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"More or less, everyone has a will
to go up to the sky "

Goderdzi Chokheli



badommMogmo Lo@ygs

439 00 50880860L bLabgmom, 306 Me30L0 MM,
3M06s s dsemobbdgzs sYMBM 83 3MMyJEoL
396bmM309mgdsL, AmbsMYmbo 3sMmm, foMIMazogobmm
§0660009086M9 3mB3sJEIM0 Logzgamy LM 33930, MMIMOL
399mJ394690s dgLadmydgmo gobs UNDP-ob 33069
36363 900L 3MMaMsdol Fbsm©odgmoom.

99bo0sd0Ls, A396 YJOMIJL DsMMALL 3YbOMm:

h396L 393M0MgoL UNDP-sb, Mmmdgemoms 364950
Absmsg9Mms s bgenddmzs69cmmos 0ym 3(my9gdob
PomdsBGgool Js8mdtrsg3909em0 dsems,

9900 35M380d9gL s 865 JIMVL, MMIY0s B9JbE0b
WIBSIHFS BYO3TE0MIOS8 30MH6390mY™M 350MBII0b
Fs@sm0 bsMmolbbo - 630390, 8mzamg s 8HbGo
80655MmU00).

5 0MEMMU, - h3gbL dgoMmxsL d30mbgzamL. ds@enmos,
mmA §sbnor 58 fozb0b bsfoemo

30090m3690m, MM gb Logzgmy LsM 33930 0J6g0s
®0M9xdmo MgLYMLO PYMOS6YM BM0639m™90dY
0533060390001 MY35MYMMMZ0L, sIFYJOMsmM3oUL,
390083M3g00bm30L, 076900L 8339 IOOLMZOL s
bgmb 397GymoOL g™ mMIs 36390M0L 8dYsMOsl
50088086Ls s 076905L IMMOU.

“036900L 3mbLYOHZs30s LsJsmggammb” 39600bs3s6
(sh0o, gam969, 339, 6060, bLsbwmHM s LsFbmbo).



Acknowledgment

On behalf of everyone who contributed their time,
knowledge, and effort to this project, we are delighted to
present this compact guide, made possible through the
support of the UNDP Small Grants Programme.

Therefore, we extend our deepest gratitude to:

Our friends at UNDP, whose unwavering support and guid-
ance has been a driving force behind the project’s success.

Mzia Sharashidze and Anna Edgar, whose scrupulous text
editing have ensured clear, concise, and accurate content
and elevated the quality of this publication.

And finally to you, the dear reader. Thank you for playing
your part in the story of this book.

It is our hope that this guide will serve you as a valuable
resource, for urban birdwatching novices, enthusiasts,
educators, and conservationists alike. We hope our creation
helps you to get even a little closer to nature.

From team Nature Conservation Georgia (Dachi, Elene,
Luka, Nino, Sandro & Saxon).



fobsboBygomos

50088086m0 PAMmS3MILMOOL FoMIMEEg6sdo goMgymo
3bm3zgmgdol 6sbzs dbmmmE JomaedgeMgm 8godmads.
0600369mm35600 33obbmzaL, MmA 6300L30xM Jomagus
07 bbgs §030L EsbobMgdsdo YsdMsgzo Labgmool
(3b™39m0 33b3wYos.

JM05670 00MIM3MBYMH™MZB670s SLMOOM FMEbomo
mM3sb60dd0b gMHoMOIMmomMdss, HMIMYOs [ 3038086086
05685MHLYOMOS 0LFsgzmMgL.

DMFos, M3 IBMHM M35 BIMM3560s 39mYMO
LosmEbmy Jomadgddo, dom JBMM LS6LsMO, LYBMS
JbsgmmbMs LobmzgMmYogmo oMM 8sd0s6x00LMZOL.

Mom©)6 FoMmImYggbmswsi 360s §39A3960L,
BLoJeMmmM3xMML Y39modg 3300MME absbmydym
Jomaeggodog 30 Me80g6089 smgamo Labgymool
}M0639m0o 60650MHMOL.

b bLM33930 LFMMIYE 08 YMB3xMYd0L SBMEEMOST0
0539b83M9080, MMIMYOLS (3 bdoMs gbgzgdom mJ396
3oMdgom.

A3960 Jomsggoo bogbgs y603smyMo, ghmo 8gbyzom
99308h6939M0, LogMEbmol mMmAgoom. h3zgbo dobos
9500 bgmsebsmo smdmMAg6s s dMBHMbOMYOss.



Preface

In the minds of the majority, one can typically only observe
wild animals beyond the confines of urban areas. It is cru-
cial to be mindful of the fact that within cities and in other
urban settings, a diverse range of wild species thrive.

Urban biodiversity represents the combination of countless
living organisms that have adapted to coexist alongside
humans.

In general, a greater variety of urban wildlife contributes
to a healthier, cleaner, and safer living environment for
people.

Surprisingly, within the seemingly crowded cities of Geor-
gia, several dozen bird species exist.

This compact field guide aims to assist you in identifying
the birds frequently encountered in your vicinity, your
neighbourhood friends.

Our cities teem with unique, seemingly hidden life forms.
Our mission is to rediscover and safeguard them.
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8900098 39330009000 8608369mMM356 o63sLb3e3909w 603690L.



M3 8990906 BA0M $IMEEMOSL: 3o0m3smobFobym, MM gMm Labymodsl
0080096089 3obLbge3909mo0 bAoL gedm3gds 99xdmM0s S M7 Bom
©5005bLMZMY0m, YM0H39mMgO0L sTMEBMOS 0)3MOW Fogns3NMEIOSO.
Dmg0gHmo Lobgmods dbymae gbsdhby30s, MeEsd MHMOL YagEaL
6ol dsemms - bdoM dxhg6smT0, mMmgmGdnsbgoLbs s bbgs gogygem
0(3960M99mMM0890 — 3@oMgoL. bdgd0m s8mMEbmMd0L J6sMmo LFMMgE 50g3sM
990013939080 3odmagsggosm.

109099 0833003900L5L YyMeEMIOs Y6 ogsedsbzommm 0dsdg, MY
MMM goMgamado 3oMm, EMOL Mo IMBs339006 s BYLES Bsnsb
839L30L BMB3gmMOL bds — 07hJI00L LoMMB0S6, bob Bsmemo
0307190006, L3Bs30MHMEPSHB, sMOOL MIM036008b MY (30V86.

0y 30039 3IMMIsdY 07690680 BM0B3xmMgdoL smdmhgbs
393030009050, gIML 67 3s0Bgbm, Msaseb dsm Tgahbyzsbs o
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As many have said, birds serve as intermediaries, connecting humans and
the rest of the natural world. The primary explanation for this phenomenon
is their presence in nearly all types of environments, whether sparsely in-
habited or heavily populated. Consequently, the opportunity to observe and
identify them is available to almost everyone.

Currently, there are over 11,000 known bird species, with inhabitants in each
of the continents of our planet. Their melodic songs, vibrant plumage, and
peculiar behaviours capture people’s attention and foster their curiosity to
delve into the study of these creatures and their habitats.

The practice of birdwatching has its origins in the beginning of the 1800s in
the United States. This marks the inception of birdwatching as a popular



cultural activity within societies. Regarding the term "birdwatching," its
initial appearance can be traced back to a magazine published back in 1901.

How to bird?

The right gear, including a telescope, binoculars, and field guide, can hugely
enhance the experience of birdwatching. There are two primary approaches
to identifying species while out in the field: visual and auditory.

Initially, distinct species might appear quite alike, however distinguishing
them is an achievable and joyous task. To visually differentiate between
birds, there are several key components to consider: their physical charac-
teristics (size, shape and colouration), behaviour, and their habitats.

When identifying a bird, the initial focus should be on its surroundings and
the season. These factors enable us to apply a straightforward exclusion
approach, by narrowing down the range of species likely to be in the vicinity
during that particular period. Following this, we delve into observing distinc-
tive characteristics, which are unique to each individual bird species.

When it comes to the auditory identification of birds, it's important to re-
member that a single species can produce various distinct sounds. Remem-
bering these sounds can greatly simplify the process of identifying the birds.
Certain species can be challenging to locate because they spend most of their
time hiding in thick bushes, reeds and other impenetrable vegetation. Profi-
ciency in auditory recognition can prove invaluable in such situations.

While carrying out auditory identification, it is essential to take note of the
environment, the time of day, and the precise location of the bird’s vocalisa-
tion - whether it emanates from within dense bushes, the upper branches of
trees, a shoreline, wetlands, or even the skies above.

