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I.General Description Of The Work

Relevance of the thesis. Tourism is one of the priority destinations of our
country, one of its sub-sectors — Agro Tourism can play a special role in the economic
development of regions. Farmers are motivated to diversify the products they produce,
which will increase the income received from agriculture. At the same time, it increases
the volume of the country's gross domestic product, creates new jobs, develops the local
economy and helps attract investments.

"Tourism" includes many tangible and intangible elements that affect or are
related to other industries. Therefore, tourism has the potential to bring economic
success to many other sectors of the local economy.

One of the regions of Georgia - Guria has all the prerequisites to successfully
Agro Tourism develop, which will give local farmers the opportunity to increase the
added value of local production, to make their products even more diverse, for which
it is necessary to strengthen the ties of agriculture and tourism, taking into account the
economic development plan of the region.

The soil-climatic conditions of the Guria region provide an opportunity for the
development of such branches of horticulture as citrus growing, tea growing,
production of berry crops, subtropical fruits, etc. In all three municipalities of the
region, livestock breeding, poultry farming, and fish farms are widespread. Also, flower
and greenhouse farms are arranged.

The main principle of Agro Tourism development in Guria is: recreation of
tourists in a clean environment; involving them in village activities; Getting to know
the Guru hospitality, which gives great pleasure to vacationers, and brings additional
income to the farmer.

As a result of all this, jobs will be created in the villages. The resident will no
longer have to look for work abroad, this will help to reduce migration. In addition,
the infrastructure will improve, the standard of living will rise. All this determines the

topicality of the topic.
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The state of studying the problem - the role and importance of tourism and, in
particular, agrotourism, has been more or less studied by Georgian and foreign
researchers.

Important works on agrotourism have been dedicated to foreign scientists: B.
Bosk, J. Bridenhans, T. Volkova-Goncharova, E. Vikens, R. Turner, O. Korobova, J.
Lopa, R. Mareski, S. Markarian et al.

Among the Georgian authors, I. Akhalbedashvili, R. Beridze, G. Bedianashvili, I.
Gagnidze, M. Gogelias, A. Devadze, M. Diasamidze, M. Metreveli, Zh. Mikashavidze,
N. Samchkuashvili, L. Korghanashvili, I. Shalamberidze, G. Shanidze, N. Sharabidze, P.
Chaganava, N. Chikhladze, E. Kharaishvili, L. Khartishvili, N. Khakhubia, c.
Tsekhtadze, N. Jabnidze, and others' works.

However, the potential of tourism at the level of regions, especially in the
direction of agro-tourism, is still little studied. It is this reality that led me to choose this
topic for my qualifying thesis.

Object and subject of research. The object of study of the dissertation is the Agro
Tourism sector. The subject of the research is the development opportunities of Agro
Tourism in the Guria region, perspectives, problems and ways to overcome it.

The purpose and objectives of the research. The purpose of the research is:

Identifying opportunities for the development of Agro Tourism in the Guria
region and developing appropriate recommendations, identifying ways to solve the
problem and predicting future results.

Based on this goal, we set the following tasks:

» Analysis of the requirements and trends of the international Agro Tourism
market;

» Revealing the possibilities of sharing them based on the study of the history
of Agro tourism and foreign experience.

» Studying the resources needed for the development of Agro Tourism in the
Guria region, identifying possible objects;

> Based on the analysis of the potential of Agro Tourism in the region, the

analysis of its development strategies;
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» Determination of socio-economic factors for the effective development of
Agro Tourism in the region.

Methodological and theoretical basis of the work. In the paper, based on the
conceptual analysis of foreign and Georgian literature, we used the qualitative research
method - documentary analysis. We carried out a synthetic analysis of the obtained
results.

We also used systematic approaches and comparative analysis. In order to obtain
data, we conducted a survey by filling out a questionnaire. We chose this way of survey
because there are no statistical data on tourism and Agro Tourism in the Guria region.

Both local farmers involved in Agro Tourism and those farmers who are not
involved in tourism were interviewed. The survey of representatives of local self-
governing objects helped us to assess the current situation and identify problems.

We presented the results of the analysis of the data obtained as a result of the
survey in tables and diagrams, formulated conclusions and recommendations.

Scientific works of Georgian and foreign researchers-scientists in the field of
Agro Tourism, collections of scientific-practical conferences, data of the service of the
National Statistics Agency and the "National Tourism Agency of Georgia" were used in
the research process. Also the data of tourism services of Ozurgeti, Chokhatauri and
Lanchkhuti municipalities of Guria region.

The target group of the research was farmers who are directly involved in
tourism. The research was carried out in November-December 2021, based on a
specially prepared questionnaire.

The main goal of the study was to assess the current situation from the point of
view of Agro Tourism development in the mentioned region and to determine
directions for improving Agro Tourism management at the regional level. The research
was conducted in three directions:

1. Investigating the potential opportunities of employees in the direction of Agro
Tourism in the Guria region;

2. Research of activities of state structures and facilities indirectly involved in

Guria region, which help farmers to be interested in Agro Tourism;
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3. Research of the activities of farmers who are not directly involved in tourism
- to find out how much it is possible to involve them in Agro Tourism.

As a result of the research, a total of 182 villages and 566 farmers who had or
have: at least 10 head of cattle, 10 heads of pigs, 25 sheep, were recorded in all three
municipalities of Guria. 10 families of bees, 200 winged birds and above, arable land of
5 ha, perennial orchard (nuts, citrus, vines, etc.) with an area of 1 hectare.

Out of 566 farmers living in Ozurgeti, Chokhatauri and Lanchkhuti
municipalities, we have managed to interview 400 respondents, of which 80 are
involved in Agro Tourism activities, and 320 are only engaged in farming activities.
Those farmers who are not involved in tourism mainly follow agriculture, viticulture
and beekeeping.

Research hypotheses. Regarding the expected results of the research, several
hypotheses or preliminary expectations regarding the tasks of the research were
developed:

Hypothes 1: the development of Agro Tourism in the region will contribute to
employment of the local population, improvement of their socio-economic condition;

Hypothes 2: The development of Agro-tourism requires: organizing
infrastructure, presenting villages with natural beauty and ethno-culture, developing
farms and tourism;

Hypothes 3: The interconnection of agriculture, agro-production and tourism
will create an opportunity to: increase the number of farmers employed in the field of
Agro Tourism, production of agricultural products, get more natural and organic
products in rural conditions, which will be a business card for Agro Tourists. All this
will create a prerequisite for further development of these fields.

