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Eduard
Shevardnadze
Will Embody
Georgia’s Best
and Worst Long
After His Death

n July 7th, at the age of 86, arguably Georgia’'s most renowned and controversial politician Eduard
Shevardnadze died peacefully in his Thilisi residence. Many Georgians and Russians felt he did not deserve
the tranquility he enjoyed in his final years. Yet even by his resignation, he shaped the future of the country, as

indeed, without Shevardnadze there would have been no Saakashvili:

Most have forgotten that President

Shevardnadze recruited and brought back to Georgia the very man who would later overthrow him in 2003.
And of course without Saakashvili, there would be no “ Georgian Dream” movement — as the tumultuous cycle

of Georgian politics carries on

CAMEL
FROM VAKE

IS LOOKING FOR A
‘HUSBAND’

AND HER MASTER -
FOR A WIFE...

“l want a camel caravan to wak
again on the Silk Road”

Sep. 14

DRUGS & WARS &
CHEAP SPIN-OFFS

The sad decadence of
Georgian filmmaking

Almost every single movie shot after
the 90s tells a story about street life,
criminal culture and drug addiction or
about war in particular...

Modern Georgian cinemaisfacing
plenty of problems: commercialization,
instability and many others but the main
problemisalack of original ideas
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— “borne back ceaselessly into the past,” as Fitzgerald put it.

“BIDZINA NEVER RECEIVED
ANYTHING BELOW AN “A”

“Bidzinawas avery serious boy...

COMPLIMENTARY ISSUE
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DAVID SLAYS
GOLIATH IN
STRASBOURG
COURT

Expert andyss. “Ru-
ssawill doitsbesttodraw
out the process and refuse
paying the compensation
initsduetime”’

“We thought we were
being led to be
slaughtered...” - Firsthand
accounts from victims of

the 2006 deportation Seep.4

“SHEVY"”

NUGZAR B. RUHADZE

The news about his de-
ah, even long-expected,
might not have been sho-
cking but it gave a sensation of remlnlsoent
tendencies and the desire to know exactly
wheat the man hed done for his country

Seep. 2

WORLDWIDE
HAZELNUT EXPORT -
GEORGIA HOLDS
THIRD PLACE

“Georgia produces 40-50 thousand
tons of hazelnuts every year’  geap 12

TOP 10 SAFEST
COUNTRIES OF THE
WORLD TO LIVE IN
Georgia ranks # 9

Seep. 15

Ivanishvili’s
childhood and
school years
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never fanmed anyone...”

“Bidzinaawayswore awell-ironed Pioneer tie, but after the end of lessons, hewould

crumpleit in his pocket”

Seep. 13
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Continued from p. 1

“SHEVY"”

2 One of the most
& | controversid menof
our roaringtimeshas
passed away! His
nameisEduard She-
vardnadze — Geor-
gia'snumber onede-
cision maker for
many tens of years.
Literdly, every refer-
ence book around the globe carries an article
about this doubtlesdy sgnificant political an-
imal of the world renown. His sinuous way
from the dusty relinquished roads of aremote
Georgian village to the glamorous hdls and
murky labyrinths of intergovernmental
schemes and congpiracies was marked with a
bittersweet glory of a palitician who made a
sharp difference anywhere he went and found
himself engaged. On the international play-
ground, he was affectionately nicknamed as
SHEVY, which befitted him perfectly well. Pres-
ident Shevardnadze's political career vecillat-
ed between the two edges — on the global
arena, hewasapalitician who had avery seri-
oussay inthetermination of theinfamousCold
War, and in his native land he was the person
whose resignation as president was wildly
greeted. His political fate hed it that Shevy
metamorphosed from anationd leader into a
shining international personification of Gor-
bachev'sperestroika Later, hispolitica efforts
led to the fdl of the notorious European eye-
sore—theBerlin Wall. Shevy managed to nor-
maizerdaionswiththeUnited Statesof Amer-
icafor the Russian government of that time.
Following the well-known politica ups and
downsintheersgwhile USSR, Eduard Shevard-
nedze returned to Georgia to lead his newly-
born country, having replaced the ousted Pres-
ident Gamsakhurdia, but during hisleadership,
corruption becameubiquitousin Georgia. The
nation felt exhausted of hisleadership and be-
camefuriousabout hisstyleof rulingthecoun-
try, which ended inthebloodlessrevolt, known
as Rose Revolution. Shevardnadze stepped
down under the pressure of tens of thousands
of protestors. Thisisthe briefest possible pre-
sentation of Shevy’sintringicand knotty mode
of life. His biography could be looked up in
any encyclopedia, and this article is not his
obituary of course. Thisis an unassuming at-
tempt to giveaway to adeeply persona opin-
ion of what might have changed had Pres-
dent Shevardnadze not been born into this
arch-suffered but extremely lovable land of
Georgia Both answers—*‘not much’ and ‘too
much’ — might be legitimate and justified.
Shevy was born anatura leader and stepped
very gingerly up the momentarily ascending
scale of his career. His watchers and promot-
ers had al maintained that he was a talented
young man who adapted himsalf masterfully
to what you may cal acommunist party-ori-
ented protocol and mien, which at that time
used to be absolutely indispensable for mak-
ing asafe path towards the soviet higher ech-
eons. Thisfeature of hisstrong character was
aready aclear signthat thebuildup of acareer
of atypical soviet communist cadre was d-

most guaranteed. To wit, there was no doubt
eveninhissdadyearsthat Georgiawasrecev-
ing aleader whose grasp on life was tight and
whoseprofessond calingwaspowerful. | have
never seen or heard of a person who had a
stronger ability of adapting to a change then
thisgiant of aman. Shevy’sideology and polit-
ical beliefs proved to be so flexible that he had
no misgivings or inhibitions at dl in turning
himsdlf fromacommunist authoritarian manag-
er into an autonomous democratic leader of a
free nation. This would have been utterly im-
possiblehad he not beentheman hewas. When
we are talking about palitics, we certainly do
not mean that the doers of paliticsare purified
winged angels, who only do good and right.
Paliticianisapoliticianisapalitician, including
Eduard Shevardnadze, who may change faces
myriad times, depending on what the situation
isdictating at themoment. Lyingisasoaregu-
lar thing. Unfulfilled promises sound natural
too. But Shevy's case is outright unique! He
was aways able to do the impossible. | have
worked for theguy and | have many timeswrit-
ten about him. | have dso made severd TV
stories and had many persona mestings with
him. I know hisfamily, hischildren and grand-
children very well, and | now well what | am
writing. | have seentheorigina of hisfull-size
painted portrait, predominantly in grey color,
which hasimpressed meforever asanimageof
apowerful personality with unmitigated desire
tofight and bevictorious. And Shevy had many
notable triumphs in life, but not without fail-
ureseither. Hewasrecognized and denounced,
lauded and vilified, followed and rebelled
againg, loved and hated, trusted and doubted,
caried in hands and trodden down, venerated
and deprecated, listened to and ignored, his
council accepted and rejected, hisword believed
and mistrusted, both badly misunderstood and
understood accordingly. Shevy has gone
through every possible vicissitude of life and
has dways emerged dry out of those treacher-
ous palitica weaters. He has worked hard day
and night, but many of his efforts have given
precariousand doubtful results. Anditisalmost
impossibleto know for surewhether thisnation
isthankful to him or not. Nobody knowsif his
peoplewill ever buildamemorablemonument to
glorify hislife. What is this country ready for
when it consders and reconsders the life and
work of thelate President Eduard Shevardnadze?
Undlear sofar! Thediscussionwill continuefor
alongtimeto come, but nobody knowsfor sure
whether the controversy about him ends up in
hisfavor or against him. Knowing that President
Shevardnadze will postmortem receive dl the
honors thet the presidents of a regular modern
democracy desarveisvery gratifying. Hisroleis
definitely tremendous in the history of this na
tion, andif wewant to criticize hisdeeds weare
freeto do s, but wewill dso haveto be careful
about being fair and cautious about the evaua
tion of this unusua man’s legacy. The news
about his death, even long-expected, might not
have been shocking but it gave a sensation of
reminiscent tendencies and the desire to know
exactly what the man had done for his country.
Reperting the question about the difference he
had made by hishirth, | am inclined to confirm
that yes hislifemadearemarkable difference—
just asit waslived, fdt and understood.
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B Georgian Lari to
have its own symbol

Georgian nationa currency, the Lari, will
have its own symbol. Georgia's National
Bank declared a contest to select the sym-
bol in December of 2013. “From now on,
Georgian nationa currency, the Lari, will
haveitsown symbal, likethemajority of the
world's leading currencies. It doesn’t look
significant, but it is actually part of avery
important process of popularization of na-
tional currency and gaining trust. | am proud
to be awitness to this process coming to a

rightful conclusion,” — Giorgi Kadagidze,
President of the National Bank told journal-
ists.

The symbol that won the contest was
created by an artist Malkhaz Shvelidze and
depictsastylized letter “ " (lasi).

B Merab Zhordania
sentenced to perform
community service by

Dutch court

The Dutch court has sentenced Merab
Zhordania, the former owner of the Arnhem
“Vitesse”, to perform community service.

According to sportall.ge, Zhordania was
sentenced to the above-mentioned for the
threat he made against current director of the
“Vitesse” foothall club.

Zhordaniathreatened to cut off the direc-
tor’sfingers, while the latter made the threat
public and forbade Zhordania to approach
the stadium for 3 years. Merab Zhordania
apologizedtohimand said it wasjust ajoke.

The case was closed on June 17 sincethe
former president of the Georgian Football
Federation did not appeal against the judg-
ment. Zhordaniahimself hasnot commented
on this issue.

B “Justice should not be
politically motivated” -
James Appathurai

“The bottom line for NATO is that the
judicial processes need to be independent of
any political interference,” - the special rep-
resentative of NATO Secretary Genera in
South Caucasus and Central Asia James
Appathurai told reportersin response to the
guestion about detention of the opposition
leadersin spite of the moratorium.

“The law needs to be respected and as
the Secretary General has said many times,
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we need to avoid politically motivated inter-
ference and politically motivated political
prosecution. Justice should not be poalitical-

ly motivated, but | cannot comment on an
individua case,” — James Appathurai said.

H Bidzina Ivanishvili
to launch his own
TV talk show

GDSTYV confirmsthat former PrimeMin-
ister Bidzinalvanishvili isthewriter and co-
anchor of one of their talk shows.

“We want to respond to public reports
about our renewed broadcasting from the
new season. We confirm that Bidzina Ivan-
ishvili is the writer and co-anchor of one of
our talk shows,” - the GDS statement says.

Accordiontothe TV sation, theideaand
the project are being developed now. “Any
necessary information will be made public
and availablefor everybody. Prior to that the
TV company askseverybody torefrain from
releasing unconfirmed information,” - the
statement reads.

According to the statement, the project is
approved and the talk show will be broad-
cast on GDSfrom Octaber.

Bl Moscow consents to
Tefft's appointment as new
US ambassador to Russia

Moscow has consented to the appoint-
ment of John Tefft asthe new American am-
bassador to Russia, ITAR-TASS has spread
this information according to a diplomatic
source.

“Russia has officialy agreed to the ap-
pointment of John Tefft as the new head of
theU.S. diplomatic missionin Moscow,” the
Russian information agency has cited the
source’s comment.

According to ITAR TASS, the New York
Timeswrotethat naming Tefft asacandidate
head of the mission caused some suspicions
initialy, asthereisthe danger that Russiais

former soviet republics.

The USA addressed Russiain relation to
consent of John Teftt's appointment.

65-year-old Tefft served as the U.S. am-
bassador to Ukrainefrom November 2009till
August 2013. In 200-2003, he headed the
Americandiplomatic missonin Lithuaniaand
in 2005-2009in Georgia. IN 1996-1999, hewas
deputy U.S. ambassador in Moscow.

www.interpressnews.ge

on Agency of Georgia IPN. Information in three languages.
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A LIFE OF A LEADER
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FAREWELL TO “THE WHITE FOX"

Eduard Shevardnadze Will Embody Georgia’s Best and Worst Long After His Death

BY WILL CATHCART
LALI PAPASKIRI
LADO GOGOLADZE

hatever you think of him,

Shevardnadze personified

Georgian politics and
Georgia’s international image for
decades. For a man of such humble
beginnings who attained such Soviet
stature, he ironically embodies a decline
in Russian power at several key moments
in history. Shevardnadze was revered for
his political prowess and for his
diplomatic “White Fox” chops, as his
nickname implies. And regardless of his
intentions, as he left his most important
posts, Western influence always
prevailed in hiswake - in thefall of the
Soviet Union and in the rise of Mikheil
Saakashvili.

mately will be up to historiansto determine.

Alexander Rondeli, president of the Geor-
gian Foundationfor Strategic and Internationa
Studies recently stated in an article for the
BBC, “Eduard Shevardnadzewasaborn poli-
tician. Hewasata ented man, withavery good
sense of humour. But he was the son of his
epoch, the Soviet epoch.”

Mr Rondeli explains, “Georgiawas not a
sweet home at that time. Georgiawasin adi-
sastrous Situation, it was practicdly a failed
gate... Shevardnadze cameto help his coun-
try and hedid hisbest and did what heknew...
TheRuss an establishment hated him because
they believed he contributed to the divison
of the Soviet Union and hewas a bit unhappy
withtheWest. | think hewashoping that Geor-
giawould receive greater help from the West
because of his contribution to world peace.”

“I would say he was very tragic person,”
Alexander Rondeli concludes for the BBC.

B “With Shevardnadze's help, Germany managed not only to
reunite peacefully, but present a new image to the world”

Among Shevardnadze's greatest legacies
are the foundation of Georgia's Western
path,the reunification of Germany, stabilizing
hisown country after ethnic conflictsand trag-
iccivil war and for setting up the Baku-Thilis-
Ceyhan and Baku-Thilis-Erzurum pipelines
which gavehiscountry astrategic Sgnificance
that has carried it into the 21t century. Much
like Shevardnadze's life the late president’s
greatest faults and failures are complex and
complicated, and as Shevardnadze spresiden-
tial successor recently stated, his legacy ulti-

“But now we have to remember him as the
manwho hel ped Georgiaasmuchashecould.”

A happy and proud man—the
last daysof Eduar d Shevar dnadze
Marina Davitashvili, the ex-President’s
assistant says, “He was a happy and proud
man, epecidly on the day of signing theAs-
socigionAgreement with the European Union.
Despite his weakness, he gifted everyone —
his bodyguards, his house's staff and family
memberswith thebookshewrote... | amhap-

THE PRESIDENT
OF GEORGIA
. e
py that he was able to withess that historical

day.”

