of
various ethnic minorities living in the territory of the coun-
try, which was clearly reflected in the main document of
the state structure. On August 15, 1989, the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Georgia, as well as the
Presidium of the Supreme Council of the Georgian SSR and
the Council of Ministers of the SSR adopted a resolution
on the state program of the Georgian language. In the 6th
point of the said program it was mentioned: “Creation of
favorable conditions for mastering the Georgian language
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for the citizens living in the Republic who do not know the
Georgian language (financial and teaching-methodical pro-
vision) in all institutions and enterprises.” The 13th point of
the same program was about the teaching of the Georgian
language as a compulsory subject in non-Georgian schools:
“Development of specific proposals on the introduction
of compulsory teaching of the Georgian language in the
non-Georgian schools of the Republic.”.

After the publication of the program for the develop-
ment of the Georgian language, the South Ossetian District
Committee of the Georgian Communist Party and the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the District Council of People’s Dep-
uties adopted a resolution on the state program for the de-
velopment of the Ossetian language on September 4, 1989.

The Ossetian language development program stated the
goals of the Kremlin-inspired Ossetian separatists. The de-
sire to change the status of the autonomous region of South
Ossetia was disguised by the extension of linguistic rights.

The natural continuation of the activation of the lan-
guage policy was the decision of the XII special session of
the Council of People’s Deputies of the 20th convocation
of the South Ossetian Autonomous District on raising the
status of South Ossetia, according to which the South Osse-
tian Autonomous District was transformed into the Auton-
omous Soviet Socialist Republic of South Ossetia. This deci-
sion was made on November 10, 1989, and it was signed by
M. Sanakoev. The transformation of the autonomous dis-
trict into an autonomous republic was followed by another
decision of the XII special session of the Council of People’s
Deputies of the Twentieth Convocation of the South Osse-
tian Autonomous District. The Ossetian language was an-
nounced as the state language in the region: “The free and



GIORGI SOSIASHVILI 337

equal functioning of the Georgian and Russian languages
in the district will be implemented in accordance with the
language policy of the USSR. The issue of the language of
proceedings in the South Ossetian Autonomous District
should be considered the competence of the District Coun-
cil of People’s Deputies, taking into account the specifics of
the region, its ethnic and cultural conditions. Official cor-
respondence between district, republican and union orga-
nizations, enterprises and institutions is carried out in the
common-state language.” This was a kind of ground prepa-
ration by the Council of People’s Deputies of the South
Ossetia Autonomous District for the decision of the XII
special session of the Council of People’s Deputies in 1989
on raising the status of South Ossetia, according to which
the Autonomous District of South Ossetia was transformed
into an autonomous republic. On November 16, 1989, the
Presidium of the Supreme Council of the Georgian SSR ad-
opted a resolution and canceled the decisions made at the
session of the Council of People’s Deputies of the 20th con-
vocation of South Ossetia, which related to the declaration
of the Ossetian language as the state language of the Au-
tonomous Region and the change of the status of the Au-
tonomous Region of South Ossetia (there was also a ques-
tion about the chairman of the Executive Committee of the
Regional Council), as unlawful. However, the struggle of
the separatists for “independence” did not end there. Ac-
cording to the decision of the twentieth convocation of the
fourteenth session of the District Council of People’s Dep-
uties of the South Ossetia Autonomous District on Septem-
ber 20, 1990, the South Ossetia Autonomous District was
declared the Soviet Democratic Republic of South Ossetia.
On September 21 of the same year, the Presidium of the Su-
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preme Council of the SSR of Georgia adopted a resolution
and recognized the decision of the District Council of Peo-
ple’s Deputies of the South Ossetia Autonomous District of
September 20, 1990 as invalid and without legal force. The
resolution is signed by the Chairman of the Presidium of
the Supreme Council of the Georgian SSR G. Gumbarid-
ze. On the contrary, the Ossetian separatists again held a
session of the Council of People’s Deputies on October 16
and once again confirmed the 13th and 14th decisions of
the 15th session of the Council of People’s Deputies of the
South Ossetian Autonomous District, which were canceled
by the resolution of the Presidium of the Supreme Council
of the SSR of Georgia, and considered them legal.