Scientific novelty of the research - we consider the scientific novelty of the work:

» Based on the study of the world experience in the development of Agro
Tourism, revealing the main trends in the further development of this field;

» Complete study of achievements in the development of Agro Tourism in the
Guria region, revealing possibilities and perspectives;

> Based on the development of Agro Tourism, analysis of opportunities for

improving the social, economic and ecological conditions of the region;
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» Identifying opportunities for job creation in the region;

> Revealing the specific characteristics of the Agro Tourism development
strategy;

» Development of new models of Agro Tourism, taking into account the
analogies of the experience of foreign villages.

Scientific and practical significance of the thesis. The work will significantly
contribute to the development of a strategic plan for the development of Agro Tourism
in a separate region of the country, including Guria, better use of the potential of this
field, development and implementation of qualified recommendations, and will
contribute to raising the standard of living of the region's population and economic
growth.

It will be used by specialists in the field of tourism, in the training of farmers
engaged in Agro Tourism and teaching students in higher education institutions.

Approbation of the work. The approval of the dissertation was held on July 25,
2022 at the extended session of the Department of Business Administration,
Management and Marketing of the Faculty of Economics and Business of Batumi Shota
Rustaveli State University. The main provisions, recommendations, individual results
of the thesis are reflected in our published scientific articles, materials of international
scientific conferences, international refereed and peer-reviewed journals.

Dissertation thesis structure. The goals and tasks of the scientific topic
determined the structure of the work, which includes 202 printed pages. It consists of
an introduction, three chapters, nine sub-chapters, conclusions and recommendations,
a list of 191 titles of used bibliographic sources.In accordance with the aim and

objectives of the research, the paper adopted the following structure:
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Introduction

Chapter I. Modern level of Agro Tourism development and main regularities
1.1. Origin of Agro Tourism and modern level of development
1.2. Laws of Agro Tourism development

1.3. Specific features of the Agro Tourism product

Chapter II. World experience and trends of Agro Tourism development
2.1. Modern experience of Agro Tourism development

2.2. Models of regulation of Agro Tourism activity

2.3. Global Trends in Agro Tourism

Chapter III. Development of Agro Tourism in Georgia, on the example of Guria
region

3.1. Development of Agro Tourism in Georgia

3.2. The potential of Agro Tourism in the Guria region

3.3. Prospects for the development of Agro Tourism in the Guria region

Conclusions and recommendations
Used literature
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I1. The Main Content Of The Paper

The introduction of the paper substantiates the relevance of the research topic,
sets goals and objectives, analyzes the subject and object of the research, presents the
theoretical-methodological foundations of the research, establishes the scientific
novelty and practical importance of the paper.

In the first sub-chapter of the first chapter - "Modern level of Agro Tourism
development and main regularities”, "Origin of Agro Tourism and modern level of
development" - we focused on the development of the field. Agro Tourism as an
independent direction of tourism has been developing in European countries since the
second half of the 20th century. After the Second World War, a large part of the cities
was destroyed, while the rural environment kept its untouched appearance. On
weekends, city dwellers often traveled outside the city for recreation. Due to the lack
of hotels in rural areas, tourists often had to spend the night in farmer's families.

For example, in the 70s of the last century in France, there was a massive
migration of the rural population to the big cities. Farmers' incomes were decreasing
every year, the idea of setting up family hotels attracted many people. At the initial
stage, the peasants met each other to share their experiences. As a result, family hotels
were formed in the form of a network and they were able to receive tourists. The Agro
Tourism business project paid off. As a result, the development of rural tourism reduced
the migration process in France. (Noniadze, : 2018).

In addition, in 1971, the association "Rural Tourism" was founded in France. The
representatives of the said association started a tourist tour Statewide coordination of
organizations. As a result of the association's work, in 1986, 8 million French (Y4 of
tourists) decided to go on vacation to the countryside, and in 1987, 9.2 million French

and 5.2 million foreign agritourists were already vacationing in the French countryside.
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Currently, the income from Agro Tourism is 10% of the total income from tourism.
Only 7% of tourists stay in a hotel, the rest 93% choose farms or camping.!

So that agrotourism develops over time. Practical activities were supported by
the theoretical foundations of tourism, which developed relatively intensively from the
beginning of the 80-s of the last century. Various theories and models have been
developed based on an evolutionary approach to tourism development and factors
affecting it.

Currently, the tourism sector enjoys state support in almost all countries of the
world. For example, under Hungarian law, the income that farmers receive from
renting out their accommodation to tourists is not taxed. There are also special projects
for the villages of the economically weakly developed regions, mostly for those families
who are engaged in tourism services or intend to engage in this activity. For example,
one of the projects provided for material support in the form of credit (up to 8,000 US
dollars), which, in case of successful project management, the borrower does not return.
(Pkhakadze, : 2020).

Similar examples show that Agro Tourism is one of the important means to
improve the socio-economic condition of farmers living in rural areas and the
population in general.

Problems caused by small land and unfavorable conditions of Agricultural
production can be among the reasons hindering the development of the field. It should
also be taken into account that it is impossible to involve farmers living in villages in
modern large-scale competitive agrarian business at once. Also, it is unrealistic that over
time, by itself, without taking any measures, the revival of agriculture will happen to
the level that it will make it possible to ensure the socio-economic well-being of the
rural population. (Promotion...).

Socio - Economic problems are especially acute in the mountainous regions of
the countries. Nevertheless, the potential for the renewal and further development of

the socio-economic existence is still preserved in the depressed regions and those on
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the way to depression. Therefore, it is necessary to find new directions of activity to use
this potential and promote their establishment.

The problem is also the low yield of agriculture, the provision of food for the
local population and visitors, the replacement of locally produced Agricultural products
with low-quality foreign products, because the increase in the consumption of imported
agricultural products will also lead to a decrease in local production and an increase in
the outflow of currency from the country.

It is essential that the decrease in agricultural production leads to a decrease in
jobs, a decrease in the share of agriculture in the total volume of the total domestic
product of the region. All this has a heavy impact on the socio-economic situation of
the population. (Katsitadze... : 2019).

Agro Tourism is an effective means of solving the mentioned problems, solving
the social and economic problems of individual individuals, regions and countries.

In the second sub-chapter of the first chapter of the work, "Regularities of Agro
Tourism development", the stages of creation of Agro Tourism products are analyzed,
attention is focused on the fact that Agricultural products should be grown by the
farmer and natural, services should be of quality, infrastructure should be organized,
offered activities should be organized, marketing events should have an active
character.

Therefore, the corollary of Agro Tourism is mutual benefit for both farmers and
visitors. It creates additional income, improves the socio-economic condition of
farmers, promotes the issue of preserving the appearance of the village, national and
traditional values. It allows tourists to enjoy recreation and taste eco-products (see Table
No. 1.1).

