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The President of Georgia
Salome Zourabishvili has

been meeting with the represen-
tatives of the opposition in the
Orbelian Palace.

After the meeting with the
president, the leader of the Citi-
zens party, deputy Aleko
Elisashvili, said that
Zourabishvili does not rule out
her impeachment.

“Of course, we talked about
the expected impeachment of the
president. I would like to tell you
that the president herself does
not rule it out and considers it
absolutely realistic that it might
happen. She has clearly thought
about what to do next and it was
nice to hear it. She has a fairly
systematic vision of what to do
in case of impeachment,” said
the politician.

“Even if they torture me, I will
still not support impeachment,
but based on my experience, I
am sure that Fridon Injia will
support it, and if anyone does, it
will be the National Movement.”

Ana Tsitlidze, a member of the
United National Movement -
Strength in Unity faction, said af-
ter meeting with Zourabishvili that
the president is not worried about
the issue of impeachment. Accord-
ing to Tsitlidze, the National Move-
ment will not support the impeach-
ment of Salome Zurabishvili.

“First of all, the conversation
with the president was about the
status of the candidate, this is

Georgia’s President Discusses Impeachment
and Candidate Status with Opposition

the first and most important is-
sue that worries the president of
Georgia more than impeach-
ment (which was revealed in the

conversation).”
“I can say one thing - our po-

sition on impeachment is this:
we do not support it. Moreover,

to ensure the issue of impeach-
ment, we can do something very
simple - when the issue of im-
peachment is put on the voting

agenda, no member of the oppo-
sition should enter the session
hall and thus exclude all specu-
lations,” Tsitlidze stated.
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The Special Investigation Ser
vice announced the case of

Misha Mshvildadze, one of the
owners of Formula TV Com-
pany, as closed.

Mshvildadze’s lawyer Eduard
Marikashvili says that the SIS
ended the investigation with no
result, adding that the victim
was not shown the fundamen-
tally important footage for the
case, the investigation also did
not take into account the evi-
dence that the media obtained as
part of the journalistic investi-
gation. Mshvildadze may con-
tinue the dispute in the
Strasbourg court.

Msvildadze himself notes that
the involvement of the State Se-
curity Service in the case was
established within the frame-
work of the journalistic investi-
gation, but despite this, the in-
vestigation was still not con-

Case of Formula TV Company Owner’s Assault
Closed by Special Investigation Service

ducted properly.
Other government agencies

cooperating with the investiga-
tion were very selective in try-
ing to obtain evidence during this
time - that is, they had to obtain
everything except what was im-
portant. It seemed that they
would find something, but none
of the cameras showed the time
or the car.

“The fact that the State Secu-
rity Service was involved in this
case was so clear, they were seen
walking on the tapes. All the
structures are lying right now.
Unfortunately, what was easily
predicted in autocratic rule, hap-
pened,” said Mshvildadze.

Misha Mshvildadze, one of the
founders of Formula TV, was
attacked and physically as-
saulted by an unknown person
on June 27. The Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs is conducting an
investigation under Article 126
of the Criminal Code, which re-
fers to violence.

On July 5, Formula published
a piece, stating that Giorgi
Mumladze, an investigator of the
State Security Service, was one
of the organizers of the attack
on Mshvildadze.
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Weather

Wednesday, September 13

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 23°C

Night  Partly Cloudy

Low: 12°C

Thursday, September 14

Day Clear
High: 24°C

Night  Clear
Low: 13°C
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BY MALKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

For the first time in the his
tory of Georgia, the ruling

political force Georgian Dream
has started the process of im-
peachment of President Salome
Zourabishvili, accusing her of
violating the constitution, al-
though the representatives of the
ruling power themselves admit
that they will not be able to
achieve this goal.

Now experts and politicians
are trying to find out why the
Georgian Dream took this step
and what political consequences
the started process will have.

The Georgian Dream, after
collecting more than 50 signa-
tures required for impeachment,
will challenge the decision of the
Constitutional Court on whether
the Constitution has been vio-
lated or not. Constitutionalists
and politicians could not agree
on who violated the Constitution.
According to Article 51, Clause
‘A’ of the Constitution of Geor-
gia, the President can make of-
ficial visits and make agree-
ments only with the permission
of the Government, and the Gov-
ernment did not give the Presi-
dent the right to travel to EU
countries. Zurabishvili’s team’s
answer to this is simple - Salome
Zourabishvili is on a private visit
to EU countries, and the
government’s permission is not
required for this.