Already on November 28, 1990, the 16th session of the
Council of People’s Deputies of the Democratic Republic of
South Ossetia made a decision to rename the Soviet Dem-
ocratic Republic of South Ossetia to the Soviet Republic of
South Ossetia. The decision was signed by the separatist
leader T. Kulumbegov. Finally, the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Georgia under the leadership of Zviad Gam-
sakhurdia, on December 11, 1990, adopted the law “On
the abolition of the South Ossetian Autonomous District.”
In the city of Tskhinvali, at the instigation of the Soviet
government in agony, at the end of 1990 and from Janu-
ary 1991, an uncontrolled war of Ossetian extremists be-
gan, which resulted in casualties. Dissatisfied with Russia’s
provocative policy, Ossetian citizens addressed an open
letter of protest to United Nations Secretary General Pérez
de Cuellar in February 1991, condemning the enmity and
hatred sown by the Kremlin between Georgians and Osse-
tians. They considered themselves children of Georgia and
proved their loyalty to this country. Despite the fact that on
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September 11, 1990, the Supreme Council of Georgia abol-
ished the South Ossetian Autonomous District, due to the
current situation, on March 4, 1991, the Chairman of the
Supreme Council of Georgia, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, called
on the people of Ossetia to lay down their arms and gave
them guarantees of inviolability. The address was about
preserving the cultural autonomy that the Ossetians had
during the existence of the district. However, the efforts of
the Georgian government did not yield results.

In conclusion, we can say that over the centuries, a close
relationship has been established between the two peoples.
In the 17th-18th centuries, the Ossetians who settled in the
territory of Georgia shared the Georgian culture, although
they fully preserved their language and traditions. Unlike
their compatriots who remained in the North Caucasus. It
is worth noting that the Ossetians living in the North Cau-
casus declared the Russian language along with Ossetian
as the state language according to the 15th article of their
constitution.

The leaders of the self-proclaimed Republic of South
Ossetia made a similar entry in their “Constitution”. In one
part of historical Shida Kartli, which fell beyond the occupa-
tion line, the Ossetian and Russian languages were declared
as the state languages, and the Georgian language was de-
clared as the language of the ethnic minorities in compactly
populated areas (which is more intended to blind the eyes
of the international community, in fact, ethnic cleansing
was carried out in these areas and the Georgian population
was expelled). In Article 4 of the so-called “Constitution” of
the Ossetians living in Georgia, we read:

1. The state languages of the Republic of South Ossetia
are Ossetian and Russian. The preservation and develop-
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ment of the Ossetian language is the most important task of
the state authorities of the Republic of South Ossetia.

2. Ossetian and Russian languages, and in densely popu-
lated areas, Georgian for citizens of Georgian nationality of
the Republic of South Ossetia, are recognized as the official
languages of the state authorities, state administration and
local self-government of the Republic of South Ossetia.

3. People living in the Republic of South Ossetia have
the right to freely study, develop and use their native lan-
guage. In connection with Russia’s encroachment on the
territories of Georgia, the term “creeping occupation” was
established, which means drawing the occupation line in
complete disregard of the norms of international law. If we
use the term: “deadly assimilation”, establishing two state
languages in the so-called constitution of the Ossetians pos-
es a clear threat to the Ossetian language, the material and
spiritual culture, morals, and traditions of the Ossetian peo-
ple.
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Ksani Gorge within South Ossetian Autonomous
District and Population Protest