From the given table it can be seen that the combined offers of Agriculture and
tourism activities create a diverse Agro Tourism product.

The Agro Tourism product is designed for tourist activities. The classification of
farms according to the elements of activities (Agritourism and recreational services)
provides the opportunity to define/measure the profile of Agritourism farms and their

incomes.
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Researchers group (1) primary or (2) additional activities (depending on location
and their relationship to agricultural activities) and identify five main categories (see
Chart 1.1).

Table No. 1.1.

Benefits of Agro Tourism for farmers and tourists

Benefits for farmers Benefits for tourists
Infrastructure development; Active recreation;
Creation of additional jobs; Getting environmentally friendly
products;
Development of folk crafts; Recreation, restoration of spiritual and
physical strength;
Preservation of old traditions and Acquisition of new knowledge and
national heritage; experience;
Development of agriculture; Diverse tourist services;
Reducing migration; Closeness to nature;
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Protection of biodiversity. Sharing traditional cultural heritage.

Source: "Legal base of agrotourism and international experience", 2020.

(Programme: Joint Efforts for Women's Economic Empowerment in Georgia (JAWE).

https://info.parliament.ge/file/1/BillPackageContent/29136.)

Scheme No. 1.1.

Five main categories of Agritourism activities

Cl
' &

Education

Source: "Legal base of agrotourism and international experience", 2020.

(Programme: Joint Efforts for Women's Economic Empowerment in Georgia (JAWE).

https://info.parliament.ge/file/1/BillPackageContent/29136.)
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It follows from the given diagram that the formation of Agro Tourism product
includes various components, namely: direct sales, accommodation, food, outdoor
recreation, entertainment, education. The implementation of each component should
be tailored to the natural and human resources of the respective territorial unit.

In the third sub-chapter of the first chapter of the paper, "Specific features of the
Agro-Tourism product”, the specifics of the Agro Tourism product are presented,
namely:

» Seasonality/availability - it can be said that in the tourism business, when
evaluating the available resources, both ecological and From an economic point of
view, a full study of the impact of the environment and climate is one of the urgent
issues. This is especially important in Agro Tourism, because the results of farmers' work
also depend on climatic conditions. It also depends on the geographical location,
topography, vegetation cover, weather and climate of the given region.

Weather and climate are the two main factors that determine the bioclimatic
resources of a place. Unfavorable climatic conditions and their changes can affect the
tourist flow or the seasonal change of tourist activities.

The seasonality of tourism and changes in the consumer sector, which are due to
climatic variations, affect tourism-related sectors as well. The study of seasonality in the
field of tourism allows determining the influence of natural-climatic conditions on the
formation of the tourist product, the factors that determine seasonality in tourism are
identified.

In the case of Agritourism, seasonality problems are rarely encountered unless
there are unfavorable climatic conditions that can destroy farms. (Kartvelishvili...:
2019).

Sectoral approach - in order for farming to become a tourist product, it is
important to create appropriate conditions. For example, if visitors can participate in
beekeeping  Accepted in honey pressing, bee hive maintenance, appropriate
consultation with the beekeeper must be done before the tour. The tour must be
accompanied and instructed by a beekeeper. During the tour, visitors must be equipped
with beekeeper clothing and a hat. So, beekeeping can be freely used as a tourist

product. Create a "honey tour".
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> Variety of forms/activities of tourism product offering by host/farmer on site.
Hosts of family hotels and Agro Tourism farms are trying to create innovative tourist
services based on agricultural activities with different methods and activities for guest
reception.

For example, there is a collection vineyard display where local and rare grape
varieties are presented and daily activities are shared with visitors. For visual effect,
their catering facility and vegetable garden are located in the same space, which will
reinforce the practice of using local products in their operations and also make these
products visible. There is also the principle of working in an open kitchen. In such ways,
farms present their activities in a fun and credible way. (Assessment, :2020).

According to the results of the research, the types of Agro Tourism product
services are shown in chart 1.2.

Scheme No. 1.2.

Agritourism offers

Ecotourism offers: Hiking, Cycling,

Horseback riding tours, Mushroom

. Accommodation, meals, offer/tasting of traditional
picking,

,  dishes, Agro-products, Gastronomic tours.
Fishing, etc.

\

Agritourism

Farmi
g Offering an agricultural product grown by a

local farmer. For example: Wine, Churchkhela,

' Honey, Jam, Handicrafts.

Viewing the demonstration plot,
Local festival . participation in agricultural activities and product manufacturing,

Familiarity with the complete chain of product production.
Picnic,

Organization of adventure events,

Picking fruit in gardens.

Source: "Legal base of agrotourism and international experience", 2020.
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(Programme: Joint Efforts for Women's Economic Empowerment in

Georgia JAWE). https://info.parliament.ge/file/1/BillPackageContent/29136.)

As can be seen from the chart, special attention is paid to food during tourist
services. The specific feature of the Agro Tourism product is expressed in the fact that
the food offered to the visitors must be grown by the farmer and at the same time be
ecologically clean and natural.

In addition to tasting and buying food, are tourists interested in where and how
food is prepared? They are eager to meet with farmers and processing industry
representatives and talk about what is happening in the field of food production.
Therefore, two directions are distinguished: first - food preparation, traditional cooking.
Then familiarization and viewing of food production technologies.

Traditional cooking means that there is a growing demand for a variety of high-
quality, locally sourced food products and culinary products. Tourists want to eat and
be involved in the cooking process. So, cooking in Agro Tourism activities reflects the
tradition, heritage and local culture that preserves the traditional forms and cultural
heritage of the village.

Acquaintance and inspection of the technology of food production - involves the
observation by visitors of the production and technological processes of food products,
the work process of the relevant machines.

Also, going through and participating in the stages that go from the farm to the
raw material enterprise, after processing in the enterprise to the consumers. Also,
attention is focused on food safety. Are the raw materials grown on the farm and then
processed, of good quality and safe for health?

For many people who visit farms, especially children, such a visit is important
because they see practically for the first time everything from what and how the food
they want is made. Farmers take advantage of this interest and try to present the
products and the production process as much as possible to potential customers.

Thus, Agritourism includes any agricultural operation that can attract interested

visitors. For example, if working on farms is popular in Italy, in other countries, there
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are different specifics - buying ecologically clean organic products on the spot, picking
fruits, taking care of cattle, etc.

In Latvia, where Agritourism is very popular, visitors can take advantage of quite
a few tours, where they will learn not only about Agricultural activities and products,
but also about the traditions and customs of local farmers.

