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Emzar Pazhava

Associate Professor of Georgian Technical University

GENESIS OF THE EUROPEAN ORIENTATION OF GEORGIA

ABSTRACT

The European orientation of Georgia from ancient times until today is discussed in the
work.

Every important issue, which took place during this part of the history is briefly reviewed in
the article. The following topics are discussed in the article: relationships of Georgia with ancient
world; Georgian identity similarities with European; Georgian participation in the Crusades;
the correspondence of the Georgian kings with the Pope; activities of the Catholic missionaries
in Georgia; the attempts of Georgian kings to establish relations with Europe; the activities of
Georgian immigrants in Europe and their role in unifying Europe; the participation of Georgia in
European integration processes and its impact on further development of the country.

Key words: Georgia; Europe; Eurointegration.

Introduction

Despite many obstacles and occasional intermittence, Georgia’s desire to pursue cultural,
religious, military, diplomatic, political and economic ties with the European world has never
faded, which ultimately determined Georgia’s crucial attitude towards the European values and
played a decisive role in the formation of the country’s orientation.

That is why the study of the historical relationship with the Western world and a new
conceptualization is given the importance of a certain guide for the future of the Georgian state.

A versatile (geographic, cultural, identical, etc.) study of the genesis process of Georgia's
orientation towards Europe will at the same time allow us to reveal the influence and relationship
of European (Western) culture with the Georgian one, the role of Europe in the development of the
Georgian culture, and also determine what kind of coexistence the Europeans and the Georgians
had and how their traditions were compatible with each-other. We also try to identify what kind
of acceptance of Western values the Georgia has had over the centuries, what relationships have



existed between them and how it reflected on the country's identity and domestic and foreign
political orientation.

Historically, for Georgia, the issue of foreign-political orientation was the cornerstone of
its existence. As for the issue of the country's orientation towards Europe itself, from ancient
times to the present, it has a special place in Georgian historiography.

Thus, Georgia's orientation towards Europe is not a modern fact. It has deep historical roots.
It was Georgia's permanent cultural, political and economic ties with the European world (not
counting the intermittent period that set a great foundation for the country's further development)
that determined Georgia's attitude to European values and played a decisive role in Georgia's
European orientation. (Pazhava, 2020)

From this viewpoint, the study of the genesis of Georgia's orientation towards Europe is
a necessary task on the way of its European integration, since the study and new understanding
of the perspective of Georgia's past historical relationship with the Western world is of great
importance for conceptualizing of the country's further development. This doubles the relevance
of the proposed topic.

As it is known, in general, the development vector of the country is determined by many
factors, including cultural, historical and geopolitical.

And today, at the modern stage of historical development, under conditions of occupation
and annexation of the country, the unconditional priority of Georgia's foreign policy should be
Europe and it has no other alternative. Therefore, the assertion of orientation towards Europe as
the most important foreign political vector in Georgia needs historical legitimacy.

Thus, the study of Georgia's orientation is of special importance for understanding
the prospective development of the country and it creates a new reality for the fundamental
reconfiguration of its social, political, economic and cultural space.

Despite the fact that lots of work have been written and being written about the Georgian-
European relationships, no generalizing work over the topic of Georgia’s European orientation
genesis has been created so far. Until now, Georgian-European relationships were discussed
in terms of the historical relationships between the two countries or between Georgia and
its neighboring countries. Considering this, the study of the genesis of Georgia's orientation
towards Europe and its evolution will be an interesting news for Georgian historiography. When
researching the above-mentioned issues, the attention will be focused on historical, geographical,
cultural and political relations.

The characteristics of the genesis of Georgia's orientation to Europe, which were based on
different realities in different historical eras, should be generalized.

Relations of Georgians with the European world

Exactly the Kartvelian tribes were an integral part of the above-mentioned European world
at the initial stage of the civilization have developed here, which is confirmed by the Greek and
Roman sources.

Akaki Urushadze points out that the notes by Herodotus, who considers the Pelasgians to be
the autochthons of the Aegean, is of a particular interest. Thucydides has the similar notes. Other
Greek and Roman authors are of the same opinion, including Strabo, Stephen of Byzantium, who
verifies Nicholas of Damascus, according to whom the aborigines of various parts of Hellas are
Pelasgians (Urushadze, 1964, p. 110).



European scientists Kretschmer, Blumenbach, as well as Georgian scientists, believed that
proto-Georgians are ethnically, linguistically and culturally related to European aborigines - pre-
Indo-Europeans, pre-Aryans, pre-Celts, including Etruscans, Pelasgians and proto-Basques. The
ancient Greeks and Romans called these first inhabitants of Europe Iberians (Gamsakhurdia ,
1991, p. 9).

Zviad Gamsakhurdia's discussion about the Georgians resettlement is noteworthy in his
work "Spiritual Mission of Georgia", where he uses many sources including Georgian and
foreign scientists. Based on Wilhelm Humboldt (1767-1835), he indicates that the primary
autochthonous population of Southern Europe: Pyrenees, Mediterranean islands was Iberian.
This population was called the Proto-Iberians, from whom the later European population has
derived, who lived from the Pyrenean Peninsula to the Mediterranean basin, the Balkans, modern
Greece, the Caucasus, as well as Asia Minor and Palestine. This was the dissemination area of the
Proto-Iberian lineage, with many branches, - according to Wilhelm Humboldt (Gamsakhurdia ,
1991, p. 193).

Based on the works of foreign scholars, Zviad Gamsakhurdia also concludes that Troy
is the same Kolkhian world, since the dispute between the Achaeans and the Trojans, the
Trojans explain the abduction of Helen as a kind of revenge for their earlier abduction of Medea
(Gamsakhurdia , 1991, p. 195).

Thus, according to Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the Kolkhian, Pelasgian, Trojan and Minoan
worlds are the related worlds, or rather, one world, and he uses the works of many authors as an
argument for this (from Homer to modern times).

In this regard the works of the famous Georgian scientist Rismag Gordeziani are very
interesting. On the one hand, he points out that "one very important factor nurtures the longing
for a common European heritage in our country. Our country has participated in the ongoing
processes in the Mediterranean basin since time immemorial. As it turns out, the Kartvelian tribes
may have had genetic relations with the pre-Greek civilization peoples (Pelasgians, Leleges,
Minoans, etc.), as well as with the ancient population of Italy, the Etruscans. The centuries-
old history of Greek-Georgian relationships seems to have originated from the Mycenaean era.
This found its reflection in the Greek myths about Prometheus and the Argonauts' expedition.
Ancient Colchis became one of the most important countries outside Greece where the storyline
of the myth of the Argonaut cycle developed. Medea, Aetius, Circe, Apsirtos, and other Colchian
mythological characters firmly established their names in Greek literature.

Moreover, numerous Kartvelian tribes appear quite often in fiction, as well as in ancient
historiography and scientific writings.

It can be said that Greek and Roman sources are considered the most important written
sources about ancient Georgia. Alongside archaeological data they provide an opportunity to
restore the ancient history of our country.

This determined the fact that the monuments of ancient literature are the texts containing
important information about our country (Gordeziani , R; Tonia N., 2007, p. 8).

Among the ancient Greek and Roman authors, who relied on the ancient legends and narration,
we often find indirect references to the identities of the Pelasgians and the Caucasian tribes. The
Pelasgian Thessalians, the Trojans of Asia Minor, the Pelasgian Synths living on the island of Lemnos
and others are considered to be related tribes of the Colchis (Urushadze, 1964, p. 121).



Thus, Asia Minor, the island of Crete and many parts of the Mediterranean Sea considered
to be the heritage of the pre-Hellenic-Pelasgian population. The Colchian tribes should have had
a remarkable role and place (Janashia, 1959, p. 192) in the ancient Crete "Minoan population".
The peoples of this tribe created large cultural centers over the vast territory of ancient Asia and
southern Europe (Urushadze, 1964).

As for the ancient period, the Georgian-Greek relationships have become intense by that
period, especially since so-called Great Greek New Buildings (VIII-VI cc. B.C.) till VI c. A.D.
During this period Greeks have founded numerous settlements on the eastern coast of the Black
Sea. For example: Phazis (near Poti), Gyenos (near Ochamchire), Dioskuria (near Sokhumi),
Pityunti (near Bitchvinta). The promotion of new buildings was facilitated by the "Great Silk"
trade road, spread from India to the Black Sea, to the city of Phazis, and headed to the Greek world.

The Greeks were mainly engaged in trade relations with Colchis. Textiles, jewelry, pottery
and other luxury items such as oil were imported from Greece. Flax and flax products, furs,
leather, as well as valuable types of wood, gold and iron were exported from Georgia.

The establishment of Greek New Buildings definitely played an important role in developing
the cultural-economic relationships between the people of the Black Sea coast and the ancient
world and, in general, fostered trade-economic life in these places and somewhat accelerated the
process of socio-economic development among the local population (narkvevebi, 1970, p. 276).