At the beginning of the 19th century, after the abolition
of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, the Russian government
began to implement the imperial policy, the goal of which
was the integration of different parts of Georgia into the
Russian space and the complete assimilation of the people
living here. The imperial court was interested in the cre-
ation of military-political enclaves in the Caucasus, which
began with the establishment of separate administrative
units for the mountaineers living in Georgia, as well as the
Ossetians who settled in the Shida Kartli mountain range
from the North Caucasus. In 1843, on the instruction of the
Minister of Military Affairs of the Russian Empire, Cherni-
shev, the Governor of Georgia created two administrative
units: Tush-Pshav-Khevsureti and Ossetian okrugs for the
population living in the mountains of eastern Georgia,
which were previously included in the uezds of Gori, Tbili-
si and Telavi. Mountaineers living in the vicinity of the mil-
itary road of Georgia were assigned to the Ossetian okrug.
In September 1842, Golovin visited the Ossetian okrug, the
center of which was Kvesheti. It seemed that it was incon-
venient to manage Java, Maghran-Dvaleti, and Nar-Ma-
mison, inhabited by Ossetians in the upper reaches of the
Great Liakhvi Gorge, from the lower part of the country,
so a mountain okrug was created for the population living
along the military road. In 1843, Ossetian Okrug was divid-
ed into three districts: Java, Little Liakhvi and Nari. Heads
of Ossetia and Tush-Pshav-Khevsureti okrugs were subor-
dinated to the head of the mountain okgrug with special
instructions. The Ardoni gorge (Dvaleti) was also included
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in the Ossetian okrug, and its center was Java. On April 3,
1858, the left wing of the Caucasus Line was created, which
included the Ossetian military okrug in the North Cauca-
sus. Soon, due to its proximity to Vladikavkaz, the district
of Nari, which is part of the Ossetian okrug, was assigned
to this administrative unit, and thus Georgia’s integral
part, historical Dvaleti, was removed from the territory of
Georgia. The Ossetians settled in Georgia gradually devel-
oped a desire to declare the territories occupied by them
as a historical residence, which over time took the form of
a separatist movement. The events that took place on De-
cember 1917 are a clear confirmation of this. On Decem-
ber 15-17, 1917, the second congress of delegates of South
Ossetia, held in Tskhinvali, elected the National Council
of South Ossetia. The National Council of Georgia coop-
erated with the National Council of South Ossetia, how-
ever, the Ossetian separatists provoked the conflict. As L.
Toidze writes: “Social, national and separatist motives were
interwoven here.” On March 19, 1918, Ossetian gangs in
Tskhinvali created a terrible tragedy. The representatives
of the Georgian delegation who came to the negotiations
were killed, and the local civilians were brutally assaulted.
In March 1918, the Georgian People’s Guard neutralised
the uprising of the Ossetian separatists. It is worth noting
that the National Guard units that entered to neutralise the
rebelling Ossetians fought only the leaders of the rebellion
and did not harm the civilians, this is confirmed by the tele-
gram sent by the National Guard Commander V. Jugeli to
the Transcaucasian government on March 23, 1918. As it
turns out, at 3 o’clock on March 22, the Guard units liber-
ated Tskhinvali and its surroundings. The rebels fled in the
direction of Java. In June 1918, the Ossetians living in the
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Sachkhere region organized another uprising, supported by
the Georgian Bolsheviks. The rebels were commanded by
Isak Kharebov. The main goal of the armed Ossetians was
to capture Sachkhere and Chiatura, and then remove the
railway and attack Kutaisi. On June 27, the Ossetians took
Sachkhere. This uprising was not only a rebellion of Os-
setians living in Sachkhere and its surroundings, Ossetians
living in the communities of Kudaro, Kemulti, Tsona, Kor-
nisi, and Okami also participated in it. At the same time,
the Ossetians began to march in Dusheti uezd and took
over Dusheti on June 19, where the Soviet government was
announced on June 26. The authorities of Georgia needed
one month of measures to neutralise the rebels. The up-
risings of the Ossetian separatists did not stop, Bolshevik
Russia was behind them. Such an urpising took place on
October 23, 1919 in Roki district, which was neutralised
by the authorities of the Democratic Republic of Georgia.
However, the separatist movement continued at the insti-
gation of the Kremlin. At the instigation of the Bolsheviks,
on May 8, 1920, the Ossetians declared the Soviet govern-
ment in the Roki region. In the order of the South Ossetian
Revolutionary Committee of June 8, 1920, it is mentioned
that the territory of South Ossetia was subject to the local
Revolutionary Committee. They expressed their readiness
to join Soviet Russia. The anti-state uprisings of the Osse-
tian separatists were followed by a strict response from the
side of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. The National
Guard neutralized the hearths of the rebellion under the
leadership of V. Jugeli.

After the occupation of the First Republic of indepen-
dent Georgia by Bolshevik Russia, the Ossetian separatists
had a favorable moment. The South Ossetia Revolutionary
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Committee, created by the resolution of the Revolutionary
Committee of Georgia, started harassing the villages in the
Shida Kartli mountain range. This is confirmed by a docu-
ment dated May 1921: “A statement submitted to the Gov-
ernment of Georgia about illegal activities of Ossetians in
Georgian villages. Where we read: “In the villages of Vana-
ti, Beloti, Satskheneti and Atsriskhevi, there was the Rev-
olutionary Committee from Tskhinvali, which belonged
to the Tskhinvali Revolutionary Committee. Since these
villages are Georgian villages, the Ossetian Revolutionary
Committee sent militia to these villages and announced its
orientation. So these villagers are shouting, if we remain in
their hands, then we will leave, and that’s what happened,
part of the population got together and went to valley. Os-
setians attacked and robbed several villagers of Didi Liakhvi
valley, including: Georgians living in Sveri, Dzartsemi and
Kemerti. Soon, the idea of creating the South Ossetian Sovi-
et Socialist Republic was outlined by the resolution adopt-
ed at the joint session of the South Ossetian Revolutionary
Committee and Party Committee on September 6-8, 1921.
According to the project adopted by the “South Ossetian”
Revolutionary Committee and the Party Committee on
September 6-8, 1921, the “South Ossetian” Soviet Socialist
Republic should include: from the Racha uezd-Chasava-
li village community, villages: Grusheli, Zemo Kvazha,
Kvemo Kvazha; from Shorapani uezd (villages: Tedeleti,
Jalabeti, Khakheti, Vakhnisi, Tsoisi, etc.). from Gori Uezd
(Tskhinvali community and Okona village; Velevi (for-
mer Dirbi) community and the following villages: Kordi,
Badaani, Velebi, Buguzaant district, Kvatetri, Balaant dis-
trict, Gvirgvina, Tsnelisi, etc. Tamarasheni, Tsunari, Korni-
si, Java, Kemulti, Roki, Ortevi communities (Villages in the
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mentioned community are not named); Beloti (former Dit-
si) community and the villages included in it: Eredvi, Prisi,
etc. Mereti (formerly Satikhari) community and the villag-
es included in it: Charebi, Dmenisi, ~ Snekvi, Khelchua,
Satikhari, etc. Kvemo Chala community and the villages
included in it: Orchosani, Abrevi, etc. Mejvriskhevi com-
munity (the villages are not named); Kheltubani commu-
nity and the villages included in it: Bogebi, Gudiant Kari,
Metesmani, Gduleti, Guchant Kari, Parekhiskhevi, Bichat
Kari, Kedi, Tsinagora, Zemo Bogebi, etc. Lekhuri, Monas-
teri and Akhalgori communities from Dusheti uezd (the
villages included in the mentioned communities are not
named). Gremiskhevi community and the village Jvarisub-
ani included there and etc. Zemo Mtiuleti community and
its included villages: Gudi, Arkhoti, Sokurti-Zhau, Ulakh-
vaz, Urmi village, Ganisi and others. Villages included in
Kobi-Truso district (not named). It should be noted that the
issue of separating the so-called South Ossetia into a sepa-
rate administrative unit was handed over to the People’s
Commissar of Internal Affairs, B. Kvirkvelia, who addressed
the Revolutionary Committee of Georgia with a special re-
port on the matter. The author of the report considered it
impossible to separate South Ossetia from the Gori region
as a separate unit, taking into account the geographical and
economic factors: “South Ossetia as a whole geographical
unit does not exist. There are separate regions inhabited
only by Ossetians, which have no relation to each other.
Neither geographically nor economically. Each of these
districts is an integral organic part of different geographical
and economic provisions. These districts are separated from
each other by impassable mountains, and at the same time
each of them has a completely free outlet only in the valley.
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They are separated from each other for several months of
the year and each of them is economically dependent on
the field with which it is geographically connected.”. Ac-
cording to B. Kvirkvelia’s report, the Ossetians settled in
Georgia: “They live in the following regions: 1) Gori uezd
- village of Didi Liakhvi Gorge. Until the village Kekhvi,
and starting from this village to the south, there are villages
populated only by Georgians, where the number of Osse-
tians does not exceed 15% of the inhabitants.