K oba Narchemashvili, Minister of Inter-
nal Affairs under Shevardnadze, remembers
the ex-President as the bravest man he has
ever sen. KobaNarchemaghili remained loyd
to Shevardnadze to the end —in the year after
the “Rose Revolution,”the new government

mained loyal to Shevardnadzetill the end.
Many have interpreted it both as political
near-sightedness and expression of hu-
manly friendship.

—Yes, and | didn’t regret it for a second.
When | think about the past, | think that I’d
dothesamething again, despiteknowing what
peoplewere coming to lead the country. Geor-
giahad and will have many politiciansbefore
and after him, but no diplomatswho would be
his match.

Shevardnadze- Ar chitect of
Perestroika, Demolisher of Berlin Wall
Memories From Petre Manradze, Former
Head of Eduard Shevardnadze's Governmen-
tal Chancdlery

“Evenbefore 1985, when Eduard Shevard-
nadze was appointed Soviet Union’sMinister
of Foreign Affairs, in Politburo’s circles he
developed a reputation of a man who gets
things done, and so, with the beginning of so-
called perestroika, hewas appointed Minister.
Then adifferent world order was established,
which was, in many ways, connected to She-
vardnadze's name. Years later, well-known
Russian diplomats such as Tarasenko, said
that he was aworld class palitician who saw
al the inevitable eventsin the world with ut-
most clarity. Hehad avery well-formed opin-
ion on what theworld would be like after dis-
solution of the Soviet Union.

B “After drawing up a plan of how NATO would develop, he
said that in time, Georgia would have its placein it too...”

arrested Narchemashvili at thefunera of She-
vardnadze swife, only rdeasnghimonasize-
ablebail.

— You were the only person who re-

L ater, when weworked in newly-liberated
Georgia, heusedtotell me* Petre, God forbid
the people missthe Soviet Union...’

Continued on p. 7
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~COOL DOWN
~ THIS SUMMER.

Throughout summer months enjoy our
exclusive seasonal menu while seated
comfortably in Parnas Café or magnificent Patio.

Pastry team.

Only in Marriott enjoy a variety of home-made
ice creams prepared specially for you by our

A collection of delicious cocktails and fresh
non-alcoholic beverages are awaiting you at
Thilisi Marriott Hotel.

... And of course all time favorite Marriott's
signature home-made lemonade!

TBILISI MARRIOTT HOTEL

13, RUSTAVELI AVENUE, TBILISI 8,
0108 GEORGIA (CAUCASUS REGION)
TELEPHONE: +995 (32) 277 92 00
FAX: +995 (32) 277 92 10
TBILISIMARRIOTT.COM

MARRIOTT
TBILISI
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DAVID TAKES DOWN GOLIATH IN STRASBOURG COURT

BY MAKA LOMADZE

n July 3, at the European Court on Human Rights, the judges delivered a

verdict in favor of Georgia. Thisisthe case between two states, namely Russia,

which violated 6 articles of Euro-convention on Human Rights against
Georgia. More concretely, thisis a matter of oppressing Georgians living on the
territory of Russian Federation and their massive deportation in 2006. The Georgian
side sued Russia on March 26, 2007 in Strasburg Court. Georgian Journal discussed
these matters with Amiran Giguashvili, Director of Politics and Law Center.

B First state-to-state Suit
Ends with Positive Verdict
for Georgia

GJ: What is the importance of this deci-
son andtowhat eventswould you compareit
fromthe perspectiveof theinternational law?

A. G: Itisavery important decison. This
wasthefirg sate-to-ate dispute that Georgia
sued and that ended successfully. Generaly
gpesking, thereare quitefew Sate-to-date cas-
esinthehigtory of internationd law. | canname
thedispute between Turkey and Cyprus, which
was aso successfully settled. There are some
individua cases againgt Russia that have not
yet been discussed. However, this particular
case will boost their further chances as well.
This was the reason why Russa was irritated
and the Kremlin declared that thisisa provoc-
ative decison againg Russia, directed to de-
grade the image of the country. Therefore, the
Kremlinand Dumawould not accept it, calling
it “unjust.”

GJ: Theverdict saysthat Russaisobliged
to pay thecompensation to Georgia. Will Rus-
da agreeto fulfill this duty?

A.G: Dependshow activethe Georgiangov-
ernment will be. If Russiaand Georgia do not
manage to solve this issue of compensation
during 12 months, then the matter will go into
thehandsof Ministerid Committeein Europe-

Amiran Giguashvili,
Director of Poalitics and Law Center

B Russiawill doitsbest to
draw out the process and to
refuse paying the compensa-
tion in itsdue time

an Court. Russawill doitsbest to draw out the
process and to refuse paying the compensa:
tioninitsduetime. Then, itwill takequitealong
timeto definetheamount of compensation. So,

itisvery important for Georgiato demand sup-
port from our partner European countries on
Russia's agreement on paying the compensa
tion. Georgiashould used international instru-
ments in order to protect the interests of the
gate. Russawill haveto pay abig palitical and
economic feeif it doesnot meet theseterms. It
isimportant how actively Georgiaasksfor help
from the international community and as Rus-
sawill not pay asingle kopeik (penny) by its
ownwill.

GJ: What precedents do we know in this
regpect —how hasRussa actedin other cases?

A.G: Russais on the list of the countries
with the lowest compliancesin terms of meet-
ing the Strasburg Court decisons. However,
any country even with afacade pretenceto be
an European country cannot escape this. Pu-
tin, in spite of his dreaming of restoring the
Soviet Union, gill has such pretence. Georgia,
on the other hand, should try its best to follow
thispath and to show to the European Commu-
nity thered image of Russa

GJ: What about the supposed sumof mon-
ey for the compensation?

6 years in the

making... Georgia finally
won the case against its

northern neighbor in
European Court
of human rights

A.G: It depends on Georgid's suit, what is
the number of the people to whom the court
should pay damages? How well will Georgia
manage to convince the judges and how many
people receive a compensation, etc, and then,
what will bethefinad decisonof theMinigerid
Committeein the European Court? But | want
to underline that the compensation is not of
paramount importance. Themainthingisthat a
tiny stete like Georgia won a case againgt a
giant country like Russia.and justice has been
accomplished! It showswhy European values
aresoimportant for us—you canbesmall coun-
try and till find your own hit of justicein this
unjust world. Russia has carried out a number
of ethnic cleangngs againgt Georgiabut thisis
thefirst casewhen it will haveto pay adue. So
Georgianswill onceagainredizetheimportance
of the European court.

GJ: Will it really stop Russia from doing
dmilar thingsin thefuture?

A.G: Itwill. | donot know what theRussian
President lacksfor becoming Saddam Hussain,
but | know that itisanother strong blow against
the image of Russa asthe dtate.

“WE THOUGHT WE WERE BEING LED TO BE SLAUGHTERED...

First hand accounts from victims of 2006 deportation

BY NANA PITCKHELAURI

“People were dying of trauma in the Moscow airport; two men died before my eyesfrom
a heart attack. \We were herded into planes like cattle, and those for whom there weren’t
enough seats had to stand. Nobody told us anything; we thought we were being led to
daughter; it felt asif they were going to tossus from a cliff or bury us somewhere. We

didn’t even know if we were flying to Georgi

a’ —recalls Davit Latsabidze, who ended up

among numerous Georgians who were deported from Moscow in 2006.

Due to these incidents, the Georgian gov-
ernment filed alawsuit against Russiaon 26th
of March, 2007. A few daysago European Court
of Human Rightsruled in favor of Georgiaon
the case titled “Georgia versus Russa” The
case concerned the humiliation and mass de-
portetion of ethnic Georgians living in Mos-
cow in 2006. The European Court found Rus-
sSaguilty of violation of clause 6 of the Euro-
pean Convention and obliged it to pay com-
pensationfor this. Georgian and Russian Min-
igries of Justice have a year to agree on the
um to be paid as compensation. According
to currently existing information, European
Court will soongtart reviewing complaintsand
appedls made by the deported. “Kviris Pdli-
tra’ has managed to interview some of them:

Davit Latsabidze: “1 am a father of three
childrenand sincel failed to maketo anything
here, | went to Moscow in 1993 to do con-
struction work. Every year | sent $2000to my
family andleft $1000for myself. In October of
2006, | was apprehended and detained by the

police; they didn’t even let me change out of
my working fatigues. | spent thenext 10daysin
Serpukhov prison, locked inacdll, not alowed
even to accesstherestroom. Thecolond of the
police kept telling us that our condition was
our President’s fault and that we should go to
Georgia, remove Saakashvili from power and
only then we would be free to come back to

B TheEuropean Court
obligated Russia to pay a
compensation for mistreat-
ment, humiliation and mass
deportation of Georgians

Russa When | responded to him, he kicked
me and had me thrown to a punishment cell. |
was given only adirty bucket to relieve my-
of ...

| dmost went insanewithjoy when | exited
the planeand found myself on Georgian sail. |

sad to myself damned be those Who look to
Russiafor anything ever again. | used to have
my own workshop in Moscow —only thetools
were worth $5000. | |ft 13 years of my hard
work to the Russans”

laSdakaa “| amarefugeefromAbkhazia |
cameto Russiain 1994. Initidly we were ac-
cepted well in Moscow, but gradually we saw
more and more maliciouslooksaimed &t us. |
lost my husband in Sukhumi during the war —
he went to get our documents and | do not
know what happened to him after that. Depor-
tation began &t the end of October; | was ap-
prehended in the beginning of December and
sent straight to Butirka prison, where they

. B “Thecolond of
the police kept
telling usthat our
condition wasour
President’s fault
and that we should
goto Georgia,
remove Saakashvili
from power and
only then wewould
be free to come
back to Russa”

|
forced me to remain for amonth. There were
four Georgianwomeninthecell, meincluded.
Thankfully, one of them had a cdll phone. |
calledmy daughter in Thilis and told her about
what hed happened. Back then, the chairman
of the commission that managed deportations
wasNikaGvaramia, and my daughter contact-
ed him. But during that, deported Georgians
were being gradudly sent away from Mos-
cow viathree cargo planes. Gvaramiasent me
aplaneticket, whichwasgiventomeby Zurab
Petaridze, the consul. And so | managed tofly
toThilis through Baku. As| wastold, my case
has been sent to Strashourg under seria num-
ber“84.”
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“SUMMIT OF DIPLOMATS”

74b I.Chavchavadze Ave: / Tbilisi / Georgia

Duty Free In Thilisi? Who 1s this shop for?

LTD “DUTY FREE ALLIANCE” HAS OPENED ITS NEW SHOP FOR DIPLOMATS IN TBILISI
On 27 October 2011 LTD “DUTY FREE ALLIANCE” opened duty free shop for diplomats.

Duty Free Alliance,

a company that provides duty free
services in Georgia .
Since October 27th, for the first time in

Georgian History, Duty Free Alliance : - 4 ¥ 04 ;
opened a diplomatic duty free shop e _ b "
"Summit of Diplomats" in the heart of [E—_ — " : ,' *®

Thilisi. NIERATION

The purpose of this opening was to create
a more comfortable environment for the
purchase of various products for the
diplomatic corps accredited in Georgia.

Our Company LTD DUTY FREE ALLIANCE is a Member of a Duty Free Holding International
Germany, which is operating in more than ten countries and serving its customes in more than 80
shops worldwide

! Since 2009 our company

DFA is represented on
several Georgia border
check points, which are:
SADAKHLO-Armenian Border, RED BRIDGE-Azerbaijan Borde and SARPHI- Turkish Border to
allow you a great opportunity of a Duty Free Shopping in Georgia .

Everywhere with You...

—

office: Addr / 74b I.Chavchavadze Ave: / Tbilisi / Georgia ||
V”’Qﬂ"!ﬂﬂ Tel/ +995 32 2 436 106 EPJaa]
“DUTY FREE HOLDING INTERNATIONAL” Gmbh Email / info@dfa.ge DUTY FREE ‘

HAMBURG, GERMANY df
LTD “DUTY FREE ALLIANCE” MEMBER OF THE “DUTY FREE HOLDING INTERNATIONAL” Gmbh www.dia.ge

—
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THE SAGA OF THE MAYOR: UGULAVA IN JAIL

BY NINO AKHALADZE

=

he former mayor of Thilisi was
charged with money laundering
in particularly large amounts
and falsifying legal
documentation committed together with
Giorgi Ghoniashvili and other parties.
He is also charged with participation in
the Marneuli incident on 5 June 2014,
namely organizing group activities and
exerting pressure aimed at the chairman
of Marneuli voting district’s election
administration with the purpose of
disrupting the administration’s
functionality.

Ugulava was apprehended at Thilis In-
ternational Airport on July 3rd when trying
to fly to Kishinev, Moldova

Commotion followed outside the city
courthouse &fter the preliminary imprison-
ment sentence for Gigi Ugulava was an-
nounced. Upon declaration of the sentence,
the four prosecutors attending the case had
to be escorted from the court by areinforced
team of bodyguards.

The prosecutors were verbally attacked
by Ugulava's supporters. Patrol police had
to be mobilized and had to intervene. As a
result of the clash that took place at Thilis
City Court, eight people were detained.

The incident resulted in the apprehension
of Former Thilis Mayor and the former Am-
bassador to Germany and Poland Kote
Gabashvili, who got subsequently seated ina
patrol car and taken away by thepolice. Alek-
S Bedoidze, cameraman of “Free Zone”, was
also apprehended, along with two more

people, National Movement member Levan
Bezhashvili being one of them. He was later
released. “ They found out after a three-hour-
long questioning that | was an MP and they
did not have aright to arrest me and they re-
leased me,” he said.

The City Court fined K ote Gabashvili and
Davit Gogokhia100 Lari. They weregivena
fine according to the 166th article of hooli-
ganism, while the charge of 173rd article of
preventing policefrom performing their duty
was ceased.

Thilisi City Court sentenced Former Tbilisi Mayor Gigi Ugulava to
preliminary imprisonment as a “restrictive measure”

s
.

PR W

Irakli Gharibashvili, the Prime Minister of
Georgia, called the court’s decision on Gigi
Ugulava's imprisonment “a celebration of
justice.”