Colchis seemed to be a well-developed country by the 6th-4th centuries BC. Iron processing
reached a high level. The numerous discovered pitchers indicate the advancement of viticulture
and winemaking. Goldsmithing was at a very high level of development as well. The existence
of local money indicates the high development of Colchis. Silver coins were minted in Colchis
in the VI-III centuries BC, called "Kolkhuri Tetri". “Kolkhur Tetri”” has also been found outside
Georgia (in the Crimea, near Trabzon, in the Fergana Valley in Central Asia), which indicates its
use in international trade circulation.

Xenophon's "Anabasis" contains interesting information about the Georgian tribes who
lived in the southeastern Black Sea coast. Xenophon writes that ,,...at that time the descendent
of Ayet reigned there...

Thus, the Kingdom of Colchis or Egrisi represented a politically and economically
advanced state with a developed culture, which had active economic, cultural and political
relationships with the civilized world of that time, especially with Greece.

The establishment of New Building was followed by the Hellenization of the Mediterranean
Sea, and its influence on the local population was huge from the religious, cultural, political,
socio-economic viewpoint.

Later, (I-II cc. A.D.) the Kingdom of Iberia have set the intensive relationships with
Rome, which had mainly political and economic nature. The area of interest of the Romans was
represented by the trade road that connected the eastern countries with the western countries
through the Caucasus. It is known that Pompey was particularly interested in the possibilities of
trade relationships on this road.

Thus, the kingdom of Iberia in the I-II centuries A.D. played an active role in the foreign
policy of the Roman Empire and even was considered as their ally. The Roman historians Tacitus
and Dion Cassius have given us quite detailed information about this (Gamkrelidze , 2014, p.
133).



Since Kartli received the political status of a "friend of Rome", it is quite clear that the
rulers of Kartli adopted a western cultural and political orientation, and since that political course
became the determining factor for the entire subsequent history of Kartli (and Georgia as a
whole).

In the same period, Colchis (during the time of Aristarchus 65-47) represented a separate
administrative unit, which was later subordinated to the Kingdom of Pontus (narkvevebi, 1970,
p. 369), which was a Roman vassal.

From the beginning of the 4th century, a direct protectorate of Rome was established in
Kartli. "The King of Iberia had to receive the signs of his reign from the Romans". In the political
situation created at that time in the Near East, such an attitude from Rome should have been more
favorable and acceptable for the Kartli government than the domination of the neighboring Iran
over them.

After that, Christianity became the official state religion in Kartli and Egrisi, which was the
basis of a whole complex of cultural-political and socio-economic conditions.

This event is an indicator of the Georgian high cultural level and state strength, which is
confirmed by the extremely important fact that this religion, which came to us from the Eastern
Roman Empire, did not remain Greek-language, but soon after Georgian-language was created,
which in itself led to the creation of the Georgian alphabet (Asomtavruli) and eventually, not
only Translation of Georgian Christological literature, but national writing has rapidly developed
as well. And this was of great importance for the further development of the Georgian people
(istoria, 2010, p. 8).

Conclusion

Although only Colchis was involved in the first stage of relationships with the ancient
world, and later Iberia joined it, it must be said that this relationship was organic, which took
place without alienation and confrontation. These relationships should have been the result of
deep historical memory and centuries-old coexistence.

Therefore, Georgia's aspiration towards the European world seems natural.

Thus, despite the fact that the Kartvelian tribes have participated in the ongoing processes
in the Mediterranean basin since time immemorial, the genesis of the European orientation of
Georgia should begin from the ancient period, since, at this stage, scientists believe that modern
European values originate fr om this period of time.

Georgia's relationship with the European world lasted even after the adoption of Christianity
and was more or less close throughout history and the relationships still remain active and vital
even today.

At the same time, Christianity played an important role in further development of the
Georgian culture. On the one hand, it further connected Georgia with the developed countries of
the West, and on the other hand, the development of Christian ideas greatly contributed to further
development of the Georgian culture.

Adoption of Christianity, itself, have strengthened the state-cultural relationships between
Kartli and Egerisi.
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Gabriele Bragantini

Professor, sulxan saba orbeliani universiteti

30 YEARS OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE HOLY SEE AND
GEORGIA

The article briefly presents the 30 years of relations between the Holy See and Georgia
(1992-2022), relations made official after the independence of Georgia, together with 10 other
countries; it recalls the visits of the Popes John Paul IT and Francis to Georgia; and of the presidents
of Georgia to the Vatican (Shevardnadze, Saakashvili, Marvelashvili and Zurabishvili); as well
as the positive and negative events that have occurred in this period of time.

Keywords: Holy See, Georgia, diplomatic relations.
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The organizational effectiveness of the European Church in politics has led states to imitate
its complex organizational structure, which ultimately required the states to develop a strong
bureaucratic apparatus that would be prescribed (protected) at the legislative level, therefore,
we believe, in this way, principles of political and economic equality have been developed at
the legislative level in Europe. In our opinion, as a result of high competition between states
on the European continent, it became necessary for states to develop effective institutions, as
a result of which modern democracy has taken the form of the most effective political system.
We believe that the historical development of European political systems mainly serves the
search for the most effective political regime, in which the institutions of democracy will be
most fully represented, and the need for transformation is historically determined by interstate -
international competition.
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Since the 30s of the 13th century, the Curia of the Pope of Rome started sending missionaries
to Georgia. The first data about sending of the Franciscan mission to us is available in the letter
sent by Pontifex Gregory IX to queen Rusudan. After the Order of Friars Minor, the missionaries
of the Dominican Order are already appearing in Georgia. The existing correspondence between
the Georgian kings and the Popes of Rome confirms the opinion that Mtskheta Catholicosate
can not have been separated from Rome at that time, therefore, it is natural that the Pope would
not send the order of Franciscans and Dominicans to Georgia to convert Georgians. A logical
question arises: why did the leaders of the Catholic Church send such a number of missionaries
to Georgia, a state that is not so big in terms of territory?

With this paper, we will try to substantiate the opinion that the constant increase in the
number of Franciscan and Dominican missionaries in Georgia was connected with the most
important mission of the eastern policy of the papacy - first in the Ilkhanate Khanate and then
with the spread of Catholic Christianity in the Ulus Juchi, while Georgia was paving the way
for Latin missionaries to Proselytism. Recognition of Catholicism by the Mongols would be
beneficial not only for the Latins, but also for the Georgians. Consequently, the Georgian kings
supported the Franciscans and Dominicans in their activities as much as possible and did not
persecute them.

Thus, during the mentioned period, Georgia became a kind of springboard for the spread of
Catholic Christianity in the territory of the Golden Horde and the Ilkhanate Khanate.

The First Catholic Missionaries in Georgia within the Context of Georgian Foreign Policy
toward Europe
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The papacy started sending missionaries to Georgia in the first half of the 13th century.
Franciscan nuns were the first to arrive here, as it is evident from the letter of Pope Gregory IX
dated April 16, 1234.! The Pope also mentions the name of the brother who came to Georgia
before 1234 and who was told about the benevolent attitude shown by the queen Rusudan towards
the missionaries. It was Jacob de Russano, a brother of the Order of Minorities.” From the same
letter, we also learn the purpose of sending the followers of the Order - to preach Catholicism to
“Christian people, even those who have not perceived the Lord and have not taken the name of
the Lord in vain”? In his work, Prof. Murman Papashvili formulates the opinion according to
which brother Jacob de Russano must have arrived in Georgia before that, in 1221 and 1228.*

Despite the Mongol invasion of Georgia in 1235 and our conquest, they did not prevent
Catholic missionaries from staying here. This can be explained by the religious tolerance of
the pagan Mongols, who considered the will of their first commander, Genghis Khan. They did
not oppress the representatives of other religions for economic or political-religious reasons
and allowed the population to freely practice their confession even on the conquered lands.’
This should also be evidenced by the fact that Pope Gregory IX sent eight more missionaries to
Georgia in 1240, who founded their own monastery after arriving here.

In the same year, Dominican nuns also arrived in Georgia. Their number further increased
in 1245 at the initiative of Pope Innocent IV. Unfortunately, the data about exact number of
Franciscan and Dominican missionaries in Georgia at that time is unavailable, although their
number was quite large, since it was constantly growing from the 30s of the 13th century.® Their
arrival to the Georgians continued unceasingly until 1258. This year, a new wave of Catholic
missionaries arrived in Georgia by the order of Pope Alexander IV.’

Logically, the question emerges: what was the need to send nuns of two orders to Georgia,
which is not so big in terms of territory? What were the goals of the popes when they constantly
increased the number of missionaries with us? It is obvious that their mission was not only to
convert Georgians to the Catholic faith. Especially considering that in the beginning of the 30s
of the 13th century it is obvious from the epistolary legacy between the popes and the Georgian
monarch Rusudan - the ecclesiastical unity between Mtskheta and Rome should not have been
broken yet.

