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GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Georgia, Ilia Darchiashvili, indicated

that a significant phase is underway con-
cerning the status of Georgia. He mentioned
that by the upcoming week, they are an-
ticipating the European Commission’s con-
clusion, which is considered pivotal and will
influence the decision by the European
Council in December.

According to Darchiashvili, his opti-
mism stems from the fact that Georgia
has achieved concrete and tangible re-
sults.

“Our optimism originates from the ef-
forts we’ve made, resulting in concrete
and tangible outcomes discussed during
Borell’s visit to Georgia, including addi-
tional internal technical matters ad-
dressed during the visit. The subsequent
steps taken have elicited strong signals
from Brussels. Therefore, we are optimis-
tic and hope for the European Union to
make the right decision. In current dis-
cussions, partners emphasize that geo-
political decisions from the EU will be a
significant factor, alongside decisions
based on merit. This gives us cause for
optimism as we eagerly await the con-
clusion, which we will all soon witness
together,” stated Ilia Darchiashvili.

Darchiashvili, stated that Georgia will
continue its efforts to closely align with
the foreign policy priorities of the Euro-
pean Union regarding global matters. He
also emphasized that the Georgian gov-
ernment prioritizes the country’s interests,
particularly when it pertains to issues of
territorial integrity and sovereignty.

“I want to clarify that when our part-
ners mention foreign policy alignment,
they refer to the fact that the European

Ilia Darchiashvili Optimistic About Georgia’s EU
Candidacy Status, Affirms Commitment

to Align with EU’s Foreign Policy

Union, being a large union, issues state-
ments on global events, wars, and nu-
merous challenges. In terms of foreign
policy alignment, Georgia has main-
tained an 87 percent alignment with in-
ternational organizations in recent years.
As for the European Union’s foreign
policy statements, our alignment cur-

rently stands at nearly 50%, and we in-
tend to continue this alignment in the
future.

We are guided solely by our own inter-
ests when it comes to the territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty of our country.
This is an issue that often necessitates
further discussions to safeguard our ter-

ritorial integrity and sovereignty. We are
actively collaborating with the European
Union in this regard. They are aware of
our dedicated efforts, and Georgia will
continue to align as closely as possible
with the foreign policy priorities of the
European Union concerning global af-
fairs,” said Ilia Darchiashvili.

CONTINUED ON Page 2

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

50 opposition MPs in the
Georgian parliament have made
an appeal to NATO and EU
countries concerning the Rus-
sian bases in the occupied region
of Ochamchire in Georgia. In
their statement, they strongly
condemn Russia’s occupation of
Georgian territory, militariza-
tion, and any actions aimed at
annexation.

The statement is a call for
international attention and sup-
port to address Russia’s actions
in Georgia, particularly in the
occupied regions of Abkhazia and
De facto South Ossetia, and to
safeguard Georgia’s sovereignty,
security, and democratic devel-
opment.

MPs strongly denounced
Russia’s occupation, militariza-
tion, and efforts aimed at annex-

50 Georgian MPs Appeal to NATO and the EU
Concerning Russian Base in Occupied Ochamchire

ation in occupied regions of Geor-
gia such as Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region. They high-
lighted Russia’s decision to per-
manently station its navy in
Ochamchire in Abkhazia as a
cause for concern, affecting not
only Georgia’s sovereignty but
also regional and international
security.

They stressed the threat Rus-
sia poses not only to Georgia but
to the entire Black Sea region
and the Euro-Atlantic space due
to its aggressive actions. The
placement of the Russian mili-
tary fleet in Ochamchire is seen
as a potential obstacle to the
Middle Corridor project initiated
by the EU.

“We unanimously and reso-
lutely condemn Russia’s occupa-
tion, militarization, and any
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actions directed at annexing the
occupied regions of Georgia -
Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali
region. This condemnation ex-
tends to the recent decision to
permanently station the Russian
Navy in the port of Ochamchire
in occupied Abkhazia and the
attempt to integrate these re-
gions into the Russian-Belarus
union.

We believe that Russia’s deci-
sion poses an additional chal-
lenge, not only to Georgia’s ter-

50 Georgian MPs Appeal to NATO and the EU
Concerning Russian Base in Occupied Ochamchire

ritorial integrity and sovereignty
but also to the security of the
broader Black Sea region and the
Euro-Atlantic space. The perma-
nent basing of Russia’s military
fleet in Ochamchire port, within
occupied Abkhazia, poses a
threat to the Middle Corridor
project initiated by the European
Union, especially as Georgia
awaits the European Union’s
decision on its candidate status,”
the statement reads.

The MPs called on Georgia’s
allies and strategic partners to
take a united stand against

Russia’s occupation and annex-
ation policy. They urge interna-
tional support as crucial for
Georgia’s development and secu-
rity.

They expressed their readi-
ness to work closely with other
legislative bodies to protect the
rules-based international system
and fundamental international
law.

