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Iakob Gogebashvili and Georgianness
With the representation of the Print Media

Second part of the XIX century, when I. Gogebashvili
comes out to the sphere of action, it is the time of great ordeal

for Georgian identity. The Russian government threatened the
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extinction of everything Georgian - language, motherland,
culture, tradition. Colonial policy had a profound effect on
national consciousness - the self-awareness of Georgians fell
sharply so much that it put personal interest above all public
affairs, and the formation of unity around a common national
issue was the most difficult issue. In such situation, the main
concern of the Georgian intelligentsia was to protect their
identity. “The Men of the 60s’ led by Ilia Chavchavadze turned
the print media into a tool of ideological struggle and through
it began active propaganda to create a unity of readers of
national spirit.

I. Gogebashvili’s rich publicist legacy essentially
encompasses all areas of public life. Publications are about
history, linguistics, pedagogy. The attention is paid on
economic or social problems, as social and economic issues
were important on the way to resolving national issues. These
publications are published in the print media of the time
(“Droeba”, “Iveria”, “Cnobis furceli”, “Moambe”, “Kvali”,
“SaqarTvelo”, “Isari”, “Ganatleba”, “Saxalxo gazeti”, Shroma”,
“Megobari”, “Tifliski vestniki”, “Novoe obozrenie”...) .

The paper presents I. Gogebashvili's exemplary merit
for the preservation of Georgianness with the representation
of the print media. The research consists of an introduction,
six chapters, and an afterword, in which the analysis of the

material is given in a different methodological approach
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within the ethno-symbolic paradigm?. The main emphasis is
on public perceptions, feelings, symbols, values.

1. From the history of studying the life and work of

Iakob Gogebashvili.

Numerous and varied works have been dedicated to a
scientific analysis of I. Gogebashvili's life-work, political
doctrines, artistic creation, linguistic, moral, religious issues.
Publication of Gogebashvili's works in volumes or in separate
editions were implemented for several times. Special Collec-
tions were published on the 100* Anniversary of I. Gogeba-
shvili’s birth (1940) and the publication of the ‘Deda Ena’
(1976). 1. Gogebashvili's personal correspondence and docu-
mentttary material were also published. In view of the above,
the first chapter presents the historiographical discussion of
the issue, as a result of which it was found that the existing
studies are mainly based on objectivist factors, while the
subjectivist factors are left out of attention. The modern
scientific approach makes different demands on the researcher
when studying identical issues, although it does not rule out
the role of objectivist factors, although it prefers subjectivist
factors. Exactly, this is the kind of analysis that I offer to the
reader in my paper. Attempts to study this issue are presented
in several of my Georgian and foreign language publications:

Lingual Identity in Iakob Gogebashvili’s publicistic inheri-

% One of the founders of ethno-symbolism is the English scientist A. Smith
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tance (Tskhum-Abkhazian Academy of Scienes. Proceedings.
XI-XII. Thilisi: Publishing House “Meridiani”. 2016. P.172-
187); Motherland, Patriotism, Identity according to Iakob
Gogebashvili Publicistic Letters (Georgian Source-Studies.
XIX-XX. Thilisi: Meridiani Publishing Ltd. 2017/2018. P. 94-
103); Deda Ena as a symbol of Georgian identity accor-ding to
Iakob Gogebashvili’s letter (Pro Georgia. Journal of Kartvelo-
logical Studies. Center for East European Studies University of
Warsaw. 27. 2017. P.225-238).

2. Print media and Georgianness according to Iakob
Gogebashvili's publicist letters.

Since the 1960s, the main goal of the Georgian print
media has been to raise the awareness of readers, due to the
state of public awareness and the fact that only a society
equipped with the appropriate education can implement
national ideals. With this view, active propaganda by the
Georgian intelligentsia through the media has contributed to
the creation of national unity. Such a special role was played
by the media in the history of Georgian identity. The role of
the print media in reflecting the process of national unifi-
cation of Georgians has been the subject of several researches
co-authored by M. Chkhartishvili. Our joint research in the
form of a book has also been published (Chkhartishvili, Mania
2011). This chapter presents I. Gogebashvili's views on the role

of the print media in preserving Georgianness.
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3. Motherland, Patriotism, Identity according to Iakob
Gogebashvili's publicist letters.