To answer these questions, we consider it necessary to recall and connect several significant
events. First of all, it should be noted that by the end of the 1240s, rumors spread in Europe
that the Mongols believed in one God, and their leaders were Christians or sympathetic to

1 Tabaghua, 1. 1984. ,,Georgia in European Archives and Libraries. (XIII-XVI cc.), v. L. Tbilisi, p. 184-185

2 Papashvili M. Relations of Georgia and Rome VI-XX cc. p. 83-84.

3 Tabaghua I. 1984. ,,Georgia in European Archives and Libraries. (XIII-XVI cc.)*. v. I. Tbilisi, p.185.

4 Papashvili M. 2019. “Georgia in the context of the west’s Eastern policy and the union of churches (XII-XIV
centuries)”, Tbilisi, Sachino, p.146.

5 Evaniseli G. 2022. The religious toleration policy of the Mongols and its diplomatic significance for relations
with the Holy See in the thirteenth century. 73uti. The international scientific journal of Humanities. Tbilisi. Georgia.
Nel. P. 127-134.

6 Papashvili M. Relations of Georgia and Rome VI-XX cc. p. 84=85.

7 Tamarashvili M. 1902. “History of Catholicism among Georgians with introduction and explanation of real
documents from the XIII century to the XX century.” Tbilisi. p. 18.
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Christianity.® Until the 40s of the 13th century, the Pope of Rome could not pay proper attention
to the Mongols, because he also had a serious problem in Europe due to the ongoing conflict with
Friedrich II Staufen. Nevertheless, after the restoration of stability, Pope Innocent IV convened
a church council in Lyon, where one of the main issues for discussion was the Mongols, that is,
the same Tatars.

Archbishop Peter, the representative sent by Mikhail son of Vsevolodi - the Prince of
Chernigov was also present at the Lyon church council convened in 1245. Chief Michael, visiting
Hungarian King Béla IV for the sake of kinship® considered it necessary to send a church steward
to the Pope to find out whether Europe could provide adequate assistance against the Mongols.!°
The above-mentioned Archbishop Peter answered ten questions regarding the Mongols. The
narrative about the beliefs of the “barbarians” is especially important for us out of his answers.
When asked what the Mongols believe, church steward replies that when the conquerors sent a
herald to them, they passed on the following words: ,, God and his son - in heaven, Chiar Khan'!
- on earth.“'* Based on the story of Archbishop Peter, one circumstance is very interesting. In
particular, after so many years (more than ten years have passed since the battle of Kalka) their
knowledge of the foreign people has not been enriched at all,'* since they describe the religion of
the unknown people like Christianity

These vague reports about the Mongols showed the participants of the Lyon church council
that, first of all, it was necessary to urgently send a man to them to solve the church-religious
problems. It was for this purpose that Plano Carpini was sent by Innocent I'V. This is evidenced by
the Pope’s Epistle, the content of which is conveyed by the Franciscan monk himself. According
to him, the Pope only wants Tatars and Christians to live peacefully together. They should be
ascended and saved, that is, to accept Christianity.'

After the journey of the Franciscan monk Plano Carpini with the Mongols, the rumors
spread in Europe about the recognition of one god by the Mongols were further strengthened,
as the latter noted in his work: ,, They [Mongols G.E.] believe in one God, whom they consider
to be the creator of everything visible and invisible... "> Franciscan monk Guillaume Rubrouck,
who came to the Mongols almost ten years later, wrote about the same thing: ,, We [The author
attributes the mentioned words to Mangu, the great Khan of the Mongols G.E.] Mongols believe,
that there is only one God, who alone gives life and death... “'®

Franciscan missionaries bringing similar messages from the East and spreading them to
new people opened the way for Latin missionaries - Dominicans and Franciscans to Proselytism.

8 Jackson P. 2014. ,,The Mongols and The West, 1221 — 1410*. New York. 256.

9 Chief of Chernigov Mikhail son of Vsevolodi married Anna, daughter of Bela IV.

10 Pashuto, V.T.. 1950. “Essays on the history of Galicia-Volyn Rus.” Moscow. page 62

11 According to Archbishop Peter, the Tatars had 12 leaders, the eldest of whom was Tatarkhan, and his son was
the aforementioned Chiarkhan, who in turn had three sons: Tesirkhan, Churikhan and Batatarkhan.Bird J. Peters E.
Powell J. M. 2013. “Crusade and Christendom: Annotated Documents in Translation from Innocent III to the Fall of
Acre, 1187-12917. Philadelphia. P. 327.

12 Pashuto, V.T.. 1950. “Essays on the history of Galicia-Volyn Rus.” Moscow. page 63; Bird J. Peters E. Powell
J. M. 2013. “Crusade and Christendom: Annotated Documents in Translation from Innocent III to the Fall of Acre,
1187-1291”. Philadelphia. P. 328.

13 Pashuto, V.T.. 1950. “Essays on the history of Galicia-Volyn Rus.” Moscow. page 64-66

14 Carpini, P. 1942. “History of the Mongols, whom we call Tatars.”Tbilisi p. 48

15 Ibid. 10

16 Rubrouck G. 1942. “Journey to Eastern Countries”. Thilisi p. 147.
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They had high hope to convert Mongols to Christianity through active preaching.

The mentioned reason was added to the desire of cooperation with the Western Catholic
world on the part of the Ilkhanate Empire - one of the political units formed as a result of the
collapse of the Mongol Empire. This was due to the defeat of the latter against the Egyptian
Sultanate in the battle of Ain Jalut. This showed the Mongols that without help they would not
be able to deal with the enemy.!” Thus, there was a desire for collaboration on both sides, which
was determined by the fight against a common enemy (the Egyptian Sultanate).’®

In 1253-54, by the orders of Louis IX — the king of France Guillaume Rubrouck and
Bartholomew of Cremona were with the Mongols. In addition to preaching Christianity to the
Mongols, they were designated to involve the latter in the anti-Egyptian campaign. As it is
obvious, the main task of the missionaries was to spread Catholicism in the East and promote the
political goals of the West.

The Franciscans settled earlier than the Dominicans both in the kingdom of the Ilkhanate
and in the Golden Horde. After 1298, they reached Kaffa, which was the most important Genoese
trade city in the northern Black Seaside. Kaffa became the stronghold of both orders for preaching
to the Golden Horde. As for the Ilkhanate, they had such centers in Sivas, Salmas and Tabriz in
the 1270s, and the Dominicans - in Sivas and Baghdad."

In 1295, Ilkhanate Khan of Kazan converted to Islam, thus Europe lost an ally against
the Sultanate of Egypt. Although the same Kazan Khan and his heir Oljait tried not to spoil the
relationship with the Catholic West, the religious difference, in our opinion, still put a serious
strain on their relationship. Especially the trust factor was affected. It should be noted here that
the preaching of Catholic Christianity with the Ilkhans continued even after that.

Missionaries had to make a big contribution to the conversion of the Ilkhanate Khanate to
Catholicism, for whom the main stronghold was the city of Sultaniye, founded by Arghun Khan,
which was declared an archeparchy by Pope John XXII in 1318. His papal bull - Redemptor noster
was published on April 1, 1318. Francisque from Perugia was assigned as (Franke a Perugia®)
the first Dominican leader.?! In the same year 1318, according to Mikheil Tamarashvili, Pope
John XXII sent Franciscan and Dominican nuns to Georgia to spread Catholicism. Apparently,
Climatus V sent a great number of missionaries in 1307 as well.?> Strengthening of missionaries
in Georgia should be connected with the process of Islamization that started in the Golden Horde
after the Ilkhanate. To stop this event, it was necessary to gather a large number of preachers in
the East and spread the Catholic word through them. The goal of the Franciscans and Dominicans
in Georgia was not only to spread the Roman faith in Georgia, but also to stop the process of
Islamization of the Golden Horde and convert them into Catholics.