Before your next walk through your local park, within a city wood, or past an
older apartment block, consider taking this little guide with you. You might
just find that by observing bird life, listening to their melodies, and success-
fully identifying them, that your time spent outside is a little richer.
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General morphology and useful terminology

@ 306390 MogoL
9mdg693900L 0gsMagg00 -

%—/ First primary coverts

\ @ BOHMoL 00 IBsMI3900 -
\) B Greater wing coverts
@ ©o653sBMo BMms - Alula

@ @MHO0L BsTYsm 9BMSZIO0 -
Median primary coverts

@ dgmmy Mogol dmdg6g3900 - @MHoob d30My IgsMsggoo -

Secondaries Lesser wing coverts
(D 306390 Mogol 8mdgbgzgoo - @ 89Lady Mogol 0mB7693900 - @ abMmob 0ndd Mmoo -
Primaries Tertials Scapulars
3 1. Bobgem@o - Bill 3. mbydo - Crown 9. Lsdol dxd0ymYO0 - Tail

feathers

2. 890wo - Forehead 4. y3mol s mmyol
830M530 0790MYO0 - 1

o

. 39073985 035Mo3900 -

Ear and cheek Undertail cqverts
5. 39989 - Nape 11. gomm - Tarsus
6. DPMao - Back 12. 39bo, m0mgo0m ©
oM3ysmgdom - Feet (with
' toes and claws)
7. 3938 - Rump
13. 839mo - Belly
8. 390dgs gsMmszgd0 -
Uppertail coverts
14. bbgeob §39M@0 - Flank
7
15. ygmo - Throat

16. 603030 - Chin



000obLoOL MYIs. fomgmo FamEomom dmbodbymos Msdgbody
L306GIMILE sEFOWO BM0H3xMYODY OLE3IZ0MZIOMSC.

ool smgoo
Dighomi meadows

oaob oo / Chili lake mooeobol Bmgs / Thilisi sea

mobob &os / Lisi lake

©yb6MHMMME0MH0 356030

9390 03mEMM0 Dendrological garden

0ld Hippodrome

39300 330
Vake park

boBgmmn

490 §oo 30
Turtle lake

Y5600 3manmbos
Heron colony

390 Goob ggwo

Turtle lake ridge 0m@s6039M0 050

Botanical garden
302006 399
Kojori forest dmsffooboob Bamwgon /
Mtatsminda slopes 30fFsbobob Gyg
Krtsanisi forest
07O IO0l Joms dogmol 3sMz0
Bulbulebis tchala Mziuri Park

Map of Thilisi. Some interesting birding spots marked as red dots.
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Additional explanations

BsM33930L MOMMYYMO 333MEOL dmMMBo mJ396 99586930 12 o@sMs
390L. M0MMYYO 3700 smB0IBs3L FagmoFseol 3mb3MH9GIm m39L,
0535M0mMoLMZOL - 6mMIYM 30M39m™0 3760 FoMmBMsggbL 056380V, BgmMy -
0909M35mMmb s o.3..

[P Jl2][sJ[& ][5 ][e][7 ][ 8 ][ 92 J[10][m[[12]

808300HM7M S0, M0MMIYM 3Y0L 30603909mo0 sJ3b BgMgdo, Lym
390mMYy96909m0s Lsdo Lbgsobbgs BgmMo: 3§69, BaMobroLRBIMO s
mYME0. b BJMYO0 V83gbBsMYOs0 080 Fog)08d0, MY MsdEIBs©
05030 86 03MOS SMOSMMOS 000Ls, MM 3MB3MIBIMO Labymdol
BM0639m0 0bommo mJ396 Losbammgzgl, JMOsbYm goMgdmao.

03069 — 22Mm0639cm0b 65b30L 350 3seMO30IMOs

60M0620Lx89IM0 - RMH0639eM0b 63b30L 653MIO0 SEIOSMIMOS

B @36%0 - 3M0639@0b bsb3s 58 39Mm0om@n g70amgogemos

At the bottom of each page of the guide, you will observe a set of 12 small
boxes. Each box corresponds to a specific month within the calendar year;
for instance, the first cube corresponds to January, the second to February,
and so forth.

[P Jl2][sJ[& ][5 J[e][7 ][ 8 ][ 92 [0 ][m[[12]

Simultaneously, each cube is associated with one of three distinct colours:
green, orange, and blue. These colour codes serve as informative indicators
for assessing the chance of observing certain bird species within the urban
areas.

Green - high probability of observing the bird

Orange - lower probability of observing the bird

I Blue - impossible to observe the bird



BM0639mMns 0eILEHMS(3090L M6 sSbeMsglL Mogo Loddmmmyodo,
MHMIMYO0E3 083gbdsMYdsm YJBMM dYLES© sdMobmm obobo,
bLJgLMOMOZ0, SL83MOM0Z0 MY LYdMEYMO 60869000.

Alongside the illustrations you will find different symbols. These symbols
will help you in more precise identification of birds depending on the sex,
age and seasonal characteristics of the particular individual.

Q 0gMo 39003390l bydmbo . OOSLOHIMO * /3% goomgamobfobgo,
- ~ 050.-033. »DoBbIWMO* —  GmAgbLoddmmmgoo
Female _— Adult 36 3bsbagl gMnBzgmoly

Breeding season
~ May.-Aug. “summer”

Bybgommob
S@B0MBSL, oHBIQ
dl 9060 * 36 3odMmszmgdol bydmbo O sbamgedmps X BBIM0mmoL
_ = 19d.-86. ,DsBMM0* R
Male _— Juvenile 80B5M07)0380.
Non breeding season
~ Sep.-Mar. “winter”

* /% Keep in mind that these two symbols do not indicate the probability of seeing the bird in the given period but birds' plumage of that time of the year
9dsgsmomas/Examples:

v 909M0E s 3s8M0E, ,Hs0MMB0E* © ,DoBLYWT0E, sbsMEDMESE Vs DMEsLOYWOE - JHNBs0MOS
@/, ¥/%,@/O

Both - Female & Male, in “Winter” & “Summer”, Juvenile & Adult - The Same

?/3,0 03 260G © 353M0G - HMBs0GH0S
'

Juvenile Females & Males - The same

Q#/ %@ BOHLHIMO BN, ,bsdNOBNE* o ,BoBLIMB0E - gHMBsM0S
e Adult Female, in “Summer” & “Winter” - The same

BMEsLOIMo dodMo, ,Dogbymdo“

Adult Male, in “summer”

136339390 babgmOsms 339MEYONL 6xBgMsi0sL In the guide, page numbers are colour-coded

8J3L M0 ggMo - 6sMobroLYIM s 8F3569 with orange and green
03569 - 3M0b3gmob Babge doMmG0gemes Green - the bird species are relatively easy to
BgLadmgdgmo, 830MHME sLsbmMydYM™ observe, even in highly urbanised settings.
30My0mBog 3o.

Orange - low probability of encountering the
65M0620LBIM0 - H3b30L EOSMO SOSMMOY, particular bird species, typically due to factors
3bm3Mx00L GsMPmo oMb, Hemybmoobs my such as its tendency to hide, scarcity in number,

bbges J393000 Ms30Lg0o7xMY0O900L Fodm; or its specific behavioural traits.



No

22

19

23
24

26
27
28
25

18

21
20

16

12
11

10

Latin Name

Jmmolgdmbo / Accipitridae

Accipiter nisus

Bogamipbobydebo /Fal

Falco tinnunculus

98 Mm9olgdmbo / Columbidae

Columba livia ,,domestica*
Spilopelia senegalensis

Streptopelia decaocto

dLgdMBo / Strigidae
Athene noctua

Ots scops

6sdgemsbgd®mbo / Apodidae

Apus apus

3mEsmsbydMmbo / Picidae
Dendrocopos major
Dendrocopos medius
Dendrocopos minor

Picus viridis

99MEbmolydmbo / Hirundinidae

Delichon urbicum

Hirundo rustica

Jooymo babgemo

90006m

A3gnmgoMngo 3oM30@s

Jomagob 8@Mywo

bgbgasmyMo (B30MY) g3M0E0

baygmmosbo 3zmodo

$méo
fymhmdo

65030

©OE0 MO MW
LadPsmm $MYMO MM S
83009 3MIW0 MW
8§3069 gmsmes

Jomagol 8gmEbsmo
bmgmob dgMEbsmo

dmmmgs6Jsmsbgdmbo / Motacillidae

Motacilla alba

99058 mosbgdmbo / Muscicapidae

Erithacus rubecula

Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Bs30bgdMbo / Turdidae
Turdus merula
fogfogslgombo / Paridae

Cyanistes caeruleus

Parus major

ym@BoLgdMmBo / Corvidae
Corvus cornix

Garrulus glandarius

Pica pica

dmBoslgdmbo / Sturnidae

Sturnus vulgaris

dgmpMsbgombo / Passeridae

Passer domesticus

900 mebydmbo / Fringillidae

Carduelis carduelis
Chloris chloris

Fringilla coelebs

090M0 dMmmJsbgsts

Bymiomgms

B309W0MO30 dMEWMEIEdws

9030 Bo830

dmmymxm Gogfogs
©oo fogfozs

b0 Y3930
fibogszn
3883030

dmdos

Lsbanob 0gmPMs

BoGosBMbs
0§3s6ms
b3306hs

Common Name

Eurasian sparrowhawk

Common kestrel

Feral pigeon
Laughing dove
Eurasian collared-dove

Little owl
Scops owl

Common swift

Great spotted woodpecker
Middle spotted woodpecker
Lesser spotted woodpecker
Green woodpecker

