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NGOs Request to Be Included in the Working
Meeting on the Implementation of
the 9 Recommendations of the EU Commission

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

Ten non-governmental orga-
nizations ,focused on democ-
racy and judicial supremacy
have released a statement and
requested participation in the
upcoming working meeting to
discuss the implementation of
the nine recommendations out-
lined by the European Commis-
sion.

According to their statement,
on January 29, the Parliament
of Georgia held a working meet-
ing concerning the implementa-
tion of the mentioned recommen-
dations, where they engaged
with opposition parties and rep-
resentatives of the national plat-
form of the Eastern Partnership
Civil Society Forum. Upon learn-
ing about the working meeting
in the Parliament of Georgia,
some civil organizations wrote to
the Chairman of the Parliament,
seeking involvement in the work
process. However, at the current
stage, their request has been
denied, and the Parliament re-
fused to invite the public orga-
nizations expressing interest in
participating in the work process
to the meeting.

As signatory organizations,
they emphasize not being mem-
bers of the platform but have
been actively working on issues
covered by the European Union’s
nine recommendations for sev-
eral years.

The organizations, dedicated
to democracy and judicial su-
premacy, called on the Parlia-
ment to expand cooperation with
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the civil sector and adopt a com-
prehensive working format that
includes the participation of in-
terested organizations.

“On January 29, concerning
the implementation of the 9 rec-
ommendations of the European
Commission, the Parliament of
Georgia conducted a working
meeting with opposition parties
and representatives of the na-
tional platform of the Eastern
Partnership Civil Society Forum.

As signatory organizations,

we are not members of the plat-
form; however, we have been
working on the issues covered by
the EU’s 9 recommendations for
years.

After it became known that a
working meeting was planned in
the Parliament of Georgia, some
civil organizations wrote to the
Chairman of the Parliament,
requesting involvement in the
work process.

In the statement signed by
organizations dedicated to de-

mocracy and judicial su-
premacy, we urged the Parlia-
ment to broaden cooperation
with the civil sector, ensuring
the adoption of a comprehensive
working format that includes
the participation of interested
organizations.

However, at this stage, our
request was denied, and the Par-
liament refused to invite the
public organizations that had
expressed interest in participat-
ing in the work process to the

meeting,” the statement reads.

The statement was signed by
the following non-governmental
organizations: Georgia Young
Lawyers Association (GYLA);
Safari; Center for Social Justice;
Democracy Research Institute
(DRI); European-Georgian Insti-
tute (EGI); Information Develop-
ment Institute (IDFI); Open
Space Caucasus; Rights Georgia;
International Society for Fair
Elections and Democracy; Hu-
man Rights Center.

Swedish Ambassador Anna Lyberg Holds Meetings with Chairs of
Foreign Relations and European Integration Committees

-

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

ikoloz Samkharadze,

Chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee of the Par-
liament of Georgia, met with
Anna Lyberg, the Ambassador
of the Kingdom of Sweden to
Georgia.

During the meeting, the dis-
cussion covered existing bilat-
eral relations between Georgia
and Sweden, exploring possibili-
ties for enhancing cooperation at
the parliamentary level.

Samkharadze provided the
ambassador with updates on
Georgia’s European and Euro-
Atlantic integration, detailing
the nine-step implementation
process outlined by the European
Commission and presenting fu-
ture plans.

Lyberg and Samkharadze
delved into regional security
matters, focusing on the security
environment in the South
Caucasus, and addressing the
challenging situation in
Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali
region occupied by Russia.

The parties also discussed do-
mestic political issues, the ongo-
ing pre-election period, and the
agenda for the upcoming spring
session of the Parliament.

The Chairwoman of the Eu-
ropean Integration Committee,
Maka Bochorishvili, also met
with the Swedish Ambassador.

During the discussion, the
parties addressed both bilateral
and multilateral cooperation be-
tween Georgia and Sweden,
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exploring avenues for strength-
ening ties. The meeting delved
into issues concerning Georgia’s
integration into the European
Union and the implementation

of recommendations.