Historical villages inhabited by different ethnic groups represent the base of
Agro Tourism in Turkey. Tourists staying in guest houses can buy organic products and
learn about village life.

Agricultural exhibitions and festivals are popular in many countries. This is an
interesting event, which presents both Agricultural equipment (innovations and
possibilities), as well as all common branches of livestock and poultry farming (the best
breeds, species), Agricultural products. (Dolikashvili...: 2021).

In summary, it can be said that tourists are interested in the existence and culture
of the local population, traditions, cuisine, beliefs, legends and stories. Also, preparing
and tasting dishes characteristic of the destination.

In addition, living in an environment where there are vineyards, orchards or
farms of various purposes. In many cases, such places are located in an ecologically
clean, natural environment, which is one of the main factors determining the Agro
Tourism trip.

In the second chapter "World experience and trends of agritourism
development”, in the first sub-chapter "Modern experience of agrotourism
development”, we focused on the fact that the development of agrotourism was
positively affected by the development of the right forms of organization of work and
then its application in practice. In European countries, these forms were established as
models.

Agrotourism models are currently divided into three directions of agrotourism
development:

The first direction is typical for developed countries, where agrotourism
develops in parallel with agricultural production. which is characteristic of France, Italy
and Holland.

-60 -



The second direction is typical for those countries that are focused on
international tourism. For example, such a country is Cyprus.

The third direction is typical for tropical and developing countries. For example:
Georgia, Armenia, Malaysia and others.

From the considered directions, we will single out the third direction and
consider the South Caucasian model.

The South Caucasus unites three neighboring states - Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan. In the border regions of Georgia, both in villages and cities, there is a large
population of Azerbaijan and Armenian nationalities.

There is frequent cooperation between the countries in terms of tourism
development. For example, in order to support Agro Tourism facilities in the South

Caucasus in 2021, the web portal https://agrogate.world/ was developed, on which at

the first stage the data of at least 100 Agro Tourism facilities from Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan were placed. On the one hand, the website helps travelers to identify
Agritourism facilities in the mentioned countries, plan and provide travel, and on the
other hand, Agritourism entrepreneurs to expand their trade.

Food and drink have a special place in the Georgian Agro Tourism model. Many
things connect Georgian cuisine with Caucasian cuisine. Each region of Georgia offers
visitors unique and traditional dishes, distinguished by different cooking styles.

For example, khachapuri differs in shape and taste depending on the region:
Adjarian khachapuri, Imeretian khachapuri, Gurian pie, Khabizgina and Pkhlovni in
Khevi, etc.

Over time, Georgian cuisine also developed. Today, Georgia stands out in the
Gastro-Tourism market with its traditional dishes and wine. The country is recognized
as the homeland of wine.

The international recognition of Georgian wine is due to the popularization of
the ancient method of making wine, the process of fermentation and aging of wine in
clay. As we have already mentioned, the Georgian method of making wine in a pitcher
is an intangible cultural heritage and has been included in the UNESCO list since 2013.

The role of diverse varieties of Georgian wheat (autumn - Yifkli, Red Doli and

others; spring - Deka, Zanduri) and other cereals and ancient leguminous crops in the
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development of Georgian Agro Tourism, which are widespread in different regions of
Georgia, especially in Kakheti, Kartli and Samtskhe, deserve special mention.

In addition, agrotourism in the country is distinguished by social activities,
rituals and public holidays. In particular: local festive events are better preserved in
mountain villages. For example, Lamaria day in Svaneti coincides with the New Year
period and early spring holidays.

One of the most beautiful days is Lamproba, which is celebrated only in Svaneti.
This festival is held before the arrival of spring, for good weather and abundant harvest.
The main attributes of this day are special wooden lamps, when the ritual is over, people
gather around the fire and sing songs. Wrestling is also a part of this celebration.

Other celebrations that have survived in the mountains to this day are
"Shatiloba", "Shuamtoba", during which sports competitions, horse racing, accompanied
by singing and poetry are held. One of the most popular folk festivals in the highland
regions is "Athengenoba", which takes place in the summer, in the second half of July,
during which even the locals who have settled in Bara return to the mountain with a
solemn procession.

Presented activities: cooking, wine tour, agriculture, local celebrations, finally
unite and form into one type of activity, Agro Tourism.

Agritourism model in Armenia. As of today, more than 60 tourism enterprises
are represented in Armenia - mainly in the regions and especially in the villages, which
are engaged in agrotourism. The main tourist products offered by them are: lavash
baking, national dances, carpet weaving.

National cuisine includes not only tasting, but also the whole process of
preparation, in which the tourist himself is involved: baking lavash and bread, making
cheese, grilling, cooking chanacha and khavitsi, wine and home vodka (tasting),
squeezing honey, baking bread and pakhlava.

As for the elements of national arts and crafts used in the creation of tourism
packages, they are: tuff souvenirs and engraving, traditional carving, stone cross
making, ceramic painting, Armenian doll making, blacksmithing (metal handwork),
handmade soap making, carpet weaving, batik Crafting, woodworking and

woodcarving, willow reed weaving, kamancha (musical instrument) lessons.
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In recent years, festivals have been widely spread and developed, where the
tourist will get a unique experience, where in one place tourists have the opportunity
to learn about the intangible cultural heritage of Armenia in their natural environment.

Popular festivals for both local and international travelers are: Asen Wine
Festival (pronounced Aerni), Yerevan Wine Days. In addition, tourists get to know and
get involved in the activities of local farmers. In particular: they get to know traditional
art, craft, dance and song. They take part in pressing honey, collecting berries and
making jam, using local recipes, making ham and tolma, learning how to shear sheep
on the farm, etc.

Together with the material cultural values, the intangible cultural values listed
above jointly form the tourist attractions of Armenia, which contribute to the
establishment of new trends in the development of world tourism. With the
involvement of the local population, the tourism value chain is created.

Agritourism model of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has great tourist potential. A type
of tourism such as agrotourism, whose development is subject to state regulation, is
especially distinguished.

The country's rare natural resources, cultural, national, ethnographic complex
contribute to the development of agrotourism. Favorable geographical location,
diversity of flora and fauna, extraordinary cuisine, cultural-historical heritage, ancient
traditions of hospitality.

From this point of view, there are many beautiful places in Azerbaijan, especially
in the regions. For example: Shek, Ismail, Gabal, etc

The development of Agro Tourism in Azerbaijan is subject to state regulation.

So, Traveling to the South Caucasus is interesting for tourists. Tourists can visit
Europe's least explored wildlife, mountains, lakes, forests, ancient towers and
monasteries. To learn about the farming activities of the Caucasian people, their way of
life and traditions. Taste a variety of traditional dishes.