B Catherine Ashton of the
EU: “We call oncemore
upon the Georgian authori-
tiesto ensure that the judi-
cial processis fully indepen-
dent, transparent, and free of
political influence”

But the EU’ sresponse was different: “We
note that Mr. Ugulava, previously suspend-
ed as Mayor of Thilis, is the opposition’s
chief campaign organizer during the ongo-
ing municipal electionsin Georgia. Werecall
the PrimeMinister Gharibashvili’ sannounce-
ment on 14 April about amoratorium on the
arrest and prosecution of opposition figures
during thiselection period. Wecall oncemore
upon the Georgian authorities to ensure that
the judicial process is fully independent,
transparent, and free of political influence, in
line with the commitments undertaken by
Georgia when it signed the Association
Agreement with the European Union last
week on 27 June 2014,” the statement of the

B Swedish Foreign Minister
Carl Bildt - “The arrest of Mr.
Gigi Ugulavain Thilis seems
torun contraryto previous
commitment to therule of law’

EU High Representative of Foreign and Se-
curity Policy press-speaker of CatherineAsh-
ton reads.

The Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt

Tﬁde' Cify Court fined Kote Gabashvili and Davit Gogokhia 100 Lari. They were

given a fine according to the 166th article of hooliganism

responded to the former Thilis mayor’sim-
prisonment viaTwitter: “ Thearrest of Mr Gigi
Ugulavain Thilisi seems to run contrary to
previous commitment to therule of law.”

A Georgia's former president Mikheil

Saakashvili saidin 2012 therewasafew doz-
enmillion“money-laundering cases’ against
Bidzinalvanishvili and Irakli Gharibashvili in
the prosecutor’s office.

Astheformer president said in aRustavi-
2TV program, there was a credit cards case
against Gharibashvili, namely, money was
transferred through credit cards with viola-
tion of thelaw.

“They should have been arrested, espe-

cially Gharibashvili because he was directly
involved in this case. There were incontro-
vertible documentary evidences. The then
justice minister and | decided not to touch
any of them and not to start consideration of
thiscasein public,” he said.

He said that then Bidzina Ivanishvili was
fined for 80 million but no one was sent to
prison: “It was our decision not to fight with
our political opponents with these methods,
though political opponents have had an in-
credible amount of money.”

At the moment video monitoring is be-

B Saakashvili: “In 2012,
there were a few dozen mil-
lion money-laundering cases
against Bidzina I vanishvili
and Irakli Gharibashvili”

ing carried out inthe Gigi Ugulava'scell to
ensure his safety. He agreed to the video
control himself. Ugulava was on hunger
strikewith the demand of moving him from
Gldani #8 prison to the so called Matrosov
detention facility. His reguest was satis-
fied.
Gigi Ugulava slawyers have already ap-
pealed against the City Court’s decision.
Photos by | nterpressnews.ge
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— Both Russian and Western press have
frequently called hima ‘yes-man.’

—Yes, but thistitlehas zero basisin reality.
| was mysalf witness to numerous diplomats
and paliticiansthanking him, aswell asamili-
tary marshd telling him that he was the only
person who fought for maintaining Soviet
Union's potential for self-defense to the end.
And besides, Shevardnadze managed to get a
huge monetary compensation ($13 hillion, if
I”m not mistaken) paid to Germany. With She-
vardnadze shelp, Germany managed not only
to reunite peacefully, but present a complete-
ly new imagetotheworld. Let meremindyou
that France and Britain didn’t want a united
Germany because they were afraid it might
become one of the most powerful playerson
thepolitical field again. Asasign of gratitude,
when newly independent Georgiawasin tur-
moil in 1992, Hans-Dietrich Genscher visited
and becamethefirst foreign leader to appoint
an ambassador to Georgia.

However, it dso needsto be said that She-
vardnadze was not pleased with NATO's ex-
pansion. George Kennan, whose policy had
changed America, used to say that strength-
ening of NATO will incite aggression from
Russia, who fedls endangered from the West.
Shevardnadze shared this sentiment and, af-
ter drawing up a plan of how NATO would
develop, he said that in time, Georgia would
haveitsplaceinittoo...

Simultaneously, heworked together with his
group in close contact with Russian govern-
ment to take steps that would both be benefi-
cid for Georgiaand not cause Russdsitrritar
tion. At meetings with highest-ranking mem-
bers of Russian government, where | was
present aswell, he said many timesthat Geor-
gia welcomed Russia's good relations with
NATO. Few peopleremember it, but thousands
of Russian officerswere trained by NATO in-
structors. There also was talk about Russia
becomingamember of NATO... Shevardnadze
talked about that with Russian government and
sad that it would be a step in a correct direc-
tion. The background created by such daring
diplomatic statements saw Georgia get easily
accepted into European Council in1999...”

—How did hetake civil unrest during the
“Rose Revolution” period?

—Initidly there was no unrest to speak of,
but let's start from the beginning. Shevard-
nadze planned to leave by himsdlf, right after
removal of Russian military bases and con-
struction of two oil and gas pipelines— Baku-
Thilis-Ceyhanand Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum. “ Af-
ter that I'll leave’, he used to say.

He caled me five minutes prior to hislast
speech at the Parliament and asked mewhat |
thought about the situation. | said that the pro-
testors might invade the Chancellery and it
would better to say that the Condtitution has
to be changed and parliamentary system has
to be implemented. “Interesting” — he replied.
Weall saw how heheld himsdlf tothevery end.

—What about hiswife? It is known that
Nanuli Tsagareishvili, a daughter of a for-
merly repressed family, played a major role
in hislife...

—Yes, it istrue. Mr. Shevardnadze wrote
about how much heloved her. When he asked
for her hand, she replied that this decision
would wreck his entire career because she
camefrom arepressed family. | know that her
father wasexecuted by firing squad, but | don’t
know what happened to her mother...

TheWar inAbkhazia
Levan Kiknadze, former Security Minis-
ter of the Abkhazian Autonomous Republic:
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FAREWELL TO "THE WHITE FOX"

—1| can say nothing about hisdirect con-
tribution but the main mistake he madewas
sending armed forceson theAbkhazianrail-
way instigating acriminal situation. It was
not a successful decision to send unpre-
pared soldiersthere, asAbkhaz |eader Ardz-
inbaneeded an excuseto provokethe Geor-
gian side. He successfully used this step
in his favor. Naturally, it is hard to say
whether it was possible to lose Abkhazia
then, but if hehad arrived in Abkhaziahim-
salf and negotiated with Ardzinba, hewould
not have agreed to send armed forces
there.

Flight 6833: ExclusiveAccount
FromtheMother of Soso Tser etdli

InNovember 1983, thecaseof “ Hight 6833"
became the center of attention for the entire
Soviet Union. Several youths attempted to
hijack a plane — an action so unprecedented
and shocking that for along time there were
those who wouldn't believe that it happened.
The youths had only one goa — crossing the
Iron Curtain and getting to a country that
wasn't under acommunist regime. Therefore,
they tried hijacking aplane.

Seven people participated in the action —
GegaKobakhidze, TinaPetviashvili, Davit Mi-

“We have aways been friends, and
thisfriendship continued to thelast. She-
vardnadze wasatal ented and remarkable
person, indeed. A gifted politician, too—
he played a great role in reuniting Ger-
many and other European matters, such
as our relationship with USA and Chi-
na.” When asked what he would say to
those who blame Eduard Shevardnadze
for losing Abkhazia and so-called South
Ossetia, Gorbachev replied that these
people simply don’t know history.

“Then members of the opposing gro-
up came to his residence; they looked
more emotional and worried than She-
vardnadze himself. Saakashvili and Zh-
vaniawere in tears, for example... They
had ahard timetalking to Shevardnadze;
they al had avery closerelationship, after
all. Saakashvili displayed the most famil-
iarity of them &l — he smply told him
“Mr. Shevardnadze, | baptized my child
recently and named him Eduard in your
honor.” — Petre Mamradze

Shevardnadze survived two assassi-
nation attemptsin 1995 and 1998. Hehad
aremarkableresilience but also physical
support from the United States. Inanin-
terview with NatdiaAntelavafor BBCin
December 2003, therecently ousted pres-
ident said to the Antelava, “You know,
Americans actually built this house for
me. The walls are bullet proof. You are
very safehere.” Remarkably, theWhite
Fox” died of natural causes.

“If hehad arrived in Abkhaziahimself
and negotiated with Ardzinba, he would
not have agreed to send armed forces
there.”

“Inmy lifel did many good things as
well as bad things, but this (Flight 6833)
will remain on my conscience even when
I’'m put into the ground.” — Eduard She-
vardnadze

kaberidze, Soso Tseretdli, GiaTabidzeand broth-
ersKakhaand Paatalveridi. Unfortunately, ther
ideaended in aterrible tragedy. One of the hi-
jackers died during the plane's takeover and
Soso Teereteli was wounded and bled to degth
(later it was said that paramedics weren't d-
lowed to help him), while Gia Tabidze, upon
seeing the plane return to the airport and be-
come surrounded by KGB’s Specid Forces
agents, committed suicide. The rest were cap-
tured, taken to court and sentenced to execu-
tion by firing squad, with the only exception
being Tina Petviashvili, who was sentenced to
prison. The sentence was carried out, giving
birthto numerousrumorsand discuss onsabout
Eduard Shevardnadze' sroleinthiscase. Many
people sad that heinsisted on death pendlty to
prove hisloaylty to Moscow and that he could
save the youths if he wanted to, while others
said that he wouldn't have been ableto change
anything, etc. Thefact remainsthat 7 extremely
talented youths were executed smply for their
attempt toleave Soviet Unionfor another coun-
try. Theboysquickly becameheroes, withther
names on everyone' s tongues, dthough it was
apoor consolationfor their families. Mrs. Leila
Tseretei, mother of Soso Tsereteli, comments
onhisroleinthisordedl.

“Newsof Shevardnadze'sdeath upset me.
Despitewhat hedidto my sonand my family;
| never cursed him...”

— Do you think he could have saved the
youths involved in ‘Flight 6833 ?”

— Today many people think that Shevard-
nadze could change the boys sentence, but
itshardtosay. Back thenwasadifferenttime
and a different situation; Shevardnadze
wouldn’t have changed anything done. Many
people had their stake in those events, both in
Georgiaand Russia, dthough it isimpossible
to say whether Moscow would have arrived at
such a sentence without Shevardnadze — this
is also a fact. The process lasted for a year.
However, | ill think that the boys could have
been saved. | kept saying “my son died, so at
least do not kill these boys, give them 20, 25,
even 30 years, but do not execute them”, but
whowouldligentome?Intheend, thecommu-
nist government decided on execution by firing
sguad anyway. These people were murdered
by the communist regime, not by Eduard She-
vardnadze. Back then you could get sentenced
for goingtochurch, let donehijackingaplane. ..

— Sill, Shevardnadze was quite close to
your hushand. Haven't you tried to meet with
him later? Didn’t any of you havea desireto
say anything to each other?”

— Eduard's son, Paata, used to be my hus-
band's student, and Kote kept saying that he
wasthebest of hisstudents. Paatal swife, Nino,
was among my son’s closest friends. When
Shevardnadze returned to Georgia and was
about to be elected President, both me and my
husband were invited to the ceremony. There,
| said to Eduard: “Today dl of us believers
have the right to fredy go to the church and
pray, yet my son died simply for wanting to
possessthisright” He nodded, came up to my
hushand, shook his hand and told us to come
to his resdence in the nearest future.

Indeed, severa dayslater acar camefor us
and took us to his home. When we entered,
he stood up and said: “Inmy lifel did many
good things as well as bad things, but this
(Hight 6833) will remainonmy conscienceeven
when I’'m put into the ground”. Much later,
onejournalist asked mewhether | had forgived
Shevardnadze. | replied“ Yes, | forgavehim for
everything, because both meand Kotelive by
the principle of forever remembering the peo-
ple' sgood deedsand forgetting theevil ones.”
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DETESTABLE CRIME IN KAKHETI

40-year-old father sexually abused his daughter

N\

BY ETER ERADZE

he incident took place in Village
Tsiteltskaro, Kakheti region. A
girl living with her father and
stepmother ran away from home
because of hisfather’sviolence, and
addressed police. Many residents of the
village threatened to lapidate the violent
father but some of them thought the story
was not true. They asserted that the girl
and her mother spread such rumors
deliberately for the purpose of revenge.

As the investigation showed this was
not the case. In addition, the latest reports
inform that the girl’s grandmother (mother
of abusivefather) was none other than infa-
mous" Eliko” who ran so-called Eliko broth-
el in Dedoplistskaro. Girlswere brought here
from every part of Kakheti. Today thewhole
village population opposesthe return of the
violent father to thevillage. Hehastwo more
children: a daughter and a son.

Erika Kvapilova,
Country Director of UN Women

BY MAKA LOMADZE

he facts of domestic violence
areincreasing. However, thisis
also due the fact that the media
coverage is increasingly
covering these matters.

The positive story out of it isthat thereis
much more control from the side of the
NGOs, international organizations and
much more media coverage. Georgian
Journal talked with Erika Kvapilova,
Country Director of UN Women.

GJ: Georgian society seemsquiteindiffer-
ent towards the subject of domestic and gen-
der based violence. It was’ proved” by the
staged video where there was a quarrel be-
tween a couple and a man beats a woman.
Hardly anybody helped the latter. What can
it be attributed to? Please, give usan expert’'s
view about it —what are its main factors —
national, social, etc.

EK.: I would not be that pessmistic. The
attitudesof peoplein Georgiatowardsviolence
infamily have been, in fact, changing. A com-
parison in public perceptions of domestic vio-
lencein2009 andin 2014 studiesshow that less
and less people regard domestic violence asa
private matter, and moreand moreperceiveit as
a crime that has to be properly investigated
and punished. There have been severd pos-
tivechangesinlawsinrecent years, which help
changing public views on domestic violence

K.L. a Dedoplistskaro resident:

— We have heard many stories, we have
heard information about pathologies, but
what happened here is most outrageous. a
drunken father tried to molest hisdaughter. ..

B “When herealized his
wife and children were out,
he wanted to rape his elder
daughter”
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M “ A drunken father tried to
molest his daughter”

—Butthegirl’sstepmother denied all these
and callsit a dander. According to her, the
girl spread this rumor deliberately...

— She's not a bad person; she has two
children and till looked after his stepdaugh-
ter. And of courseltisredly hard for awom-
an to believe that her husband was going to
rape his daughter. The man isimmoral; he
triedtodo it stealthily. When herealized his
wife and children were out, he wanted to
rape his elder daughter. Thisistrue and we
just hope somebody will kill himin prisonor
oneof uswill doit.