Northern house martin
Barn swallow

‘White wagtail

European robin
Common redstart

Eurasian blackbird

Blue tit
Great tit

Hooded crow
Eurasianjay
Eurasian magpie

Common starling

House sparrow

European goldfinch
European greenfinch
Common chaffinch

ooo

oo

0o oo oo oooo

ooo

ooo



650g5ms / Common swift

Apus apus

msbo: 63930mmsLydMbo / Apodidae
LoamEbwob bsbgMdmogmos: 4-10 fgmo
bLogMdg: 17-18 LA

gOnsdmomo: 40-44 LI

Family: Apodidae

Average lifespan: 4-10 years
Total body length: 17-18 cm
Wingspan: 40-44 cm

30b0379M0 smfaMs (096G 0x035(300)

dpdo, 0mBogm-8mys30bBMm BM063gmos MgmnMo
60393000 s Ygmom. HMOL dmsgsMo dmdgbg3goo
Go6m3b 9900507000 M0s BIMOLss. Bgodmgds
839Momm dgMEbsemdo, 3sgMsd Bobgseb oo dmaol
6583m0LYOYMO BMHMYO0, F7Jo FgBRIMOWMMOS S
0885b3LOsMYOYMO ,0Y30MSmMs“ bds ebalbzezgob.

8930390

300Ms3m9d0lL 3g9Mmomado ggbgwgds g3mmasdo,
396@MmOMYM 8 sMIMLZMgm sD0sT0, HMOMMIM
88M03590. 0D300MYOL (396GMSMIYH o

LsdbMgm vBM03390. LadeMMZgmML MOYMO
3M3ms30s! J3gybol momgdadol yzgmes Mgaombdos
393MEI™YOYMO. 3abls3nmMMmIO0m FMSIMSE 8M0sb
000 Jomsggodo, bss Bommzol BadHLMs©
390MLsY30 09300 B0 J9bmdss.

Ls0065MM goMgam

L300BsMHM vMYSML doMmoMssE DMT0gMHo
LaMGYmob Gamodmm0goo Fomamswagbl, bewss
853338 L3OYOMSO FodMLI30 OO dMTol
BIOYMHMosb0 bggodo, 3enwggoo, Lagbmgmgogmo
3MMH39L900 s bbgs domomo F96mds-65370M0900.
1333900L AMLE3MZIOMSE FSIMOMO, MOS

LogME9 gLOZoMMYOS.

33900

8§9M03s00ss. 03390908 FbmmME BMY60L EMHML
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The common swift has a dark, blackish-brown
plumage. It has a white chin and throat that provide

a contrasting colouration. The primary wing feathers
are lighter in colour compared to the body. While it
may bear some resemblance to swallows, the common
swift stands out with its large sickle-shaped wings. Has
a characteristic “screaming” sound.

Distribution

During the breeding season, the common swift

can be found in Europe, Central and Eastern Asia,
and North Africa. It spends winters in central and
southern Africa. Nesting populations can be found in
almost all regions of Georgia. They are particularly
abundant in large cities, where tall buildings provide
suitable shelters.

Habitat

The common swift is predominantly found in residen-
tial areas within the temperate zone. These areas are
characterised by an abundance of large hollow trees,
rocks, residential buildings, and other tall structures
that provide suitable nesting sites for the birds. Swifts
require ample open space in order to forage effective-
ly, which is also found in cities.

Feeding

The common swift is an insectivorous bird, exclusively
feeding on insects captured while in flight. To gather a
substantial amount of food in one go, it forms a
specialised “food mound” in its mouth, capable of
holding around 200-300 insects at a time.

A resident and migratory bird of Georgia.

65330ms 30fsdg Mm0mJdol sHsbEMML LEYOs. Jsb
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08953909mM0 56 ML s LOFsMMYDY PLZ0M, 86
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With long wings in comparison to its body, the
common swift is unable to take off from the ground
if it falls. As a result, it is crucial to avoid letting the
bird come into contact with the ground. If you come
across a fallen adult individual, carefully inspect

it to ensure it is unharmed, and then place it in an
elevated position or give it a gentle toss into the air.
By doing so, the bird will regain its ability to fly and
continue its journey independently.

b 9600 5730
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beogmolb dgmEbaemo / Barn swallow

Hirundo rustica

mgsbo: 99MEbmoLyd®™6o / Hirundinidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 4-8 fgmo
LogMmdg: 17-21 LA

gmmsdmomo: 31,8-34,3 LD

Family: Hirundinidae
Average lifespan: 4-8 years
Total body length: 17-21 cm
Wingspan: 31,8-34,3 cm

B0%0379M0 30FgMs (000963 08035(309)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The barn swallow is well-known to the general

public. It can be distinguished from other species by
unique features including long, pointed wings, a scis-
sor-shaped tail with thin, extended tips, a blue-green
gloss on the back, a blackish-blue band across the
chest, a bright red throat, and a white or light brown
underside. When flying, it frequently hovers near the
ground or water surface while moving swiftly and
forcefully, sometimes even drinking water while in
flight. Although male and female are almost identical
In appearance, males tend to have thinner and longer
tail tips. Young individuals can be recognised by their
relatively short, blunt tail tips and their pinkish-brown
or rusty-white forehead and throat, instead of the
vivid red colour of adult individuals.

Distribution

The barn swallow is found in all biogeographic
regions except for Australia and Antarctica. During the
breeding season, it can be found in Europe and Asia,
the Middle East, North Africa, and North America.

It spends winters in South America, South Asia, and
some southern parts of the Middle East.

Habitat

The barn swallow is an urban bird. It is usually found
in cities, small villages and farmyards. During migra-
tion, small groups often stop to rest in the reeds.

Feeding

The barn swallow primarily feeds on insects. It hunts
while in flight, often in close proximity to livestock in
grasslands or pastures.

Aresident and migratory bird of Georgia.
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Jomosgob dgmMi3bsemo / Northern house martin

Delichon urbicum

~

mgsbo: 99MEbmoLyd®™6o / Hirundinidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 5-14 fgmo
LogMmdy: 13.5-15 LI

QOHMsdImomo: 26-29 LI

Family: Hirundinidae
Average lifespan: 5-14 years
Total body length: 13.5-15 cm
Wingspan: 26-29 cm

B0%0379M0 30f9Ms (00096 0x035(303)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The Northern house martin can be easily recognised
by its white waist and underparts, which sharply
contrast with its dark, blackish back. The bird’s crest,
shoulder feathers, and back have a noticeable blue
sheen. Its tail is short, black, and partially serrated.
When perched on the ground or near water puddles

to collect mud for nest building, the bird’s feet, covered
with white feathers, become visible. In terms of

flight speed, it is not as quick as the common swift.

As for young individuals, they bear similarities to
adults but lack the blue sheen described above.
Instead, their throat and upper breast have a brown-
ish-grey colouration.

Distribution

The northern house martin is commonly found across
various regions of Europe, Central and Western Asia
during the breeding season. However, during winter
and migration periods, it can be observed in the Mid-
dle East, Africa, and tropical parts of Asia.

Habitat

The northern house martin usually selects moun-
tainous regions and areas near water as its preferred
habitat. The bird is not hesitant to inhabit human-pop-
ulated areas, including cities, villages, farms, and
agricultural fields.

Feeding

The northern house martin primarily feeds on insects
and is considered insectivorous. It relies heavily on
hunting while in flight to capture insects.

A resident and migratory bird of Georgia.

The northern house martin occasionally contradicts
its name (in Georgian it is referred to as city
swallow), as it is frequently observed in places

far from urban areas, such as high cliffs and

alpine meadows.
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Jomogob d@@™geo / Feral pigeon

Columba livia ,, domestica “

msbo: I¢M9oLydmbo / Columbidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 6-35 fgmo
LogMmdy: 30-35 LD

QOMsImomo: 62-72 LI

Family: Columbidae
Average lifespan: 6-35 years
Total body length: 30-35 cm
Wingspan: 62-72 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The feral pigeon is characterised by its distinct dark
head and neck, along with a combination of light grey
feathers on the wings and back. The inner part of its
wings are white, with noticeable black stripes on the
underside. Its face is white, complemented by reddish
eyes, and a dark-coloured beak. The feral pigeon can
be found in various other colour variations, including
white, brownish, and dark grey. This bird is known for
its agile and powerful flight.

Distribution
The feral pigeon is widespread in North Africa, Eu-
rope, and South-West Asia.

Habitat

Similar to the house sparrow, the feral pigeon is one of
the most abundant urban species, primarily residing
in large cities and their surrounding areas.

Feeding

The feral pigeon has an omnivorous diet, made up
of a variety of food sources. While it does consume
insects and spiders, its primary preference is for
plant-based foods. This includes a selection of seeds,
berries, and fruits.