Nevertheless, Tourism and its sub-sector Agro-tourism are currently developing
sectors in all three countries. Which is due to the backwardness of the tourist
infrastructure, low level of service, less access to financial resources for starting or

expanding a business, etc.
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As for the statistical data, the main trends in the development of the tourism
potential of the South Caucasus region during the last five years (2017-2021) and the
results of the impact of the pandemic on the tourism sector, the picture is as follows: in
2020, international visits to all three countries of the South Caucasus amounted to a
record low number - 2,684,398 visitors (decrease compared to 2019 is 82.4%). In
January-September 2021, the number of international visitors to the Republic of
Azerbaijan amounted to 515,280, to Georgia - 1,188,234, and to the Republic of
Armenia - 609,775.

Therefore, With the joint efforts of the three countries, it is necessary to develop
a strategy for the development of the tourism industry of the South Caucasus, As a
Region with great tourism potential, which will be aimed at increasing the
attractiveness and competitiveness of tourism, Its promotion and awareness, Which will
contribute to the strengthening of peace in the region, caused by war and pandemic.
Overcoming crises and its economic sustainability.

Taking into account the presented data, the joint efforts of all three countries
should be actively aimed at increasing the promotion and competitiveness of both
individual countries and the region as a whole, which in the future will contribute to
the regionalization and integration of the South Caucasus tourism market and thus
further strengthen the tourism sustainability of the region and ensure healthy
competition as the South Caucasus. Between the Caucasus and neighboring countries.
(Kveladze... : 2013).

The experience of different countries shows that tourism is one of the most
dynamic and rapidly developing industries in the global aspect. Among the tourist
destinations, Agro Tourism stands out as a source of additional income for farmers and
a form of recreation in rural areas.

In the second chapter, the second sub-chapter of the work, "Models of regulation
of Agro-Tourism activity" - it is established that the organization and management of
the implementation of Agro Tourism activity needs appropriate regulation. That is why,
from the point of view of Agrotourism regulation, countries are divided into several

categories:
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» Countries with regulations on Agro Tourism: Albania, Netherlands, Hungary,
Latvia, Romania, etc.;

» Countries where Agro Tourism is promoted with strategies, special programs
and projects: Sweden, Slovenia, Spain, Luxembourg, etc.

» Countries where special events play an important role in the development of
Agro Tourism. (Estonia).

Finally, to summarize, there is no unified scheme for the development of Agro
Tourism worldwide. Taking into account the peculiarities of the Agro Tourism region,
the best practice may be as a legislative one Regulation, as well as state programs,
projects, incentive measures.

In the second chapter, the third sub-chapter, "Global trends of Agro Tourism"
the peculiarities of the development of Agro Tourism in the modern world are
presented. How do the owners of different types of farms in many countries of the
world use their opportunities for the development of tourism?!

The demand for ecologically clean agro-products contributed to this.
Accordingly, it has become a trend for farmers to create organic farms. The
development of bio-farming and bio-production contributes to the stimulation of the
field of Agro Tourism.

In 1991, the European Union adopted a resolution on the regulation of ecological
agriculture in order to develop organic farming activities. In America, a similar type of
resolution was adopted in 2002.

The largest organic agriculture markets are the USA - with a turnover of 40
billion euros, Germany - 10 billion, France - 7.9 billion, China - 7.6 billion. Most often
organic products are bought in Switzerland. Organic agriculture is practiced in 181
countries, where 69.7 million ha are occupied by farms of this type.

Organic agriculture is legally regulated in 93 countries of the world. In the world,
according to the same statistical data, there are 2.9 million farms/producers. Among
them, India has the most 835,000, Uganda - 210,352, Mexico - 210,000. (Ghongadze, :
2020).

So, the development of organic farms leads to the creation of a diverse assortment

of ecologically clean products. The demand for similar, ecologically clean agro-products
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has also increased from the visitors. Consequently, the demand for Agritourism travel
has increased.

All this affects the results. In particular: in the world, during the last 50-60 years,
the field of tourism is developing at a fast pace. 25-30% of the total number of tourists
choose Agro Tourism. In terms of income, Agro Tourism accounts for 20-30% of all
tourism income. (Kvaratskhelia...2020).

It is also important to select correctly those tourist destinations where, by solving
infrastructural problems, it will be possible to eliminate overloading of tourist facilities
as much as possible, thus achieving the principle of authenticity and capacity.

Also, the farmers should take into account the ecological danger while serving
the guests, so as not to damage the environment. That is, the emphasis should be placed
on the positive side of the activity, on the improvement of Socio-Economic conditions,
so that the observance of environmental safety rules is taken into account.

Therefore, various trends have been identified in the tourism sector, the demand
for medical, health and agro tours is growing.

In addition, it is mandatory to observe the relevant principles, which will allow
farmers to comply with the principles of environmental protection, sanitary-hygienic
safety, consumer rights protection norms and related recommendations.

In the third chapter of the work, "Development of Agro Tourism in Georgia, on
the example of Guria region", in the first sub-chapter, "Development of Agro Tourism
in Georgia", the current state of Agro Tourism in the country is presented. Agro
Tourism in Georgia has been forming over the years and is getting its perfect shape. The
main stages of its development are:

1999 year - the first attempt to introduce and develop Agro Tourism in Georgia.
In that period, in order to develop Agro Tourism, it was necessary to develop the
infrastructure of agricultural areas, improve living conditions in rural areas, create
additional income for the farmer, and produce natural agricultural products. (Decree of
the President of Georgia No. 627 of November 21, 1999).

2004 year - the definitions of Agro Tourism were already reflected in the legal

act. In particular:
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"Agritourism is a type of tourism that develops on the basis of three branches:
tourism, agriculture and ecology".

"Agro Tourism center is a place, a settlement, a village or a township, which,
with the level of agricultural development, ecological, climatic, historical-cultural
traditions and monuments, and other tourist resort potential, represents a geographical
area of health, knowledge and direct contact with rural life." (Assessment... : 2020).

Since that period, it was understood and realized that: each village of Georgia
with its unique landscape, way of life, unique cultural-historical monuments, protected
areas, rural farms possessed the rich resources necessary for the development of Agro
Tourism (Decree of the President of Georgia No. 385 of August 8, 2003 ).

2005 year - the Georgian version of the definition of Agro Tourism was also
formed: "Agro Tourism means the travel of tourists with the aim of living like a local
resident, working with a farmer in the field, milking a cow, working the land, eating
with him, that is, for a certain time, becoming members of the host's family."
(Kirvalidze, : 2005).

