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Igor Kekelia, Edisher Baghaturia

This is how Senaki Began
(From the history of the formation and development of Senaki)

Senaki, one of the vibrant and remarkable cities in Western Georgia,
has always played a special role in the socio-economic, cultural, and
educational life of Georgia. The laying of the Poti-Tbilisi railway line and
the construction of the railway station in the 1870s contributed to the
formation and further development of Senaki, which is now one of the
major railway junctions in Georgia. Due to its advantageous geographical
location, it quickly surpassed the former district center, which was later
renamed Dzveli (Old) Senaki, and the modern Senaki became known as
Akhali (New) Senaki.

Senaki began to take shape as a city in 1870 and served as an
administrative center and trade-workshop district, with a focus on
agriculture, cattle breeding, cottage industry, and more. In Georgian
historiography, the main reason for the formation of new trade and
industrial areas and cities, including Samtredia, Orpiri, Akhali Senaki,
Kvirila (Zestafoni), Abasha, and others, was the construction of railways
and railway stations in Georgia.

In the second half of the 19th century, competition arose between the
old and newly created cities, with victory usually going to the latter,
mainly located along the railway line or in other environments conducive
to their growth and development.

Akhali Senaki (now Senaki) is a typical example of a pre-city formed
due to the aforementioned reasons, which quickly moved towards capitalist
development and became an economic and cultural-educational center of
Western Georgia.

This work examines the history of Senaki's social, economic, and
cultural growth and development, from the 1870s-90s in the Democratic
Republic of Georgia to 1921. It analyzes the role of railway transport in the
city's development, its cultural and physical appearance, the challenges of
establishing credit institutions, and the problem of city self-government.
The primary sources include historical archives, periodicals, memoirs, and
critical analysis of scientific literature, making this a unique and
comprehensive study of Senaki's history.
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Hrops Kexenua, Jnumep bararypua

Taxk Haunnajicsa CeHaku
(U3 ucropun odpa3oBanus u pa3Butusi CeHaKH)

OnuH W3 BBLIAIOIIMXCSA U KOJOPUTHBIX TOpPOJOB 3amnaaHoul I'pysun,
ropon Cenaku, Bcergja wurpaal ocoOyld pojidb B  OOIIECTBEHHO-
MOJIMTUYECKOM, COLIMAIbHO-3KOHOMUYECKOM u KyJIbTYpPHO-
obOpazoBarenbHOM xu3Hu ['py3un. IlpoBeaeHue xKene3HoA0pOKHON JIMHUU
[Motu-Toumucu B 70-pie  rTompl XIX Beka W CTPOUTENIHCTBO
KEJIE3HOJOPOKHOM CTAaHLMM CHIFPAJIO BAXKHYIO POJIb B OCHOBAHUM rOpoJa
W, BIIOCIIEJICTBUM, B €ro pocte W pa3BUTHUU. OH U CErojHs SBIAETCA
BAKHBIM  JKEJIE3HOJOPOKHBIM  y3i0M. M3-3a  CBOEro  BBITOJAHOTO
reorpaduueckoro mnosioxkeHuss CeHakud BCKOpE 3aTMUJ OBIBIIMIA LEHTP
ye3/1a, KOTOphI mo3iHee 01 nepeuMenoBaH B J[3Benu (Crapsiii) CeHaku,
a coBpeMeHHbIN Cenaku B Axanu (HoBo) Cenaku.

®opmupoBanne CeHaku Kak ropoja Hadanock ¢ 1870 roga. Haumnas ¢
TOr0 MOMEHTa, COIJIAaCHO MPUCBOEHHOW eMy (DYHKIMH, OH MpPeACTaBIIsI
coOOl aJIMHHHCTPATUBHBIA M TOProBO-MAaCTEPCKOM WEHTP, B KOTOPOM
ObUIO Pa3BUTO CEIbCKOE XO3SUCTBO, >KMBOTHOBOJCTBO, KyCTapHOE
NpOU3BOACTBO U Jp. B rpy3uHckoli wucTopuorpaguu COBEPIIEHHO
CIOpaBeUIMBO CYUTATh OCHOBHOM MNPUYMHOM 0OpazoBaHHUs TOProBO-
MPOMBIIUIEHHBIX pallOHOB U HOBBIX Topo10B (CamTpeauna, Opnupu, HoBo-
Cenaxu, Ksupuna (3ecradonm), Abama u ap.) MpoBEICHUE KEIC3HOU
JIOPOTH U CTPOUTENBCTBO JKEJIE3HOAOPOKHBIX CTaHIui B [ py3un.

Bo Bropoi nosioBuHe XIX BeKa HAUYMHAETCS COMEPHUYECTBO MEXKIY
CTapbIMM M HOBOCO3JaHHBIMH ropojamu. Kak mpaBuio, BO BpeMsl 3TOTrO
comnepHHuYecTBa Modena ocTraBajiach 32 HOBOOOPA30BAaHHBIMU TOpPOAMHU,
KOTOpbIE B OCHOBHOM pacIojarajuch BIOJIb KEJIE3HOAOPOKHOU JIMHUM,
WIM OHU OKa3aJHCh B IPYroil 00CTaHOBKE, YTO CO3/1aJI0 peabHbIE YCIOBUS
JUISL UX pOCTa U pa3BUTHUSL.

HoBo-Cenaku (HpiHe CeHaku) MpeACTaBIseT cOO0N TUITMYHBIA TPUMED
npearopoia, 0Opa3oBaHHOIO B Pe3yJIbTaTe YKa3aHHBIX MPUYMH, KOTOPBIN
OBICTPO MepelIén Ha MyTh KaUTAIMCTUYECKOTO Pa3BUTUS U MPEBPATHIICS
B JKOHOMHMYECKHMHA M KYJIbTYpHO-0Opa30BaTEeNbHBIM UEHTp 3anagHoil
['py3un.

B pannoii pabore BHepBhIE HM3yu€HAa HCTOPHUS  COIMAJIbHO-
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SKOHOMHUYECKOTO M KYJIbTYpHOro pocta u pa3zButus Cenaku ¢ 1870-90-x
roJioB 0 nepuoja I'py3unckoit Jlemokpartuueckoit Pecnyonuku 1921 rona
Ha OCHOBE MCTOPUYECKMX MCTOYHUKOB, B TOM YHCIE apPXUBHBIX
MaTepuaioB, MEPUOJUYECKON MPECChl, a TAKXKE KPUTHUYECKOTO aHaiu3a
MEMYapHOW M HAy4YHOMW JIMTEPATYphl. 3/I€Ch TAKXKE AHAJIU3UPYETCS POJb
KEJIE3HOJOPOKHOIO TPAHCIIOPTa B €r0 Pa3BUTUM Kak TOpoOJAa, €ro
00yCTpOMCTBO M BHEHIHUI OOJUK, BOIMNPOCHI OCHOBAHUS KPEAUTHBIX
YUpEKICHUN U 00pHOBI 32 TOPOJICKOE CaMOyTPaBJICHUE.
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