A resident bird of Georgia.

1 gmEbsmo mMasBobagon, Hmdmdoy JHMEMImMsE 0330000056 B3I6sMPId0m, Fbmaggmab bmmom, BFaMId0ms ©s bmgMmgooo.
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bg6ggomymMo (3g0MmY) g3™odo / Laughing dove

Spilopelia senegalensis

msbo: I¢M9oLydmbo / Columbidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 5-10 fgmo
LogMmdy: 23-26 LO

QOHMsdImomo: 40-45 LI

Family: Columbidae
Average lifespan: 5-10 years
Total body length: 23-26 cm
Wingspan: 40-45 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)

badysmm dBmMIoL dmMmys30LBRMmM BMH0B3gMOos
§oaMmdgmyonmo bbggmoms s 3MIYE0 3H00m.
90 99bg30m, IGMILSE Hoogsegh. @MboLSL,
3900L 9gs Bsfomol dmbsGymmodoms s MmOl
93do J3gs dbsmom, F3gnmgomog 3g3mo@L (Turtle
dove) 3gs3L. bYb69ggaMYMO g3MEOL FobLbgsgzgds
d9Lodmgdgmos Ys30bx3gMo dYMFom (396@M30 Jogo
070090l goMydy), 9gLedhbI3sw 3MIIMO 3YV0MS
3 dmM3mg BMHMYO00; $35LMsb, B397xMgdM030
33000 9MH0YOS LELMIOY SFOMYOL.
d90dmgos 83gMHomm Lsygmmosb gzmo@do, BogMaed
05bm86 F900MY00m YRMM dyJos, ygmdy dogo
FaoEomgoo sg3b o DM 3G M.

893030

893M39WIOIO05 396HMSWMIM S ELEZI!
00690, 9MsYdo, 0Ms680, 9308690, 3830LES680,
B3PYOL MSOJNLS S $BM0ZST0.

Ls0063MHM FoMgdm

doMomse 33bzwgds GYol 30MHxddn, demgddo,
133960900, bdoMe — bsEbmzMydgm Lsbmgdmsb
SbMU. o6 9M0g0s MO 3oMmgdmb. Jrosdbml
™sd0Lgo0L BodygMo BMoB3gmos.

33900
03390900 839650970 L83390000.

Lago@mmggemmdo dImod0bsmys.

Description of physical appearance (identification)
The laughing dove is a medium-sized bird with a slen-
der body and a long tail. It has brown plumage, and at
first glance, it may resemble a pigeon. However, there
are distinct features that set it apart from the collared
dove, such as its smaller size and the presence of black
patches on its throat. During flight, the laughing dove
displays a colourful upper tail and dark underwing,
giving it a resemblance to the turtle dove. However, it
can be distinguished from the Turtle dove by its short-
er wings, notably longer tail, and brown back without
black feathers in the centre.

Distribution

The Laughing dove is commonly found across central
and western Asia, including countries such as Iraq,
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, as well as
various regions in Africa.

Habitat

The laughing dove is frequently spotted in close prox-
imity to residential areas and is commonly sighted in
parks, plantations, and forested regions. It is unfazed
by urban settings and exhibits adaptability to city
living. Additionally, this bird is a characteristic dweller
of desert oases.

Feeding
The laughing dove has a primarily plant-based diet.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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baggmmosbo ggmo@o / Eurasian collared dove

Streptopelia decaocto

msbo: I¢M9oLydmbo / Columbidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMmdmogmos: 18-19 fgmo
LogMmdy: 29-33 LO

QOHMsdmomo: 48-53 LI

Family: Columbidae
Average lifespan: 18-19 years
Total body length: 29-33 cm
Wingspan: 48-53 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The Eurasian collared-dove is a medium-sized bird
with grey-brown plumage. At first glance, it may
resemble a pigeon, but what sets it apart is the distinct
black collar around its neck, bordered by white feath-
ers. Its overall appearance is characterised by a light
colouration that contrasts against its dark eyes.
Although it is noticeably lighter than the laughing
dove, there is a resemblance between the two birds
that can lead to confusion.

Distribution

The Eurasian collared dove is a widely distributed
species found across most parts of the world, except
for the highland regions of Europe, the Middle East, Sri
Lanka, China, and Korea.

Habitat

The Eurasian collared-dove is frequently observed
in urban areas, public spaces, and parks that offer
suitable nesting places. It is also commonly seen in
agricultural areas and open plains.

Feeding
The Eurasian collared-dove has a primarily
plant-based diet.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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bLabmol 0gmY®s / House sparrow

Passer domesticus

24

mEsbo: 09MYMsLYdMmbo / Passeridae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 3-5 fgmo
LogMmdy: 14-16 LO

QOHmsdmomo: 20-25 LI

Family: Passeridae
Average lifespan: 3-5 years
Total body length: 14-16 cm
Wingspan: 20-25 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The house sparrow is a medium-sized bird from

the Passeridae family. It displays a general plumage
colouration of brownish grey. There is a notable
sexual dimorphism?. In males, the head and wings
have a dark brown hue, while the cheeks are white.
The forehead appears greyish, and the throat is black
in colour. Females, on the other hand, have a lighter
brown colouration on the head and wings, and the
belly has a greyish tone.

Distribution

The house sparrow has a wide distribution across
much of the Eurasian continent, including North
Africa and the Middle East.

Habitat

The house sparrow is recognised as one of the most
prevalent bird species in urban environments world-
wide. It thrives in areas where human populations
are concentrated and can be observed in nearly all
populated locations.

Feeding

The house sparrow is an omnivorous bird, meaning
it has a varied diet that includes both plant-based
and animal-based food sources. It feeds on seeds
and berries, as well as animal food such as insects
and their larvae.

A resident bird of Georgia.

bLabgmool 0gmyms. A396L J39Ysb580 6 Labgmodol
09mIMs 33b3090s, JOMsmME 0L060 oMM
96005690 3o93mLgsb dmBmMMmIo0m 00650MMOY6.
JomasgdgsMgm gabigmolbsl gnmsbdom
©33035M09MYm 806003MY00 s BIJMIgooL
899mgeMgbo —dgodmgds goblbgzsggdymo
bLabgmool 09myMYO0 s®mdmshobm.

It might come as a surprise that the familiar sparrow
we commonly observe is not the only species of
sparrow common in Georgia. Georgia is home to six
sparrow species, although most other species are
primarily present outside the urban areas. If you
venture beyond the city limits and carefully observe
areas near fields and farms, you might come across
various other sparrow species.

1 Bomgmommgono bsbosmob 5086500 (30m3gmatn bydlgemamo 608660l geMms), HmBmH0p 3e6sbbsga006 3586 06w0g0YLL Bugomgdabas

2 The occurrence of morphological differences (other than primary sexual characters) that distinguish males from females of a species of organism
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b3306hs / Common chaffinch
Fringilla coelebs

24

msbo: I00xmsbgombo / Fringillidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 8-15 gmo
LogMmdy: 14-16 LO

QOHmsdmomo: 24.5-28.5 LD

Family: Fringillidae
Average lifespan: 8-15 years
Total body length: 14-16 cm
Wingspan: 24.5-28.5 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)
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A continuous up and down shape or movement, like waves on the sea

Description of physical appearance (identification)
The common chaffinch is similar in size to a house
sparrow, but it possesses a more slender body and
longer tail. It is distinguishable by the presence of

two white stripes on its wings, white edges on its

tail, and a greenish-grey underbelly. During flight it
exhibits strong, undulating! movements. The males are
adorned with reddish-brown plumage all over their
body, and rusty red tones on the sides of the bird’s
head and chest, while the back and nape exhibit a blu-
ish-grey colouration. In contrast, the female and young
individuals have greyish-green feathers with a hint of
brown on their upper parts, and a greyish-white hue
on their underparts.

Distribution

The common chaffinch can be found across a wide
range, spanning much of Europe. Populations inhab-
iting warmer regions tend to stay within their nesting
areas throughout the year, while those in northern
regions migrate south for the winter season.

Habitat

The common chaffinch thrives in a variety of habitats
including sunlit forests, gardens, and open public spac-
es. It shows adaptability and does not avoid areas with
human population.

Feeding

The primary diet of the common chaffinch consists of
seeds, berries, and fruits. However, during the breed-

ing season and while rearing their offspring, they also
incorporate insects into their food intake.

A resident bird of Georgia.

Throughout most of the year, common chaffinches
are rarely seen around cities and urban
environments. However, as winter arrives,

they suddenly appear. When snow blankets the
peripheries of urban areas and food becomes scarce,
these birds return to metropolitan areas. As spring
approaches, they once again vanish from our sight.
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ho@ds@mbs / European goldfinch

Carduelis carduelis

24

msbo: I00xmsbgombo / Fringillidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 3-6 fgmo
LogMmdy: 12-13 LA

QOHmsdmomo: 19-22 bLd

Family: Fringillidae
Average lifespan: 3-6 years
Total body length: 12-13 cm
Wingspan: 19-22 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
Its distinguishing features include a red face and a
distinct black-and-white head pattern, setting it apart
from similar species. The plumage colour is predom-
inantly brownish. During flight, the prominent black
wings with a broad yellow stripe are visible.