2010 year - According to the 2010-2017 state strategy of regional development
of Georgia, it was important to develop mechanisms for diversifying the tourism sector
and developing domestic tourism, which would contribute to the development of
various types of tourism, including Agro Tourism in the country.

2014 year - Almost all regional development strategies for 2014-2021 describe
Agro Tourism as one of the development tools.

2015 year — Agro Tourism as a direction of development of non-agricultural
sector in the strategy of agricultural development of Georgia (2015-2020) is considered
as a means of diversification, development of non-agricultural sector. "Agriculture itself
will not be able to create enough jobs for the people living in rural areas. Therefore, the
government planned to encourage the development of non-agricultural enterprises in
rural areas in such areas as services, processing enterprises, Agro Tourism, etc.
(Assessment... : 2020).

December 2017 year - in order to develop Agro Tourism, the Association of
Producers of Agricultural Bioproducts of Georgia was established. according to which,

the main principles of bioproduction are: Healthy food;
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» Preservation of natural ecosystem;

> Justice;

» Care for future generations. (Bio...).

Based on the mentioned principles, some farmers connected organic farming
with Agro Tourism. which allows to receive tourists, offer them overnight
accommodation, show how agricultural products are produced. Also, promote rural
promotion and tourism development.

The involvement of farmers in Agro Tourism has led to the demand of tourists.
They are looking for interesting places, motivated to study and observe agricultural
production technology, which will be supported by traditional, historical experience
and approaches along with modern achievements. (Kvaratskhelia... : 2020).

2019 year - the formation of Agro Tourism products became intensive. In the
same year, the potential of Agro Tourism was mentioned in the development strategy
of highland settlements as a direction with development potential. (Georgian...).

Recently, a draft law on Agro Tourism was created, which entered into force on
June 1, 2022. The law defines measures to be taken by the state, including tax benefits,
which aim at economic empowerment of the population living in rural areas and
elimination of existing social problems.

Accordingly, in terms of living standards, there are significant differences
between rural and urban settlements. For example, according to the data of the National
Statistics Service of Georgia, in 2018, compared to households living in rural areas, the
average monthly income of urban households was 19.0% higher. In the same year,
absolute poverty was 23.1% in rural areas and 18.0% in urban areas. And according to
the data of 2019, social inequality has increased, in particular, according to the data of
Sakstat, 23.7% of the population lives below the poverty line in rural areas, and 16.4%
in the city. (Explanatory...: 2021).

Therefore, for rural development, various measures and programs should be
implemented at the level of regional municipalities. So, for example, from 2021, the
Georgian Farmers' Association with the financial support of the Canadian Department
of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development "in order to strengthen women

entrepreneurs involved in Agritourism living in different regions of Georgia" is
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implementing a project whose goal is to promote and develop Agritourism facilities in
Georgia.

Based on the available data, it can be said that Agro Tourism is one of the most
interesting offers for tourists.

In addition, farmers are focused on creating diverse bio-farms and providing
natural products. They supply products to both local markets and tourists.

In the second sub-chapter of the third chapter of the paper, "Potential of Agro
Tourism in the Guria region", it is justified that the region is distinguished by the
possibilities of Agro Tourism development. Guria is located in western Georgia, on the
edge of the Black Sea. It includes three administrative districts: Ozurgeti, Chokhatauri
and Lanchkhuti municipalities and 186 villages.

A large part of the population is employed in agriculture. They grow: corn, nuts,
tea, nuts and fruits, citrus, grapes, etc.

Animal husbandry is less developed. 68.1 thousand cattle, 6.9 thousand pigs,
528,690 poultry, 8.2 thousand sheep and goats are registered in the region. There are up
to 15 small fish farms where carp and trout are bred. There are 12.2 thousand families
of bees.

An important part of Guria's economy is agriculture, as well as the service sector
- trade and tourism. Tourism is especially developed in the coastal area of the region,
where the famous resorts - Ureki, Shekvetili (Kaprovani) and Grigoleti are located. In
the high mountain alpine zone - Bakhmaro and Gomismta. There are two balneological
resorts - Nabeglavi and Lower Nasakirali. (Guria... : 2021).

All three municipalities of the Guria region are distinguished by diverse farms.
The leading branches of agriculture are: citrus growing, fruit growing, vegetable
growing, tea growing. An important place is occupied by the food industry, there are
agro-enterprises of various profiles. The resources and potential needed for the
development of Agro Tourism in each municipality are discussed.

The Agro-tourism possibilities of the region are confirmed by the presence of
already operating facilities. For example: in Ozurgeti - "Churchkhela enterprise”,

cooperative "Natanevi", greenhouse and cold storage - production of strawberries. In

-69 -



Lanchkhuti - fish farm "Misho Aremare", "Bichiko Kvevrebi". In Chokhatauri - family
hotel and dried fruit factory "Skiji House" and others.

Based on the research carried out by us in 2021, a total of 566 farmers have been
registered in all three municipalities of Guria, of which 80 farmers are involved in
agrotourism. Out of 80 objects, 41 Agro-tourist locations are in Ozurgeti municipality,
16 in Chokhatauri municipality, 23 in Lanchkhuti municipality.

So, utilization of Agro Tourism resources in Guria region has started. This is
indicated by small farms. However, this is only the beginning stage. It is necessary to
activate more in this direction, both with the interest and involvement of farmers, as
well as with the direct help and determination of the local self-government.

In the third chapter, the third sub-chapter of the work, "Perspectives for the
development of agrotourism in the Guria region", the results of the research carried out
by us in order to ascertain the possibilities of the development of agrotourism in the
Guria region are presented.

The main goal of the study was to assess the current situation from the point of
view of the development of agrotourism in the mentioned region and to determine the
directions for improving the management of agrotourism at the regional level.

The main task of the research was to obtain data on the opinions and work
process of the private sector related to the field of agrotourism.

The results of the research are extremely important, both for the state and the
private sector, in order to properly plan agrotourism and then use it in practical
activities. As a result of the research, the following problems were identified:

71 less access to financial resources;

71 Despite the fact that one of the foundations of the development of agrotourism
is the improvement of the agricultural sector - due attention is not paid to the problems
in the sector, be it the fight against pests or other types of diseases. In addition, farmers
do not have enough knowledge and experience in this direction;

_| There is no support for farmers interested in agrotourism: financially, with
equipment, with quality pesticides, key markets are not being sought;

| Sometimes, low-quality, imported products in the region have a much lower

price than local natural products, which is one of the hindering factors;
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_| The underdevelopment of local production is a significant loss for the region,
which prevents the employment of residents;

1 Farmers are less informed about the benefits of agrotourism.

"1 Today, there is a lack of ecologically clean products in the world, and farmers,
by using and developing their farms, will be able to offer visitors from different parts of
the world a clean environment and a natural village atmosphere, which is beneficial for
both parties. In this case, they will be able to sell local products and get additional
income;

_| The difficulty of finding financial resources is one of the hindering factors for
the development of agro-tourism activities;

_| The carelessness of the farmer and lack of awareness of the fact that the
environment is damaged by chemical poisons and poisons, the soil becomes less
productive for a long time, poses a significant threat to the environment.

