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Abstract

Research issues related to the formation of nationalism and national identity are still relevant
in modern humanities and social sciences. Formation of the national identity is a
multifaceted and multidimensional process and falls into the field of interest of various
scientific fields. The paper presents educational policy of the Democratic Republic of Georgia

and its role in the process of national identity formation in 1918-1921.

After the declaration of independence of Georgia in 1918, one of the most important
directions of the state policy of the democratic republic was fundamental transformation of
the Georgian educational system, and in some cases its re-creation. It was not inferior in its
importance to such reforms as agricultural, economic or self-government ones. The latter
was even related to the democratization processes of the education reform. The Constitution
of Georgia of 1921 is considered to be an example of the Georgian model of democracy.
However, it should be mentioned that we should continue the search for the Georgian model
of democracy in the educational policy of the First Republic. All the more, taking into
consideration the circumstances that this model simultaneously included an educational
system based on the principles of cultural equality and democracy on the ground of
nationality. The purpose of our research is to determine the process of formation and
development of the Georgian national identity according to the educational policy carried
out in 1918-1921 and the peculiarities of the national identity of the Democratic Republic of

Georgia.

In order to study the issue, we used the modernist theory of nationalism as a theoretical
framework, the authors of which emphasize the all-important and defining role of education
in the formation of the national identity. In the modernist theory of nationalism, three
courses are distinguished: economic, political and socio-cultural. Based on the interests of the
research, we chose the aspects that are in compliance with the research problem and
determine the role of culture, education, development of a school system, generally
educational policy in the formation of the people’s national identity and the influence of
socio-political and cultural factors on this process. During the research process, two
directions were identified, which also confirmed the research hypothesis. According to the

\"



first direction, in 1918-1921, the markers of cultural nationalism formed in the 60s of the
19th century are still important for defining the national identity: the issue of Georgian
language and teaching in the native language, the necessity of studying the history of
Georgia and developing Georgian culture; according to the second direction, it moves from
the cultural to the processes aimed at the formation of the nation-state, which is reflected by
the manifestation of the initial signs of civic nationalism. These are: democratic development
of the country, formation of civic consciousness, the right of education for national
minorities along with the ideas of Europeanism in the educational policy, issues of
establishing secularization, elements of the transition from the cultural to the civic
nationalism. Accordingly, the markers of the national identity of 1918-1921 represent a
unity of two directions and it does not have an expressly monolithic face, and this is
confirmed by the educational policy of 1918-1821. In order to check the research hypothesis,
we used the following research methods: discourse analysis and qualitative content analysis.
The research methods helped us in terms of contextualization of the empirical materials.
These are: archival materials of 1918-1921, records of government meetings, reports,
documents, summary reports, minutes, orders, decrees, newspaper articles, speeches of

politicians and public figures, journalistic letters.

It will be possible to use the findings of the research in various adjacent fields of
humanitarian sciences, such as: educational sciences, studies of nationalism, most recent

history of Georgia, etc.

Key words: educational policy, national identity, people/nation, nation-state, Democratic

Republic of Georgia.
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