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CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE CRAFTS

The history of crafts in Japan is very ancient, spans several centuries, and is filled with a variety of influences
from sources such as China and Korea. These influences have been gradually absorbed and further
developed, eventually resulting in works that reflect the Japanese artistic temperament. In modern times,
with the rapid introduction of Western social systems and culture, Japanese crafts have not simply retained
the traditional forms and decorative embellishments that had been handed down from previous generations.
Instead, artists who attempt to express their own artistic temperament through their work have appeared.
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In order to provide an understanding of a wide variety of crafts, the present exhibition identifies several
characteristics of contemporary Japanese Crafts and present works that exhibit those characteristics. The
works are classified by material (for example, ceramics, dyed fabrics, and lacquer ware), by historical period,
or by group of artists. To make contemporary crafts as easy to understand as possible, several common
characteristics of the works have been singled out and used to classify the items on display.

SHIRAISHI Masami (Curator of the exhibition/Director, Yamanashi Prefectural Museum of Art)
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