As we can see, at the beginning of the XIV century, the papacy strengthened its missionary

17 Bird J. Peters E. Powell J. M. 2013. “Crusade and Christendom: Annotated Documents in Translation from
Innocent 111 to the Fall of Acre, 1187-1291”. Philadelphia. P. 310; digle D. 2005 ,,The Letters of Eljigidei, Hiilegii,
and Abaga: Mongol Overtures or Christian Ventriloquism? . Inner Asia, p. 152

18 Jackson P. 2014. ,,The Mongols and The West, 1221 — 1410*. New York. P. 256

19 Jackson P. 2014. ,,The Mongols and The West, 1221 — 1410*. New York. Pp. 257-258

20 Papashvili M. Relations of Georgia and Rome VI-XX cc. p. 91

21 Bragantini G. 2018. “Has the Catholic Church existed in Georgia since the thirteenth century?”. Catholic heritage in
Georgia. Tbilisi. pp. 27-28

22 Tamarashvili M. 1902. “History of Catholicism among Georgians with introduction and explanation of real
documents from the XIII century to the XX century.” Tbilisi. p. 28
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activities in this area, when the process of Islamization of the Golden Horde became clear.”
According to the records of one of the missionaries, the local Sufis did not oppose their activities
until the Franciscans began to publicly deny the legitimacy of the Muslim religion.>* Here
an opportunity appeared for Franciscan nuns to preach Catholicism among the nomads too.”
Realizing their own role, the Franciscan fathers created the basis to exaggerate the achievements
of their missionary activity, to encourage the arrival of other brothers from the West and to offer
them a favorable world for their future missionary activity.”® Considering these facts, we have a
solid reason to assume that the establishment of the Franciscan Order in our country served to
become a base for the spread of Catholicism in the Juchi Ulus of Georgia in the future. Missionary
activity in the Golden Horde would have fulfilled its task more easily if the Georgian state had
contributed to it. A similar perspective (meaning the Catholicization of the Golden Horde, G.E.)
should have been gladly accepted by the Georgian side, as far as the spread of Christianity was
concerned among the Mongols. This opinion becomes even more credible if we cite here the
words of one of the missionaries, Yohanka, who wrote: “The Tatars loved Christians, while they
could not stand the Sarkinoses and persecuted them.**’

The realization of Georgia’s importance both for the Crusades and for stopping the process
of Islamization of the Golden Horde resulted in the renewal of the Pope’s active unitarian policy,
which had been long forgotten.?® The letter written by Pope John XXII to the King of Georgia
on October 15, 1322 should have been a sign of the renewal of this policy. The Pope neither
discusses nor calls George the Brilliant to participate in the organized crusade against Egypt.
Nevertheless, this letter cannot be understood without political motives. It is important for John
XXII to try his luck with the Georgians once again and try to return them to the Catholic flock.
Actually, as already mentioned, there are bigger political goals hidden beyond this attempt: in
order to return the Holy Land, the Pope wants to unite another Crusader country in the form of
Georgia with the See of Rome. According to the letter: “... we experience the greatest pain and
excitement, as we see that some parts of the church are cut off from its leader, ... We ask and
pray for the Lord Christ that you immediately return to the united Holy Roman Church and do
not consider less important what we are doing these days by the inspiration of the Lord and the
advice of our obedient brothers. These obedient brothers are engaged in educating you and the
people under your government, with the help of the authority of the Holy Scriptures, which is
provided by our government %

The Pope also points out that he does not expect any benefit from this work, nor does he

23 Hautala R. 2014. ,,The Franciscan Letters from the Golden Horde: Evidence of the Latin Sources against the
Thesis of the Total Nomadic Islamization in the Early Reign of Uzbek Khan (1312/13 — 1341)“. Rossica Antiqua.
Nel. Pp.82-83

24 Anninsky S. A. 1940. “News of the Hungarian missionaries of the XIII-XIV centuries”. about Tatars and
Eastern Europe // Historical archive. M. L. Ne3. P. 91

25 Ibid. pp. 92-93

26 Ibid. pp. 91-92, 109-110

27 Ibid. p. 93

28 Disruption of the existing unity between Mtskheta and Rome should have started from the 40s of the 13th
century, however, the separation between the churches is a long process, and during this process, we repeatedly see
attempts to reconcile and restore unity. Papashvili M. 2019. ,,Georgia in the context of the west’s Eastern policy and
the union of churches (30s of XIII-XIV)*“. Tbilisi. Sachino p. 164; The letter dated October 15, 1322 represented
such an attempt.

29 Tabagua I. 1984. ,,Georgia in European Archives and Libraries. (XIII-XVI cc)®, v. I. Thbilisi. pp. 203-207
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want to humiliate us or “bring down our honor”, but only for our honor and elevation.

In addition to the fact that John XXII calls for George the Brilliant to join the Catholic
Church, two circumstances are worth noting in this letter. Firstly: the Pope agrees to the
convening of the World Church Council if Georgians wish: “... if you give us the excuse that this
is impossible without a general meeting, we will answer you: we look favorably on the invitation
of such meeting for you and for those newly acquired from you, We are ready to receive your
representatives and ambassadors with honor and kindness. “ > We wonder what is the reason for
this? Why does the Pope make such a “concession” in relation to Georgia?

The only explanation we can find for this fact is the importance of Georgia’s greatest role
in the implementation of Pope John XXII’s Eastern policy. We think that this is why the Pope
makes such a “concession”, because if the Georgians see the sincerity of the Pope, then the
Curia will definitely have an ally in the East, both in the crusade and in the work to convert the
Mongols. ,, “We can safely say that after the Union of Lyons, the Georgian Orthodox Church
took the place of Constantinople for the Holy See in the East.“ *' The Pope’s words indicate the
importance of Georgia as they celebrate Georgia’s return to the Holy See: ,,... We will organize a
universal celebration in the name of Christ for all believers and announce with excitement and
Jjoy that the Catholic Church has returned to its original beauty...“ *.

Secondly: The Pope does not consider it necessary to send “ecclesiastical prelates or other
dignities” to negotiate the issue of the union, because the minorities (Franciscans G.E.) have a
long experience of priestly perception and are well-educated in the Holy Scriptures. The Pope
instructs the rulers of Georgia to listen well and believe the nuns sent by him. Also, to ensure
their peaceful journey to reach the Tatars and continue their journey to the peoples living beyond
them.“** The extent of much confidence in the minority brothers should only express one thing.
The Pope believes that they will do their duty. This belief is confirmed by the success they
have achieved in Georgia. In particular, some Georgians accepted Catholicism at that time and
engaged in this activity together with the missionaries working here.** Demetrius of Tiflis is a
clear example of this.

In December 1320, he left Tabriz for Khan-Balik with three Franciscan and one Dominican
monks. Their goal was to find help for Giovanni Montecorvino. On April 9, 1321 Demetrius of
Tiflis was martyred in the city of Thane on Salsette Island.*

Unfortunately, the reciprocal letter of George the Brilliant is not available to us.
Nevertheless, one thing is clear, the king received the minority nuns well. This was the reason for
John XXII’s decision to transfer the center of the Catholic Church, oppressed by the Ottomans,
from Smyrna to Tbilisi. The Pope himself explained the reason for this decision as follows in his
letter to John of Florence: “From now on, with the spread of the Christian faith, the expansion

30 Ibid. p. 208

31 Papashvili M. 2018. “Theoretical projects of Crusades and Georgia in the first half of the XIV century”. Gori
State University, a collection of works. Ne 15. Tbilisi, p. 116

32 Tabagua 1. 1984. ,,Georgia in European Archives and Libraries. (XIII-XVI cc)*, v. I. Tbilisi. p. 208

33 Ibid. pp. 208-209

34 Papashvili M. Relations of Georgia and Rome VI-XX cc. p. 92 Tamarashvili M. 1902. “History of Catholicism
among Georgians with introduction and explanation of real documents from the XIII century to the XX century.”
Thilisi. p. 31

35 Vuraki K. 2018 “Demetrius of Tiflis, martyred in Thane (India)”. CW: Catholic heritage in Georgia. Nel.
Thilisi. pp.33-34
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of the boundaries of the divine cult, and also with other reasonable considerations, with the
advice of our obedient brothers and with our apostolic authority, we will raise the glorious seat
of the Kingdom of Georgia - Thilisi to the rank of an episcopal city... *% Apart from the goodwill
shown by the Georgians towards the Catholic missionaries and other religious moments, there
was another reason behind this action, which Prof. M. Gabashvili discusses in detail. He explains
the transfer of the Catholic center of the East from Smyrna to Tbilisi for economic reasons, in
particular trade reasons. According to him, the trade highway passing through Tabriz and Trabzon
gained special importance in the first half of the XIV century and Tbilisi was an important key
point of this highway. Thus, Rome moved the center of the Catholic Church to the capital of the
country for economic purposes, which at that time controlled the foreign affairs of Trabzon and
at the same time conducted an active policy in the direction of the East.?’

As a conclusion, we can say that the missionary activity in Georgia, which began in the
30s of the XIII century, can be explained by the future goal of the Catholic Church - to convert
the Mongols - a new serious player appearing on the international arena to Catholic Christianity.
Later, the preaching of Catholicism in Georgia itself was added to the given goal, although, as
we mentioned above, there was no need for this in the 30s of the XIII century. The emergence
of rumors about the Mongols, the creation of the illusion by the Ilkhans that they would shortly
accept Catholic Christianity, pushed the Popes of Rome to constantly increase the representation
of mendicant orders in the East. For this, a support, a springboard was needed. Georgia assumed
this role. First of all, because it was in its interests too. Certainly, it would be better if the Mongols
were Christians instead of pagans. At the same time, it was in the interests of Georgia as a constant
supporter of the idea of the crusade to liberate the Holy Land, even with the participation and
help of the Mongols.