Adult individuals do not exhibit sexual dimorphism.
During the breeding season, birds fly in pairs, while
in winter they often gather in small or large flocks.
They are known for emitting characteristically
delicate twittering sound as they fly, which helps in
identifying them.

Distribution

The European goldfinch is widely distributed across
the western regions of the Eurasian continent, includ-
ing Europe, and Central and Western Asia. It can also
be found in North Africa and the Middle East.

Habitat

The European goldfinch inhabits various habitats
including sunlit forests, gardens, and open public spac-
es. It shows adaptability and does not avoid areas with
human population.

Feeding

The European goldfinch primarily feeds on seeds, ber-
ries, and fruits. However, during the breeding season
and when raising their offspring, they also incorporate
insects into their diet.

A resident bird of Georgia.

The colourful plumage of this bird can be
surprisingly hard to spot, as getting near goldfinches
is quite challenging. If you wish to observe them
closely, locate some fields of sunflowers, and there's
a strong possibility they will appear. Sunflower
seeds are one of goldfinches’ favourite foods.
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0(306ms / European greenfinch

Chloris chloris

24

msbo: I00xmsbgombo / Fringillidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 5-7 fgmo
LogMmdy: 14-16 LO

QOmsdmomo: 24-27 LI

Family: Fringillidae
Average lifespan: 5-7 years
Total body length: 14-16 cm
Wingspan: 24-27 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The European greenfinch is characterised by a short
tail and a robust beak. The males exhibit a greenish
colouration all across their body, while the females
have a greyish hue. This species exhibits clear sexual
dimorphism. During the winter season, this species is
commonly observed in the company of other birds,
particularly in flocks of goldfinches.

Distribution

The European greenfinch is widely distributed across
the western regions of the Eurasian continent, includ-
ing Europe and Western Asia. It can also be found in
certain areas of North Africa and the Middle East.

Habitat

The European greenfinch inhabits various habitats
including sunlit forests, gardens, and open public spac-
es. It shows adaptability and does not avoid areas with
human population.

Feeding

The primary diet of the European Greenfinch consists
of seeds, berries, and fruits. However, during the
breeding season and while rearing their offspring,
they also incorporate insects into their food intake.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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o000 fogfogs / Great tit

Parus major

2 4

mgsbo: fogfogsLgdoMbo / Paridae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 8-11 gmo
LogMmdy: 13-15 LA

QOmsdmomo: 20-24 LI

Family: Paridae

Average lifespan: 8-11 years
Total body length: 13-15 cm
Wingspan: 20-24 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The body is primarily yellowish-green in colour. The
adult individuals have a black head, a distinct black
stripe on the belly, and prominent white cheeks. While
there is some variation between males and females,
the differences in appearance between the sexes are
not pronounced.

Distribution

The great tit is widely distributed across Europe,
Central and Eastern Asia, and North Africa. It can be
found in various habitats and has a broad geographi-
cal range, making it a resident species in many areas.

Habitat

The great tit can be observed in diverse habitats,
including deciduous and mixed forests, as well

as gardens and urban areas. It is adaptable and
comfortable in populated environments, earning its
reputation as one of the most common bird species in
urban settings.

Feeding

The great tit is an omnivorous bird, meaning it has a
varied diet that includes both animal and plant matter.
It feeds on a range of animal foods such as insects,
their larvae, spiders, and other small invertebrates.
Additionally, it consumes plant-based food sources like
seeds and berries.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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dmmy®mpm fogfogzs / Blue tit

Cyanistes caeruleus

24

mgsbo: fogfogsLgdoMbo / Paridae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 7-10 fgmo
LogMmdg: 10-12 LA

QOHMsdmomo: 16-18 LI

Family: Paridae

Average lifespan: 7-10 years
Total body length: 10-12 cm
Wingspan: 16-18 cm

B0%0339M0 s0fgMe (0096 0x3035(303)
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The body is primarily coloured in shades of yellow
and blue. The belly is yellow, while the cheeks are
white, and there is a distinctive black stripe near the
eye. The adult individual stands out with its blue
head, and the wings and tail also exhibit prominent
blue hues. While there are subtle differences between
males and females, sexual dimorphism is not strongly
pronounced in this species.

Distribution
The blue tit is widely distributed across Europe, West-
ern Asia, and certain parts of the Middle East.

Habitat

Similarly to the great tit, the blue tit can be observed
in diverse habitats, including deciduous and mixed
forests, gardens, and urban squares. It readily adapts
to populated areas without hesitation.

Feeding

Itis an omnivorous bird, meaning it has a varied

diet that includes both animal and plant matter. It
feeds on a range of animal foods such as insects,

their larvae, spiders, and other small invertebrates.
Additionally, it consumes plant-based food sources like
seeds and berries.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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mybo yzogo / Hooded crow

Corvus cornix

mpsbo: ymmbobyombo / Corvidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 10-14 fgmo
LogMmdy: 44-51 LA

QMHmsdmomo: 84-100 LO

Family: Corvidae

Average lifespan: 10-14 years
Total body length: 44-51 cm
Wingspan: 84-100 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The hooded crow is a familiar and easily identifiable
bird, known for its distinct colouration. It has light
grey plumage with contrasting black wings, tail, and

a unique collar-shaped marking on its chest. During
flight, it displays a characteristic erratic and unpredict-
able pattern, setting it apart from the jackdaw, which
has a more rhythmic wing movement. It is commonly
observed soaring at high altitudes. The social structure
of hooded crow groups is typically unstable, with
frequent changes in membership.

Distribution

The hooded crow is widely distributed across Europe,
Asia, and Africa, occupying a vast territory. It can

be found throughout various regions of central,
northern, and southern Europe, including the eastern
area encompassing the Ural Mountains. During the
winter, populations from northern Europe migrate
south, whereas southern populations remain in their
resident areas.

Habitat

The hooded crow is a highly adaptable species that can
thrive in diverse habitats. It is capable of inhabiting
desert regions, open forests, marshy areas, and wood-
ed banks. It is not restricted to natural habitats alone,
as it can also be found in urban environments such as
large cities, as well as agricultural fields.

Feeding

The hooded crow has a diverse diet as an omnivorous
bird. It consumes a variety of plant and animal-based
foods, such as small birds and their eggs, small
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and insects.
Additionally, it includes plant materials like berries,
fruits, and seeds in its diet.

A resident bird of Georgia.

When a young bird has just fled from its nest and
lacks full flight capabilities, it can be found perched
in close proximity to the nest. The parents might try
to attack you as a means to protect their offspring
from human interference.
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3933030 / Eurasian magpie
Pica pica

mpsbo: ymmbobyombo / Corvidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 2-4 fgmo
LogMmdy: 40-51 LA

QOHMsdmomo: 52-62 LI

Vd

Family: Corvidae

Average lifespan: 2-4 years
Total body length: 40-51 cm
Wingspan: 52-62 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The Eurasian magpie is widely recognised by the pub-
lic, and is identified by its black and white feathers,

as well as its long, sleek tail that has a greenish hue.
During flight, a noticeable white patch is visible on

its short, rounded wings, and it typically maintains a
consistent straight trajectory. When walking, the bird
has a distinctive waddling gait, often with a raised tail,
and is also capable of making large jumps.

Distribution

The distribution area of the Eurasian magpie covers
the temperate belt of Eurasia. In general, the species
tends to stay in a particular location and remains close
to its nesting area during the winter season. However,
populations located in northern regions typically
move southward during the winter due to the severe
climate conditions.

Habitat

The Eurasian magpie is a highly adaptable bird that
can thrive in a wide range of habitats. It is well-suited
to diverse living environments, including open
meadows, forest areas, swampy regions, and even arid
landscapes. Additionally, it is capable of adapting to
urban settings, making itself at home in big cities, as
well as agricultural fields.

Feeding

The Eurasian magpie has a diverse diet as an
omnivorous bird. It consumes a variety of plant and
animal-based foods, such as small birds and their eggs,
small mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and insects.
Additionally, its diet includes berries, fruits, and seeds.

A resident bird of Georgia.

Confined exclusively to the eastern regions of
Georgia, the Eurasian magpie's habitation pattern
remains a mystery. Unknown factors prevent its
movement across the Likhi ridge, thereby restricting
the expansion of this particular species into western
Georgia. Consequently, its presence is a rarity within
the cities of western Georgia.
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Aboggo / Eurasian jay

Garrulus glandarius

mpsbo: ymmbobyombo / Corvidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 3-17 fgmo
LogMmdy: 32-36 LO

gONsImomo: 55 b

Family: Corvidae
Average lifespan: 3-17 years
Total body length: 32-36 cm
Wingspan: 55 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The Eurasian jay has a predominately pinkish-brown
plumage colouration. The black feathers surrounding
the blue wing patch create a distinct contrast. A wide,
black whisker-like stripe extends along the throat. Un-
like the European jay, a sub-species of the Eurasian jay
found in the Caucasus ecoregion has black feathers on
part of its head. The feathers on the head can occasion-
ally appear ruffled, giving it a relatively pointed shape.
During flight, a distinct white patch and a wide white
band on the wing become visible.

