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The role of Theatre for Young Audiences in the

twentieth and twenty-first centuries; Repertory problems

Summary

In the present research, we try to discuss and analyze the history, development, and
contemporaneity of professional Theatres for children and youth, or Theatre for Young Audiences in
several European countries (Sweden, Italy, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.), the United States, the Soviet
Union, and post-Soviet Russia, as well as in Georgia, also the repertoire politics and the role of these
theaters in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Historically, children's theaters simultaneously
emerged in Europe, the USA, and the Russia/Soviet Union in the first decade of the twentieth century,
although they underwent very different stages of development, which are discussed in the corresponding
chapters of the paper.

Today, we - the researchers and theatre makers ask ourselves many questions — what is the role
of youth theatre today? Where is the line between art and education? Is it necessary to make special
performances for educational purposes or a commercially profitable show? How did the current social,
political, or economic changes in the country affect the children's theater? Is theatre entertainment or
education? How did theatres form their repertoire policy in various countries? What are the main
problems in contemporary theatre for children and youth? What main changes have taken place in the
repertoire of youth theaters over the last century, and what trends are we dealing with in the 21st
century? - And many more. In this paper, I have tried to analyze the abovementioned issues in detail on
the example of youth theaters in different countries.

Unfortunately, in Georgia, there is no proper research related to youth theater, and this paper is
one of the first steps in this direction. At this stage, we have no scientific research in Georgia, where
we will see what effect theatrical art has on adolescents at a certain age, and to what extent it develops
the child's psyche, critical and artistic thinking, and perception of life. We do not know what impact
theater has on children and adolescents; there is no scientifically proven opinion that a child should or
should not attend a theatrical performance for one reason or another. Also, we do not actually have
thorough, professional scientific research specifically on the history of the Georgian Children and Adult
Audience Theater.

As there is no scientific literature on children's / adolescent theaters in Georgian yet, in the
research process | have translated and analyzed the theoretical works of foreign researchers and
directors; 1 mostly relied on video recordings of performances, video and written interviews, a
theoretical thesis of children theater researchers and practitioners, archival materials posted on the
websites of specific children's theaters, and etc. While working on the topic, I mainly used comparative
and socio-cultural analysis, qualitative and inductive and deductive methods, and the principle of

historicism.



The research process of European, American, Soviet, post-Soviet Russian, and Georgian youth
theaters revealed several interesting factors, which are analyzed in detail in the corresponding chapters.
The history and development of each theater discussed are individual and conditioned by the political,
social, economic situation, and historical or artistic preconditions of the correspondent country. In many
developed countries, youth theater is the most important educational, social and artistic institution,
however in some countries, on the contrary, the state doesn’t pay big attention- in such cases the theaters
are forced to work on commercially profitable projects, go for artistic compromises and thus hinder or
stop the creative development.

Despite different historical, political, social, and economic circumstances, the world’s youth
theaters have much in common: lack of competent staff, organizational difficulties, lack of children's
drama and the resulting repertoire problems, financial and creative contradictions, and many more.
This present work is the first attempt to research and analyze youth and adolescent theater in modern
Georgian theater studies. I hope my research will become a kind of the impetus for more researchers,
directors, actors, and playwrights to become interested in children’s theater, as this is exactly the field

of theatrical art where theory and practice are probably most closely related.
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