M.M ., aresident of Tsiteltskaro village:

—We will not allow him to live here any-
more. When hisdaughter ran away from home
to Thilis and turned to police, he till called
her asking to go back. And the girl respond-
ed: “Why should | be back when you are
going to rape me when you are drunk?’ In
response he told her very bad words. We
found out what the criminal expertise estab-
lished: that the girl managed to avoid being
raped by her father. But isthisareal escape?
What power could cause such evil?

“ZERO TOLERANCE IS NEEDED TO COMBAT

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN GEORGIA

as a private matter. What needs to be yet im-
proved is cooperation between the public and
relevant parts of the system, such asthepoalice,
socid and health careworkers, in detecting the
cases of domestic violence, in order to protect
victims and persecute and punish perpetrators.
Alsoinvestingin prevention, especidly ingen-
era education and awvareness rising of human
rights and violations, deserves more atention.
To put it Smply —what is needed is zero toler-
anceto violence, especidly toviolenceagaingt
womenand girls, who arevictimsindispropor-
tionate numbers of cases.

GJ: Psychologists name unemployment as
one of the factors of the men’s severe attitude
towards their wised. However, thisis not the
problem that emerged yesterday — unemploy-
mentistheproblem present Snce1990. Inyour
opinion, what can be the probable causes of
increasing the aggresson levd of husbands
towardstheir wives, induding pregnant ones?

E.K.: The evidence supported by numer-

B “Primary Cause of Violence
Liesin the Urgeto Dominate”’

ous studies confirms that dramatic social
changes in the 90s, when men who were per-
ceived asbreadwinnershad massively lost their
jobs, had negativeimplications on many fami-
lies: increased number of divorced couples, in-
creased acoholism and drug abuse, decreased
economic status and poverty. Georgiaaso ex-
perienced conflicts, which have changed many
peopl€s lives. Yet, to make asimple link be-
tween men’s unemployment and increased vi-
olence againg women would be mideading.
Violenceagang womentakesplacedsoinwel-
off families. Theproblemismorecomplex andit
beginswith low and unequa respect for wom-
en, who are seen by some as inferior to men
and destined to serve them. The primary cause
of violenceliesin the urgeto control and dom-
inate and gender inequality represents fertile
soil for such oppressive practices as society
perceivesmento be superior. Until thisattitude

changesand until we havefull gender equality,
we may gill, unfortunately, witness cases of
bruta violence against women.

GJ: Where the solution to the problem is
and what can we consder from the interna-
tional experience?

E.K.: Again, smple solutions do not exist.

E.K.: According to different indices Geor-
gia's position compared to other countriesin
terms of gender equality is not extremely fa-
vorable; for examplethe 2013 World Econom-
ic Forum’s Gender Gap Index places Georgia
on the 86 position out of 136 countries and
the latest UN Gender Equdity Index liststhe

B “2013 World Economic Forum’'s Gender Gap | ndex places Geor-
giaon the86th postion out of 136 countriesand the latest UN Gender
Equality I ndex ligsthe country on 72nd place out of 195 countries”

Yet, internationa experience showsthat if zero
tolerancetowardsviolenceagaing womenand
girlsisatop priority for governments, relevant
laws and implementation mechanisms are in
place and working, human rights are part of
genera education system, then the public atti-
tudes and tolerance to violence is changing
too. It goeswithout saying, that mediaand the
way they report on cases of domestic violence
and violenceagaing women and girlsisof tre-
mendous importance and may significantly
contribute to positive change in this area.

GJ: How are all these aforementioned
linked with the level of gender balance in
Georgia?

country on 72 placeout of 195 countries. These
complex measures show positions of women
relative to men and among the countries in
respect to their economic status, educationa
attainment, health, political participation and
other smilar dimensions. Countries ranking
high in gender equality indices are those,
whereviolenceagainst women and girlsispo-
litically unacceptable and where discussions
if domestic violenceisor isnot aprivate busi-
ness, are matter of past history. So, yes, de
facto gender equality or lack of it hasimplica-
tionson how violenceagaing womenandgirls
and domestic violence are perceived and dealt
with.

100sq.m and 125sq.m renovated
office spaces in business-centers
in the centre of Tbilisi, near
Philarmonia, benefits from
facilities such as possibility to be
divided in two-three separate
parts, with high quality
renovation, central heating and
conditioning, security, generator,
Italian elevator.

Offices for rent

Offices for rent
Offices for rent
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Offices for rent

it

; .
- Tel: 243-83-79
599 96-66-43;




EEKL'

Georgian Journal

2014

THURSDAY
10 - 16 JULY

ADVERTISEMENT

9

BANK REPUBLIC:

SPOTLIGHT ON CORPORATE BANKING

T

hisisthe second installation in a series of articles that highlight the Bank Republic SociétéGénéral€e's corporate
banking philosophy. Last month | had a chance to sit down and speak with Chief Commercial Officer of Bank
Republic Mr. Ramaz Kukuladze and discusshow the bank’s emphasis on relationship banking has helped Georgian

companies achieve success.This month | met with Mrs. la Gabunia,Head of the Corporate BankingDivision of Bank
Republic and discussed with her the bank’s corporate banking strategy and achievements.
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SociétéGénérale Group celebrates
150 year s of excellence

The Société Générale Group (SG) iscele-
brating its 150th anniversary this year. In
Georgia, SGis represented by Bank Repub-
lic. Currently, the Société Générale Group
owns 93.64%share in the Bank Republic
stock, withthe EBRD holding theremaining
6.36%, making Bank Republic Société
Générale Group a purely European-owned
bank. Reporting total assets of morethan one
billion Lari, the bank enjoys a status of one
of the most successful financial ingtitutions
in the country. Thanks to its universal busi-
ness model, the Bank Republic Société
Générale Group remainsareliablelong-term
financia partner for individuals, micro, small
and medium-sized organizations, as well as
large corporations. Today, the Bank Repub-
lic Société Générade Group ranksfifth onthe
Georgian marketintotal assetsandisthirdin
lending, generating a hefty GEL 88 million
Net Banking Income (net interest income +
net feeincome)

Mrs. laGabunia, Head of Corporate Bank-
ing Division of Bank Republicexplainsthat this
anniversary is a remarkable event. As such,
onthismomentousoccasion, Société Générale
wanted to provide an additiona dimensionto
itstraditional corporateresponsibility practice
by expanding it to include a solidarity-based
challenge, whichisopen to employeesworld-
wide.

“With its emphasis on commitment, team
spirit and solidarity, this event embodies the
va uesthat Société Généraewantsto promote
onits150th anniversary. Team spiritisin fact
one of the key aspects to our success with
regard to building closerelationshipswith our
corporate banking clients. Thisisour number
one value. We have aways been convinced
that a team’s strength does not come solely
from itsmembers’ individual talents butrath-
erfromitscollectivespirit.

Keeping with the entrepreneurial spirit of
many of thetop corporateentitiesintheworld,
corporate responsibility isafacet of business
that Bank Republic takes very serioudly.

“We make a great effort to contribute to
the development of small and medium sized
businessesin Georgia. We aim to accomplish
thisby implementing and sponsoring projects
directed at asssting Georgia s business com-
munity,” Gabuniasaid.

Gabuniaexplainsthat asdefrom thetradi-
tiona projectsit implements, BR recently de-
cided to establish a newly created pro-bono-
bus nessforum to assist local small and medi-
um businesses.

“The pro-bono forum wasaone-day inter-
active event with the participation of our busi-
ness clients. During the forum, senior man-
agement of Bank Republic and specidistsfrom

various fields share their expertise with local
businesses,” Gabunia said.

“By offering our financial consultancy, we
are then able to contribute to the develop-
ment of local businesses. Why isthis so im-
portant? Because of the expertisswe offer. By
sharing thewealth of knowledge the bank has
accrued over thelast 150 years, weare ableto
offer small, medium and corporate clients fi-
nancia insight that might not otherwise be
readily available to them. We hope that the
experience, expertise and insight we provide
will help them grow and achieve greater suc-
cess in their business pursuits.”

A RéationshipisBorn

Gabunia points out that Bank Republic’s
dedication to assisting the client is not just
relegated to corporate respons bility projects.
The bank understands that each and every
business is unique, and attributes significant
importance to understanding the characteris-
ticsandintringc detailsof each company. This
approach includes a detailed study of the cli-
ent, after which the bank advisesitsclientson
best possible solutions, services and prod-
ucts, which are made tailor to the company’s
individua needs. The Georgian-based Borun
Agro-Chemistry LLCisno exception.

“Borun Agro-Chemistry recently ap-
proached us with a financing request. The
move was made to better accommodate the
company’sneedsand to positionit for greater
market successin the future. One of the chief
reasons that Borun Agro-Chemistry selected
Bank Republic asitsfinancia partner wasdue
totheemphasisBank Republic placesonrela
tionship banking,” says Gabunia.

BorunAgro-Chemigtry LLCisamember of
theBorun Group. Thecompany isinvolvedin
theimport and distribution of awide array of
agro-chemica products. Among other well-
known brands, Borun Agro-Chemistry owns
the rights todistributesuch prominent manu-
facturers' productsasAgro-Sciences (US),
Scotts International (The Netherlands) and
Agrofill (Itay).

BorunAgro-Chemistry LLCwasorigindly
part of Agro Georgial L C, acompany that hed
been operating on the Georgian market since
2002. During this period, Agro GeorgiaLLC
was a leading force in the industry, covering
30-40% of the Georgian agro-chemica market.

In 2009, the Borun Group purchased 50%
of Agro Georgia, becoming amanaging part-
ner in agroup that would later be renamed to
BorunAgro-Chemistry. Soon after themerger,
the company began to expand its product
range and classification. Currently, the com-
pany imports products from 14 countriesand
offers the widest range of products and ser-
vices on the Georgian market.

The company aso runs10farming centers

whereit offersagro consultationsfor farmers,
laboratory servicesfor plant and land testing,
aswell astherenta of heavy equipment. Cov-
ering nearly 85% of thetotal Georgian market,
Borun Agro-Chemistry has 80 sale-points
throughout the country.

“At thebeginning, when wereceiveall the
information on a specific client, we carefully
structure the deal according to the client’s
needs. And because agricultura industry is
often seasonal with regard to peak output, Bo-
runAgro-Chemistry approached Bank Repub-
lic with afixed timetable for which it needed
financing. So, from the very start, we set out
to address this need dong with the compa-
ny’'sdesireto securefinancia termsthat suit-

£ —

ed its immediate and long-term interests,”
Gabuniaunderlined.

“Themainissueand number onepoint was
flexibility. Our business is seasonal, so each
day isimportant for us. There was an urgent
need to receive an answer in ashort period of
time, and they camethrough for us,” explains
LevanAroshidze, the Director of BorunAgro-
Chemistry, adding that “the cooperation be-
tween us and Bank Republicon each detail of
the loan agreement, as well as our need to
receive additional financing, went very
smoothly. Wewerevery stisfied withthe Bank
Republic’srelationship-approach to corporate
banking.”

Becausetimewasabsolutely critica to Bo-
run Agro-Chemistry, Bank Republic worked
very hard to accommodatethe company’sspe-
cifictimetable. Intheend, theclient’ssatisfac-
tion can be attributed to Bank Republic's-
corporate banking philosophy that aims to
tailor its products and servicesto the client’s
particular needs.

Askedif therewasaparticul ar aspect about
working with Bank Republicthat ssood out in
the process, Aroshidze underscored that it was
the quickly-established relationship the bank
brokered between them that was so remark-
able.

“Firg of dl, from a business-to-business
point of view, our cooperation started very
smoothly. However, if you put aside the busi-
ness aspect, it was the personal relationship
that they fostered between usthat really stood
out. The banking managers who worked on
our loan had a very friendly approach, and

this made things very easy. What | want to
emphasizeisthat, wedid not just becomebusi-
ness partners, we aso became friends,” said
Aroshidze.

Reiterating again how crucid the compa-
ny’stimetablewasin theloan structuring pro-
cess, Aroshidze explained that “each issue
during the process that would normally teke
at least two weeksor onemonth at other insti-
tutions, was solved in one week’stime work-
ingwith Bank Republic.”

Asdefromitsaim to develop close, long-
term persond relationships with its clients,
Bank Republic also seeks to provide its cli-
entswithtermsthat will ultimately assist them
in achieving greater business success.

“Because of Bank Republic’sinternational
presence, weoffer flexibletermsto our clients
withregardtointernationa tradefinance. Giv-
en the fact that the client’'s main activity is
import and trading, it wasimportant for them
to receive terms that were not only favorable
but dso structured inaway that mitigatesrisks
associated with international trade. Our expe-
rienced and professiona corporate banking
staff provided a payment method that corre-
sponded to theseneedsexactly,” Gabuniasaid.

This ease of doing business can be attrib-
uted to thefact that Bank Republic maintains
adirect channel of communication with other
internationa branchesof Sociéé Générde. So,
their products are much more flexible and at-
tractively priced than other local Georgian
banks.

According to Aroshidze, the biggest issue
inGeorgiaistime.

“Businesses may ultimately receive the
loan and finance terms they desire but they
lose too much time in communications with
the international banksthat are aso involved
in the process. In our casg, flexihility of the
Bank Republic'sinternational network made
the whole process move quickly,” Arashidze
explained.

Aroshidze saysthat hiscompany’s experi-
encewith Bank Republic hasbeen avery pos-
itiveonebut the Bank Republic srelationship
approach iswhat really setsit apart.

“At the end of the day, our decision to
partner with Bank Republic wasnot just based
on the favorable interest rate they offered us.
It's not about this. You fedl protected with a
good partner, and a bank must be ared part-
ner. There are many important business de-
tailsthat require abank’s close support. So, it
isimportant to know that the bank istogether
with you. Thisis much more important than
simply financial aspects. Working with Bank
Republic provided uswith dl of thesethings,”
Aroshidze said.

LookingtotheFuture

With another client satisfied with the Bank
Republic’spersonalized corporate banking ap-
proach, | asked la Gabunia how the bank
achieved the success that it has and where
the bank standsto go forward.

