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The patriarch  catherdral ,Svetitskhovell
(aTree of Life”) is in the ancient capital of Georgia
Miskheta, 25 km north of Tbilisi. The temple is
dominating the surrounding area, its grandeur and
harmony of shape attracting one’s attention from

afar.

Mtskheta is extremely rich in historical monu-
ments. Crowning the {op of the mountain at the
confluence of the Kura and the Aragvi rivers,
Jvari (,Cross”) temple erected on the brink of the
6th and 7th centuries

is rising. Jvari is a pearl
of Georgian anci

art. Beyond it, on the crest of
a higher mountain, a silhouetle can be made up
of the Zedazeni monastery founded in the 6th cene
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tury by John Zedazneli, one of the thirteen fathers Cathedral is connected ‘with the adoption of chris.
—advocates of christianity in Georgia (the present tianity in the cast Georgian kingdom of Kartli and
church goes back to the sth century). Within the with the early days of feudalism in Georgia. Morc
confines of Miskheta itself, near the Georgian mili- than once did the cathedral suffer from foreign in-
tary Highway the Samtavro cathedral is situated vaders and was subjected to da and
built in the first half of the 11th century. On the tion, but it always "rose from ruins and

right bank of the Aragyi the Tth—sth century An-
tiokhi church catches one’s eye. During the arcl
logical excavations In Miskheta and its nei
hood, ancient sepulchers were discovered witl

a symbol of immortal vital strength of the country
and the peop

The name of Svetitskhoveli is assoc
an ancient legend, The legend has it that on the
lace an inhabitant of Miskheta Sidonia was laid

undant_implements (on Samtavro ficld, in Arma-
A magnificent AP-
maz-tsikhe acropolis, stone arched tomb crected in

ziskhevi), as well as remnants down to rest with the” Christ’s robe”, brought from

Jerusalem by her brother Eliaz. A gigantic le

the first century B. C. efe. banese cedar grew up over the b

This is
titskhoveli, th,
a number of cen
¢ history of Svetitskhove ly linked
with historical life of Georgia. Foundation of the

historical surroundings of the Sve-

in the thirties of the 4th centu

e of religious life of Georgia for Miria

n impressed by the preach

decided to adopt christianity, h

grave as the place for the erection

tian church. The cedar was cut down and cleaved



cupola drums, as well as through huge Tateral ports.
Artistic integrity has, of course, been broken. sin-
ce the only individual fragments of frescoes that
survived are relatively young and of low quality
(6th—17th century).

The grandiose Christ and archangels in the al-
tar must be dat

back to the 11th century, but
ted and spoiled in the 19th century
A visitor of Svetitskhoveli should be_informed
about the following:
A A small stone chapel built into the south
nave of the church, is a copy of the Jerusalem tem-

they were repa

ple. It could! not have been built carlier than in
the 13th—14th century

b) A two-tier structure with a carfopy next to
he cupola is Svetitskhoveli istself. Legend has it
that right here a part of the “Tree of life” was kept

ct, this structure dates back to the 17th centu-

1y (earlier, the *Tree” must have been standing

01939

elsewhere. Anyway, painting of the “Tice" (lower
tier) devoted {o the history of *Kartli conversion”,
tianity by king Mirian, was
exceuted at the turn of the 17th century under -the
guidance of the artist Grigol Guldiavarasashyili, a
citizen of Tbilisi. We know this from the explanato-
ry inscription.

Very rough painting of the north wall of “the
Tree” is younger, probably of the 18th c .

@ The South-west sub-cupola  abutment on its
altar facing plane bears the pictures of historical
persons: wife of king of Kartli Rostom, sister of
Odishi ruler Levan Dadiani, queen Mariam with her
son Otia killed during hunting. Mariam is noted
for her philanthropy. She used {o restore the temple.
It is on her initiative that a sel of manuscripls was
rewritten (<The life of Georgia™ by queen Mariam)
The queen was buried on the spot, in front of ke
picture,
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Before the altar there are"graves of the two last
kings of Karlli and Kakheti Irakli 11 (died in
1798) and George XII (died in 1800). A bit to the
west, as the legend goes, is the burial place of king
Vakhtang Gorgasali (sth century). Burial stones
were installed in 19...

&) Iconostasis of the 15th centurys

The Svetitskhoveli is an acting church, but at
the same time it is protected by the state as a bril-
liant monument of Georgian history and art,
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