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Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili: All European
Leaders Confirm Support for Georgia’s Candidate Status

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili
spoke to journalists about his par-
ticipation in the third summit of the Eu-
ropean Political Union (EPC) in the
Spanish city of Granada. He said that

he has received confirmation from all Eu-
ropean leaders that they will support
Georgia’s candidacy for European Union
membership.

“T also had important bilateral meet-
ings with European leaders. I similarly
briefed them on this progress and received
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confirmation from all European leaders
that they will support Georgia’s candi-
date status.

I also conveyed to them that if the coun-
try does not receive this status, it would
be absolutely incomprehensible. It would
be an insult to our Georgian people, and

it would be undeserved—a further at-
tempt to oppress the country or treat it
unfairly,” Gharibashvili said.

According to the Prime Minister, Geor-
gia is ahead of the countries that have
been granted the status of a candidate
country for EU membership and reiter-
ated that granting candidacy status is a
‘political’ decision.

“I don’t want to reiterate that our coun-
try is ahead of those that currently hold
candidate status. Furthermore, as you
know, in many areas, our achievements
even surpass those of active European
Union members. So, I prefer not to dwell
on that any further. Of course, we ac-
knowledge that the decision and its ra-
tionale may be based on merit, but the
key point is our awareness that thisis a
political decision.

I'll reiterate once more, when the sta-
tus was granted to Moldova, Ukraine, and
Bosnia-Herzegovina, but not to Georgia,
that speaks volumes. Take any measure
of performance, whether it’s our achieve-
ments in various areas or the performance
of the mentioned countries in those same
areas, and compare. If we're discussing
merit, from a political perspective, it is
certainly justifiable, and it should indeed
be a political decision. That’s why I con-
tinue to emphasize that yes, this is a po-
litical decision,” stated Gharibashvili.

By Liza MCHEDLIDZE

ussia is planning to estab-

lish a new permanent mili-
tary and naval base in the occu-
pied region of Abkhazia, along
the Black Sea coast. An agree-
ment for this purpose has al-
ready been signed between Rus-
sia and the separatist regime of
Abkhazia. Aslan Bzhania, the de
facto president of occupied
Abkhazia, revealed this during
an interview with the Russian
publication ‘Izvestia’, following
his meeting with Vladimir Putin
on October 4.

According to Bzhania, the
naval base will soon be estab-
lished in Ochamchire.

“On our national holiday, a
small missile ship arrived, and
we boarded it; it’s a highly mod-
ern vessel with significant com-
bat capabilities. We've signed an
agreement, and in the near fu-
ture, there will be a permanent
Russian navy base in the
Ochamchire region,” stated
Bzhania.

Bzhania also noted, “Military-
technical cooperation between
Moscow and Sokhumi aims to
enhance the defense capabilities
of both Russia and Abkhazia.”

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Georgia has responded to
the upcoming establishment of
a Russian military base in occu-
pied Abkhazia by calling on the
Russian Federation to respect its
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Georgian Government Responds to
Reports About Russian Military Base
Establishment in Occupied Abkhazia
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international obligations, fulfill
the cease-fire agreement con-
cluded on August 12, 2008, and
cease the illegal occupation of the
integral regions of Georgia.
“We express concern regard-
ing the statements made by the
Russian occupation regime in
Sokhumi about the placement of
an additional Russian military
base on the occupied territories
of Georgia and the inclusion of
the indivisible Abkhazia region
of Georgia in the integration pro-
cesses initiated by Russia.
These actions represent a
gross violation of the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Geor-
gia and constitute another pro-
vocative attempt to legitimize the
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Reports About Russian Military Base
Establishment in Occupied Abkhazia

illegal occupation of the
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali re-
gions.

The international community
strongly supports the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity
of Georgia. We call on the Rus-
sian Federation to respect its
international obligations, fulfill
the cease-fire agreement con-
cluded on August 12, 2008,
through the mediation of the
European Union, and cease the

illegal occupation of Georgia’s
indivisible regions,” The Foreign
Ministry’s statement reads.