2) On the Little Liakhvi gorge, until the Vanati village;
Several Georgian villages are located above Vanati, in the
north: Beloti, Ori Khoshura, Satskhene, Atsriskhevi and
others. 3) at the head of the Prone River in Kornisi and Tsu-
nari regions, where the Ossetian population does not exceed
88% of the inhabitants. 4) in Dusheti uezd - at the head of
Aragvi and Ksani rivers. 5) in Racha uezd at the head of the
Jejora River.” Despite the report of the People’s Commissar
of Internal Affairs with such content, the issue of creating
an autonomous unit of South Ossetia had to be finally de-
cided by the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Georgia, the Revolutionary Committee of the Georgian
SSR and the Central Committee of the Caucasian Bureau of
RCP(B). The People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs of
the Georgian SSR forwarded the resolution adopted at the
joint session of September 6-8, 1921 to the Revolutionary
Committee of the Georgian SSR on September 27 of the
same year. However, it was difficult for the Bolshevik lead-
ers of the republic to draw a final conclusion on this issue.
This harmful decision of South Ossetia’s self-determination
was made by the Central Committee of the Caucasian Bu-
reau of RCP(B). On October 31, 1921, it was the Caucasian
Bureau that issued a resolution regarding the creation of
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South Ossetia, not a Soviet Socialist Republic, but an au-
tonomous district. According to the mentioned resolution,
the Georgian Revolutionary Committee together with the
representatives of South Ossetia had to define the boundar-
ies of the South Ossetian Autonomous District. According
to the resolution of the Caucasian Bureau, on November
17, 1921, the Presidium of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Georgia based on A. Jatiev’s and M.
Orakhelashvili’s report, declared Tskhinvali as the center
of South Ossetia Autonomous District. On November 23,
1921, the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Geor-
gian Communist Party approved the composition of the
commission that was supposed to determine the borders
of the South Ossetian Autonomous District. The presidium
proposed to the Revolutionary Committee of Georgia to
include Kakabadze, Shoti and Gagloev in this commission.
Elerdov was also included in the commission. There was
only one Georgian in the mentioned working group. The
commission started working on December 5, 1921. Kirile
Kakabadze was elected as the chairman of the commission,
Sergo Gagloev as the secretary. The declaration of Tskhin-
vali as the center of the South Ossetian Autonomous Dis-
trict, as well as the transfer of the Georgian villages of the
Big and Little Liakhvi, was followed by a fierce protest of
Georgian population living in the Ksani and Prone gorges.
The special commission submitted a report card to the Peo-
ple’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs of the SSR of Georgia,
from which it can be seen that the population living in the
surrounding villages of Tskhinvali was outraged by the in-
clusion of the South Ossetian Autonomous District. They
sent special letters to the People’s Commissariat of Internal
Affairs, they requested to stay in Gori uezd. Meetings were
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held in the villages, where appeals signed by the population
to be forwarded to the government of the Soviet Socialist Re-
public of Georgia were drawn up. On October 21 of the same
year, the Ksani community (Dusheti uezd) also appealed to
the authorities. In the protest letter of the residents of the
Ksani Gorge, we read: “It was revealed to us that the Ksani
community is moving to South Ossetia, and we consider this
completely impossible: a) Tskhinvali is more than 50 versts
away from our community, and it is impossible to walk this
distance due to complaints or various matters, because it re-
quires laborers to travel no less than 3-4 days and will be disas-
trous to go there, while Dushet is 18 versts away from us... no
matter how hard it is, we will not be able to go to Tskhinvali,
and many injustices and our hardships will remain incom-
prehensible to the government. It is also very important that
we have a close relationship with the neighboring villages,
which are located towards Dusheti, because of the estate and
other matters, and in order to resolve the matter with them,
we have to go to Dusheti and experience many hardships
and troubles...Thus, the Georgian population of Gori uezd
categorically demands the same thing, repeatedly, at differ-
ent times, in different ways (in writing or personally through
deputation). It expresses the same desire four times - not to
submit it to the Ossetian government.” Despite the great op-
position of the population, the Ksani gorge, as well as a large
part of Shida Kartli (the Big and Little Liakhvi gorges, as well
as the Prone gorge) were included in the South Ossetian Au-
tonomous District. Even more paradoxical was the fact that
ten years after the creation of the district, the center of the
historic Ksani Saeristavo, Akhalgori, which was the home of
Georgians since ancient times, was renamed Leningor by the
Soviet government in honor of the leader of the proletariat.
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The Soviet Union collapsed, became a part of the past and ,
the names given to cities or towns as a sign of appreciation for
the ideologues of the Communist Party in the Soviet reality
was forgotten. Surprisingly, the name of the ideological lead-
er of the Bolsheviks, V. Lenin, survived only in the so-called
Republic of South Ossetia. The old Georgian Akhalgori in the
occupied Ksani gorge is still called Leningor today. The old
Georgian Akhalgori in the occupied Ksani gorge is still called
Leningor today. During the war of August 2008, the indig-
enous Georgian population from the old villages of the his-
torical Ksani gorge became displaced as a result of the action
of the regular army of the Russian occupation military. The
erasure of the Georgian traces from the occupied territories
by the occupiers and the leadership of the so-called Republic
of South Ossetia in their service did not end only with the
expulsion of the population. There is an onomastic storm, re-
naming of villages and settlements. Many Georgian villages
no longer exist. Monuments of cultural heritage are being de-
stroyed. In order to remove the emptied and destroyed Geor-
gian villages from the territory of Georgia, with the Kremlin's
efforts, the occupation line was passed. The so-called creeping
occupation and the abduction of civilians from villages near
the so-called dividing line continue to this day. Kidnapped
people are taken to the Tskhinvali detention center. In many
cases, we face fatal consequences. A clear example of this is
the kidnapping and transfer of Archil Tatunashvili to Tskhin-
vali in 2018, which ended with his severe torture and death.
We think that the current situation in Georgia, the occupied
territories, the trampling of people’s rights, the destruction of
the homes of the indigenous population in dozens of Geor-
gian villages, should be a cause for concern for the modern
civilized world.
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Russian Colonial Policy in Georgia
Through the Eyes of Foreign Travelers