“If we have succeeded in making our bank
intowhat it istoday, after successfully navigat-
ingthrough eventheturbulent times, itislarge-
ly due to the strength of our universal banking
modd, our cgpacity tomaintainour dients trug,
our ahility to learn from our mistakes and our
exceptiona determinationand commitment. We
hope that we can continue moving forward by
improving the products we offer andfostering
persona relationships with our clients. Entre-
preneurid spirit, innovation and teamwork...
These are our historica strengths that provide
uswiththemomentumto project oursavesinto
the future. Added to thisis Société Générale's
expertise, and our ongoing commitment to the
servicefor our clients” said Gabunia



GEORGIAN COUSINE

CHEF’'S COMMENT

¥

KarloDvalidze, Chef at the Chash-
nagiri restaurant: “ Thisisan amazing
dish that blendsseveral typesof meat
and isbalanced with vegetables. Frying
theingredientsin traditional Georgian
way - on dried grapevinesproutsadds
special piguancy tothedish”

Ingredients:
Pork —350g
Beef —300g
Chicken—300g

Quail -2

Sulguni cheese — 1509
Field mushrooms—350g
Potatoes — 500g
Satsebeli — 1509
Tkemali —150g

1 eggplant

1tomato

1 red bell pepper

3 green peppers

Salt (optional)

Onions (optional)
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"CHASHNAGIRI”
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Step-by-Step Instruction:

Preparation:

Cut up al the meat you have and skewer it along with vegetables, add salt if
needed. Roast it on an open fire, preferably on dried grapevine sprouts.

Sprinkle capsof field mushroomswith salt, pour oil on top of them, put themon
adish and into the oven. After they are half done, cut Sulguni cheese into cubes,
add it to the mushrooms and | et them fry. Slice the potatoes and fry them in ail.

Serving:

Heat aclay pan inthe oven, then arrange prepared ingredientson it asfollows:
put mushrooms with cheese in the middle, surround it with fried potatoes, meat
and vegetables. You can also add sauce, onions, pickles and lettuce leaves.

J

PERFECT MIX OF MEAT AND VEGETABLES

Thesour ce: ﬁ :

“Georgian
Cousine”
guidebook by R SFS
PalitraM edia S
Publishing
House, available

World
4 E

GEORGIAN CUISINE

I'T TAKES EXPERTISE
TO FLAVOR LIFE

We have been producing since 1999 and flavoring life with our
“award winning” brands, modern hoteling concept that reflects our flawless
service quality and our productions for world renowned chain restaurants.

BTA

Istanbul Atatiirk Airport | Ankara Esenboga Airport | izmir Adnan Menderes Airport | Gazipasa Airport | Georgia Thilisi Airport
Georgia Batumi Airport | Tunisia Monastir Airport | Tunisia Enfidha-Hammamet Airport | Macedonia skopje "Alexander The Great" Airport
IDO Fast Ferries, Ferryboats and Piers | Cakes & Bakes | TAV Airport Hotel

bta.com.tr | facebook.com/byBTA
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BAGRATI -

BY NINO KHORAVA

T

www.georgianews.ge

church has been ruined during numerous attempts of foreign invasion. Itisa rightful
masterpiece in the history of medieval Georgia. In 2009, Mikheil Saakashvili, former
president of Georgia, initiated the restoration works for the church as an ambitious
attempt of cultural upheaval in the country. Theintent wasto give new life to the
deteriorating building and at the same time preserving its unique look and character.
It did not exactly work out as intended but more on that below.

K )

M How it should have been done... restoratin of Corbera D’ ebre,

amedieval spanish church. Design by Ferran Vizoso team

Restoring the Bagrati Church had agreat
significance for political, cultural and even
symbolic reasons. Bagrati isasymbol of the
unification of Georgia, restoring it would
mean arise and rehabilitation of Georgian
influence in the country that is torn apart
by ethnic conflicts.

Apart of that, the reputation of Georgian
Orthodox church would get a major boost,
having a functioning church instead of ru-
ins; a place which attracted thousands of
believersfor centuries.

“The restoration of a church is a great
event for any Georgian. | am happy to have
achanceto make my modest contribution. |
am happy to represent the generation which
restored the Bagrati temple,” said Saakash-
viliin 2012 year.

Themost significant feature of the resto-
ration wasthe construction of the dome and
roof, which would protect the church from
the elements.

The restored church was blessed by the
Catholicos-Patriarch Iliall inaceremony in
September. The leader of Georgian Ortho-
dox church also blessed ahuge metal cross
and an antique well - thefirst symbolizing
the dominant role of Christianity and reli-
gion in Georgia and the second an infinite
source of faith and hope flowing from the
churches to the people.

The Bagrati Cathedral sits on a hill just
aboveKutaisi and offersamagnificent view
of thecity. It wasincluded in the UNESCO
WORLD HERITAGE sitelistin 1994 and re-

turned to the Georgian Orthodox Churchin
the 2001. But the former government in the
deeply religious former Soviet republic has
defied theworld heritage body UNESCO by
to rebuilding the 11th century monument in
away that was not exactly appreciated by
UN'’s highest cultural outlet.

I
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NEW LIFE FOR THE OLD HISTORIC CHUR(EH?

he Bagrati Cathedral isfrequently used as the symbol of the city of Kutaisi in
the Imereti region of Georgia. It was built during thereign of king Bagrat ||
(hencethe name) in the early 11th century. Throughout the centuriesthe

B “ A horrible green roof, metal constructions and glass
covered elevator on exterior. Nothing left from that old
Bagrati, nothing left to be proud of“ - Architect Gega
Batiashvili on Bagrati restoration

“The monument was collapsing and
wouldfal apart without urgent intervention.
Thetemplewasrestored to avery high stan-
dard and the report of the UNESCO expert
indicates this,” said Georgian art historian
Dimitri Tumanishvili asfirst criticism came
frominternational bodies and opponents of
previous government.

Popular architect Gega Batiashvili hasa
different view altogether:

“TheBagrati cathedral was one of Geor-
gia's glorious monuments. We were proud
of itandwhen | visited therestored Bagrati,
| was appalled. A horrible green roof, metal
constructions and glass covered elevator

on exterior. Nothing |eft from that old Bag-
rati, nothing left to be proud of* — states
the architect.

Those who criticize Bagrati restoration
for ruining the sites original style and feel,
bring in an example of a Spanish Church.
For example, in Spain, amedieval church by
thenameof CorberaD’ ebre. Thedesigning
team, Ferran Vizoso was challenged to im-
prove the building without changing its
aged appearance. Therefore, the church was
renovated to include anew transparent roof
that bringsin an abundance of natural light.
The most important thing is though that it
still lookslikeit'sfrom the past.
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BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

WORLDWIDE HAZELNUT EXPORT
- GEORGIA HOLDS THIRD PLACE

S g

BY EMA TUKHIASHVILI
I n several months, the Deep and

Comprehensive Free Trade

Agreement (DCFTA) with the
European Union will comeinto force. It
implies free export of the Georgian
agricultural and industrial production to
the EU market.

We are interested in what kind of pro-
duction is exported to the EU market and
what will changefor thelocal exportersasa
result of DCFTA?In each issue, wewill re-
view each such product.

Recently, hazelnut industry has turned
into aprofitable businessin Georgia. Sever-

Foreigntrade of Georgiawas 2,879 hil-
lion USD with the EU countries. Thisis
27% of the whole foreign trade and ex-
ceeds the previous year’s rate with 3%.
Export to the EU hasincreased with 72%
and became 608 million USD, i.e. 21% of
thewhole export.

The agricultural product of 183 mil-
lion USD was exported to the EU — ex-
ceeding the previous-year’s rate with
73% and the industrial production was
425 million—morewith 72%.

RESTAURANT
SEASHORE PEA

CONCERT HALL AND RESTAURANT
SEASHORE PEARL

o The real pearl of Batumi Boulevard
* Open terrace and a verandah with a view of the sea
» Two halls for concerts and weddings
* A gift to the newlyweds from the restaurant’s administration:

a wedding registration and a room at Aliki Hotel
» Extremely tasty food, including both European and traditional Georgian
dishes, Live Music and excellent service

DISCOVER THE REAL PEARL OF BATUMI BOULEVARD!

- 2
. >
al privateinvestors purchased plotsin Guria,
some planted hazelnut trees instead of tea
plantations. Trees were planted also in Ka-
kheti. There are about 50 local companies
purchasing hazel nut from people and export
it. Georgia produces 40-50 thousand tons
every year.

Turkey is the biggest exporter of hazel-
nut in theworld. It produces more than 500
000 ton nuts every year. Its export potential
is greatest covering 75-80% of the world

i

g m‘ 228727 /22 86 26

M “Georgia produces 40-
50 thousand tons of hazel-
nuts every year”

market. It's safe to say, Turkey establishes
the price on market, too. Italy occupiesthe
second place, Georgia holds the third place
and Azerbaijan isfourth inthelist.

90% of Georgian hazelnut harvest is ex-
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Hazelnut is a leader product among
those exported to the EU. For example,
in 2013, an export worth 116,4 billion USD
was provided to the EU market in 2013.
The basic export markets are: Germany
(41%), Italy (16%), Czech Republic
(&,6%), Belgium (6%) and France (5%).

ported abroad. It is widely requested be-
cause of its unique taste, oil and size, but
most Georgian farmersare nursing thetrees
with centuries old methods that are reflect-
ed on the harvest.

Aleksandre Motserelia, Head of Hazel-
nut Exporters Association: - Georgian ha-
zelnut is not taxed while being exported to
the EU market. There will be Turkish stan-
dard TS30-75-The EU aso usesthis stan-
dard and Georgian hazelnut is exported ac-
cording to the standard too.

Mariam Gabunia, the Deputy Head of
Foreign Trade Department of the Ministry
of Economy: - Georgiaa ready takes advan-
tageof tariff liberdization fromthe EU. Geor-
gia uses the ' GSP+” standard, which im-
plies zero tariffs. Therefore, nothing will
change in terms of taxation, but we should
consider that ' GSP+” isatemporary regu-
|ation and DCFTA will be permanent.

P.S. In July, 2005, Georgiabecame one of
those 15 countries having the GST+ status.
It meansit isallowed to export 7200 kinds of
production for freeto the EU. 9 years have
passed but the list of our products exported
tothe EU islessthan 20...

Become a VIP at the Airport?

Then ask for

“primeclass” CIP Service

“primeclass” CIP Service offers a complete package of meet and assist

services at the airport.

“primeclass” CIP Service agents will gladly assist

passengers during all flight procedures for both departure and arrival.
Passengers are accompanied through the fast tracks, dedicated security
check points and business check-in and hosted in “primeclass” Lounge
while their luggage are carried by a porter.

Thilisi

TAV Georgia Operation Services LLC. | www.primeclass.con.tr

Tel: 322 310 330 | Fax: 322 310 331 | E-mail: primeclass.georgia@tav.aero
Batumi|Tel: 422 235 111 | Fax: 422 235 112 | E-mail: primeclass.batumi@tav.aero

primeclass

CIP Service
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“BIDZINA NEVER RECEIVED ANYTHING BELOW AN “A”
LI'S CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL YEARS

— IVANISHV

BY MANANA GABRICHIDZE

“Bidzina used to bring churchkhelas for
the girls at school, while we brought fruit
cookiesfor him. Whenever | camein
front of the classto recitethe lesson, he
would take out a cookie and lick it. |
almost choked on drool,” remembers
Tinatin Gamgebeli, who studied at the
same class as hillionaire and former
prime minister Bidzina lvanishvili at the
school at Chorvila village...

B “Henever liked public
attention and he still gets
nervous whenever he appears
before the people”

— You and Bidzina Ivanishvili studied
together since the first grade. Maybe you
could recall something...

— 1 could recall so many thingsthat they
wouldn’tfitin anewspaper... Theonly rea-
son | finished school was because of Bidz-
ina | wasquitewesk at math, whileour teach-
er, AnaSadunishvili wasvery strict. Bidzina
aways sat either in front of me or behind
me. Whenever hefinished hismath quiz, he
would put his notebook close to me so that
| could peek at it and copy, while he cov-
ered me with his body from the teacher’s
gaze... theteacher knew that my work was
copied from Bidzina's, but still gave me a
“B” or“C”, whileBidzinahimself never re-
ceived anything below “A”. Heexcelled not
only at technical subjects, but at humani-
tarian ones too.

—Today though, Many people complain
about his command of Georgian...

— When he graduated from the universi-
ty, he went to Moscow and forgot much of
the language it seems. | know how he
learned Georgian language and literature. |
was always surprised by how he could read
a verse from The Knight in the Panther’s
Skin” onceand instantly memorizeit, while
it took me an entire day to do the same. My
father taught us music and drawing, while
Bidzinadidn’'t display any outstanding mu-

BY NUGZAR B. RUHADZE
he Georgian National Olympic
T Committee hosted a special
conference dedicated to 50th
anniversary of a Georgia's legendary
athlete Leri Khabelov,who also happens
to bethe current president of GNOC.

Just asabrief reminder: Leri Khabelovisa
famous freestyle wrestler who was born in
Thilis on 5 July 1964. Heisthe champion of
the XXV Olympic Gamesof 1992inBarce o-
naand thesilver medalist of the Seoul Games
of 1988. Leri Khabelov isafive-timeworld
champion, one-time world bronze medalit,
four-time champion of Europe, three-time
USSR champion and the champion of the Sth
sports contest of the Soviet Union. He won
the World Cup in 1991. He was the world
champion among the youth and juveniles.

Tinatin Gamgebeli

B “Bidzna
was a very
serious
boy... never
fancied

sical talent and sang in a choir. He learned
Russian with great fervor aswell; whenever
we needed something translated, we would
ask for his help... During the last yearsin
school, Bidzinawasn't given any choresto
do at home, so that he could completely
dedicate himself to studying.

—Asfar as| know, Bidzina comesfrom
a poor family as well.

— Yes, they used to be in great need...
Not only the Bidzina's family was in dire

He holdsthetitle of the USSR honored mas-
ter of sports, which at that time, and even
now, isconsidered the highest ranking sports
title, equal to being an academician in sci-
ence or amarshal in the military. Khabelov

B “Bidzina always wore a well-ironed Pioneer tie, but after the
end of lessons, he would crumpleit in his pocket”

need back then; everyone was. But today
in my Chorvila, thanksto Bidzina's efforts,
we can have spring in January. | am proud
of having grown by such a man’s side. |
walk around with my head high dueto both
him and my brother.

— Love stories are common in schools,
and many people remember them and
laugh later...

— Bidzinawas avery serious boy. There
were seven girlsin our class. He treated all
of usequally. Bidzinaused to bring church-
khelas for the girls at school, while we
brought fruit cookies for him. Whenever |
came in front of the class to recite the les-
son, hewould take out acookieand lick it. |
almost choked on drool. Wegirlswould rep-
rimand him later for not letting usto recite
thelesson normally. | wasvery mischievous
back then, and whenever | overstepped my
bounds | was seated next to Bidzina and
toldtotakean examplefrom him... Inhigher
grades some older boy started stalking me.
Bidzina would protect me from him, even
escorting me home several times.