Realizing the role and importance of Georgia, the Holy See even made some kind of
concessions, what can be reflected in the letter dated October 15, 1322 by Pope John XXII
mentioned by us. The latter agreed to invite a “general assembly” if Georgians wished to. He
hoped that this would end the separation between Mtskheta and Rome and they would reach
the union of churches. Despite the rejection of the union with the Church of Rome, Latin
missionaries were not oppressed during the reign of George V the Brilliant, on the contrary, they
were welcomed and encouraged in their preaching, which indicates that Georgia remained a part
of the united European space.
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GEOPOLITICAL CHALLENGES OF THE BLACK SEA BASIN

Abstract

The paper first of all reviews main components of what can be understood as the Black Sea
Basin and its representing countries: Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Turkey, Bulgaria, and Romania
predominantly in terms of geography, energy, transport through discussing corresponding vital
projects and networks, the significance of which is particularly enhanced during the ongoing
Russian-Ukrainian War.

The second part of the article, providing country-based analysis, addresses the following
question: what are major geopolitical challenges of the Black Sea Basin?

As a supposed solution to the geopolitical challenges facing the Black Sea Basin, regional
cooperation enhancement prospects have been considered in the final section of the paper.
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Introduction

The topicality of the paper now is determined and specifically enhanced by the current
events taking place between the Black Sea Basin countries, i.e. the ongoing Russian aggression
against Ukraine - unprecedented by its scale assault on the territory of Europe after the World War
II. The current Russian-Ukrainian war has been launched by the Russian Federation on February
24, 2022, and it represents in fact the continuation of the Russian invasion and annexation of
Crimea In 2014, when Russian-backed separatists seized part of the Donbas region of south-
eastern Ukraine, consisting of Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts and sparking a regional war.
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The article aims at analyzing the newest geopolitical challenges emerged and intensified in
the Black Sea Basin, as well as identifying the corresponding solutions. In order to achieve these
goals, we attempt to discuss major political and geopolitical elements of the Black Sea Basin and
its states: Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Turkey, Bulgaria, and Romania in the geographical, energy,
and transport contexts through addressing a number of the most important projects and networks.
We focus on defining major geopolitical challenges of the Black Sea Basin, and study various
regional cooperation enhancement prospects as a viable solution.

1. Brief Introduction to the Black Sea Geopolitics

1.1. Etymology, Location

Black Sea, Russian and Bulgarian Chernoye More, Ukrainian Chorne More, Turkish
Karadeniz, Romanian Marea Neagra, large inland sea situated at the southeastern extremity of
Europe. It is bordered by Ukraine to the north, Russia to the northeast, Georgia to the east,
Turkey to the south, and Bulgaria and Romania to the west.

The roughly oval-shaped Black Sea occupies a large basin strategically situated at the
southeastern extremity of Europe but connected to the distant waters of the Atlantic Ocean by
the Bosporus (which emerges from the sea’s southwestern corner), the Sea of Marmara, the
Dardanelles, the Aegean Sea, and the Mediterranean Sea. The Crimean Peninsula thrusts into the
Black Sea from the north, and just to its east the narrow Kerch Strait links the sea to the smaller
Sea of Azov. The Black Sea coastline is otherwise fairly regular. The maximum east-west extent
of the sea is about 730 miles (1,175 km), and the shortest distance between the tip of Crimea and
Cape Kerempe to the south is about 160 miles (260 km). The surface area, excluding the Sea of
Marmara but including the Sea of Azov, is about 178,000 square miles (461,000 square km); the
Black Sea proper occupies about 163,000 square miles (422,000 square km). A maximum depth
of more than 7,250 feet (2,210 metres) is reached in the south-central sector of the sea.

In ancient Greek myths, the sea — then on the fringe of the Mediterranean world — was
named Pontus Axeinus, meaning “Inhospitable Sea.” Later explorations made the region more
familiar, and, as colonies were established along the shores of a sea the Greeks came to know as
more hospitable and friendly, its name was changed to Pontus Euxinus, the opposite of the earlier
designation. It was across its waters that, according to legend, Jason and the Argonauts set out to
find the Golden Fleece in the land of Colchis, a kingdom at the sea’s eastern tip (now Georgia).
The Turks, when they came to control the lands beyond the sea’s southern shores, encountered
only the sudden storms whipped up on its waters and reverted to a designation reflecting the
inhospitable aspect of what they now termed the Karadeniz, or Black Sea.

To the countries of the region, the Black Sea has been of immense strategic importance
over the centuries; the advent of more-settled conditions has brought its economic importance
to the fore.

1.2. Energy

The Black Sea region lies at the crossroads of major oil and gas export streams to the
Mediterranean and Western Europe. Energy projects in the Caspian states depend vitally on the
possibility of moving oil and gas out of the region. The Black Sea and its riparian states form
a vital transit route. Azerbaijan is a major oil producer and exporter, Armenia and Georgia are
energy-poor, and Bulgaria and Romania are EU members which must restructure their domestic
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oil and coal industries, while Greece and Turkey are International Energy Agency (IEA) Member
states.

The Black Sea holds vast volumes of oil and gas, much of it in deep water, where several
companies have begun to explore. A few large discoveries have sparked hope of a big reward, but
with some areas having more abundant reserves than others, investments don’t always work out.

There is potential for oil and gas reserves in The Black Sea to be massive. Until recent
years, countries showed little interest in the sea that sits between South East Europe and Western
Asia, but due to a rapidly evolving energy landscape, diversification is moving to the top of the
agenda.

The sea is surrounded by Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Ukraine, Georgia and Russia; all of
which have started explorations in different regions. Turkey and Russia have previously supplied
other surrounding countries with reasonably priced oil and gas, but technological advances mean
that more countries have the opportunity to search for their own resources.

1.3. Transport

1.3.1. Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (— 7 — ) is an ambitious programme to connect
Asia with Africa and Europe via land and maritime networks along six corridors with the aim of
improving regional integration, increasing trade and stimulating economic growth.

The name was coined in 2013 by China’s President Xi Jinping, who drew inspiration from
the concept of the Silk Road established during the Han Dynasty 2,000 years ago — an ancient
network of trade routes that connected China to the Mediterranean via Eurasia for centuries. The
BRI has also been referred to in the past as ‘One Belt One Road’.

The BRI comprises a Silk Road Economic Belt — a trans-continental passage that links
China with south east Asia, south Asia, Central Asia, Russia and Europe by land — and a 21st
century Maritime Silk Road, a sea route connecting China’s coastal regions with south east and
south Asia, the South Pacific, the Middle East and Eastern Africa, all the way to Europe.

The initiative defines five major priorities:

» Policy coordination;

» Infrastructure connectivity;

» Unimpeded trade;

» Financial integration;

» And connecting people.

The programme is expected to involve over US$1 trillion in investments, largely in
infrastructure development for ports, roads, railways and airports, as well as power plants and
telecommunications networks.

The BRI’s geographical scope is constantly expanding. So far it covers over 70 countries
accounting for about 65 per cent of the world’s population and around one-third of the world’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

1.3.2. International North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC)

The International North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a multi-modal connectivity
project establish transport networks (ship, rail, and road route) for moving freight between India,
Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia.
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INSTC would enhance accessibility to the land locked central Asian nations.

It is a not a new concept. This ancient route was used by European, Indian and many other
foreign traders to reach out to the Central Asian markets. During the time of the Safavid dynasty,
it is estimated that around 10,000 Indian traders were spread across the empire. (Safavids were
one of the most significant ruling dynasties of Persia (modern Iran) from 1501 to 1736.)

The current INSTC project was initiated by Russia, India and Iran in September 2000 in
St. Petersburg.

The modern day INSTC is a multi-modal transportation route linking Indian Ocean and
Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via Iran, and then onwards to northern Europe via St. Petersburg
in Russia.

The route primarily involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via
ship, rail and road. The objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major
cities such as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali and
etc.

Members of the project:

As noted earlier, the founding members are Russia, India and Iran. But since the signing of
the agreement in 2002, the progress on the route was slow. But on January 18,2012, a meeting in
New Delhi discussed the various modalities to take the project forward. As a follow up, support
from other Central Asian nations were sought, and now the group has been expanded.

The current members are India, Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Armenia, Belarus,
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Syria, Turkey, Ukraine, and Bulgaria (observer). Turkmenistan
currently is not a formal member but is likely to have road connectivity to the corridor, after
being formally invited by the PM Modi. Azerbaijan and Armenia are heavily involved in the
project with both countries currently building new train lines and roads to complete the missing
links in the NSTC.

