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EU Commissioner Varhelyi Advocates EU Candidacy
Status for Georgia After Council Meeting

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

fter the meeting of the Coun-

il of Ministers of Foreign

and European Affairs of the EU
member states, European Com-
missioner for Enlargement
Olivér Varhelyi stated that both
Georgia and the Georgian gov-
ernment have done their work,
and therefore, Georgia should be
granted the status of a candidate.

According to Varhelyi, his
message to the Georgian people
and the government is to keep
working toward success.

“This i1s a strategic decision
that the leaders must make
themselves. Our proposals are
very clear: we believe that Geor-
gia has come a long way, and
both Georgia and the Georgian
government have done their
work. Therefore, Georgia should
be granted candidate status. We
will see if the European Council
will confirm this. My message
to the people of Georgia and the
government of Georgia is - keep
working. This is the best recipe
for success,” said Varhelyi.

After the meeting, Varhelyi
stated that this is a pivotal year
for EU enlargement policy, ex-
pressing satisfaction that they
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not only submitted a proposal to
the Council but also witnessed
decisions being made.

He stated that the Council’s
final decisions, made that day,
are crucial not only for any
progress in the enlargement
policy but also for the advance-
ment of enlargement itself.

“I think that the conclusion
of the Council largely confirmed
the comprehensive report that
we presented to the Council re-
garding the 10 candidate coun-
tries. For the first time, we have
10 countries to report on. I be-
lieve that our reports and rec-
ommendations regarding the
merits of the countries have been
considered by the Council. T
think it also shows that the work
that has been done with the coun-
cil is getting results. Of course,
we now have to see how this will
be reflected in the strategic de-
cision of the leaders, which we
all expect this week. We hope
that they will also agree, which
will be a strong message con-
firming the commitment of the
Western Balkans, Ukraine,
Moldova and Georgia to the pros-
pect of EU membership,” stated
Varhelyi.

Talakvadze Stresses Vital
Importance of Peace
Agreement Between

Armenia and Azerbaijan
for the Region

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

eputy Speaker of the Par-
liament Archil Talakvadze
positively assessed the visit to
Azerbaijan. According to
Talakvadze, the Georgian del-
egation engaged in significant
meetings with key figures, such
as the president, the chairman
of the parliament, and the prime
minister, as well as their col-
leagues. Talakvadze also high-
lighted the active nature of the
friendship group between the
parliaments and mentioned
plans for future collaboration.
Parliament Deputy Speaker
believes that the future of the
entire region, including eco-
nomic and infrastructural
projects, trade relations, and
tourism connecting the two
countries, significantly depends
on the friendship and coopera-
tion between Georgia and
Azerbaijan. According to his as-
sessment, the two governments
are making every effort to
strengthen and enhance rela-

tions with their strategic part-
ner for the benefit of their people.

“Georgia supports long-term
peace in the region and is pre-
pared to contribute to future ne-
gotiations and agreements. Both
the leader of this country and our
Prime Minister are genuinely
committed today, and the gov-
ernment is actively working to
facilitate this agreement. Geor-
gia has always been the space
where Azerbaijan and Armenia
could engage in dialogue.

Today, our mediation and par-
ticipation are genuinely neces-
sary, and we have once again
heard from our partners in Baku
that they appreciate and wel-
come Georgia’s involvement in
the process of reaching a peace-
ful agreement.The region,
Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Geor-
gia all need this agreement,”
said Talakvadze.

The Deputy Speaker also ex-
pressed gratitude to the govern-
ment of Azerbaijan for support-
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ing Georgia’s European integra-
tion. According to him, the mes-
sage and support President
ITham Aliyev announced in the
international arena were once
again acknowledged in Baku.
“At this point, of course, we
really appreciate the support of
our friends. The European inte-
gration of Georgia is in the in-
terests of the region as a whole,

100 Russian Ruble - 2.9673;

as well as in the interests of
Azerbaijan, and of course it will
further strengthen our positions
in the international political
arena.

There is very little time left
before the final decision is made,
but it is important that we are
focused not only on the candidate
status but also on the future
when our country is already
moving to the final accession
stage.

Swiss Franc - 3.0511

Georgia should be accepted; it
deserves its rightful place in the
European family, and it is in the
interests of both Georgia and
Europe.