—Didyour friendship continueupon fin-
ishing the school ?

—Wewent to Thilisi to continue our stud-
ies... We accidentally met at what is called

was decorated with Vakhtang Gorgasali Or-
der of second classand with Order of Honor.

The press-conference hal of the Olympic
headquartersin Thilis waspacked with Geor-
gia's Olympians — both old and young.

Freedom Squaretoday and | asked himwhat
he was doing here, surprised. He said that
he was taking classes in rhetorics. He par-
ticipated in poem recital contests.

—Did heinvite hisclassmatesto hiswed-
ding?

—No, and this offends me a bit. Bidzina
was arich boy by then. The entire Chorvila
village heard the news about seven women
carrying the train of Bidzina s wife's dress
at their wedding. | was slightly hurt by not
being able to attend the wedding, but this
didn’t affect my overall gratitude to Bidzi-
na. Thesimplefact of my family existing and
having afutureisowed to him. A good hal f
of Georgia subsists on his charity as well.
Hewas awaysreserved, doing alot of kind
thingsto others since childhood but always
asking not to mentionit...

—Why couldn’t you manageto meet him
after student years?

—I tried many timesto meet himin person.
| even went to Mtskheta recently, tried to
approach him, even called out to him but the
bodyguards wouldn’t let me close. | don’t
have anything to ask him. | don’t need any-
thing from him — 1 am grateful to him asis.
However, | haven't seenhimfor 40 years; we
would have had much to recall together ...

LERI KHABELOV OF GEORGIA IS j!-

Among the guests was the world-renowned
wrestler from North Ossetia Soslan Andiyev
—the super-heavyweight gold medalist of the
1976 Montreal Olympic Games. Thewarmest
possible greetingswere coming to Leri from
everybody who was present at the event.
The Georgian Olympic championsof theolder
generation - Robert Shavlakadze (high jump),
Roman Rurua(wrestling), MziaJugeli (artis-
ticgymnastics), Raphael Chimiskian (boxing),
Guram Sagaradze (wrestling) and Davit Gobe-
jishwili (wrestling)- cordialy and proudly eval-
uated the Leri Khabel ov’s significant contri-
bution to the world and national sports.

Itisdifficult toimaginebut small-sze Geor-
gia has a considerable number of Olympic
champions in every generation, which this
nationisdeservedly proud of. Leri Khabelov
is among these famous Georgian athletes of
theworld fame.
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BY BACHO ODISHARIA

eorgia has been making filmsfor one
hundred years. Before thefall of the Soviet
Union, Georgian cinema was known
across Soviet blocs as being vibrant and
creative. The Italian director Federico Fellini once
described it as “ a strange phenomenon, special,
philosophically light, sophisticated, and at the same
time, childishly pure.” But the economic breakdown
which followed Georgian independence has made it
very difficult to make films.

Georgian film production began at nearly
the sametime as European cinema. Thefirst
filmfestival took placein Thilis in 1896.The
cinemaof Georgiahasbeen noted for itscin-
ematography in Europe.

Expertswidely consider 1908 asthe year
of birth for Georgian cinema, whenfilmdirec-
tors Dighmelov and Amashukeli made their
first experimentd shots. In 1912, Amashukeli
shot thefirst full-length documentary movie
- Akakis Mogzauroba (Akaki’'s Journey) -
about the famous Georgian poet Akaki
Tsereteli. The film was unparalleled by any
other movieintheworld at that timein terms
of its theme, length and artistic level. The
first full-rangefeaturefilmin Georgia, “Kris-
ting” was shot from 1916 to 1918. In 1924,
“ThreeLives’ by Perestiani wasagreat suc-
cess — the film was the first attempt to pro-
vide psychologica insight into the heroes.

Thegreat period of Georgian filmmaking
(albeit overshadowed by Soviet ideology)
wasin 1960sand 70s, with worldly renowned
filmmakerslikeOtar losdiani and Sergel Para:
janov (arguably one of the truly
great silent directors).

Notorious picture was Sherekilebi by El-
dar Shengelayashot in 1973. Under the cov-
er of the comedy and double meaning the
director managed to avoid the sharp-edged
editing of Soviet censorship. Thestory isset
up inunknown place, abstract country, where
the majority of society is*“normal” and peo-
plewith different ideas are kept in isolation,
treated as criminals or mentally ill, asadan-
ger for others. Wonderful cinematography
and soft, delicate humor of the film remains
as an unforgettable journey of human spirit.
Alsoit hasdightly sci-fi elements.

Oneof our most acclaimed moviedirector
Tengiz Abuladze has shot many great films.
Hisshort “Magdana sdonkey” won best fic-
tion film prize at cannesin 1956. Hisworks
werelikeif Ingmar Bergmanand AkiraKuro-
sawa collaborated together. His surreal im-
ages and beautiful shots were hypnotic and

DRUGS &

The sad

decadence
of Georgian
fllmmaking

B Masterpieces like “ Akaki’s Journey”, “The
Color of Pomegranates’ and “ Sherekilebi
(Madmen)” are not made anymore... They are
financially unstable, yeld little commercial
gains and require real creative talent
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still after all thisyear staysexactly the same.

TV movieswerehighly popularin 70sand
had the same qudlity as feature films. Huge
successwas " Data Tutashkhia’ 7 serieslong
TV movie and “Kukaracha”. First had great
action scenes, deep character development
andwisedial ogues. Second wasfamily mov-
ie, heartfelt and sweet with likabletitular char-
acter and beautiful story. So big and small
screenswerein abig competition.

Temur Babluani’s film —*“The Sun of the
Sleepless’ (1992, Gold Eagleat thel Interna-
tional Festiva inThilis; 1992 Silver Bear prize
inBerlin) - captivatesaudiencewith the sense
of embitterment asthe hero who haslost his
face and moral reference point is trying to
find faith, hope for the better future.

Nowadays, Georgian cinemaisin avery
bad condition because our government puts
litttlemoney into cinema. Itisvery difficultto
revive after 15 years of falling and hard to
imagine how we can overtake European cin-
emaand even Russian cinema, asthey have
aready produced hundreds of movies this

B Almost every single movie
shot after the 90stells a story
about dtreet life, criminal
culture and drug addiction or
about war in particular

year because their government gives them
enough money to producefilms... Business-
men will never put money into thisfield be-
causeif they put money in, they will haveto
pay moretaxesonit.

Of course, modern Georgian cinemaisfac-
ing plenty of problems: commercialization,
instability and many othersbut themain prob-
lemisalack of original ideas. Almost every
single movie shot after 90stellsastory about
street life, criminal culture and drug addic-
tion or about war in particular.

So today we have only two kinds of mov-
ies which are stubbornly trying to evoke
emotions in the viewers not redizing these
very emotions have long ago become cliché
and have been used to death. They are not
urgent anymore and it's time for Georgian
filmmakers to acknowledge it and move to
greener pastures, unless they redlly have a
big, big something to say on the matter. Geor-
gian cinemaisstill inthe processof search of
its identity, of new possibilities and a new
filmlanguage of cinema, and of new formsof
expression.

Most of the new filmstell the tragedy of
Georgiain the beginning of 1990s and divi-
sion of the country into conflict zones. There
are some attempts in comedy genre, mainly
focused on acommercia success. Theseare
thefailuresof modern day Georgian cinema-
filmmakersaretryingto cresteand sdll irrele-
vant movies. Therearevery few filmswhose
narrative tells a story of today’s reality. Our
cinema is stuck in 90s and doesn’t want to
move forward to progress and gain popular-
ity and attention of Europe.

| remember once Hollywood got obsessed
with making World War 11 moviesin 90s but
when everything was said and done they
moved forward. It's important for Georgian
filmmakersto free their minds from past and
concentrate in present day or better look in
the future. There are a lot of issues that is
important to talk about and make acomment.
Movie camera is a perfect wegpon that can
change people’ smindsand their mentality, so
Georgian moviedirectorsshould usethisforce
they have and trigger it with agood cause.
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SHOCKING

BELARUSIAN |
PRESIDENT
SPEAKS
BELARUSIAN

BY ALYAKSANDRA DYNKO AND CLAIRE BIGG

B

The speech, delivered to a packed audi-
ence ahead of the country’s Independence
Day, wasastartling departure from hislong-
standing habit of belittling the language. It
marksthefirst timein 20 yearsthat theiron-
fisted leader formally addresseshisnationin
Belarusian rather than Russian. The move
has sparked intense speculation in Belarus,
with some commentators suggesting that
Lukashenka is seeking to assert his autono-
my from Russia - a close trading and diplo-
matic ally - in the wake of Moscow’s annex-
ation of Crimeafrom Ukraine.

Belarusian.

elarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka
has stunned his nation by giving a speech...in
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Thetiming -one day before Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin landed in Belarusto teke
part in celebrations marking the 70th anni-
versary onthecountry’sliberation from Nazi
troops - has certainly raised eyebrows.

But Alyaksandr Fiaduta, aformer spokes-
person for Lukashenka, says people
shouldn’t read too much into it.

“One shouldn’t assume that he's turn-
ing his back on Russia,” says Fiaduta, who
parted wayswith Lukashenkain 1995 andis
now a respected political analyst. “He has
his own course.”

Fiaduta actualy wrote the Lukashenka's
first - and until now only - speech in Belaru-
sian, which the newly elected president de-
livered on Independence Day in 1994,

But according to Fiaduta, the intense me-
dia scrutiny that followed had the effect of
deterring L ukashenkafromusing Belarusian.

“Unfortunately, after the Alyaksandr
L ukashenka'sfirst speech in Belarusian, ev-
eryone started analyzing what it meant and
how he performed,” he says. “ After reading
all these comments, he refused to speak Be-
larusian again.”

Since then, Lukashenka has donelittle to
conced his distaste for the language.

“People who speak in Belarusian cannot
do anything other than speak it because you
can't express anything lofty in Belarusian,”
he said in 1994. He went on to describe Be-
larusian as a“poor language’ and hail Rus-
sian and English asthe two only “great lan-
guages.”

The next year, in 1995, he elevated Rus-
sian to the status of a state language, along-
sdeBelarusian, following acontroversial ref-
erendum.

Criticsaccuse L ukashenkaof overseeinga
clampdown on Belarusian language over the
past two decades, with the number of Belaru-
San-language schoolsand publications plum-
meting under his rule. Belarusian has along
history of being frowned upon as a substan-
dardlanguage. In Soviet times, Blarusanwas
regarded as the language of peasants, and
those who sought to climb the social ladder
spoke only Russian, at least in public.

Nowadays, Belarusian is favored mostly
by opposition sympathi zers, nationalists, and
intellectuals. Most other Belarusians tend to
use a hybrid of both languages called “tra-
sianka.”

Lukashenka's historica speechin Belaru-
santhisweek, dthough dightly accented, has
disproved rumorsthat he can’t actually speak
the language. It has nonetheless sparked a
barrage of sarcastic comments online.

Political analyst Fiaduta, however, urges
Belarusiansto be more lenient with L ukash-
enkathistime around.

“Stop joking about the president’s Belaru-
san,” Fadutawroteon Facebook. “Don't scare
him, or dsewe |l havetowait another 20years”

TOP 10 SAFEST COUNTRIES OF THE WORLDTO LIVE IN

BY MIA AUTUMN

very single person dreams to
E find the safest placein the

world for living, since natural
disasters, terrorism, robberies and
massacres made our planet a hell
placeto live. Itishard tofind a
country that satisfies all the criteria
in everyone's mind while declaring a
country as a safest country in the
world. Most people like to live in
peaceful countries with low crime
rate. Crime is widespread almost
everywhere. Every day we seeit on
the news and television. A place with
high prevalent of crime makesit
unsafe to live. Crime may lead to
have anxiety, post-traumatic stress,
physical pain, aswell as loss of
property and even life. Hence, crime
becomes the most important aspect
to state a country as a safe place to
live. In fact, thereare countriesin
the earth that are found to be low in
thecrimerate. In thisarticle, we
framed a list of countriesin the
world with lowest crime rates based
on the statistical analysis of the site
statistic brain. Just take a look on
this post to have an idea about the
top 10 safest countriesin the world:
Japan Taiwan, Hong Kong, South
Korea, United Arab Emirates,
Malta, Luxemburg, Georgia,
Bahrain and Singapore.

Georgia ranks # 9

Georgiais ranking number eight on the
list. Georgia is situated at the junction of
Asiaand Europe. Georgiais a country that
shows the combination of diversity and
uniqueness. The country offers its visitors
Black Seacoastline, curetive climate, nation-
al parks, Caucasus mountain range, mineral
waters, delicious cuisine, rich culture,
UNESCO Heritage Sitesand popul ar Geor-
gian hospitality. Thecrimeratein Georgiais
very low and it makesit as one of the safest
countries in the world. With 19.57 as the
crime variable and 80.43 as the safety rate
variable, Georgia occupiesthe eighth place

inthelist of statistic report of statistic brain.
In addition to the safety measures, the at-
tractions in the county from Thilisi’s old
town architecture to the beaches and night-
life make this as best place to live and at-
tracts more tourists. The establishment of
professional law reduces the overal crime
ratesin the cities of Georgiaand it asoin-
crease the standard of living in the country.
Georgia is now enhancing its tourism po-
tential and offering its full range of attrac-
tion safely to visitors. Based on the investi-
gation, 98 % of Georgianswho took part in
survey commented that they feel very safe

in the Georgia territory. Thus, the country
goes one among the world leaders in the
safety level. In the World Economic Forum
honored the country by providing 34th rank
in the national physical security. Once the
corruption in Georgiawashig annoy for tour-
ist but now it becomes less visible due to
Roserevolution. Now it isreasonable aswell
as safe to trust the police. Georgian police
are patrolling every street in the towns and
citiesregularly; they can help the peoplein
case of any problem.

This page was prepared by NBR
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BY MANANA GABRICHIDZE

“For foreign visitors, Thilisi offersa picture of a
Western city in the East —thisiswhere their
acquaintance with Thilisi starts. | frequently bring
guests from abroad and they return amazed by its
strange beauty and layout — traits that few other big
cities can boast. Some of the visitors have already
purchased homesin Thilisi and spend their vacations
here” — says Lasha Oniani, a Georgian movie director,
who has spend decades living and working in Europe.

“Do you do any shopping when you are
in Thilisi?”

“1 don’t know whether this counts as
shopping, but... | like the sports shop at
Marjanishvili Street; it hasalot of interest-
ing itemsfor sale. | also likethe “Adidas’
shop at Rustaveli Street alot.”