Distribution

The Eurasian jay is found across a vast range span-
ning from Western Europe and North Africa to India
and South Asia, inhabiting a significant portion of its
distribution area. Populations residing in northern
regions migrate south during the winter season.

Habitat

The Eurasian jay can be observed in various forest
environments, including both coniferous and de-
ciduous forests, as well as in large parks. It shows a
preference for areas rich in fruits such as beech, oak,
or cypress trees.

Feeding

The Eurasian jay has a diverse diet as an omnivorous
bird. It consumes a variety of plant and animal-based
foods, such as small birds and their eggs, small
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and insects.
Additionally, it includes plant materials like berries,
fruits, and seeds in its diet.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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In Georgia, this bird is known by another name: it
is often referred to as the mockingbird. Primarily
during the breeding season, jays have the capability
to mimic/imitate a variety of sounds. So, if you
happen to hear what seems like a dog barking

from a high tree or the wail of a police siren while
walking in an alley or park, don't get confused - it
might in fact be a Eurasian jay.
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3530 05930 / Eurasian blackbird

Turdus merula

mgsbo: 6930L90M60 / Turdidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 2.5-21 fgmo
LogMmdy: 23.5-29 LI

QOHmsdmomo: 34-38 LI

Family: Turdidae

Average lifespan: 2.5-21 years
Total body length: 23.5-29 cm
Wingspan: 34-38 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
Male Eurasian blackbirds are entirely black in colour.
During spring and summer, their yellow beak and thin
yellow eye ring become more prominent.

There may be faint spots scattered on the feathers. The
blackbird has a long tail, which is often seen pointed
upwards. It spends a significant amount of time on

the ground, hopping and searching for insects and
invertebrates. When it finds its prey, it briefly takes
flight and skillfully catches it. Unlike some other bird
species, the Eurasian blackbird does not typically form
flocks or create large groups. Female individuals have
dark brown plumage, with a dark beak and pale white
throat. The breast is mottled! in appearance.

Distribution

The Eurasian blackbird is widespread across Europe,
North Africa, India, and South China. Some popula-
tions are resident year-round, while others migrate
partially or entirely.

Habitat

The Eurasian blackbird can be observed in diverse
habitats including mountainous areas, wetlands,
forest fringes, agricultural fields, urban environ-
ments, gardens, and parks. It can also be observed in
diverse landscapes.

Feeding

Omnivorous bird. It feeds on a range of animal foods
such as insects, their larvae, spiders, and other small
invertebrates. Additionally, it consumes plant-based

food sources like seeds and berries.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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1 Covered with areas of different colours that do not form a regular pattern.

The charming whistle of the Eurasian blackbird
can be considered, alongside the melody of the
nightingale, as some of a city’s most beautiful
birdsong. The blackbirds' harmonies swirl around
urban environments, particularly at or around
dawn and dusk.
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dm00s / Common starling

Sturnus vulgaris

24

mpsbo: dmBosbyombo / Sturnidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 2-23 fgmo
LogMmdg: 19-22 LA

QOHmsdmomo: 31-44 LI

Family: Sturnidae

Average lifespan: 2-23 years
Total body length: 19-22 cm
Wingspan: 31-44 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The common starling can be mistaken for the black
thrush by inexperienced bird watchers. The common
starling has a vibrant metallic sheen in shades of
green and purple on its feathers. Its appearance is
characterised by raised wings and a short tail. The
beak is relatively long and pointed, and the legs

have a brownish-pink hue. During winter, the body
of the common starling is adorned with yellow-
ish-white spots.

It displays energetic movements, but unlike the black
thrush, it does not hop while walking. Instead, it flies
swiftly and in a wave-like manner. Both males and fe-
males have a similar physical appearance. The young
individuals are completely pale brown in colour.

Distribution

The common starling can be found across a wide
range of regions including Europe, Asia, North Africa,
India, Northwestern China, and the Middle East (in
cluding Syria, Iran, and Iraq). Populations in southern
and western Europe tend to be resident, meaning
they stay in their habitats year-round, while those in
northern regions migrate south for the winter.

Habitat

The common starling can be found in various habitats
such as farms, populated areas, and forests, particu-
larly those with oak trees. After the breeding season,
individuals often gather in flocks, sometimes forming
very large groups.

Feeding

An omnivorous bird. It feeds on insects, their larvae,
spiders, and other small invertebrates. Additionally, it
consumes seeds, berries and fruits.

Resident bird in Georgia.
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During the winter season, when the majority of
songbirds are yet to return from their migratory
homes, you might hear the sounds of birds that
should not yet have returned. However, it is
important not to be misled, as common starlings
possess an exceptional ability to imitate the sounds
they encounter within their surroundings.
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09000 d0mmmmJsbjoMms / White wagtail

Motacilla alba

o

mEsbo: 0mmmJsbjsMsbgombo / Motacillidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 12 fgmo
LogMmdy: 16-19 LO

QOmsdmomo: 24-25 LI

Family: Motacillidae
Average lifespan: 12 years
Total body length: 16-19 cm
Wingspan: 24-25 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The white wagtail is a slender bird with a long body
and a distinctive flicking tail. Its appearance can vary
depending on the subspecies. Some have a black head
that gradually blends into a grey body, while others
may only have a small portion of their head covered
in black feathers. The back and neck can also be
completely grey in certain cases.

During the breeding season, the adult male displays

a distinct appearance. It has a black crest and nape
that sharply contrast with the grey body. The forehead
is white, and the beak is black, extending the dark
colouring from the beak to the chest. The wings

are tipped with white, adding to its overall striking
appearance. The adult female, in the breeding season,
resembles the male but with differences in the
colouration of the crest and nape. Young individuals
have dark sides on their mane and greyish mandibles.
Instead of black feathers, their chest is covered

in grey plumage.

Distribution

The white wagtail can be found across a wide range
of Eurasia. It is predominantly resident in Western
Europe and the Mediterranean Sea region, while
populations in other areas are migratory.

Habitat

The white wagtail is adaptable to various habitats,
although it has a preference for wetlands. However, it
is not hesitant to inhabit populated areas as well.

Feeding

The white wagtail sustains itself by consuming a
diverse diet that includes both land-dwelling and
water-dwelling insects and other invertebrates.

A resident and migratory bird of Georgia.
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A397mgoMmogo 3omzods / Common kestrel

Falco tinnunculus

mpsbo: Fo30MEb0LYOM60 / Falconidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 15-16 fgmo
LogMdg: 31-37 LD

BOHMsdmomo: 68-78 LI

Family: Falconidae

Average lifespan: 15-16 years
Total body length: 31-37 cm
Wingspan: 68-78 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The common kestrel is a medium-sized bird of prey
known for its long wings and tail. During flight, its

tail spreads out in a distinct fan shape. The upper

part of its body, including the back and wing coverts,
is reddish-brown and contrasts noticeably with the
darker plumage. It exhibits an active flying style and
may resemble a sparrowhawk in shape, but can be
distinguished by its flight behaviour, narrower wings,
and overall colouration.

The adult male common kestrel has bluish-grey feath-
ers on the back and tail coverts, with a dark band at
the tail’s end. Its head has a blended, smooth, greyish
tone, while the back and upper wing coverts display a
dark chestnut colour with black spots. Young individ-
uals resemble adult females, but can be distinguished
by their reddish-brown back which has a yellowish
tinge, and their breast appears more mottled or spotty.

Distribution

The common kestrel can be found across Europe, Asia,
and Africa. European populations migrate to Africa
during the winter season, while many other popula-
tions remain in their respective habitats year-round.

Habitat

The common kestrel can be observed in various
urban areas such as large cities and villages, as well
as in open spaces like airfields, highways, plains,
fields, and wetlands.

Feeding

The common kestrel sustains itself by consuming a
varied diet consisting of small mammals, small birds,
reptiles, amphibians, and large insects.

Aresident and migratory bird of Georgia.

®00mobdo 3oM306900 Ig@Foms dzgm, LsdImms
39M0mob 3mM3xLYodo 00650MMOY6. sd0b
0909990 0Lss, MMA 83 B030L MmomJdob ygzgms
896m0sb 0MMM LeMMPYMDY La3sgMm MoMOYO0
893L s@s690nmo, MMIMYOLs3 gb BM0b3gm™mgon
bLs0YEMI 0Y969096.

