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At the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Georgia is a combination of uniqueness and diversity.

Although a small country, you can find here the Caucasus Mountain range, Black Sea coastline,
curative climate and mineral waters, national parks and UNESCO Heritage Sites, ancient history,
diverse culture and traditions, delicious cuisine, rich wine culture and last but not least,
our world-famous Georgian hospitality. 3
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Georgia has more to offer than any other country of its
size in the world, so what is it like to visit?

Itis aland of contrasts at the crossroads of East and West
For thousands of years traders and adventurers have vis-
ited via the historic Silk Road, their legacy remains today
sounds and monuments, including many
UNESCO heritage sites

From the architecture of Tbilis's Old Town to the vine-
yards of Kakheti; from the ancient stone towers of Svaneti
to the beaches and nightlife of Batumi, there is something
nspiring and exciting for everyone.

Ski the Caucasus mountains, Europe’s highest mountain
range, in the morning and relax at the Black Sea coast in
the afternoon. Sample the delicious Georgian cuisine and
wine at a traditi upra (or feast) one day, detox in our
natural saunas and spas the next
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Georgia has a unique, welcoming culture
its world-famou

which explains
hospitality. With its own alphabet and
1d many world-famous artists, Georgia
d delight you at every turn.

language,

surprise

Whatever it is you want from a holiday, come to Georgia
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Dur adtre

There is a saying in Georgia that “the guest is the gift from
God". You will be surprised by the warmth and genuine-
r
t

of tr hospitality you receive no matter
ravel and stay in Georgia

ere you

During a traditional Supra, or feast, not only will you enjoy
the amazing local food, but you will also be expected to
s been prod

sample much of the wine, which
for thousands of years. Today more than 500 va
grapes are grown in Georgia

No trip to Georgia will be
ar sound and vision of the world-renowned polyphonic
singing and traditional dancing, described by UNESCO a
‘masterpiece of the world’s intangible cultural heritage.

omplete without the sp

exceptionally rich
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CRADLE OF WINE

Archaeological research provides evidence of viniculture in
Georgia stretching back over 7,000 years, and many believe that
Georgia is the birthplace of wine.

A UNIQUE ALPHABET

There are just 14 independent scripts in the world and Georgian
is one of them.
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HOT SPRINGS

AND SPA TOWNS

sar
of spa life

cation ay's capital

of its natural hot sulphur
baths, now found in the heart of the cit
Combine all this with a Mediterranean climate and the
legendary Georgian hospitality and you have a unique

travel destination.

EUROPE'S
NATURE

MOST DIVERSE AND UNSPOILT

Although only 69,700 square kilometers, Georgia’s bi-
odiversity is immense: subtropical mar
serts, lofty alpine meadows and mighty
peaks can all be found within a hundred kilometers o
each other. There are more than 40 pr
So much of Georgia is still untouct

s, semide-

snow-covered

ected areas.

and unspoilt.
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With so many things to offer in such a small country,
here are some of the highlights to make your trip perfect:

Walk through Tbilisi's Old Tc and expe the
stunning  architecture and European café-style culture
Home-stay in Ushguli, or camp in one of our National Parks

Trek through the Cauc:

Sample

wine tour o

us mountains in summer.

local wine at a hundred years old
Kakhet

Visit the walled city of Sig

Discover the Monastery at the fabulous caved city of Vardzia

Go deep underground, and boat on our amazing under-
ground cave rivers in Imereti

Ski Europe’s highest mountain range at one of our
Gudauri, Bakuriani or Mestia. And for the true adventu
heli-skiing.

orts at
try

Have a traditional sauna in the hot spring baths in the middle
of Tbilisi

Make new friends at the Supra - the traditional Georgian fe

Whitewater rafting on our glacier fed rivers.

These will make your stay in Georgia unforgettable and
remain in memories as the best moments of your life.




Vardzia Cave Town Mt. Kazbegi

Gudauri

Prometheus Cave




\




me/? information

VISA REQUIREMENTS

Valid passports are required for visitors
of all nationalities. There is no visa re-
quirement for those who hold a pass-
port issued by the United States of
America, Canada, Japan, srael, mem-
ber countries of European Union, the
Russian Federation, GCC countries
(Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi

those holding passports from Turkmeni-
stan do not require a visa.