In the second part of the 19th century, Georgia found
itself in danger of losing its territory. Possession of a territory
is a necessary feature for the existence of identity. In this
regard, the third chapter of the paper is dedicated to
I. Gogebashvili's merits. By activating historical memory,
I. Gogebashvili declared a struggle against the activities on the
partition of Georgian territories by the Russian government.
Homeland is primarily a residential area for residents, but also
has sacral significance. It is the abode of great fathers and
grandfathers, whose protection is patriotic obligation. In order
to protect his land, homeland and to awaken his patriotic
feeling, 1. Gogebashvili intensively published information
about the moral examples of great ancestors, the good deeds of
famous patriots. ‘Society lives by examples. He imitates both
good examples and bad ones’ - he said, urging a wide range of
readers to update their ‘exemplary life’ including calling on
the intelligentsia to work hard for the benefit of the people.
The involvement of the public in such discussions has led to

the upbringing of the next generation as true patriots.

4. Mother tongue as a symbol of Georgianness.
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During the reactionary period, the linguistic charac-
teristic of identity was severely persecuted. In the fourth chap-
ter, I discuss linguistic identity as a symbol of Georgianness.

I. Gogebashvili's contribution to the protection/survival
of linguistic identity is remarkable. In his discussions, it is
emphasized, along with the historical greatness of the
Georgian language, the sacred meaning of the mother tongue,
that it is the language of prayer and poetry, which he called on
readers to protect. Frequent discussions stirred and
strengthened national sentiments in them and aroused a sense
of civic obligation, which ultimately led to the establishment
of Georgian unity around the national idea. The same purpose
was served by the controversy in the media over the Russian
language textbook. He pointed to the teaching of the native
language, not only as a primary way to succeed in education,
but also as a prerequisite for learning the national language.

In 1876, Gogebashvili compiled a textbook of Georgian
language based on national principles and folk roots - "Deda
Ena"? - in 1876, which was of special importance for
compiling textbooks for the success of education and raising

the adolescents on national roots.

*®|n 1983, the Georgian people erected a monument to ‘Deda Ena’. On the
right bank of the Mtkvari, in the garden near the Dry Bridge, which was
called the ‘Deda Ena’ garden, the sculptor E. Amashukeli erected a
monument to the ‘Deda Ena’.

In 1990 on April 14, ‘Deda Ena’ Day was established.
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The uniqueness of the textbook was that I. Gogeba-
shvili's ‘Deda Ena’ strengthened national sentiments among
the people and contributed to the creation of Georgian unity.
This was due to the fact that when the textbook was resisted
by the government, the representatives of the intelligentsia of
that time perceived the protection of the ‘Deda Ena’ as a
public affair.

As a result of Russian governance, the replacement of
theological schools with scholastic (or formal) Greek-Latin
seminars made our schools, according to I. Gogebashvili's
words, "a factory for Russification and denationalization." The
Georgian intelligentsia has declared an irreconcilable struggle,
including I. Gogebashvili's to scholastic teachings, its negative
aspects, and the groundlessness of classical education. He
raised the issue of the need to introduce a new system of
education, which would serve the economic, mental and
moral development of the people. He demanded opening
schools that would provide real knowledge to students.
According to him, such knowledge would be given to them by
the agricultural school. Because it is the raising of economic
education that creates the economic foundation for the
existence of identity. In his discussions, I. Gogebashvili focuses
on agricultural knowledge and the need to promote it. He also
took an active part in the establishment of the Georgian

University. He pointed out that the university should
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definitely satisfy the interest of the people. So, it should have
been public. As a result of the relentless struggle of the
Georgian intelligentsia, the society received the first Georgian
university in 1918.