They emphasized that their
statement represents the united
position of the parliamentary
opposition due to the ruling
party’s refusal to adopt a joint

resolution in parliament.
“We urge the international

community, Georgia’s allies, and
strategic partners to take a uni-
fied and resolute stand against
Russia’s continued occupation
and annexation policy, which is
crucial for Georgia’s democracy,
security, prosperity, and long-
term peaceful development.

We call for the international
community to recognize and ef-
fectively utilize the decision of
the European Court of Human
Rights regarding the August
2008 war between the Russian

Federation and Georgia, and its
aftermath, as an instrument to
combat Russia’s occupation and
human rights violations in the
occupied regions of Georgia -
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/
South Ossetia.

We reiterate our readiness to
continue intensive and proactive
cooperation with legislative bod-
ies and parliamentary assem-
blies to coordinate efforts in safe-
guarding the rules-based inter-
national system and fundamen-
tal norms of international law.”
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Justice Minister Rati
Bregadze Announces
Apprehension of All

Three Escapees

All three escapees from the
‘Aversi’ clinic have been appre-
hended. Minister of Justice Rati
Bregadze has disseminated this
information.

Bregadze expressed gratitude to
Minister of Internal Affairs
Vakhtang Gomelauri and the po-
lice for their unwavering support.

“All three criminals have been
arrested! The search operation
was successfully completed in
close coordination with the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs.

I extend my gratitude to my
friend, the Honorable Minister
of Internal Affairs, Vakhtang
Gomelauri, and the police for
their tremendous support.

I also want to thank our em-
ployees who, alongside the police,
executed all necessary measures
with high professionalism, ensur-
ing the safety of our citizens.

The offenders will be punished

accordingly.
I want to express my grati-

tude to everyone who wished us
success.

This almost 24-hour incident
should serve as a lesson for any-
one contemplating illegal actions
against the law enforcement sys-
tem, which is dedicated to ensur-
ing Georgia’s security and pro-
tecting human rights,” wrote
Bregadze.

Additionally, a corrections of-
ficer was detained in connection
with the case.

Saakashvili Refuses
State Security Service

Testimony Request
Following ‘Russian
Subversive Groups’

Statement
Former Georgian President

Mikheil Saakashvili stated that,

following his court statement
about the entry of Russian sub-
versive groups into Georgia, the
State Security Service requested
his testimony.

Saakashvili stated that he
declined to testify because ‘he
is in unjust and illegal deten-
tion resulting from cases ini-
tiated by Federal Security
Service agent Otar
Fartskhaladze’.

“I announced my informa-
tion in order for the public to
be careful. We are not a big
country. We can register all
suspicious groups, and when
they move to active action, we
will block and neutralize
them through public activity.
There are times when civil soci-
ety must take matters of public
safety into its own hands. Then,
it becomes possible to join forces,
including with the remaining

honest patriots in law enforce-
ment, and save the country and
ourselves,” Saakashvili wrote,
adding that he  refuses any co-

operation with “the current FSB
branch”, likely referring to the
State Security Service of Geor-
gia.

EU Ambassador to Georgia
Pawel Herczynski this

week visited Nadarbazevi and
Kitsnisi villages in the Shida
Kartli region, meeting with
farmers who have benefited from
FAO activities supported by the
EU in the region.

Cereal and dairy farmers, as
well as beekeepers, had the op-
portunity to share their experi-
ences with Ambassador
Herczynski and explain how,
within the ENPARD rural devel-
opment programme, funded by
the EU and Sweden, the FAO
has helped them toward im-
proved food security, food safety
and economic development.

Georgia: EU ambassador visits farmers
benefiting from EU support in Shida Kartli

creased production costs. Impor-
tantly, their fields have become
more resilient to environmental
risk factors and climate change.
FAO has also trained over 2,000
farmers in food safety standards.

“I am delighted that the Eu-
ropean Union, together with the
FAO, is improving Georgian ag-
ricultural techniques and meth-
ods in order to protect the envi-
ronment and to help Georgian
farmers to be more profitable,”
said Ambassador Herczynski.
“The ENPARD project has been
an important contributor to the
country’s agricultural develop-
ment. We are glad to be work-
ing with farmers, food busi-
nesses, and state institutions to

collaboratively strive toward
more sustainable and cost effec-
tive agriculture in Georgia.”

Aiming to reduce rural poverty,
ENPARD has been implemented
since 2013. The Programme
started by supporting the devel-
opment of national agriculture
potential. Afterwards, it concen-
trated also on creating economic
opportunities for rural populations
in Georgia. Since 2021, the
Programme has also been work-
ing on improving food safety in the
country, with additional support
from Sweden, and with the FAO
and the Czech Development
Agency as the main implementers
of this food safety component.

(euneighbourseast.eu)

The current phase of the
programme has helped over  200
cereal farmers plant 1,500 hect-

ares of land in Georgia. As a re-
sult, improved access to no-till
farming equipment has de-