1.3.3. South-West Transport Corridor

Baku hosted the first joint gathering of the heads of the railway administrations of Iran,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukraine and Poland, on June 19, 2017. The meeting was dedicated to the
newly-launched “South-West Transport Corridor,” which links into the broader Trans-Caspian
International Route project launched in 2016. The event concluded with the signing of a new
joint protocol that envisages expanding cooperation opportunities along the so-called “South-
West” route (Iran—Azerbaijan—Georgia—by ferry across the Black Sea—Ukraine—Poland) in order
to optimize cargo transportation and increase transit capacity.

The coordination work of the project was assigned to Azerbaijan Railways CJSC. “The
Coordination Council on the South-West route will be located in Baku—this is another advantage
for us. The working group for the project will operate in Iran. We will try to negotiate, unite joint
efforts, so that this transport corridor will earn and bring profit, in particular to Azerbaijan,” said
Javid Gurbanov, the chairman of Azerbaijani Railways.

As part of the already-launched Trans-Caspian International Transport Route (TCITR), the
South-West corridor will also involve such countries and regions as India, Pakistan, Southeast
Asia and the Persian Gulf. The total length of the South-West corridor will be 7,654 kilometers.
According to estimates, cargo delivery via the new railway will take 15 days.
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2. What are Major Geopolitical Challenges of the Black Sea Basin?

» Power struggles in place or anticipated, between the biggest regional players — Russia,
Turkey, and Iran overwhelmingly over the political, military, and economic dominance in the
broader region.

» Domestic turbulences and problems with democracy in the leading countries of the Black
Sea Basin — Russia and Turkey, as well as in the neighboring Iran, which has clear intentions
to be one of the key decision-makers in the broader region. Latest escalation of contradiction
between Iran and the United States causes additional challenges to the regional security and
political stability, as well as to the prospects of economic and social development in this part of
the world.

» The lack of cohesion of the Black Sea Basin countries in terms of inconsistent foreign
policy orientations and conducting quite contradictory policies in these regards. Despite long
history of rivalry, and natural competition motives over the regional dominance in relations
of Russia and Turkey, having ambivalent connections with each other based majorly on the
opportunistic approaches and constantly changing global, regional or local factors of “real
politics” that periodically causes mutually beneficial rapprochement, these countries still
represent antagonistic camps; in general anti-Western and anti-NATO Russia is certainly to be
discussed versus NATO member Turkey. Bulgaria and Romania are EU-member countries, while
Ukraine and Georgia overall have the same intentions — to join EU and preferably NATO as well.

3. Black Sea Regional Cooperation Enhancement Prospects as a Solution to the
Geopolitical Challenges

3.1. BSEC - Black Sea Economic Cooperation

The Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) came into existence as a unique and
promising model of multilateral political and economic initiative with the signing of the Istanbul
Summit Declaration and the Bosphorus Statement by the Heads of State and Government of the
countries in the region, on 25 June 1992.

With the entry into force of its Charter on 1 May 1999, BSEC acquired international
legal identity and was transformed into a full-fledged regional economic organization - the
Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation.

Aiming at fostering interaction and harmony among its members, as well as to ensure
peace, stability and prosperity, encouraging friendly and good-neighborly relations in the Black
Sea region, today BSEC serves as a forum for cooperation in a wide range of areas for its 12
Member States: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania,
Russia, Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine.

The BSEC Headquarters - the Permanent International Secretariat of the Organization of
the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC PERMIS) - was established in March 1994 in
Istanbul.

Agriculture and agro-industry, banking and finance, combating organized crime, culture,
customs matters, education, emergency assistance, energy, environmental protection, exchange
of statistical data and economic information, healthcare and pharmaceutics, information and
communication technologies, institutional renewal and good governance, science and technology,
SMEs, tourism, trade and economic development and transport are among the main fields of
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cooperation within the framework of the Organization.

Facts about the BSEC Region:

» BSEC covers a geography encompassing the territories of the Black Sea littoral States,
the Balkans and the Caucasus with an area of nearly 20 million square kilometers. The BSEC
region is located on two continents;

» BSEC represents a region of 350 million people, exceeding an intra-BSEC trade volume
of USD 300 billion;

» After the Persian Gulf region, it is the second-largest source of oil and natural gas along
with its rich proven reserves of minerals, metals and other natural resources;

» It is becoming Europe’s major transport and energy transfer corridor.

3.2. The Organization for Democracy and Economic Development (GUAM)

Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - is an international regional
organization which includes the Republic of Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and
Ukraine.

The GUAM Charter was signed on the GUAM Kyiv Summit (on May 23, 2006) and was
ratified with the Law 06.03.2008 Ne 136-VI (136-17).

GUAM objectives:

- Establishment of democratic values, ensure the rule of law and respect for human rights;

- To ensure sustainable development;

- Strengthening international and regional safety and stability;

- Deepen of European integration for the creation of a common security space, as well as
the expansion of economic and humanitarian cooperation;

- Socio-economic, transport, energy, scientific and humanitarian potential development;

- Intensification of political cooperation in areas of mutual interest.

3.3. Black Sea Trade and Development Bank (BSTDB)

The Black Sea Trade and Development Bank (BSTDB), an international financial institution
with headquarters in Thessaloniki, Greece, was established by Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine. BSTDB started
operations in June 1999 and has authorized capital of €3.45 billion. The Bank supports economic
development and regional cooperation in the Black Sea Region through trade and project finance
lending, guarantees, and equity participation in private enterprises and public entities in the
member countries. BSTDB is rated A-/A-2 by Standard & Poor’s, and A2/P1 by Moody’s.

3.4. Black Sea Synergy

The EU supports regional development in South-East Europe with its Black Sea Synergy
initiative. By encouraging cooperation between the countries surrounding the Black Sea, the
synergy offers a flexible forum for developing practical region-wide solutions to address regional
and global challenges.

Launched in 2007, the Black Sea Synergy encourages a bottom-up approach to project
development, identifying and supporting the needs, priorities and aims of partners in the region,
and what they want to do together. The key elements of the Black Sea Synergy include building
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confidence, fostering regional dialogue and achieving tangible results for states and citizens in
the region. A stable, secure, resilient and prosperous Black Sea region is in the direct interest of
its citizens and of the EU overall.

1. On 5 March 2019, the EEAS and the European Commission published the third
implementation report of the Black Sea Synergy. The Joint Staff Working Document ‘Black Sea
Synergy: review of a regional cooperation initiative — period 2015-2018’ is a factual review,
underlining results, drawing lessons learned and flagging key aspects, further informing the
developments of this initiative. It confirms the practical utility of the Black Sea Synergy initiative,
its positive contribution to regional cooperation and its yet untapped potential.

This third review refers to the positive developments in the areas of blue growth, maritime
policy, marine research and innovation, fisheries, environmental protection and climate change,
cross-border cooperation and civil society engagement. Areas of cooperation such as education,
science and innovation (beyond marine), culture and tourism, energy and transport, albeit less
developed, receive interest from partners in the region. In particular, the region has potential for
interconnectivity both within the EU and between continents, considering the “bridging role of
the Black Sea basin” mentioned in the 2018 EU Communication on ‘Connecting Europe and
Asia — Building Blocks for an EU Strategy’. Other fields could offer opportunities for future
cooperation, such as social affairs, employment, and trade.

The 2019 Joint Staff Working Document reviews links of the Black Sea Synergy with other
EU strategies and policies relevant for the Black Sea region, such as the EU Strategy for Danube
Region and the EU Communication on ‘Connecting Europe and Asia — Building Blocks for an
EU Strategy’. It also reflects on the cooperation with regional and international organizations
active in the Black Sea, particularly with the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation
(BSEC) and the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM).

2.1In 2015, the EEAS and the European Commission published the second implementation
report of the Black Sea Synergy. The Joint Staff Working Document ‘Black Sea Synergy: review
of a regional cooperation initiative’, covering the 2009-2014 period, provided a snapshot of the
progress achieved in the main areas of cooperation in the Black Sea region. This review referred
to strengthening regional cooperation via concrete projects and making the best possible use of
the wide range of EU’s tools in order to bring added value to the citizens of the region while
ensuring environmental sustainability.

3. The first review on the Black Sea Synergy, the Communication from the Commission to
the Council and the European Parliament, entitled ‘Report on the First Year of Implementation
of the Black Sea Synergy’ was published in June 2008.

3.5. Black Sea NGO Forum

The Black Sea NGO Forum was launched in 2008 by the Romanian NGDO Platform —
FOND. The Forum has been organized with the support of the Romanian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the European Commission, in the framework of the Black Sea Synergy.

The Forum aims at increasing the level of dialogue and cooperation among NGOs in the
wider Black Sea Region, strengthening the NGOs capacity to influence regional and national
policies and to increase the number and quality of regional partnerships and projects.

The previous editions focused on good practices in various fields and countries and
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successful cooperation initiatives in the region, the main challenges and opportunities in the
region and brought together more than 1100 participants from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria,
Georgia, Greece, Republic of Moldova, Turkey, Ukraine, Romania, Russia, and other EU member
states active in the wider Black Sea region.