Maka Bochorishvili empha-
sized Georgia’s commitment to
reforms, ensuring readiness for
EU membership. She high-
lighted the priority placed on the
country’s economic development,

fostering connections between
people and business circles, and
the significance of cooperation
with the European Union and its
member states.

Anna Lyberg congratulated
Georgia on attaining the status

of a candidate country for the
European Union, expressing
positive sentiments about the
enduring cooperation between
the two nations.

Notably, Sweden affirmed its
support for Georgia’s EU inte-

gration and willingness to assist
the country in various capaci-
ties. During the meeting, both
parties agreed on fostering coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries to deepen inter-parliamen-
tary relations.
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Abkhazian De Facto
Leaders Discuss
Military Preparedness
and Security Measures

Per Abkhazian media reports,
the de facto President of
Abkhazia and the de facto Min-
ister of Defense discussed the
significance of Abkhazia’s com-
bat readiness during their meet-
ing.

“Providing military security is
the most important task for the
country’s government and the
population as a whole. Taking
into account the current situa-
tion and the hostilities in
Ukraine, the risk of starting

new military conflicts is increas-
ing,” de facto President Aslan
Bzhania said.

Vladimir Anua, the de facto
Defense Minister, has an-
nounced the establishment of
seven reserve units in Abkhazia.
Additionally, for the first time in

the last 13 years, the salaries of
military personnel are set to in-
crease. Official reports state that
100 million rubles have been al-
located from the budget of
Abkhazia to enhance combat and
mobilization readiness, includ-
ing the preparation of fuel equip-
ment for military planes and
helicopters.

Bzhania stated, “The state
will uphold the armed forces of
the Republic of Abkhazia as the
primary institution of our state-
hood.”

Parliament Chairman
Shalva Papuashvili
Announces Plan to

Approve Government
Next Week

The Chairman of the Parlia-
ment of Georgia, Shalva
Papuashvili, announced that
the plan is to approve the gov-
ernment in the next session
week.

As highlighted by Shalva
Papuashvili, the process of
approving the government
spans several days, with the
government program under-
going initial discussions in
committees before reaching

the plenary session.

“The review will be spread
over several days. Our goal is to
approve the composition of the
government next week. Salome
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Zourabichvili will also give a
speech since, according to the
regulations, her address is
scheduled for the first day of the
spring session. All these pro-
cesses will be completed next
week. I will submit my annual
report in the following session
week of February,” said
Papuashvili.
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According to him, there will
be a session of the bureau next
week, during which the
government’s hearing schedule
will be approved. Subsequently,
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there will be several days of dis-
cussions in the committees, fol-
lowed by engagement with the
opposition. Finally, the issue will
be brought to the plenary ses-
sion.

“The plan is for the govern-
ment to be approved in the next
session week,” Papuashvili said.

Quality control laboratory and online platform: EU-funded
initiative in Bolnisi, Georgia, marks its completion

he ‘Bolnisi Model — a Suc-

cessful Example for Local
Economic Development’, an EU-
funded initiative, recently
marked its completion with a
forum in Bolnisi, Georgia.

In its two years, the project
achieved a number of results
including integrating a quality
control laboratory into the
Bolnisi agro-centre to improve
the standards of agricultural
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products such as cereals, milk,

and wine.

The project also supported the
launch of the online platform
www.bolnisiagrocenter.ge,
which has contributed to the
development of the local market.
On the platform, Bolnisi agricul-
tural producers can showcase
their products. At the same
time, it simplifies the purchas-
ing process for those wishing to
buy agrarian products from
Bolnisi.

The project also introduced
the ‘Sustainable and Green City’
strategy. As part of this initia-
tive, energy efficient benches
were installed and modern bus
stops were built, which signifi-
cantly improved the infrastruc-

ture and appearance of the city.

The total budget of the Bolnisi
Model project amounted to
+250,000. It includes a * 200,000
grant from the European Union,
supplemented by a *50,000 con-
tribution from the Municipality
of Bolnisi.

The EU funding was dis-
bursed as part of a wider EU-
funded programme for the East-
ern Partnership region — the
‘Mayors for Economic Growth’
(M4EG) initiative, which aims to
empower municipalities so that
they can plan and implement
effective changes in their region.
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