Russian Policy in Georgia and the Caucasus According

to the Reports of European Travelers
(in the First Half of the 19th Century)

At the end of the 18th century and the first half of the
19th century, many European travelers visited the Cauca-
sus. They were mainly doctors, artists, geographers and
botanists. Europeans interested in the Caucasus mostly
came to this ancient region through Russia. The visits of
travelers were sometimes used by the imperial court for its
own political purposes, and recruited European scientists
also carried out intelligence work. Travelers’ records con-
tain very interesting information about the customs, tradi-
tions, social, religious and cultural life of the people living
in the Caucasus. In the travel diaries of Europeans, the pol-
icy implemented by Russia in the Caucasus, military colo-
nization and the style of Russian government are presented
from a different perspective. In this regard, Ida (Laura)
Pfeiffer, an Austrian traveler who visited the Caucasus in
the first half of the 19th century, attracts our attention. She
was born on October 14, 1797, in the city of Vienna, in the
family of a wealthy merchant - Reyer. She was treated with
special care, because she was the only daughter and at the
same time the youngest among six cousins. 10-year-old
Ida’s father died. The girl was brought up by her mother.
Ida had a desire to travel from an early age. In 1837, Ida’s
mother died. The future traveler inherited part of his par-
ents’ property. It was with this property that he managed to