Since 2013, the Black Sea NGO Forum received substantial support from important
partners. On the one side, the Forum gained more visibility and sustainability through the support
offered by the European Commission. On the other side, the Forum developed a partnership with
the global network CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness — CPDE which aims to bring
the regional discussions of the Forum in the broader global context of development.

Beginning with 2015, the collaboration between the Romanian NGDO Platform — FOND
and CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness — CPDE was strengthened and includes
annual collaboration for the Black Sea NGO Forum and representation of the Non-EU region
within CPDE, FOND becoming a focal point for the Black Sea and the Balkans sub-region (part
of the Non-EU region within CPDE).

Conclusions

Power struggles between the biggest regional players over the political, military, and
economic dominance in the broader Black Sea region, internal tensions and problems with
democracy in the countries of the Basin, and the lack of cohesion between them in regards to quite
diverse foreign policy priorities and actual policies constitute the key geopolitical challenges
being faced in the Black Sea Basin that can be consistently and effectively addressed by boosting
of various strategically significant regional cooperation enhancement projects.
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Abstract

In 2023, the thirty years of the restoration of the apostolic administration of the Catholic
Church in Georgia will be completed, this is a kind of small anniversary, although it may be
an insignificant date for the history of Christianity, but it is an important date in the life of the
Catholic Church of the Latin rule in our country. After the declaration of Georgia’s independence
and recognition of our sovereignty at the international level, it became possible for the Holy
See to open a diplomatic representation - embassy in Tbilisi. Vatican - after Germany, the USA,
neighboring countries (this list also includes UN and OSCE missions), it is the tenth state that
has established permanent diplomatic relations with Georgia.

After the establishment of the diplomatic mission, it became possible to restore the
apostolic administration of the Catholic Church in Georgia and the South Caucasus. The Roman
Catholic Church, which was subjected to unprecedented persecution and harassment in Georgia
first by the Russian tsarism and then by the Soviet regime, was given the opportunity to develop
freely after gaining independence. If until the 90s of the last century, there were only two or two
registered Catholic churches and two Catholic priests in the entire Caucasus, after just twenty
years, more than thirty Catholic councils of the Latin order have been established in Georgia, and
ten monastic missions are operating.

After the independence of Georgia, the Armenian and Assyrian Catholics were given the
opportunity to restore the right that was taken away during the Soviet regime, to have Armenian-
Catholic and Assyrian-Chaldean Catholic councils. A new Assyrian-Chaldean temple was built
in Thilisi and the Assyrian Culture Center was opened. Currently, there are 19 Armenian-Catholic
and 2 Assyrian-Chaldean parishes operating on the territory of Georgia, which also have their
own church buildings.

The Catholic Church of the Latin Order was able to regain its centuries-old niche, becoming
the flagship of education in the Caucasus. Georgian youth received priestly ordination and are
engaged in fruitful pastoral service in different regions of the country; All this is the fruit of the
tireless service of the apostolic administration and its manager, Bishop Giuseppe Pazzoto, who,
with the support of the Holy See’s ambassador, is engaged in his pastoral mission in Georgia and
the South Caucasus.

The merit of the apostolic administration is the structured church life: parishes, curia,
pastoral councils, monk-monastic councils, commissions, formation meetings, catechizations,
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pilgrimages, scientific symposia, participation in international meetings; The holding of the
synod meeting in 2006-7 should be considered an important event. The apostolic administration
prepared, translated and published liturgy books, catechisms, theological literature, built priest
and parish houses, organized chapels where there was no church building.

Despite the small size, the Catholic parish played an important role in the culture and history
of Georgia. Over the centuries, Catholic missionaries have brought us invaluable historical and
ethnological material about different parts of Georgia. They were doctors and artists, with their
education and spirituality, they attracted kings and princes or religious hierarchs. The kings of
Georgia trusted them the most, they trusted them with important diplomatic correspondence;
The Catholic Church in Georgia is still a faithful defender of these centuries-old traditions, and
Georgian Catholics make their modest contribution to the country’s life and European integration
processes.
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EUROPEAN ORIENTATION OF GEORGIA IN THE XI-XVIII
CENTURIES IN THE CONTEXT OF RELATIONS WITH THE HOLY
SEE (FACTS, SOURCES, CONCLUSIONS)

Abstract
Key words: European orientation, Crusade, Catholic missionaries, European diplomacy.

Introduction. The article is devoted to the religious policy that determined Georgia’s
orientation towards Europe in the 11th-18th centuries. For the first time in historiography, the
role of Catholic missionaries in European foreign policy, the efforts of the union of churches
and the place of the Holy See in the establishment of diplomatic relations between Georgia and
Western states are studied. Materials and methods. The study is based on primary sources, as
well as the latest specialized literature. The study of the presented work was carried out using
a critical analysis of sources, historical-comparative and historical-genetic methods of analysis.
Results. Relations between Georgia and the Holy See began in the era of the Crusades, and the
military-political union between these two worlds arose on the basis of a religious factor. In the
13th-18th centuries, in the fight against external enemies, the Holy See was a natural ally of
Georgia and was the only channel of communication between Georgian politicians and Western
states. It is emphasized that Catholic missionaries consistently introduced the idea of uniting
churches in Georgia, but the Georgian side did not go for it, although it was never a subject
of dispute. The opinion was expressed that Georgia is presented in the European world as a
natural ally of the anti-Muslim West, with a desire for church union. Conclusion. The author
confirms that Catholic missionaries played a decisive role in Georgia’s political rapprochement
with Europe. The Georgian church, subordinate to the state, shared the pro-Western policy of the
political leadership of the country and maintained full tolerance towards Catholic missionaries.
She understood very well that this connection in itself determined the well-being of the Georgian
Church. Georgian politicians and clergy clearly saw that, having overcome the isolation of the
country, uniting Georgia with the Christian West, joining Western culture and, finally, reviving
Georgia on this basis, the only way was to maintain contact with the Holy See.
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Zaal Kortua
Professor, Shota Meskhia Zugdidi State Teaching University

ODISHI PRINCIPALITY IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE XVII
CENTURY - WAY TO EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION

Key words : Levan II Dadiani, Georgia-European relations, Vatican.

Firsthalf of the 17th century is a very interesting period to study the foreign policy of Odishi
Principality which had been having close relationship with Western Europe. Head of Odishi
Principality, Levan II Dadiani (1611-1657) coherently pursued a European policy for 35 years
supported by catholic missionaries who had arrived in Samegrelo. In Georgian historiography,
there are several scientific works and researches about European catholic missionaries who
carried out their activity in the late feudal age in Georgia. Great interest is taken in their life
and activity today as well. These people were sent by the Pope and they were well-educated in
different fields of science and art. They were writers, artists, doctors and people with secular
education. Missionaries in Georgia also had the function of political emissaries. They can be
considered the first political and cultural representatives of Catholic Europe. They linked the
Georgian political leaders with Europe to learn about the achievements of civilized world, to
request help and support and express their loyalty to the European policy. The presented article
shows the European foreign policy of the Odishi Principality in the first half of 17th century and
the measures taken in this direction.
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INFLUENCE OF THE VIEWS OF THE EUROPEAN EDUCATORS
ON GEORGIAN INTELLECTUALS

Key Words: Enlightenment, Catholic Missioners

The paper discusses the influence of European educators on Georgian intellectuals, on
those advanced representatives of the nobility who fought for the renewal and improvement of
Georgian statehood.

It is emphasized that Georgian public thinking has always had a certain tendency to
develop in a European way. Such a tendency was felt in the Georgian political thought of the
first quarter of the 18th-19th centuries. Georgian thinkers were not only familiar with European
theories, doctrines, and new ideas but also helped them in their own way.

The goal of Georgian intellectuals was a better future for their country, and that is why
they tried to use the cultural and scientific achievements of advanced European countries for the
benefit of Georgia.

It is no coincidence that the 18th century had a great influence on the process of formation
and development of political thought in the subsequent period. Also, the work shows that Georgia
has never stood apart from the progressive processes taking place in Europe.

The views and declarations of Georgian thinkers in order to change the current situation
played a significant role in the history of the liberation struggle of the Georgian people.

The type of Georgian state - constitutional (parliamentary) monarchy and republican
government represented progressive forms of state governance at that time. Georgian thinkers of
the 30s of the XIX century, with their creativity and work, laid the foundation for a number of
progressive ideas, which had a great impact on the country’s social and political life.
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GERMAN ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE OF
XIX-XX CENTURY IN TBILISI

Key words: German tom, architectural heritage.

The article which is presented below discusses the German architectural heritage of the
XIX-X century in Tbilisi ,created during the life of the German community working in Georgia.
The history of German colonists in Georgia begins in 1817 and over the years has a great economic
and cultural development. The works of German scientists, architects, artists, musicians and
writers left an indelible mark on 19®-20th Tbilisi’s cultural heritage.