Common kestrels exhibit a particular fondness

for Soviet-era apartment blocks within Thilisi. The
majority of these old buildings feature windows or
vent-like spaces near their uppermost floors, which
serve as a preferred nesting place for these birds.
When you walk around Soviet tower blocks, you
will at least hear (if not see) them, and their excited
clee-clee calls.
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A397mgoMmogo dmmmggbems / Common redstart

Phoenicurus phoenicurus

4

mpsbo: 9995GmosLydMmbo / Muscicapidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 7-9 fgmo
LogMdg: 13-14 LD

QOmsdmomo: 20-24 LI

Family: Muscicapidae
Average lifespan: 7-9 years
Total body length: 13-14 cm
Wingspan: 20-24 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The common redstart is a small bird, known for

its distinct feature of a constantly moving red tail,
which is observed in both males and females. This
species exhibits clear sexual dimorphism. Males have
a grey-coloured back and an orange chest. Their
throat and face are black, while the forehead is white.
Females have a straw-coloured overall plumage. One
can easily identify this bird by its conspicuous, fiery
tail, which is frequently seen in motion. It is often
observed perched on fences and roofs.

Distribution

During the breeding season, the common redstart can
be found in various regions including Europe, Central
and Eastern Asia, and North Africa. In Georgia, the
nesting population of common redstarts is distributed
throughout the country, spanning across different
regions. Interestingly, they can even be observed at
elevations of up to 2000 metres above sea level. It is
not uncommon to spot them in city parks and squares,
adding a lively presence to these urban environments.

Habitat

The common redstart primarily inhabits forested are-
as, gardens, and squares, with a particular preference
for locations abundant in large trees, often dry trees
that serve as a suitable shelter for the bird. These hab-
itats provide the necessary resources and conditions
for the common redstart to thrive.

Feeding

The common redstart is an omnivorous bird, meaning
it has a diverse diet that includes both plant-based and
animal-based food sources. It feeds on various plant
materials such as seeds and berries, as well as insects
and their larvae.

A resident and migratory bird of Georgia.

If you discover a collection of feathers and dry grass
within an outdoor gas metre, chances are that it is
the work of a common redstart. In urban areas, they
frequently opt for unconventional nesting spots.
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39mjomgms / European robin

Erithacus rubecula

4

msbo: 998sBmosbgo®bo / Muscicapidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 12-15 fgmo
LogMmdy: 12.5-14 LI

QOHmsdmomo: 20-22 LI

Family: Muscicapidae
Average lifespan: 12-15 years
Total body length: 12.5-14 cm
Wingspan: 20-22 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The European robin is a small bird with a red-
dish-brown chest, with its face exhibiting a similar
hue. It has slender yellow feathers, particularly
noticeable in young individuals. Its legs are thin and
relatively long. In the case of young individuals, their
downy plumage is entirely covered in speckles, and
their breast colour is less vibrant.

Due to its somewhat elusive behaviour, hearing

the melodious sounds of the European Robin is

often more common than catching a glimpse of its
physical presence.

Distribution

The European robin can be found widely across var-
ious regions, including Europe, Central and Western
Asia, the Middle East, and North Africa.

Habitat

The European robin primarily inhabits forested areas,
gardens, and squares, with a particular preference for
locations abundant in large trees, often including dry
trees that serve as suitable shelters for the bird.

Feeding

In the breeding season, the European robin primarily
relies on a diet of insects, worms, and other inverte-
brates, while during autumn and winter, it shifts its
feeding habits to include seeds, berries, and fruits.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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In urban areas, the melodies of the European
robin are frequently heard, yet spotting this bird
is a rare occurrence. This is due to its secretive
behaviour, as it primarily hides among bushes and
dense vegetation, from where it delights us with
its melodic songs.
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00306m / Eurasian sparrowhawk

Accipiter nisus

mpsbo: JmmMoLgombo / Accipitridae

LogmEbmob bsbgMdmogmos: 3 fgmo

LogMdy: BodMo — 29-34 LD, MO — 35-41 LD
QOHmsdmomo: dsdMo - 58-65 1O, dYMo —67-8 0 LD

Family: Accipitridae

Average lifespan: 3 years

Total body length: female - 35-41 cm, male — 29-34 cm
Wingspan: female — 67-80 cm, male - 58-65 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The Eurasian sparrowhawk, a small bird of prey, has
wide wings with rounded tips and a lengthy tail. Dur-
ing flight, it exhibits a distinctive wave-like undulating
movement every few wing flaps. It can be challenging
to differentiate between males and females while in
flight due to the limited visual cues. This predator
often flies at low altitudes, making surprise attacks.
The birds are comfortable in urban environments
and are not easily frightened by human presence. The
adult male is relatively small, displaying greyish-blue
feathers on its upper body, while its cheeks, chest,

and belly exhibit a reddish-rust colouration. The adult
female, on the other hand, is larger than the male.

Distribution

The Eurasian sparrowhawk is found across Europe,
Asia, and Africa. In colder regions such as Northern
Europe and Asia, the resident populations migrate
south for the winter, specifically to North Africa and
India. However, the populations in southern regions
are non-migratory and remain in their habitats
throughout the year.

Habitat

The Eurasian sparrowhawk can be found in forested

areas and is also known to inhabit areas near human
settlements. It occasionally resides in the tree-covered
sections of large parks and squares.

Feeding

The Eurasian sparrowhawk primarily preys on small
birds. It employs rapid and unexpected attacks, often
in close proximity to the ground and within the
presence of trees, shrubs, and buildings. Additionally,
it is capable of hunting small mammals such as young
rabbits and squirrels.

A resident and migratory bird of Georgia.

There exists a tendency to mistake Eurasian
sparrowhawks for common kestrels, when in
fact, their lifestyles differ considerably. The bird
that most often appears around cities and next to
our buildings is the common kestrel. In contrast,
sparrowhawks, who are also found in urban
environments, construct their nests within trees.



Jombymo mgmmo §smMoo. 9yjo
3830mb@Mo BgBYMommos \

Messy white brow, sbomgedMmos 0600030090
dark cocoa brown plumage 8d30 39MG03omyMo
Bmangoo Lbgymdy

Juveniles bear vertical
striked markings

3063080bmsb Fgosmgoom
003350 s gabogho
QmMIgoo

A bolder and wider wingspan
than that of a common kestrel

99do 3gMbmobggmo dyMan

Metallic silver back

8MmG 0300 9godmyods
9839M0mb JomBo

Can easily be mistaken X
for a goshawk \/”/ \
800g0MHmsb Jgsmgoomn
D80 bogMdbmomaew©
830MY. 060300900
35M0MY096 BsMmobBYMwsb
037 goswdo

Jm60s6 Byam)o0m dswosd Males are smaller, individuals

o] b0
o wovate / may vary from stone grey to
Much thinner legs than those dusty brown
of goshawks ara ) — «\



3m@o / Little owl

Athene noctua

mgsbo: 09LYoMmbo / Strigidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 12-15 fgmo
LogMmdy: 23-27 LD

QOHmMsdmomo: 50-57 bLd

Family: Strigidae

Average lifespan: 12-15 years
Total body length: 23-27 cm
Wingspan: 50-57 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The little owl is a compact owl species characterised
by its small size, large rounded head, long legs, and
short tail. Its plumage is predominantly brown,
adorned with white speckles and spots. The eyes of
the little owl are strikingly yellow, while its beak has a
whitish hue. When in flight, it displays a fast and un-
dulating flight pattern. The Little owl’s flight silhouette
may deceive observers at first glance, resembling that
of a woodpecker. However, upon closer inspection,

its distinct features and owl-like characteristics
become apparent.

Distribution

The little owl is found across the central region of the
Eurasian continent, as well as in the Middle East and
North and Northeast Africa. It has also been artificially
introduced to Great Britain. In Georgia, it primarily
inhabits the central, eastern, and southern parts

of the country.

Habitat

It can be found at elevations ranging from sea level up
to 2600 metres. Its presence is observed in open land-
scapes such as steppes, fields (including areas with
buildings or ruins), alpine meadows, semi-deserts,
and deserts. It is also commonly found near human
settlements such as villages, farms, and orchards.

The availability of open spaces is a key feature of its
preferred habitat, as it facilitates easier prey detec-
tion and capture.

Feeding

The little owl sustains itself by consuming a diet
consisting of small mammals, small birds, reptiles,
amphibians, and large insects.

A resident bird of Georgia.

You could easily assume that the little owl is an
extremely rare bird species, mainly because you've
never seen it. However, the truth is that you might
have unknowingly passed by one numerous times,
possibly mistaking it for an ordinary decorative
brick in the wall of an old building, without

ever noticing it.
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Fy®mdo / Scops owl

Otus scops

mpasbo: 09Lgombo / Strigidae
LogmEbmob bsbgMdmogmos: 10-12 faemo
LogMmdg: 19-21 LD

BO®MsdImomo: 47-54 LI

Family: Strigidae

Average lifespan: 10-12 years
Total body length: 19-21 cm
Wingspan: 47-54 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The scops owl is a small owl with distinct features
Including long wings and a short tail. It has greyish
colouration and a combination of white and black
feathers adorn its body. While it possesses horn-like
feather tufts on its head, it has a remarkable ability to
mimic its surroundings and remain concealed when
perched on a tree.