GIORGI SOSIASHVILI 351

give his children a proper education. In 1838, Ida divorced
her husband. After her children grew up, she decided to
give wings to her childhood dreams and start traveling. His
goal was to visit Jerusalem. Ida Pfeiffer fulfilled her dream
- she traveled to the Holy Land and published her impres-
sions. With the received fee, she decided to continue her
journey and visited many countries, including Persia (in
1848), from where she continued to Armenia, and then ar-
rived in Georgia. She stopped in Thilisi for a while, moved
from Thilisi to Kutaisi via Gori and Surami, and finally left
from Redoubt Kali (Kulevi) to the northern Black Sea re-
gion. She spent more than a month in the Caucasus, from
August 11 to September 13, 1848, and left her impressions
in the form of diaries. In the work of Ida Pfeiffer, a separate
chapter is devoted to “Asian Russia”, for which the traveler
made such a subtitle: “Armenia, Georgia and Samegrelo”.
The notes of the Austrian lady, despite their brevity, give us
the opportunity, based on the information provided by the
eyewitness, to have a certain idea about the colonial policy
implemented by Russia in the South Caucasus, the bureau-
cracy in the empire, the inflexible tax system, the unbear-
able social situation of the peoples living in the peripheries
of the empire, which put the people of different nationali-
ties inhabiting this ancient region in a difficult situation.
Pfeiffer cannot hide her heartache towards the bureaucrat-
ic system established by the Russian government. Criticizes
extortion in local governing circles. The Austrian lady was
also dissatisfied with the inappropriate conditions for pas-
sengers in the Caucasus. During her stay in the South Cau-
casus, the Austrian traveler was kidnapped by Russian sol-
diers. Ida Pfeifer gives the following assessment to the bu-
reaucratic system of the Russian Empire: “Oh, good Arabs,
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Turks, Persians, Hindus and all of you, nothing like this
happened with you! How wonderfully I passed through
your countries, how mercifully they treated me at the bor-
der of Persia, when I did not understand that they were
asking me for a passport, and here, in a Christian country,
how many grievances I encountered in this short distance!”
The notes of the Austrian traveler Ida (Laura) Pfeiffer give
us an idea of the colonial policy implemented by Russia in
the Caucasus in the first half of the 19th century. During
Ida Pfeiffer’s trip to the Caucasus, Georgia was connected
with Russia by a history of 50 years of coexistence, the re-
sult of which was regression, disordered public and social
existence. Complete hopelessness reigned in the country.
British diplomat, traveler, artist and writer Robert Ker Por-
ter (pseudonym Reynold Steinkirk) also provides us with
interesting information about the policy implemented by
the Russian Empire in Georgia. He was born on April 26,
1777, in Durham, in a traditional British family of five chil-
dren. William Porter, Robert’s father, worked as a surgeon
in the 6th Dragoon Battalion for 23 years. He died in 1779
and was buried in St. Oswald, Durham. The ancestors of the
future artist were William Porter, a participant in the battle
of Agincourt, and the royalist Endymion Porter. Robert’s
mother was Jane Porter (1745-1831), daughter of Durham
resident Robert Blenkinson. Jane Porter died in Esher, Sur-
rey, aged 86. In 1790, his mother took the future creator to
the prominent British artist, the president of the Royal
Academy of Arts in London, Benjamin West, who was so
impressed by Robert’s work that he recommended him to
the Somerset School of the Royal Academy. Robert became
a student at the Royal Academy at the age of 13. Porter’s
special talent for painting soon became even more notice-
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able. Between 1792 and 1832, Porter made a number of
paintings. In 1805, Porter received an invitation from the
Russian Emperor Alexander I. On the order of the imperial
court, he had to make historical paintings for the hall of the
Admiralty in St. Petersburg. Apparently, his battle panora-
mas were known to the imperial court, where the bravery
and heroism of the Russian army under the leadership of
Suvorov and Bagrationi were depicted. The artist accepted
the invitation of Alexander I, and he was the Russian am-
bassador in Great Britain. With the help of Vorontsov, he
went to St. Petersburg. On February 7, 1812, while in St.
Petersburg, he married Maria (1780-1827), the daughter of
the Russian noble Theodor Sherbatov. In 1817-1820, Rob-
ert Ker Porter traveled from St. Petersburg to Asia and left
very interesting records about it. The work of the British
traveler contains important information about the relation-
ship between Russia and Georgia. From the traveler’s re-
ports, we can easily conclude what kind of attitude “sin-
gle-minded” Russia had towards the history and culture of
the neighboring, stateless country. According to Porter,
representatives of the Georgian aristocracy entered the ser-
vice of Russia. Chief Ruler Ermolov gave military rank and
rank to many Georgian princes. As can be seen from the
report of the British traveler, Ermolov had a sharply differ-
ent policy in Georgia than in the mountains of the North
Caucasus. By recruiting and encouraging Georgian nobles,
he was able to manage the situation in the conquered coun-
try. Robert Ker Porter considers their participation in the
battles waged by Russia to be a great merit of Georgians.
The union with Russia, as Porter points out, brought peace
to the country and created prospects for future prosperity
for the Georgian people. Ermolov, known for his cruelty,
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tried to gain popularity and influence in aristocratic circles
with this tactic. Robert Ker Porter stayed in Thbilisi for a few
days. And then he went to Tabriz. Yermolov himself es-
corted the traveler and his luggage about 5 verses from the
capital of Georgia. The group on its way to Persia was ac-
companied by an escort of officers on the order of the gov-
ernor-in-chief for security. According to Ermolov’s instruc-
tions, the guests were welcomed with tents and dinner in
Soghanlughi. From here the traveler took the road to Iran
through Shulaveri. Surrounded by aggressive Muslim states,
the country escaped physical destruction. However, the
monotheistic northern neighbor, as the main political part-
ner and supporter, failed to live up to the hopes of the Geor-
gian society. From the records of European travelers, the
true face of the Russian Empire is revealed, an empire
whose main goal was to expand its own territory at the ex-
pense of conquering the Caucasus. In the end, Georgia
came under Russian influence and for a long time crossed
the path of natural development.
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Human Trafficking In Late Medieval
Georgia