Our goal is to populize the historical architectural heritage, which was implemented by the
German community from the very first day of settlement in Georgia. According to the results
of the research, we can conclude how close ties exist between Germany and Georgia in cultural
relations and how much the German community’s creativity played a role in the development of
our country and its approximation to European civilization.
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EUROPEAN POLICY FOR HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Keywords: health care, occupied territories, Europe

A European policy framework to support government and public action for health and
well-being aims for a far-sighted and ambitious agenda.

Optimizing health at all stages of life is a fundamental right of each of us, not just a
privilege of some of us. Good health is an asset and a source of economic and social stability.
It is a crucial element to reduce poverty. The European framework corresponds to the twelfth
general program of work of WHO. The goal of the flagship initiative “European Platform
against Poverty” is economic, social and territorial unity, defeating poverty and social exclusion.
“Enjoyment of the highest standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human
being.” The right to health is recognized by the countries of the WHO European Region. State
policy in the field of health care is based on such basic values as protection of human rights and
justice. The health status of the population depends on the social structure of a particular country,
as well as on such characteristics as the policies and national culture of the state. Currently, all
citizens of Georgia are provided with basic medical services through universal health care or
state and private insurance programs. In this regard, the policy towards the occupied territories
is an important step forward.
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ASPECTS OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICY OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION
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At the current stage, the European Union is characterized by an increase in interest in
regional politics. Currently, the process of regional economic policy reform is underway within
the European Union. The financial funds allocated to the regions have almost doubled. The list
of regions that will receive funding from the structural fund has been determined. The regional
economic policy envisages the allocation of large financial resources, for which the European
Union was not always ready. This was clearly demonstrated during the recent economic crisis.
Regional economic policy should actively play the role of the regulatory system of the state.
Many instruments are used in different European countries to implement regional economic
policy, which have different meanings for different countries.

In the process of economic growth of developing countries, it is necessary to ensure the
compatibility of the levels of social security benefits with the standards of the European Union.

In the process of European integration, the cooperation method, namely the Monet method,
is considered a universal method of regional policy implementation.

The European Union offers Georgia intensive cooperation in political and security,
economic and cultural issues.
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THE EVOLUTION OF AUDITING THROUGHOUT
EUROPE AND USA
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The scientific paper discusses the main idea, the goals and the role of the audit as well as its
significance in the conditions of the market economy and the perspectives of the audit regulation
and development in Georgia. Moreover, experience of the auditing business in the foreign
countries. In the paper the significant attention is paid to the organizational matters of the audit
performance and is presented the procedures of the audit conclusion composition, its structure,
shape, content and status. Also, is reviewed the next stage after the audit accomplishment — the
discussion of the audit conclusions and reports (Act, Statement); the process of its appeal, the
forms of the responds and the legal aspects of the detected results.

In Georgiaauditis held according to the International Standards on Audit (ISA). International
standards on Audit (ISA) represent the standards approved by the audit and the International
Auditing and Assurance Standards Board (IAASB) or its entitled body, which is contained in the
international official Reference Book of the above-mentioned body or the assurance services.
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Levan Ananidze

Maia Benia

THE EUROPEAN ROAD TO DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

Keywords: digital economy, EU4Digital, digital compass 2030,

In just one year, the COVID-19 pandemic has radically changed the role and perception of
the digital economy in our society and economy and accelerated its pace. Digital technologies are
now essential for work, learning, entertainment, socializing, shopping and accessing everything
from health services to culture. It also demonstrated the critical role that disruptive innovation
can play. The pandemic has also revealed thevulnerability of our digital space, its dependence
on non-European technologies.
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Eka Naobishvili

Master of European Studies
Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia
Head of International Relations Division

EUROPEAN NEIGHBORHOOD PROGRAM FOR AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (ENPARD, GEORGIA)

Agriculture has always been the key part of country’s economic and social structure during
the centuries. In the process of formation of Georgia’s statechood and economic development,
agriculture played an important role. Soviet Union has left very sad legacy in agricultural sector
of Georgia, however, in recent years, the sector has been gradually developing. 43% of Georgian
population live in rural areas (GEOSTAT), therefore growth of employment, reduction of poverty
and strengthening the economy, agriculture and rural development is of crucial importance.

Development of agro sector is particularly timely when the association agreement signed
in 2014 between Georgia and EU is fully operational, while Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade
Area (DCFTA) makes available for Georgian products to EU markets for 500 million consumers.
Within the framework of the program, Georgia takes responsibilities to support agriculture and
rural sectors through making country’s policy and legislation compatible with EU standards.

Since 2012, agricultural sector is one of the key priorities for the Government of Georgia.
European Union supports to develop and strengthen the agricultural and rural sectors through the
ENPARD program.

ENPARD I, the first phase of the mentioned program launched in 2013 and the total budget
was 52 million EURO. In 2016, the second phase was started with total budget of 50 mln euro.
Herein, in parallel with the second phase, the third phase agreement was signed and its budget
was 77.5 mln euro. In 2019, the last phase was started with the total budget of 50 mln euro.
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Mariam Marjanishvili

Scientific worker at the Department of New History
and Education Kutaisi State Historical Museum

EUROPE IS THE HISTORICAL INEVITABILITY
OF GEORGIA’S FUTURE

Key words: Crossroads, Emigration, European integration

Great representatives of the 1860s led by Ilia, penetrated by democratic ideas, had to fight
without swords and war: against Tsarist colonial regime, to revive democratic state life and new
ways, and, as their co-fighter Sergei Meskhi stated, ‘to get to know Western European life and
science and introduce their achievements to our country’.

European orientation and democratic thinking of the generation of the 1860s were opposed
by Northern invaders and the Georgians supporting Russia.

Ilia and his co-fighters were well aware that the expression of freedom lies in knowledge.
Knowledge is education, and education is freedom.

Ilia and his co-fighters were the first who took direction to Europe, who gave great
importance to creating a bridge of creative relations with European writers and scientists,
representatives of art and culture. As Ilia remarked, they ‘would spread the news all over the
educated world that far away, there is a small nation, whose big heart beats for success, kindness
and happiness of mankind...’

The ideas of the representatives of the 1860s were further spread and developed by
Georgian emigrants in 1921 who “promoted Georgian culture in Europe, which created a strong
belief that Georgian nation with its old and high civilization had the right of independent state
life and people’s struggle in this direction was a fully rightful event”.

And today, when the aims of our great spiritual ancestors and Georgian political emigration
are realized, the historical inevitability of Georgia is integration in European big family.
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MIKHEIL MUSKHELISHVILI AND THE ISSUE OF EUROPEAN
INTEGRATION OF GEORGIA

Key words: M. Muskhelishvili, Georgia, Eurointegration.

Based on the analysis of archival documents and emigrant press materials, the point of
view of the Georgian emigrant scholar, Mikheil Muskhelishvili’s opinion about the European
future of Georgia, is discussed in this article. He was a Georgian-French political scientist and
jurist. After the occupation-annexation of the Georgian Democratic Republic by the Russian
Red Army in 1921, he was forced to emigrate. 1948, M. Muskhelishvili became a Professor of
International Law and of Political and Economic Sciences at the University of Strasbourg. In
1959, he organized and directed the research center for the study of the Soviet Union and Eastern
European countries at the Strasbourg law faculty, known as the ,,Muskhely Center*. He headed
this center until the end of his life. M. Mouskhely devoted many works to the Idea of a united
Europe and, together with his associates, created a draft European federal constitution.

M. Muskhelishvili saw the future of Georgia in integration into a single European family. In
his opinion, the Georgian people will be able to preserve their individuality, culture and traditions
only by being a member of a free and democratic family of European States. M. Muskhelishvili’s
opinions about the European future of Georgia are especially relevant today.
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Abstract
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Recently, the process of European integration has become relevant. That was my goal -
how much it resonates today in light of the idea of a European perspective.

Moreover, at one time Ilya Chavchavadze called Nikoloz Baratashvili a brilliant
representative of Europeanism, who combined Georgian poetry with European romanticism and
added a new voice and content to Georgian poetry.

In this regard, the epic poem “Bedi Kartlisa” stands out. Its story unfolds against the
background of the invasion of Agha Mohammed Khan in 1795 and the fatal battle of Krtsanis.
Georgia, weakened by defeat, finally fell under the yoke of Russia.

Two positions, two confrontations and the search for the salvation of Georgia - this is the
main idea of the poem.

King Heraclius sees no other way out for the defeated and weakened Georgia, except for
the patronage of Russia. Solomon Leonidze, the judge of Erekle, reminds the king of the loss of
freedom by entering the protection of Russia.

Although one part of the researchers determines the position of the author, Nikoloz
Baratashvili, according to the number of arguments of King Erekle, I still think that the poet is
on the side of freedom in this poem.

The paper summarizes the results of the study - against the backdrop of the idea of dignity
and freedom.
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