Prime Minister of Georgia,
Irakli Gharibashvili, also ad-
dressed the establishment of a
Russian military base in occu-
pied Abkhazia. According to
him, this is a continuation of the
occupation.

“Ibriefed European leaders on
the information reported this
morning. As you are aware, it has

been revealed that Russia is plan-
ning to construct a third military
base on our territory, specifically
a naval base, without our con-
sent. This constitutes a direct
result of the ongoing occupation
and is unquestionably a continu-
ation of that occupation.
Naturally, we perceive this
decision as illegal. I told them
that it makes this situation even
worse, which comes with the
occupation. Everyone knows

very well that Georgia is, and I
described our situation strongly,
that we are in a very specific
situation, since a significant part
of the country’s territory is oc-
cupied, and taking into account
all this, the country is able to
develop, advance, and reform in
such a way as to maintain peace
and stability. It really needs flex-
ibility and we really have some-
thing to say in this direction,”
Prime Minister said.
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Constitutional Court
Completes Review of
Georgian Dream
Submission on
President’s Alleged
Constitution Violation

The Constitutional Court has

completed the substantive re-
view of the Parliament mem-
bers’ submissions related to the
alleged Constitution violation by
the President. The court will sub-
mit its report to the Parliament
by October 14.

“We have read a lot of unde-
served criticism on social media.
Some politicians and non-politi-

cians express their opinions pre-

maturely, but it is better to wait
for the court’s decision first,” the
Chairman of the Constitutional
Court Merab Turava stated.

The Plenum of the Constitu-
tional Court must prepare a re-
port on whether the President
violated the Constitution by vis-
iting Germany, France, and Bel-
gium without government con-
sent.

If the Constitutional Court
concludes that the President vio-
lated the Constitution, Parlia-
ment will vote on her impeach-
ment, which requires 100 votes.
The plenum discussed the con-
stitutional proposal for three
days,”

Citizens Rally in Protest
Against ‘Tent Law’ at
Parliament

Citizens gathered near the
parliament building to protest
the ‘Tent Law’.

The organizers of the protest
are members of the movement
Talga and Students for the Eu-
ropean Future. They assert,
that “the Russian government
will not be allowed to pass an-
other Russian law.”

According to one of the activ-
ists, the Georgian Dream decided
to tighten the remaining space
of the protest and that this law
is ‘identical’ to the law passed by

Viktor Yanukovych in 2014.
From their perspective, the
Georgian government identifies
itself with the same regime.
The Parliament considers the
draft law of the Georgian
Dream, according to which the
setting up of tents and other tem-
porary constructions at rallies is
restricted in an accelerated man-
ner. On October 4, the deputies
took the bill at the first reading.

Eastern Partnership mayors convene in Batumi,
Georgia, to shape the cities of tomorrow

ore than 200 participants

from Eastern Partnership
cities have convened in Batumi,
Georgia, for a two-day urban fo-
rum, organised by the Director-
ate-General for Neighbourhood
and Enlargement Negotiations
(DG NEAR) of the European
Commission, UNDP and part-
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ners. It takes place on 4 and 5
October.

The Future-Fit Cities forum
focused on tackling complex
municipal issues by building
green, inclusive and resilient cit-
ies capable of leveraging public-
private finances to boost growth
and innovation.

The discussions addressed
critical issues, including leader-
ship challenges and financial
sustainability. Participants, in-
cluding Eastern Partnership
mayors, had the opportunity to
accelerate their knowledge and
expand their partnership net-

work within the Mayors for Eco-
nomic Growth M4EG) commu-
nity and beyond.

Lejla Sadiku, Knowledge and
Innovation team leader at the
UNDP Istanbul Regional Hub,
told the forum that cities were
the engines driving global pros-
perity but also bore the weight
of 75% of resource consumption
and 60-80% of greenhouse gases.

The M4EG Facility draws on
the Mayors for Economic Growth
Initiative, launched and funded
by the European Union (EU) in
2017. Since 2021, the EU-funded
M4EG Facility has been man-
aged by UNDP in close coopera-
tion with the EU, local authori-
ties and a range of partners.
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