I believe that a fair decision
will be made, one determined by
the vision of the European fu-
ture, the security architecture in
Europe, and, most importantly,
the function and value of Geor-
gia in the common European
policy,” Talakvadze said.
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Lazare Grigoriadis’
Family Set to Appeal to
President Salome Zour-

abichvili for Pardon

Lazare Grigoriadis, who was
arrested during the March pro-
tests, mentioned that following
the verdict, his family plans to
appeal to President Salome
Zourabichvili for a pardon. In an
interview with ‘Interpressnews’,
Grigoriadis expressed no regrets
and affirmed his unwavering

trust in the actions and aspira-
tions of the President of Georgia,
Salome Zourabichvili.

“My family members are plan-
ning to appeal to Mrs. Salome
for my pardon. My request is no
longer needed. I believe I have a
fair understanding of what kind

of person our president is. So, I
think there’s no need to bother
with reminders. If she pardons
me, I'd be happy to talk to her
face-to-face; we're driven by com-
mon goals, unlike the govern-
ment.

I have no doubts about her
actions and aspirations. I see,

and the public also sees, every-
thing she does for our integra-
tion into the European Union. It
is up to her whether she will
pardon me or not; the pardon
factor does not change my views
in any way,” said Grigoriadis.

Grigoriadis stated that he was
advocating for the European
course during the March protests

“During the protest against
the Russian law, we not only
protested against the law, but
also followed the European
course. Also, we had to protect
the freedom of assembly and ex-
pression even after they started
breaking up the rally without
any reason. I will repeat myself
here, I don’t regret anything,”
Grigoriadis stated.

Georgia is Avoiding
‘Sharp’ Attacks on
Russia, Says Tskhinvali
So-Called President’s
Adviser

Konstantin Kochiev, the advi-
sor to the so-called President of
the Russian-occupied Tskhinvali
region, stated that within the
framework of the Geneva process,
the Georgian side has consis-

tently used “aggressive” rhetoric
in previous meetings. However,
he noted a reduction in “aggres-
sion” during the meeting held in
early December.

“In general, the current govern-
ment of Georgia is trying to main-
tain a pragmatic line, avoid esca-
lation and avoid sharp attacks
against Russia,” Kochiev said.

However, he stated that there
are calls from other countries,
including Ukraine and the
West, for Georgia to open a sec-
ond front against Russia.
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“There are similar statements
from the side of the Georgian
opposition. Fortunately, the cur-
rent government of Georgia be-
haves much more restrainedly.
However, we face several chal-
lenges. We are aware that Geor-
gia continues to strengthen its
military, with an increasing
NATO presence on its territory.
We have heard reports about
NATO exercises involving a
large number of military person-
nel, causing understandable con-
cern,” Kochiev said.
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Foreign Ministers of the Eu-
ropean Union and their
counterparts from five of the six
Eastern Partnership (EaP)
countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova
and Ukraine) met in Brussels on
11 December. The meeting was
chaired by EU High Represen-
tative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy Josep Borrell and
attended by EU Commissioner
for Neighbourhood and Enlarge-
ment Olivér Varhelyi.

The meeting provided an op-
portunity to exchange views on
the Eastern Partnership, take
stock of its achievements, and
identify concrete recommenda-
tions for the future of the policy.

Weather
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Eastern Partnership Foreign Ministerial
meetlng takes place in Brussels
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At the meeting, ministers ad-
dressed how the Eastern Part-
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nership could continue to ensure

that the needs of member states

and partner countries
are met, what should
be the key priorities of
joint work in 2024,
how to accelerate the
delivery of the Eco-
nomic and Investment
Plan for the Eastern
4 Partnership, and how
, to increase coopera-
tion with regions such
as Central Asia and
the Western Balkans,
and synergies with
other regional policies
such as the Black Sea
Synergy.

Ministers discussed
areas of cooperation,
including connectiv-

ity, transport, energy, green and

digital transition, and human

rights, civil society, rule of law,
and security matters.

Ministers expressed support
for concrete deliverables for
2024, notably in the area of re-
gional roaming, road safety and
transport.

“The EU, Member States and
partners will step up their efforts
to implement the Eastern
Partnership’s agenda for recov-
ery, resilience and reform, as
well as tackling challenges re-
lated to the ongoing conse-
quences of the Russian war
against Ukraine for the entire
region,” said a press release from
the Council of the EU.

Ministers were also addressed
by the Eastern Partnership Civil
Society Forum.
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contributions. If you are
interested in submitting an
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contact.
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submitted by e-mail.

The Messenger Georgia’s
English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.
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IWAG WINTER FAIR

FROM 10 AM TILL 6 PM
Sheraton Grand Tbilisi Metechi Palace
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Embassy
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