Solving the problems raised by the interviewed farmers will help them to
establish and expand their farms.

Well-managed farms will allow farmers to offer a variety of agricultural products
to consumers interested in agrotourism: tea, wine, fruits, fish, meat, etc. Sh. Also,
tourists should be introduced to advanced methods of product manufacturing and
processing. to include them in the process of production of agricultural products. The
development of similar processes will contribute to employment and income growth of

farmers in all three municipalities of Guria.
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ITII. Conclusions and Suggestions

We developed the following conclusions and suggestions on the basis of the
research conducted to identify the opportunities for the development of agrotourism in
the Guria region:

7 For the development of agro-tourism in the villages of Guria, it is first
necessary to develop farming and then connect it with tourism. In this case, tourists
will have the opportunity to relax not only in high-class hotels, but also in farmer's
families, to buy local agricultural products. to participate in harvesting. become a
participant in the process of creating agricultural products;

_I Rich natural resources can be considered as the primary contributing factor to
the development of agrotourism in the villages of Guria: landscape, panoramic views.
There are many such places in Guria - for example, which can be arranged in the village
of Oragve, village of Atsana and Chochkhati community of Lanchkhuti municipality.

Asve, villages located near climatic and balneological resorts - for example,
villages located in Chokhatauri municipality between Bakhmaro and Nabeglavi, where
agriculture is well developed, especially animal husbandry. Also, Ureki, Kotetili, the
surrounding area of Grigoleti, where both citrus growing and energy growing, poultry
farming, and animal husbandry are developed.

The pandemic caused by COVID-19 has hampered the development of almost
all sectors, including tourism, resulting in a severe economic crisis and job losses. In the
given situation, one of the opportunities to renew the industry and bring it out of the
crisis has become agrotourism. The development of agrotourism brought forward the
need for the production of agricultural products, which can be tasted in farms located
in Guria as well.

7 The administration of the region should inform the local population living in
rural areas about how beneficial it is for them and for the economic development of the
region to engage in agro-tourism activities. and then give them the opportunity to
participate in agro-tourism programs;

"1 Demographic component - the region has a difficult demographic situation,

which is negatively affected by migration. Migration processes are caused by a difficult
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social situation, low level of social infrastructure development and little employment
prospects.

The able-bodied population travels to the big cities of Georgia and abroad in
search of work. One of the ways to solve the mentioned problem is the development of
agrotourism. Agrotourism contributes to the improvement of demographic processes in
rural areas and the reduction of the level of migration;

71 At the current stage, tourism cannot play an important role in the
development of the economy of the Guria region, and the tourist potential is not fully
realized, the main reason of which is the malfunction of the roads and tourist
infrastructure;

| The purpose of the events should be focused on attracting visitors interested
in agrotourism in the Guria region and offering a variety of agrotourism products. In
order to further reveal this possibility, it is necessary to develop agriculture, tourism
and other related fields.

To achieve the mentioned goal, it is necessary to utilize the existing resources as
much as possible and then use them effectively. In order to develop agrotourism, it is
necessary to carry out the following measures: agro-credit should be made available to
farmers, the state should establish incentives for agribusiness and entrepreneurs' taxes,
should encourage farmers. From the side of the state, it is necessary to find grants and
investments in the direction of agrotourism, then adjust it to the capabilities of local
farmers:

1 Economic growth - currently, the development of agrotourism potential in the
region is hindered by a combination of such factors as the low level of local private
capital, savings and investments, the low rate of foreign investment inflow into the
region;

J From the analysis of foreign experience and research results of agritourism, it
follows that it is necessary to plan and manage agritourism at the level of individual
municipalities in Georgia, which should take into account the principles of ecological,
social, and economic sustainability;

1 Constant communication of local self-governing bodies with farmers is a

necessity. They should learn about their problems on the spot and help them solve
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them. It is with their help that farmers should be informed and involved in agricultural
projects in order to receive financial resources for starting and expanding their
activities;

"1 Economic growth - currently, the development of agrotourism potential in the
region is hindered by a combination of such factors as the low level of local private
capital, savings and investments, the low rate of foreign investment inflow into the
region;

_| From the analysis of foreign experience and research results of agritourism, it
follows that it is necessary to plan and manage agritourism at the level of individual
municipalities in Georgia, which should take into account the principles of ecological,
social, and economic sustainability;

_| Constant communication of local self-governing bodies with farmers is a
necessity. They should learn about their problems on the spot and help them solve
them. It is with their help that farmers should be informed and involved in agricultural
projects in order to receive financial resources for starting and expanding their
activities;

7 It is important to restore and develop agricultural enterprises and to connect
them with tourism, which promotes the development of local production and
employment of the local population. In particular: it will be more profitable for farmers
if they open their own shops, bakeries, restaurants, where different dishes will be
prepared from the natural products they produce, raw products and semi-finished
products will be sold, say, dairy products and others. The farmer should be focused both
on the quality of the product and its quantity;

71 Infrastructure should be developed along with agrotourism industry. In some
villages, the road is not in order, there are problems with disposal and neglect of waste,
sewage and other problems.

First of all, the orderliness and cleanliness of the agricultural area is important,
as well as the existence of a capital sanitary junction and the tasting space, represented
by traditional materials and architectural elements. Also, informational and road signs
indicating villas, residences, vineyards or tourist farms should be placed in the

settlements;
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_| It is necessary for farmers involved in agrotourism to communicate with each
other. Especially if they live in the same community or village, or even in a nearby
township, because there are cases when a farmer produces only one or a few types of
products. Nevertheless, the visitor may wish to purchase a different product that it does
not produce. In this case, the tourist should be redirected to another local farm.

7] The increase in the number of visitors has a positive effect on the socio-
economic condition of local farmers involved in agro-tourism. However, this impact
has a negative side in terms of disturbing the ecological balance.

Examples of negative impacts of growing tourist flows are: environmental
pollution, waste, degradation of biological diversity by physical action. It is important
to analyze this negative side, which may result from the development of tourism. This
also requires knowing how the named problem can be avoided or minimized. Among
tourism destinations, agrotourism has less negative impact on the environment,
although it needs to be taken into account during the tour.