One Document of the 18th Century about Bezhan Kasradze,
Who Was Sold as a Prisoner in Egypt from Samachablo

The document is stored in the National Center of Manu-
scripts of Georgia. Performed in Mkhedruli script on a scroll. At
the beginning, there is an artistically painted Kantsili and cross.
There is a small damage on the edge of the right side, probably
due to moisture. It is written in a very beautiful calligraphy. At
the bottom there are two seals: one is rectangular with the in-
scription “Parsadan’, and the other is a square, beveled seal with
the inscription “Servant of God, Milakhvari Luarsab”. Both of
them were representatives of the feudal house of Machabeli.
From them, Parsadan Machabeli is mentioned in many deeds
of the second half of the 18th century, e.g. the deed has the fol-
lowing inscription vertically on the left side: I, Revaz Macha-
beli, certify this deed (then one character is lost). I did not have
the seal. This is my writing.” The last word of the inscription
is illegible, although with great certainty it should be “Revaz”.

In addition to the complicated geopolitical situation, which
was mainly created by the Iran-Ottoman conflict in the Cauca-
sus, human trafficking became an even bigger problem for our
country in the late Middle Ages. The dominance of the Ottoman
Empire on the Black Sea gave wide scope to “bullet buying”.
People abducted from Georgia were sold in Ottoman or Syrian
slave markets. The country faced a demographic catastrophe.
Both Georgian and foreign sources tell us about these hard facts
in the late Middle Ages. This terrible trend of selling people has
spread to almost every corner of our country, because it was
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considered one of the profitable business and, unfortunately,
the representatives of the feudal aristocracy also supported it.
“Purchasing bullets” seems to have been widespread in Sam-
achablo as well, and members of the feudal house of Macha-
bel also participated in this business. The presented document
contains very interesting information about the sale of Bezhan
Kasradze from Samachablo to Misri (Egypt). As it turns out, he
was “lost from Leki”. Kasradze, who was kidnapped by the Leks
living in the stronghold of Machabeli, ended up in Egypt. As
is known, “Lekianness” was considered one of the unsolvable
problems in Kartli-Kakheti in the second half of the 18th cen-
tury. There was no exception in this respect, the peasants who
were kidnapped often managed to free themselves. It is because
of this that in 1765 Erekle II made a decision, by which the for-
mer master no longer had a “hand” in relation to the serf-peas-
ant who had escaped from captivity. The peasant was allowed
to continue his life freely, or to choose the desired owner. Most
of the peasants released from captivity became khaso or church
serfs. Only a small part kept their freedom, they chose to re-sub-
jugate because they were vulnerable.

It is clear from the presented document that Bezhan Kas-
radze, who was abducted from the Leks and then sold in Egypt,
sent money (several tumnis of gold) to his family members. The
Machables had pledged three properties with Gorel Amira-
ghashvili in Variani, and Paata Kasradze’s brother Bezhan re-
deemed the estates of the Machables with the money sent from
Egypt. With the money sent by Bezhan Kasradze, who was sold
in Egypt, his housemates also built a defense tower in Kemert.
The document does not say anything about it, although there is
still a tower in Kemert known as Kasraant Godol. The said tow-

er was built by the Kasradzes of Kemertel to protect themselves
from the Leks.