Distribution

During the breeding season, the scops owl can be
found extensively across southern, eastern, and
southeastern Europe, as well as central and western
Asia. However, during the winter months, it migrates
to Central Africa.

Habitat

The scops owl inhabits various open landscapes such
as steppes, fields, and meadows. It can also be found
in dry forests characterised by abundant large trees
and shrubs. Interestingly, it shows no hesitation in
frequenting human settlements, often observed in
villages, farms, and orchards. Additionally, this species
has the ability to thrive at high altitudes, extending its
range up to 3000 metres above sea level.

Feeding

The diet of the scops owl primarily consists of
small mammals, small birds, reptiles, amphibians,
and large insects.

Aresident and migratory bird of Georgia.
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On a hot summer's day at Lisi Lake, as dusk falls,
an unfamiliar call might reach our ears from

the towering poplar trees located nearby. These
vocalisations are produced by scops owls. Should
you have luck on your side, after a summer's
evening turns to night, you might just be able to
see a scops owl hunting small insects attracted by
the street lights.
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973069 3msms / Green woodpecker

Picus viridis

mEsbo: 3MEsmasbyoMbo / Picidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 4-10 fgmo
LogMmdy: 30-36 LO

QOHmsdmomo: 44-51 LI

Family: Picidae

Average lifespan: 4-10 years
Total body length: 30-36 cm
Wingspan: 44-51 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The green woodpecker is a large bird with predomi-
nantly green plumage, adorned with a red crest and
a yellowish bill. Its distinctive appearance makes it
easy to spot, especially when it is in flight. The bird

is characterised by its undulating flight style, vibrant
colours, short tail, and prominent beak.

Interestingly, unlike other woodpecker species, the
green woodpecker is frequently observed walking on
the ground. There is little difference between males
and females, and the primary distinguishing feature
is the “moustache” pattern, where the male has a red
middle section, while the female has a black one.

Distribution

It can be found throughout most of its range, including
in Georgia, where it occurs in abundance wher-

ever forested areas provide a suitable habitat for

the woodpecker.

Habitat

The green woodpecker is not limited to a particular
kind of forest. It can be found in various environ-
ments, including both deciduous and coniferous for-
ests, as well as arid zones and orchards. Additionally,
it is not shy to venture into populated areas, frequently
observed in parks and squares within major cities.

Feeding

Similarly to other woodpeckers, the green woodpecker
primarily obtains its food, such as insects and larvae,
by foraging on tree bark. However, what sets it apart
is its notable preference for ants, making it frequently
spotted on the ground. Additionally, the green wood-
pecker also consumes plant-based food, particularly
during the winter months.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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While strolling through Vake Park, Mziuri, or any
large park in Thilisi, if you are suddenly approached
by a swiftly flying adult bird with a greenish hue,
refrain from assuming it is an escaped parrot and
resist approaching to offer help. Chances are, you
probably just met a green woodpecker.
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Dendrocopos major

mEsbo: 3MEsmasbyoMbo / Picidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 10-11 fgmo
LogMmdy: 23-26 LO

QOmsdmomo: 38-44 LI

Family: Picidae

Average lifespan: 10-11 years
Total body length: 23-26 cm
Wingspan: 38-44 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The great spotted woodpecker is characterised by its
spotty plumage. It is smaller in size than the green
woodpecker. The majority of its body is adorned

with a combination of black and white feathers. The
back is black, belly is white, and there are distinctive
white spots on the shoulders and white stripes on

the wings. Additionally, the undertail coverts have a
vibrant red colour.

The male woodpeckers have a red head, setting them
apart from their female counterparts. The great spot-
ted woodpecker shares similarities in colouration, size,
and habitat with the Syrian woodpecker, but it can be
differentiated by a distinct feature: unlike the Syrian
woodpecker, the black stripe on the great spotted
woodpecker starts at the base of its beak and extends
all the way to the nape of its neck.

Distribution

The great spotted woodpecker has a wide distribution
range that spans across Europe, the northern regions
of the Middle East, and the extreme northern parts of
Africa. It is also found in Central, East, and Southeast
Asia. In Georgia, the great spotted woodpecker can

be found inhabiting various habitats and is present
throughout the country.

Habitat

The great spotted woodpecker is adaptable to a wide
range of habitats and is not limited to a specific type
of forest. It can be found in various environments, in-
cluding both deciduous and coniferous forests, as well
as arid zones and orchards. Additionally, it is not shy
to venture into populated areas, frequently observed
in parks and squares within major cities.

Feeding

All woodpecker species have a similar feeding behav-
iour. They use their beaks to peck into diseased or
decaying wood, extracting insects and larvae as their
primary source of food. Additionally, woodpeckers
also consume plant-based food, particularly during
the winter season.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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Dendrocopos medius

mEsbo: 3MEsmasbyoMbo / Picidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 7-9 fgmo
LogMmdy: 20-22 LA

QOHmsdmomo: 32-35 bd

Family: Picidae

Average lifespan: 7-9 years
Total body length: 20-22 cm
Wingspan: 32-35 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The middle spotted woodpecker is characterised by its
distinctive black and white colouration. It is slightly
smaller than the great spotted woodpecker and has a
smaller beak and a red crest on its head. One unique
feature is the black stripe near its throat, which is
separate from the beak and neck. The wings are
predominantly black with prominent white stripes,
and the belly has a pinkish hue. The bird also displays
prominent white spots on its shoulders, which are
clearly visible both in flight and when perched.

Distribution

The middle spotted woodpecker is widely distributed
across Europe, the Middle East, and parts of western
Asia, and can be found in various habitats. It is a
common species that can be encountered throughout
most of its range. In Georgia, it is also widely distrib-
uted, occurring from sea level up to elevations of 2000
metres. While it can be found in a range of habitats, it
is less frequently observed in arid forested areas.

Habitat

The middle spotted woodpecker inhabits a variety of
forest types, including both deciduous and coniferous
forests, although it shows a preference for oak and
larch forests. It requires the presence of old, diseased,
or dead trees within the forest for foraging and nesting
purposes. Additionally, it can be found in orchards,
taking advantage of fruit trees as a food source. Inter-
estingly, it is not deterred by human presence and can
frequently be observed in parks and urban squares
within large cities.

Feeding

All woodpecker species have a similar feeding behav-
iour. They use their beaks to peck into diseased or
decaying wood, extracting insects and larvae as their
primary source of food. Additionally, woodpeckers
also consume plant-based food, particularly during
the winter season.

A resident bird of Georgia.
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Dendrocopos minor

mEsbo: 3MEsmasbyoMbo / Picidae
LogmEbmoL bsbgMdmogmos: 8-10 fgmo
LogMmdy: 10-14 LA

QOmsdmomo: 24-29 LI

Family: Picidae

Average lifespan: 8-10 years
Total body length: 10-14 cm
Wingspan: 24-29 cm
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Description of physical appearance (identification)
The lesser spotted woodpecker, characterised by its
black and white plumage, is notably smaller in size
than the larger and medium-sized woodpeckers. It has
a shorter and thinner beak. The male can be identified
by its red crown, while the female has a black crown.
Its wings are black with distinct white stripes, and

its belly is white. Unlike larger woodpecker species,
the lesser spotted woodpecker lacks prominent white
spots on its shoulders.

Distribution

The lesser spotted woodpecker is found across a wide
range of territories, including the majority of Europe,
the northern regions of the Middle East, and the ex-
treme northern parts of Africa. It also inhabits central,
eastern, and southeastern Asia.

Habitat

The lesser spotted woodpecker primarily inhabits
deciduous forests, frequently in close proximity to
lakes and rivers. It is commonly found in floodplain
forests and can also be observed in orchards. Inter-
estingly, it does not avoid human-populated areas
and is frequently spotted in parks and urban squares
of large cities.

Feeding

All woodpecker species have a similar feeding behav-
iour. They use their beaks to peck into diseased or
decaying wood, extracting insects and larvae as their
primary source of food. Additionally, woodpeckers
also consume plant-based food, particularly during
the winter season.

A resident bird of Georgia.

In comparison to other woodpeckers, it is a
surprisingly tiny bird. To put it in perspective, it's no
larger than a common house sparrow. Should you
spot a bird perched upon a slender reed or a delicate
vine branch, energetically tapping away, identify it
as the lesser spotted woodpecker.
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On the illustrations page, the letters LC in a green circle stand for Least

Concern.

Statuses for species are taken from the most recent national red list of Georgia

and are based on IUCN international species assessment method.
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We would like to kindly request every read-
er on behalf of our team to minimise or,
ideally, abstain from using pyrotechnics.

It is essential to remember that the abrupt
noise and light produced by pyrotechnics is
the cause of death for thousands of various
animals, including birds.
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