For more information please visit the
website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Georgia

www.mfa.gov.ge
http://mfa.gov.ge/index. php”lang
id=ENG&sec. id=968info_

GETTING THERE

BY AR
Direct flights to Thilisi are avallable from
many European and Asian cities. Non-
stop flights can be taken from Amster-
dam, Munich, Riga, Vienna, Frankfurt,
Prague, Paris, Warsaw, Istanbul, Dubai,
Tel-Aviv, Athens, Baku, Rome, Moscow,
Yekaterinburg, Kiev, Minsk, Alma-Ata,
Astana, Aktau, Tehran and Urumai.

BY LAND

Daily buses mainly to Toilisi depart from
Baku, Istanbul, Ankara, Trabzon, Yere-
van and Athens.

BY TRAIN

Georgia is connected to Armenia and
Azerbaijan. Trains from Baku are avail-
able every day and for more information
and timetables, please visit:
www.railway.ge

BY SEA

Georgia can be accessed by weekly
ferries from Ukrainian ports of llychevsk
and Odessa.

ACCOMMODATION

Major cities like Tbilisi and Batumi of-
fer hotels of all categories from interna-
tional five-star, to home-stays. In rural
regions accommodation is ~primarily
three-star family hotels, bed and break-
fast and home-stays.

CUISINE

There are many excellent restaurants in
Thilisi and in other major cities serving
both traditional Georgian and interna-
tional cuisine, while restaurants in rural
regions mainly offer traditional dishes.

CLIMATE

The climate of the country is extremely
diverse, considering the nation’s small
size. The Greater Caucasus Mountain
Range plays an important role in mod-
erating Georgia's climate, protecting
the nation from cold air from the north,
while the Lesser Caucasus Mountains
protects from the very dry, hot air from
the south. Average temperature in sum-
mer varies from 19 °C to 22 °C, and in
winter from 1.5 °C to 3 °C.
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CURRENCY

The official currency in Georgia is Geor-
gian Lari officially indicated as GEL. Lari
is subdivided into 100 Tetris. One GEL
equals to 0.46 Euros or 0.60 U.S. Dol-
lars (as of January 2012). Major hotels
accept credit cards, but please check
outside the main cities. ATM machines
are available throughout major towns
and cities.

ELECTRICITY

Electrical current - 220 Volts, 50 Hz. EU
standard plugs work throughout Geor-
gia.

COMMUNICATIONS

The country code is +995 and the area
code for Thilisi is 322. Georgian mobile
operators (Geocell, MagtiCom and Bee-
line) cover almost the whole territory of
the country and there are many WI-FI
zones that enable visitors to use the in-
ternet for free.

For more information please vis
www.georgia.travel

HEALTH

There are excellent medical facilities
through out Georgia. During travel
getting medical insurance is strongly
advised. For the emergency services
please call 112 - the Emergency
Management Department.

www.georgia.travel
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‘Winter sports fans and ity breakers looking for somewhere new should try Georgia.
The country is attracting a growing number of independent travellers who are exploring
mountains dotted with historic castles and churches, beautiful towns such as

Svaneti and Kazbegi, and the Europe-meets-Asia capital Tbil

‘The 2012 travel calendar’, The Guardian

Georgia and its wines are stil wild and raw and if what you are looking for is a uniquely real
tasting adventure, Georgia will definitely not disappoint.”

Isabelle Legeron, master of wine , Travel Channel presenter

“A rustic ski wonderland on the verge of discovery.

he New dJork Times

ixpect the World™ ‘The 41 Places to Go in 2011", The New York Times

“You won't want to go to Tusheti if you're afraid of heights. Hidden deep in the Caucasus
Mountains, the region’s villages cling to dizzyingly steep slopes that are as picturesque as they
are precarious.”

12 best places you've never heard of', CNN
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Georgian National
Tourism Administration

4 Sanapiro St. 0105,
Thilisi, Georgia

Tel: (+995 32) 2 43 69 99
Fax: (+995 32) 2 43 60 87
Website: www.gnta.ge
E-mail: info@gnta.ge
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