GIORGI SOSIASHVILI 357

Reports of British Travelers: Charles Leonard Irby
and James Mangles about Georgians Sold as Captives
in Turkey
(First Quarter of the 19th Century)

Human trafficking was considered one of the most difficult
and unsolvable problems in late medieval Georgia. In order to
eliminate the abduction of the population in the neighboring
countries, especially in the Ottoman Empire, a number of strict
measures were taken by the royal authorities and church circles,
but to no avail. Representatives of the feudal aristocracy were
also involved in this “expenditure” business. They often swore
before the church or the government to refuse to “buy captives”,
but the temptation was still great. The problem remained a
problem. The facts of selling and abducting people from Geor-
gia took place at the beginning of the 19th century. In order to
solve the mentioned issue, the Russian imperial government has
tightened its policy, which is confirmed by the letters of Rus-
sian high-ranking officials to the representatives of the Turkish
government. Information about the sale of people from Geor-
gia to the Ottoman Empire was brought to us by both Georgian
and unscrupulous sources. Foreign travelers also tell us about the
“buying of captives”. In this regard, our attention was drawn to
the records of the British naval officers Charles Leonard Irby and
James Mangles. Charles Leonard Irby (1789 — 1845), a sea captain
and traveler, was born on October 9, 1789. Young Charles was
interested in maritime business since 1801. On October 13, 1808,
he received the rank of lieutenant for his conscientious service in
the North Sea, the Mediterranean, and the Cape of Good Hope,
and for his dedication at Montevideo and Biscay. Charles Irby
also served on the North American coast for some time; On June
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7, 1814, he was appointed the commander of the ship “Thames”,
with which he participated in the military operation against
New Orleans, which ended in the defeat of the British. Due to
the deterioration of his health, he had to leave his post in May
1815. In the summer of 1816, together with his old friend, Cap-
tain James Mangles, Irby decided to travel to the countries of the
Middle East. The journey turned out to be much longer than ex-
pected. They visited Egypt. Accompanied by Giovanni Baptista
Belzoni and Henry William Beach, they visited the Abu Simbel
Temple; They then crossed the desert to Aleppo, where they met
William John Banks and Thomas Lee. From here they went to
Palmyra and Damascus. Then they traveled to Jerusalem. They
crossed the Holy Land by bypassing the Dead Sea. They finally
reached Constantinople, but both contracted dysentery, forcing
them to stop in Cyprus. In the middle of December 1818, the
travelers left for Marseilles, where they reached 76 days full of
hard travel. Impressions of sailors were published in 1823 under
the title: “Travels in Egypt and Nubia, Syria and Asia Minor in
1817-18”. In 1844, the aforementioned records were published
in one volume by the “Murray Colonial and Domestic Library”.
Later, due to the great interest of the public, the book of Charles
Irby and James Mangles was published several times. As noted
in the introduction to their notes, the journey to Egypt, Nubia,
Syria and the Holy Land began from England on August 14, 1816
and lasted more than four years. British travelers in Syria have
seen kidnapped girls from Georgia. Turks sold them in different
places. As the travelers note, only eleven of the forty-fifty Geor-
gian women who were taken as captives were left for sale. British
travelers write: “While we were staying at the hotel, one evening
four badly dressed Turks came, dressed like soldiers. The older
one was better dressed, but he still didn’t look handsome. These
people brought eleven Georgian girls with them. As we were in-
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formed, these were the remnants of forty-fifty girls who were
kidnapped from their parents near the borders of Georgia and
were to be sold as slaves or slaves to rich Turks. The poor girls
were kept in a room next to ours. The majority were between fif-
teen and twenty years old; Two younger - up to twelve years old.
Each more beautiful than the other. With shining black eyes,
rosy cheeks, long black hair and a stunning appearance. Which
is contrary to Volni’s (it is unclear who they mean - G. S.) de-
scription of the beauty of Georgian and Circassian women. He
says: “The popularity of their beauty stems from the difficulty
that passengers face in seeing them. In fact, they have no charm
at all.” The amount they were asking for these girls would give
you an idea of the price the Turks were paying for them. We wit-
nessed how a girl was bought by a rich Turk. For this, the buyer
was asked for fourteen bags, each bag of 500 piastres, about 18
pounds sterling. The buyer offered ten, but they did not deduct
a penny. The poor girl, who was about fifteen years of age, stood
and listened as they haggled to sell her. Four times, at different
times, they were led through the city to the houses of rich Turks,
to be shown and traded; Twice the buyers themselves came to
our hotel and looked at the unfortunate girls from the door of
the room. When their beauty was judged, they had to stand in
line. Some of the buyers were in their fifties, when the girls were
only fifteen. These unfortunate girls were not even fed properly,
only a piece of bread and a small piece of cheese twice a day; An
orange cost only two paras (halfpenny), but they were never giv-
en to them. When the owners would go somewhere else, they
would lock these unfortunates in the room and take the key with
them. On the next return from the city, we heard the bitter lam-
entation of one of the little girls who were about to be sold. She
cried, she didn’t want to be separated from her sister and friends.
These poor girls were carried from town to town on horseback.
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They were thus brought from Georgia. Offered for sale in all ma-
jor cities. Now they were taking them to Damascus, where they
thought they would make good money by selling them.
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