Sports shop “Master Sport”

Evergdag
Special Erotic
Show Programms
with the Best

S’CYLP-DDI WeCers from

Uukraine

50 % plscount for the Entrance

“Does Thilis or any of its
streets remind you of any
foreign cities?”

“Thilisi isavery peculiar
city; what | like about it isthat it
is a Western city, and thus
streaks of the East sit well with
it —motley bathhouses, Islamic
and Jewish architecture create _
an interesting mix when coupled e dll; LINES 4 Tl case. | can also mention “Antre” at Rustaveli and
with European-looking central | B ' : ¥

. streets — Rustaveli and Agh-
Aghmashenebeli Avenue mashenebeli.

“TBILISI IS A WESTERN  |+od *kopaia
CITY, AND THUS
STREAKS OF THE EAST
SIT WELL WITH IT”

“Which of Thilisi’s hotels do you prefer?”

“Hotel “Kopald'. It offersagreat view, espe- :
cialy at dawn, when most of Thilis’smillennia-old sights are at their most stark
display. Then there’'s dso “Radisson Blu”, which allows guests to see the entire
city’s contrast between modernity and antiquity. Its service isvery nice aswell.”

“What about favorite restaurants and cafes?”

“I like“Literature Cafe” at Abashidze street as
well as English Teahouse at Marjanishvili. | worked
at many projects there, at the table by the show-

4 “Four Seasons’ in Saburtalo. As for restaurants,
the onesin Dighomi district are fantastic when it
comes to feasting.

Lasha Oniani “There are parts of Thilisi that exist even abroad.”

with isson Luka “Yes, in the city of Saarbrucken, where | spent decades of my life,
P “Thilisser Platz” exists— asguare dedicated to Thilisi, bearing its
name in both German and Georgian. This city has grown very close
with Thilisi over the course of 35 years... We opened a restaurant
named “ Thilisi” at one of its streetsin 2012, which is yet another
symbol of German-Georgian relationship.

Opemwg from 22:00
d/re/aé Shou d,e/ne/Ba/ml:rw ng/u 8 Lap Dance

Privale Roomy
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... To stay

@ Vedzis

Business class Hotel

Addr: 32 Zovreti str, Thilis

Tel: +995 32 238 86 26/46/56/47

Fax: +9953223386 36

E-mail: info.hotel vedzis @yahoo.com

@ MajegticHotel
Hotel in Isani
Addr: Isani, 58 Atskhuri Str.
Tel: +99532 27762 75; +995 32 274 82 64
Mob: +995593 260102, +995555 260779

@ Irmeni
Hotel in Avlabari District
Addr: 1 Martkopi St. Thilisi
Tel: +99532 277 0466
Fax: +99532277 1466
E-mail: contact@irmeni.ge

@ Hotel Cruise
Hotel Complex
Addr: 75 Beliashvili St. Thilis
Tel: +995 32254 11 03/04 /05/06 /07
Fax: +99532254 1102
E-mail: Hotel cruise@ymail.com

... To eat&drink
GEORGIAN

COUSINE

@ Chashnagiri Restaur antsNetwor k
Two branchesin Thilisi:
1. Thilisi - 2/6 Beliashvili Str.
2. Left bank of Mtkvari River (Gudauta
Street territory)
T: +99555547 47 34

@ Abkhazura
Addr: 14aKsani Str. Thilisi
Tel: +995 322430450
Mob: +9955970377 11

@ AntreBatono
Addr: 1 Khevdzmari Str. Thilis

WORLD
COUSINE

@ Schuchmann WineBar & Restaurant
8goni street, thileli caravansaray,old town
mob;+995 555440901
www.schuchmann-wines.com

@ Clubberry
Lounge bar/club
Addr: 12 Khazbegi Str. Thilis (Vera)
Tel: +995322903021
Mob: +99555541 1558; +99555541 1558

@ FamousRooms
Club/karaoke bar
Addr: 12aAl. Khazbegi Ave. Thilisi
Tel: +995593104333,+995577 1514 77

@ Green Terrace
Bar-restaurant in Vake
Addr: 11 Kekelidzestr. Thilisi
Tel: +99532224 0203
Mob: +995574252211
E-mail: Greenterracell@gmail.com

@ Armazi Palace
Hotel in old district
Addr: 8Armazi Str. Thilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 21 43;
+995 322144062
Mob: +995599 26 14 91,
+9955985582 71
E-mail: armazipa ace@yahoo.com

@ BeaumondeHoté
Hotel on Mtatsminda
Addr: 11 Al. Chavchavadze Str.
Tel: +995 32292 11 72; +995 32 298 60 03
Fax: +9953299 6246
E-mail: info@hotelbeaumonde.com

@ British House
Hotel inVeraDistrict
Addr: 32Belinski St. Thilisi
Tel: +995 32292 39 98; +995 32 298 87 83
Fax: +9953229829 37
E-mail: british-house@internet.ge

@ Corner
Family Hotel
Addr: 12 St. Nicolas Str. Thilis
Tel: +99532296 42 10
Mab: +995591 7077 07
E-mail: info@hotel corner.ge

Mob: +995577 94 14 49
E-mail: antrebatono@yahoo.com

@ Dzvdi Sakhli
Addr: 3 Sanapiro St. Thilis
Tel: +99532292 3497

@Alaverdi
Addr: Aghmashenebeli lane 11th km
Tel: +99532251 6851
Mob: +995 558 660 502; +995 514 02 02
53;+99599570564

@Kalanda
Addr: Theleft coast of Riv. Mtkvari
Mob: +99559317 7107, +995593535394

@ Phaeton
Addr: Beliashvili St. Thilisi

@ Nali
Livemusic
Addr: 4/1 Kiachdli St. Thilisi
Tel: +9953224304 20

@City Time
Bar/lounge
Addr: L eonidze/Machabeli Str. 1/6
Tel: +9953229202 12
Mob: +995557 5656 43; +995 55543 25 26

@ TheHangar
Thilisi’'sGenuineIrish Pub
20 Shavteli Street
2931080
www.thehangar.biz

@ Clasico
Sport bar
Addr: 17 Akhvlediani Str.
Mob: +995 595 2524 23
E-mail: clasicosbh@gmail.com

@ 111
American/European cuisine
Addr: 11/11 G Tabidze Str. Thilisi
Tel: +995322932340

IN TBILISI
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@ MirobelleHotd
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: In front of the main entrance of
holly Trinity Cathedral-Sameba
Tel: +995322774977
Mob: +995568 8889 18; +9955555666 11
E-mail: mirobele@live.com

@ Old Thilis

Overlooking The Mtkvari River

Addr: 27 Ketevan Tsamebuli Ave. Thilisi

Tel: +99532 2773840, +99532 277 3841,
+99532277 3842, +99532 277 3843, +995 32
2773846

Fax: +995322773844

E-mail: hoteloldtbilis @yahoo.com

@ Qerali
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: 8Armazi Str. Thilis
Tel: 499532227 7364; +9953227484 11
Mob: +995593284748; +995551 791771
E-mail: ggeroli @yahoo.com

@ Thilotel
Business & Leisure Hotel
Addr: 8 DaraseliaSt. Thilisi
Tel: +995 32238 78 04; +995 32 238 78 05
E-mail: thilotel @thilotel .ge

Tel: +995322452013
Mob: +995595431020

@ Shemoikhede Genatsvale

Addr: 5Marjanishvili St; 25 Lesdlidze St.
Thilis

Tel: +995 32 291.0005; +995 32 243 96 46
@ Funicular

Addr: Second floor of Funicular complex,
Mtatsminda plateau

Tel: +99532 298 0000

E-mail: info@funicular.ge

@ Tabla
High class restaurant
Addr: 33 Chavchavadze Ave., Thilisi
Tel: +9953226002 85, +99532 26017 17
E-mall: table@icr.ge

G |
N
@ CafeLaFkrance
French cuisine
Addr: 33 1. Chavchavadze Ave., Thilisi
Tel: +995599 038388

@ CafePomodorissmo
Italian Cafe
Addr: 33 1. Chavchavadze Ave, Thilis
Td: +99532 260 15 15; +99532260 17 17

@ Cedar of Lebanon
L ebanese Cuisine
Addr: 2 Machabeli Str. Thilisi
Tel: +9953229844 49
E-mail: cedaroflebanon2012@hotma-

il.com

@Kalina
Slavic Restaurant
Addr: 18 Sh. Dadiani Str.
Tel: +995322990098
Mob: +995595335332

@ Maharajah
Indian Restaurant
Addr: 24 Akhvlediani . Thilisi
Tel: +9953229997 99

@ Bazaleti Palace

Hotel in Ortachala

Addr: 1 GuliaStr. Thilis

Tel: +995322 7250 16; +995 322 7553
66; +995322 755367

E-malil: info@bazaletilake.ge

@ Oriental
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: 17 Makhata Str. Thilisi
Tel: +9953227764 99, +995 3227756 50
Mob: +995577500010
E-mail: hoteloriental.georgia@gmail.com

@ Hote Europe
Hotel in Isani
Addr: Atskhuri Str. 10
Tel: +99532274 9844
Mob: +995551 1847 15
E-mail: eurostandard.v@mail.ru

@ Danismo

Hotel in Avlabari

Addr: Thilisi, 14 Irbakhi str

Td: (+99532) 27766 77,(+995790) 747863

Mob: (+995597) 404041, (+995599) 40
4041, (+995568) 404041

Fax: (+99532) 2776677

E-mail: hotel danismo@gmail.com

@ Barakoni
Livemusic
Addr: D. Aghmashenebeli 13th km.
Tel: 4995322241404
Mob: +99555577 3377
E-mail: restoranibarakoni @gmail.com

@ Keria

Club-Restaurant

Addr: Beliashvili St. Left Bank of Mt-
kavri River.

Tel: +995 32 254 06 82

Mob: +995574437373

E-mail; restoranikeria@mail.ru

@ Mirzaani
Restaurants Network
Addr: 140 Tsereteli Ave. Thilis
E-mall: info@mirzaani.ge

@ VeraSeak House
American Steaks
Addr: 37aKostava St. Thilisi
Tel: +99532298 37 67
Mob: +9955951507 05
E-mail: info@verasteakhouse.ge

@ RiversideBabilo
LiveMusic
Addr: Beliashvili Str. Thilisi
Tel: +99532 2555959
Mob: +995597 116063

@ Macondo
Addr: 12 Qiacheli Str.
Tel: +995322998019

@®VIPTime
Club-restaurant
Addr: Aghmashenebeli lane 13th km.
Mob: +995574 27 28 27; +995 598 59 69
69; +995 59504 47 07

@ City Club
Musical club-restaurant
Addr: 22 Metekhi St. Thilisi
Mob: +995923232 32
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BY TORNIKE KAJRISHVILI
S everal months ago the whole city

M “| want a camel
caravan to walk again
on the Silk Road”

of Thilis started talking about a

foreign tourist and his camel
walking in the Saburtalo Street.
Facebook went ablaze with post
moaning about the fact that an exotic
animal, which we don’t have even in the
200, iswalking freely in central districts
of Thilisi. The photos of the animal nick-
named as the ‘ Camel from Vake' were
spread in the social web but not many
people know the story about how she hit

IS LOOKING FOR A ‘HUSBAND’

Georgia...According to the spread
information, several days ago the camel
attacked a passer-by for the second
time...Now the exotic animal lives on the
hippodrome territory.

— Meet the 14-year-old Chinie — says
Gorhan J TaHaneda, the Swissowner of the
camel inviting me for teain the stable. The
whole 100-meter-long and 50-meter-wide
roofed territory iscompletely utilized by the
foreign traveler. First thing to spot inside the
table is the camel lying on the sand in the
center. The host explains that in the whole
world there are only about one thousand

AND HER MASTER - FOR A WIFE...

animals of this unique species of the two-

The best strip-dancers from

Erotic show Launge-bar European cuisine
VIP guest transportation service

Face Control

Tourists Friendly

e | D A

| ? SHOW GIRLS

i Discount for the entrance
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B “Dueto the sexually active period she needs
a male camel. She gets eadly irritated because
she can’'t satisfy her physiological needs’

Gorhan Ji TaHaneda:

—Duetothesexualy active period sheneeds
amaecame. Shegetseadly irritated because
she can't satisfy her physiologica needs'.

Q. —Isthisthe reason why she attacked
the passers-hy?

A.—No, it wasn't so. Somebody threw a
stone at her and she got angry ...

Q. —1 learnt that she assaulted a man a
couple of days ago...

A.—1"veseen many timesthat peopleare
throwing things at her. Drunk men come of -
tenand throw stonesat me. For several times,
vicious people gave Chinie to eat hot togs
with needles inside and | saved her life...
Once took her out inthe yard, tied her to a
tree and went to a nearby WC. When com-
ing back in about 15 minutes | saw some-
body brandishing a stick. | told him to stop
but hecalled thepatral ... Thishappened three
weeks ago. According to the spread rumors|
was madeto pay finebut it'salie. | can sue
that man for insultingmy camel...

It wasn’'t my aim to settlein Georgia. I'd

i "';" -
TG

humped camel. As Gorhan was preparing tea
| spokewith Akim, hisGeorgian friend:

Gorhan is 56 years old. He was born in
one of the Gipsy camps in Switzerland. He
saysthat the lust for roaming isin hisgenes.

He began ‘invasion’ of the Silk Road 24
years ago and pitched a tent in every coun-
try through which the Road passed. He has
aready visited 38 countries, Georgia being
the 39th. Soon it will be two years since he
arrived in Georgia. Gorhan has been bringing
up Chinie since her young days. Their jour-
ney started from Turkmenistan. After along
trip they arrived in Georgia. He wanted to
take her to Astrakhan where the two-humped
camelslive but heisn't alowed on the Rus-
santerritory. It'saready oneyear sincehe’'s
been in this stable; before that, together with
his animals (Gorhan has goats, hens, dogs
and cats), helived under the open skies, even
in winter. Then we asked some peopleto let
himlivehere.

Gorhan isapsychologist and veterinari-
an. After three marriages he has seven chil-
dren. Hemet all histhreewivesin different
countries. Now he'slooking for a Georgian
lady. Whilethe Swisstraveler islooking for
a Georgian wife, the ‘Camel from Vake' is
accused of attacking the people for the sec-
ond time. Gorhan is explaining that at the
moment Chinie has the mating period and
sheisabitirritated... Heislooking for her
match in other countries because sheisthe
only camel in Georgiabut thisis connected
with high expenses and the traveler can’t
affordit.