So that agrotourism connects ecological and economic values, improves the
living conditions of farmers in rural areas, increases the possibility of employment of
the local population;

_| The success of each farmer depends on their own capabilities. Opportunities
mean: proper farming, thorough knowledge of a foreign language and work by a farmer,
development of skills necessary for serving tourists and then adapting it to practical
skills.

1 Distinctive signs of service quality should be introduced in the form of a
certificate. Obtaining certificates should be aimed at those who excel in handicrafts,
pottery, cooking, use of modern and ancient agricultural technologies, farming, animal
husbandry, or any farmer who has an original and distinctive backyard, etc. sh.;

71 Realization of the theory in practice requires compliance with specific
conditions, which include: the tourist must live on a farm, eat the products grown by
the farm nation. hygiene and safety standards should be observed;

_I It is necessary to carry out marketing activities, which involves studying the

behavior of the user, focusing on his demand and organizing advertising.
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| Advertising organization plays an important role in agro-tourism industry.
Farmers produce different types of agricultural products, so advertising means should
be adapted to their needs. So that it is attractive to visitors. For this purpose, the
implementation of such events as: "Agritourism Festival", the use of relevant brochures,
web pages, advertising announcements, etc. is conditioned. sh;

71 Branding and packaging of the product, which means the name of the farm,
the logo, the packaging of the natural, high-quality product produced there. And when
organizing the advertisement, it's all about presenting it. This component is needed to
increase the awareness of the tourist object, which in turn leads to the attraction of
more customers.

| An agrotourism association should be established. Representatives of which,
taking into account the interests of farmers, issue guidebooks, promote the existing
routes "Tea Road", "History of Chkhaveri", develop programs and new routes.

1 In order to promote healthy nutrition, there are farms in all three
municipalities of Guria, where tourists are offered: "wine tour”, "tea tour”, getting to
know greenhouse, nursery, flower, fish farms, getting to know the rules of cattle and
small livestock care, local dairy production , traditional technology. The opportunity to
taste and buy the product on the spot.

_| The new agro-tourism model should include: accommodation - in a cottage
located on a farm, or another way of accommodation can be: Guruli Oda, rural agro-
tourism hotel. In addition to this, getting to know the local cuisine, the participation of
tourists in the preparation of dishes and then tasting them. Cooking and organic farming
courses should be on offer. The tour includes: excursion to the farmer's yard,
participation of tourists in harvesting. Harvesting, as a rule, is accompanied by learning
about folklore, learning folk songs and molkhena.

71 Participation in agro tours, which will be focused on village life and its
activities. Tours can be adjusted to all four seasons of the year. In particular: agro tours
can last throughout the year.

In the summer, manors and villas host tourists in rural houses near the beaches

of Ureki, Kotupili and Grigoleti. At this time, besides participating in the activities of
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local gardeners and buying and tasting natural products, tourists will also relax at the
sea.

In autumn, farmers invite tourists to participate in harvesting and orange
harvest.

In winter - in the villages near Bakhmaro resort and Gomismta, they will be
involved in the traditional method of obtaining dairy products.

And in the spring - arranging excursions, with the help and organization of
farmers. In other local farms, it will be possible to get to know and learn about spring
work. For example, working in tea plantations and tasting tea.

Food should be used: vegetable and animal, ecologically clean food. They will eat
typical dishes of Guri. To get to know the production of organically pure corn, potatoes,
honey, milk and meat products, the technology of making local wines and churckhelis.
During the route, tourists will be able to listen to: ancient, traditional, angular songs
preserved in the villages, learn about and buy samples of local handicrafts: socks, gloves,
hats, carpets, headgear, skis, wooden household and musical equipment, etc.

7 Designing and perfecting agro-tourist routes. From the point of view of new
tourist routes, one of the outstanding places in Ozurgeti municipality is the village of
Zedubani, where visitors can see the old settlement of the Guri feudal lords. The view
from the hill of the village is amazing, from where you can see the entire coast of the
Black Sea from Kobuleti to Poti and the valley of the Nataneb River. That place is a
settlement of Nakashidzes. The Nakashidzes were feudal lords who owned the entire
territory that can be seen from the hill of the village, and they had a pasture in Zeduban,
right on this hill. (On Sir Nasakiral.)

Nakashidze had an artificial cave, which he probably used as a wine cellar or for
storing various products. There was an artisanal tea factory nearby. The entrance to the
cave is located on the northern side of the hill and is invisible to the unobserved eye as
it is covered by vegetation. The entrance is wide, and the walls are made of bricks. The
cave was used until the 1920s.

We think that it is possible to renovate and restore the mentioned place, to hold

a small farm - to arrange it to receive agro-tourists;
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| The Development of tourism in rural areas contributes to the improvement of
the ecological situation, the creation of recreational zones and parks, which leads to the
reception of an ecologically clean tourist product. Analogous things can be organized
in Guria as well, which can be taken into account, for example: visiting the Kolkheti
National Park (Imnati area), going on a boat ride and fishing, staying with a farmer's
family from the nearby village of Grigoleti and feeding them.

71 We think it would be good to arrange an old Guri ode, an ethnographic corner
and an agro-museum, a fanchatur in the area near the center in one of the municipalities
of Guria. Nearby, holding a small farm, which will allow visitors to learn about ancient
and modern agricultural techniques and technology, to learn about the history and
ethnography of Guria, to visit and get involved in farming activities. to taste, traditional
Guri dishes and ancient varieties of wines. to listen to Guruli folklore and have fun
watching Khorumi dance;

1 In the village of Natani and Karamo of Lanchkhuti municipality, the variety
of agro-tourism services is related to harvesting. In this sense, citrus is a popular culture.
Citrus picking takes place in October and November. We think that at this time, it will
be interesting for tourists to participate in the orange harvest, who should not only have
the opportunity to stay and eat in a farmer's family, but there should also be a citrus
juice and compote production and processing plant nearby, where tourists will get to
know the production process, buy and taste the products;

1 The development of agrotourism needs to solve a number of tasks, among
which are legislative regulation, creation of infrastructure, constant monitoring of the
development factors of the sector, promotion of the production of ecologically clean
products by the farmer, planning, financing and implementation of effective state
measures, effective use of local resource potential.

The proposed proposals and recommendations can be used: for the specialists of
the local tourism service, in the preparatory training process. Also, in the tourism
development strategies of the Guria region.

For the region of Guria, the best practice can be both legislative regulation and
state programs and projects, which will contribute to the improvement of the living

standards of the local population and economic growth
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