5. Religious identity according to Iakob Gogebashvili's
publicist letters.

When analyzing the history of Georgian identity,
religion occupies a special place among other identical features
as the main feature of preserving Georgian identity. The fifth
chapter is addressed to the analysis of I. Gogebashvili's views
on this issue.

During the reaction of the Russian government, the
Georgian church with centuries-old traditions was in danger
of being destroyed. Due to the current situation, I. Gogeba-
shvili actively discusses religious problems or ways to solve
them and its importance in the fight to protect/preserve the
identity. The abolition of the office of Catholocos and the
introduction of the Exarchate, the upbringing and study of the
adolescents, have gone beyond their true purpose. As a result
of distorted teaching, a teacher deprived of national know-
ledge could not fulfill his duty. In such situation, I. Gogeba-
shvili, on one hand, fights against the inverted method of
teaching, on the other hand, reminds the Georgian clergy of
its purpose ‘They are obliged to constantly spread the light of

the gospel among the people’; He seeks to instill a sense of

216



obligation in the clergy, and for this purpose it has historically
talked about the virtues and merits of the clergy, how religion
has become an keen sense, and has become a symbol of Geor-
gian cohesion to maintain the country's territorial integrity.
The protection of religion was followed by the protection of
identity. This protection and struggle for the faith was
followed by the continuation of Georgia's existence.

I. Gogebashvili considers extraction of autocephaly of
Georgian Church as the main way to correct religious situa-
tion. He discusses this issue in particular. In the first decade of
the XX century, the issue of the renewal and revival of the
Georgian Church enveloped the Georgian secular or religious
community, who in 1905 petitioned the Vicegerent of the
Caucasus to restore the autocephaly of the Georgian Church.
As a result of this selfless struggle of the Georgian
intelligentsia, Georgia gained the independence of the Church.

6. Historical memory and Georgian identity according to

Iakob Gogebashvili's publicist letters.

Returning to the historical roots of identity is essential
for creating national unity. Therefore, the activation of histo-
rical memory in the Georgian print media, in particular in
I. Gogebashvili's publicist heritage, has a special place.

In the sixth chapter I will address the role of historical
memory in preserving the Georgian identity according to

I. Gogebashvili's publicist letters. It emphasized the importan-
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ce of historical memory for the longevity of identity and
actively represented the dignity of the past. In this way, he
fought against the current situation in our country - Georgians
were hiding their past dignity at every effort and undermining
our present and future. By providing historical passages to the
people, he strengthened national sentiments and called on his
compatriots to protect their identities.

Thus, I. Gogebashvili was intensively involved in the
national movement. He was in charge of all national affairs:
collecting samples of folk literature, publishing children's
magazines, translating folk songs on the sheet music,
establishing public and agricultural schools, Georgian public
universities or reading rooms. I. Gogebashvili is the founder of
Georgian national pedagogy and Georgian children's litera-
ture. He composed Georgian and Russian language textbooks.
He was one of the initiators of the "Society for the Spreading
of Literacy among Georgians" and a member of the board of
the society since 1879. He greatly helped the society from the
income of his sold books. It did not hesitated funds for public
education. He helped materially poor students, as well as
public figures - teachers, poets, writers, who made a great
contribution to public education. Before his death, he donated
his property to the ‘Literacy Society’.

Throughout his life he took care of the welfare of the

Georgian people, fought tirelessly to protect and preserve the
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Georgian land, the Georgian language and the faith. In order
to create a common belief in the future, he tried to activate the
historical memory of the past among the people. By idealizing
the greatness of the past, he created the future in the present.
Based on the review of numerous materials presented
in the book, it can be noted that Iakob Gogebashvili's publi-
cist letters greatly contributed to the awakening and streng-
thening of national sentiments, aroused a sense of civic
obligations in indifferent Georgian society and created Geor-
gian unity around the national idea. I. Gogebashvili was a true
patriot imbued with boundless love for social affairs and a true

layman, an exemplary Georgian.
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