B /

M “For the second time
‘Chini€’ is accused of attack-
ing the people’

liketo addresskind people—my maingoal is
to revive the caravan rout of the Silk Road; |
want Georgia to be the center of caravanse-
rai. All thisisconnected with finances, com-
prising reproduction and taming of camels
and many other issues. | want to see camel
caravan on the Silk Road again. But before
that | haveto deal with the problem connect-
edwith Chinie.

I’d like to address every philanthropist to
financethe Silk Road revival project and help
mebuy amalecamel for my Chinie.

If nothing comes out of it here, I'll take
Chinieto Azerbaijan and get amaethere. *

Since coming to Georgia three members
were added to Gorhan’s animals. The name
of oneof thegoatsisGeorgian‘Gelodi’. The
dog Bobi, cock Kikliko, camel Chinie and
now goat Gelody areinseparablefriends. The
wooden cart that is the only means for the
‘animal camp’ to go from country to country
is at present the owner’s bedroom. The cart
isso heavy that it can be drawn only by two
camels. Gorhan had two camels but three
years ago, in Turkey, the 28-year-old two
humped camel died...

A representative of the species that are
on the verge of extinction is having hard
times. To find amale camel is of utmost im-
portance for her.
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BANKS& BUSINESSORGANIZATIONS RIDERBAR ‘IMEDI L' INSURANCE COMPANY HONORARY CONSULATE
BANK CONSTANTA SANTAFE - MEXICAN RESTAURANT 1C GROUP INSURANCE COMPANY KINGDOM OF DENMARK HONORARY
WORLD BANK WHEELS-IRISH BEERBAR ALDAGI BCI INSURANCE COMPANY CONSULATE
BANK REPUBLIK NOSTALGIABAR DEVELOPMENT SOLUTION KINGDOM OF SWEDEN - EMBASSY
CARTU BANK CHABA' SJAZZ-ROCK BAR RAKEEN (BUILDING COMPANY) SWEDEN HONORARY CONSULATE
TBCBANK CAFE FAHRENHEIT BRITISH CENTRE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS
BANK OF GEORGIA BEERHOUSE AECOM CONSULTANCY COMPANY - EMBASSY
PROCREDITBANK TOUCANBAR AVISCARRENT CENTER LATVIAREPUBLIC - EMBASSY
BAS SBANK PROFILE CAFE SYNERGY GROUP LITHUANIAREPUBLIC -
VTBBANK ‘DUNA’ CAFE AVERS EMBASSY & CONSULATE
HSBC BANK GEORGIA RESTAURANT ‘ KARTULI" [Fs? NORWAY HONORARY CONSULATE
HALYK BANK RESTAURANT BELLEVILLE BELAVIA AIRWAYS PHILIPPINES- HONORARY CONSULATE
LIBERTYBANK NEWBAR BMI (BRITISH MIDLAND INTERNATIONAL) POLICE DELEGATION OF
ZIRAAT BANK CAFE ‘' VERGNANO' AIRZENA THE REPUBLIC OF FRANCE
TAO PRIVATE BANK MCDONALDS LUFTHANSA REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA -EMBASSY
KOR STANDARD BANK RESTAURANT ‘LOST PARADISE' AZERBAIJANIAN AIRLINES & CONSULATE
GEORGIAN-ISRAELI BUSNESSCHAMBER PROSPERO' SBOOKS UKRAINIAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES REPUBLIC OF FRANCE - EMBASSY
GRDC COMPANY RESTAURANT ‘ TAI HOUSE' TURKISH AIRLINES & CONSULATE
EURAS AFUND CAFE ‘NEAR OPERA KAZAKHSTANAIRLINES REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY - EMBASSY
WISSOL CAFE‘SALVE' CZECH AIRLINES REPUBLIC OF POLAND - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
ROMEPTROL PUR-PUR CAFE-RESTAURANT NATIONAL AIRWAYS REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES- CONSULATE
SOCAR ELITETEAHOUSE LUTECIA REPUBLIC OF TURKEY - EMBASSY
BTA BANK CAFE-RESTAURANT ‘LA COOL BEAUTY SALOON ‘STUDIO SALOON' ROMANIA - EMBASSY & CONSULATE

CAFE‘'8,1/2 GDALCO SPAIN HONORARY CONSULATE
HOTELS PREGO PIZZERIA ALIONI 99 STATE OF ISRAEL - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
HOLIDAY Inn. CAFE'KALA ‘GEPRA’ CONSULTING GROUP SMSSCONFEDERATION - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
HOTEL CITADINES TAPASBAR CELLER UKRAINE - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
SHERATON METECHI PALACE CAFE BARNUMBER ONE - CAUCASUSONLINE 8-07 UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
COURTYARD MARRIOTT COFFEE HOUSE - CAFFEINE NOKIACENTRE NORTHERN IRELAND - EMBASSY
TBILIS MARRIOTT FAGOT BAR ‘WINE WORLD’ USA- EMBASSY & CONSULATE
RADISSONBLU SHARDEN 12 - BAR ‘NABADI’" (THEATRE) FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
HOTEL ' SYMPATHY NBAR SOROSFOUNDATION EU SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FORTHE SOUTH-CAUCASUS
HOTEL VARAZI MARAKESH BAR BOOK HOUSE VATICAN (THEHOLLY SEE)
BRITISH HOUSE MARAKESH EXPRESS UGT SALFORD REPRESENTATION IN GEORGIA
HOTEL VILLA HANGARBAR CHF INTERNATIONAL BRITISH COUNCIL (CULTURAL DEPARTMENT)
HOTEL BOMOND CAFE'KONKA' E WORD EUROPEAN UNION REPRESENTATION
‘BETS’ LITERARY CAFE VIATRAVELS EUROPEAN UNION BC PROGRAM
PRIMA VERA PIPE CAFE LEVON TRAVEL AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN GEORGIA
HOTEL VERE PALACE CHINATOWN RESTAURANT PEACE CORPS BRITISH COUNCIL
VIPVICTORIA SHARDEN MUSIC BAR AVON COMPANY SAVE THE CHILDREN
AMBASSADOR RESTAURANT ‘ SOLOLAKI GATE’ GALLERY'SHARDEN' UNITED NATIONSASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA
KOPALA CAFE ‘ALDO BERNARDI’ GALLERY‘HOBI’ UNICEF - UNITED NATIONSCHILDREN' SFUND
NEWKOPALA RESTAURANT ‘IN VINO VERITAS TOYOTAKAVKASA UNRHC - UNITED NATIONSHIGH COMMISSIONER FORREFUGEES
OLD METECHI DECO STOP RESTAURANT TOYOTATAXIES EURAS A PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION
OLD TBILIS BAR-RESTAUIRANT ‘BOMONDI” ASTRA PARK - CARTING EVERY CHILD - BRITISH CHARITY ORGANIZATION
HOTEL OLD DISTRICT OLD LONDON PUB APM ABAROL

HOTEL D’'PLAZA
HOTEL ISTANBUL

GREEN BAR
JOHN SLLVER BAR

TBILIS BAIRON SCHOOL
STATEUNIVERSTY OF

NATIONAL DEMOCRATICINSTITUTE
NORWEGIAN REFUGEESUNION

‘BOMOND GRANDE'’ PANORAMA CAFE ILIACHAVCHAVADZE OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENDER (OMBUDSMAN) OF GEORGIA
HOTEL 'CRUISE’ AL MAGRIPH CAFE SCIENTIFIC-RESEARCH INSTITUTE RED CROSSINTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

TBILOTEL JUST 12 GEORGIAN-AMERICAN UNIVERSI TY WHO - WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

GPM KAPAN BAR "ARABICA" KATONI & COMPANY GEORGIAN YOUNG LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

HOTEL KMM BAR "CAIRO" BEELINE EURAS A PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION

HOTEL zP RESTAURANT "OLD METEKHI® GEOCELL UNITED NATIONSDEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

HOTEL SHARDEN CAFE "KGB' MAGTI GEORGIAN PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICINE DEVELOPMENT FUND
CITYHOTEL CAFE BAR "19° MOBITALLTD GENDERDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

TIFLISPALACE CAFE "PARNAS® TELAS FUND OF CAUCASUS

HOTEL DIPLOMAT RESTAURANT "TAN TSAIGE" AIR BATUMI SOCO - CHARITY FUND

HOTEL ‘DAVID’ CAFE BAR '"NERO" HORIZONT

HOTEL ARGOPALACE RESTAURANT "DOWN TOWN' EMBASS ESCOUNSULATES GEORGIA - ELADA -

RESTAURANT "SEIDABAD"

&DIPLOMATICREPRESENTATIONS

GEORGIAN-GREEK RELATIONSDEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION

CAFE-BARS RESTAURANTS RESTAURANT “PICASD’ DUTY FREE ALIANCE GEORGIAN PARLIAMENT ADMINISTRATION
. . RESTAURANT "SIAN GAN' AMERICAN CHAMBER OF TBILIS CITYHALL - STAFF

RESPURANI RIS CAFE ATSTECA COMMERCE IN GEORGIA MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SPORTLAND CAFE CAFE BAR ‘CORNERS ITALIAN EMBASSY & CONSULATE MINISTRY OF FINANCE

CASABLANKA CAFE CAFE BAR 'NERO' CZECH REPUBLIC- MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

RESTAURANT GIOSTAN RESTAURANT "PIANO" EMBASSY, CONSULATE

TEPSHESBI ‘GOLD FISH' RESTAURANT CHINESE PEOPLE’ SREPUBLIC EMBASSY BATUMI

TASTE OF INDIA
RESTAURANT VERA STEAK HOUSE

‘PAETONI" RESTAURANT
‘FILINI RESTAURANT

BRAZILIAN EMBASSY
ESTONIA - EMBASSY, CONSULATE

INTOURIST PALACE HOTEL
SHERATON PALACE HOTEL

‘ACID’ BAR RESTAURANT "MAIDAN' FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY - RADISSON BLU HOTEL
ccﬁFFEIéA;E)ENEsl RESTAURANT “SENATE' EMBASSY & CONSULATE PRESIDENT PLAZA HOTEL

‘“TYSKVILI’ RESTAURANT GREECE REPUBLIC - EMBASSY ERA PALACE HOTEL
CARECORREEGE & CONSULATE HOTEL ‘ALIK’
RESTAURANTLE MARI OTHERCOMPANIES IRAN IS_LAMIC REPUBLIC - EMBASSY HOTEL ‘ISTANBUL'
CAFEDISCOVERY ARCHIL KHOMASURIDZE INSTITUTE B ORI HIOTEL RE UL ViILLES
CAFE SEGAFREDO OF REPRODUCTOLOGY |RAQREPUBLIC - EMBASSY EIOTEL N
CAFE‘ROTONDA' BODY IMAGE- COSVMETOLOGY BB HIOTTEL ‘SIS
‘MAHARAJA -INDIAN RESTAURANT AND MASSAGE RN Y EAGEY

SANCHO - SPANISH RESTAURANT

GPI INSURANCE COMPANY

KINGDOM OF BELGIUM -

TURKISH AIRWAYS
MINISTRY OF TOURISVI OF ADJARA

DAILY UPDATED
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AUTOBILD'S AUTO STOP JOURNEY FROM TBILISI TO BATUI\/II

“1000 kilometers in Georgia — this is the name of a new rubric, the
premiereof whichwill beintheAugustissueof TheAUTO BUILD Geor-
gia. The new rubric unites two rubrics— Test and Reportage. Theideais
that an automobile test should be more interesting and engaging — that's
why we decided to travel in different parts of Georgia by this or that car,
share our impressions about the car and tell you interesting stories from
different parts of our country.

?M, .?M’
R estawrant & Lowunge

Working hours from 12pm to 2am.
Special lunch menus!

" g

Tbileli Str, GudlcsthIl '&Nen Tel: (995 32) 247 77.76 Cel: 574441212 e-mail: |nfo@purpur ge

L) @
Jasmin Thai Massage
THAI MASSAGE - 1 HOUR - 50 GEL
OIL MASSAGE - 1 HOUR - 60 GEL
AROMA MASSAGE - 1 HOUR - 75 GEL

'/BACK AND SHOULDERS

Outside service - 100 GEL

&) \GE -
/j’ff.;. INASSAGE - 1] HOUR 70 GEL
BAGKVAIND, SHIGUIIDERSIAAS SA

MASSAGE - 1 HOUR - 50 GEL
FOOT MASSAGE - 1 HOUR - 50 GEL

BANKOK THAI MASSAGE

| ROYAL THAI MASSAGE
THAI MASSAGE
JIL MASSAGE
] 7 AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE
IRGS WF ) g = ROYAL MASSAGE

2HOUR-110G
1HOUR - 50 GEL
1HOUR - 60 GEL
1HOUR - 70 GEL
1HOUR -60 GEL
ACK AND SHOULDERS MASSAGE 1HOUR - 50 GEL

FOOTMASSAGE. ... 1HOUR-

. Hotel &Ijerwcex Wur 80- 9

o

’.LI'I" %J; _ ’

We have chosen Adjara for the rubric premiere as thisregion is very
popular in August. Asfor the first automobile by which we covered 1000
kilometers, itisaFord mini-van - Ford B-Max.

On 5 July, wefilled the Ford B-Max luggage boot with new and old
copies of TheAUTO BUILD and Georgian Journal and went to Batumi.
We had decided to take every passenger traveling by auto stop if only we
could accomodate. Therewereforeignerstoo—for example, Danish tour-
istsfrom Kutais Airport, for whom it wastheir first visitin Georgia. We
took them in Batumi. We talked about cars, the magazineAUTO BUILD
whichisasoissuedin Denmark (AUTO BILD Denmark) and of course,
about Georgia. We gave them an English newspaper Georgian Journal, by
means of which they will receiveinteresting information about Georgia,”
said ShalvaBuachidze, the Editor-in-chief of TheAUTO BUILD Georgia.

Old Metekhi

Georgian-European
™ Recstaurant with Live
| musiceveryday/
| saxofone(in caseof
| banquetsand weddings
additional singersare
available)

3 Metekhi slope, Thilisi
| Tel: +995 32 274 74 07
Mob: +9955 93 23 07 88

~«( Don Gjiuseppe

Classic Italian Restaurant Special

! Italian Chef Gjiuseppe Staiano
| 13, Mosashvili Street
Tel: 224 47 27

Down Town S .
DownTown Addr: Addr: Mosashvili Sr. 24,
European Restaur ant Tk 250 87 189

Addr: 7 Tabidze Sr ISSN 1987 - 5096

T W

7719871509008
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