According to Article 78 of the
Constitution, the governmental
structures of Georgia are obliged
to do everything for the integra-
tion of Georgia into the Euro-
Atlantic structures. The purpose
of Salome Zurabishvili’s Euro-
pean tour was to lobby for grant-
ing Georgia a candidate for EU
membership. That is, Salome
Zurabishvili acted in accordance
with Article 78 of the Constitu-
tion.

The explanation of the lead-
ers of the Georgian Dream is also
interesting. On the question of
why they didn’t allow
Zourabishvili to go on an official
visit to the EU countries, they
claim the goal of the President
of Georgia was to prevent Geor-
gia from getting candidate sta-
tus.

This is how they explained

Impeachment Unveiled: Georgia’s Political
Turmoil Amid Western Diplomacy

their actions to the citizens of
Georgia, but how convincing it
is for Georgia’s Western part-
ners, whom Zurabishvili is talk-
ing to, is another matter. On the
contrary, after the Russian at-
tack on Ukraine, the leaders of
the ruling team made various
anti-Western statements, unlike
Salome Zurabishvili. Therefore,
in the West, Salome
Zurabishvili is a more accept-
able representative of the Geor-
gian government than the Prime
Minister, the Speaker of the Par-
liament, or any party leader of
the Georgian Dream party.

Moreover, unlike all these
people, Salome Zurabishvili has
a high degree of legitimacy, be-
cause she was elected by popu-
lar vote.

The open conflict between the
representatives of the govern-
ment reminded everyone of the
2018 presidential elections when
Bidzina Ivanishvili and the lead-
ers of Georgian Dream person-
ally did everything to elect
Zurabishvili as the president.
Prior to the second round,
Zourabishvili’s billboards al-
ready featured Bidzina

Ivanishvili and the ruling party
team who have started the pro-
cess of the president’s impeach-
ment.

Disagreement between the
president and Georgian Dream
emerged after the start of the
war in Ukraine. The president
has made and continues to make
statements in support of
Ukraine, he has never criticized
Western partners, and in the
current government of Georgia,
she is the only one who embod-
ies the orientation towards the
West, which is also declared by
the country’s constitution.

The part of the opposition,
that remembers Salome
Zourabishvili’s earlier pro-Rus-
sian statements, for example,
about how “Georgia started the
2008 war”, still does not believe
in her oppositionist appearances.

Zourabishvili never criticized
Bidzina Ivanishvili after his
switching to behind-the-scenes.
That’s why they believe that the
president’s pro-Western state-
ments are approved by Ivanihvili
and that their purpose is to pre-
vent the Georgian billionaire from
possible sanctions from the West.

However, in Georgian politics,
they do not like to be reminded
of the past. What holds signifi-
cance is the present persona of
the politician. Today, Salome
Zurabishvili enjoys great au-
thority in the West, and the dis-
cussion on the impeachment of
the Georgian Dream increased
her support.

Before the parliamentary elec-
tions of 2024, the Georgian pro-
Western opposition may wel-
come a unifying leader, who can
hardly be blamed by anyone for
their connection with the United
National Movement.

Saakashvili’s party has a solid
electorate in the pro-Western
part of society, but, as noted,
Saakashvili and his party are
not acceptable to the entire pro-
Western segment, which consti-
tutes a large majority of the elec-
torate.

Today, many are discussing
whether the Georgian Dream
will be able to bring the im-
peachment process to an end.
100 votes are needed in the par-
liament to remove the president
from office. The Georgian Dream
together with its open allies col-

lects 84 votes. They might have
to try for 16 votes in the opposi-
tion part of the parliament. The
Georgian Dream claims that it
does not intend to do this, but
past experience shows that the
Georgian Dream can make a deal
with the opposition, and they do
not rule out this possibility.

For the first time in the Ger-
man media appeared the version
that the United National Move-
ment is asking Zourabishvili to
pardon Saakashvili, in exchange
for not supporting her impeach-
ment. The United National
Movement rejects such trade
with Zourabishvili while reiter-
ating that President Saakashvili
must be pardoned. Zourabishvili
has stated several times that she
would never do this.

The further development of
events will significantly depend
on whether Georgia receives the
candidate status or not. Receiv-
ing this status, according to a
number of experts, will actually
allow the Georgian Dream to
declare it as an achievement and
use it for election purposes.

In case the country isn’t
granted the candidate status,
the government will blame the
opposition and the West, explain-
ing that Georgia refused to open
a ‘second front’ and will continue
to move towards Russia and
China more actively.


