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Angry and Cheerful Batonebr

Far, far away, beyond nine mountains,
there is a big white sea. Sometimes when
the day and night meet, an invisible golden
bridge is seen across the sea. Seven small
creatures cross the sea by this bridge
and fly towards us. Look! They are there
on the bridge now - dressed in red with
transparent limbs and bodies. We can’t
even see their eyes and faces. You can
only guess by the way that they walk that
some of them are girls and some of them
- boys.

Now, listen to what the eldest one 1s
saying: “Go in different directions. Don t
be late and bring back your invisible
sacks full.”” As soon as the eldest Batoni
pronounced these words, the golden
bridge disappeared leaving tiny Batonebi
on the shore of the sea.

You must have guessed that these small
creatures were seven brothers and sisters
called Batoneb1 by Georgian people. The
eldest one was called Small Pox, and
then came Measles, German Measles,
Whooping Cough. Mumps, Scarlet Fever
and Chicken Pox. They were called
Batonebi by Georgian people because
they adored being treated like lords and

ladies. They were delighted when given

O38mbgdn“  abxygdEog®e ©oogs-
©9835. Joanggmgdl ,338mbgdn” dashbmom
Lymads. 93dsgdn oo “Sbgagmmbgdl”

=bmgdobgb.

Ancient Georgians considered
contagious diseases (“Batonebi”) to be
spirits. In Pshavi (one of the mountainous

regions of Georgia) they were classed as
“angels”.
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presents of flowers such as violets and
roses and entertained by poems, songs and
dances. They were particularly pleased
when their rooms were decorated i1n
red. But most of all they loved children.
They often visited little ones. Whooping
Cough made them cough, others painted
red flowers of various shapes on their
little bodies. Children’s parents welcomed
Batonebi with flowers and tried to fulfill
all their wishes and desires. Everyone
knew that if the wishes of Batoneb1 were
fulfilled the Batonebi would not get angry
and they would leave sooner. They would
not go until their wishes were fulfilled
completely.

Now, let’s see where the Batonebi
travelled and how they managed to fill
their invisible sacks.

bomball  AB3gbno,  dSgodgmeum-
3L ,358mbgdn“ SAgbwbgb, Mmdmgda(s
9639m©0696 mxobb s 353330L Lbgymdo
0900b906 d0nbob.

According to folklore, diseases
were imposed by the so called “Batonebi1”
(princes, masters) who visited families as

_guests and settled into a child’s body for a

definite time.
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Whooping Cough

Whooping Cough was the most
capricious of the seven siblings. He liked to
wear a spotted bow-tie, walked arrogantly
and checked his voice every now and then.
That’s why he was called Whooping Cough.

That day he flew a long way until he
saw a village below where he landed and
looked around. People living in the village
seemed rather quaint to him: they talked
fast, walked fast and laughed a lot. Their
talk was so agitated that once Whooping
Cough even thought that they were going to
fight. Suddenly, however, they all put their
shoes on their shoulders and strolled calmly
towards the field. When they reached the
corn field, they tied their strange-shaped
kerchieves round their heads and worked till
the sunset. Having finished their work, they
sat down under the shade of a big tree, ate
their dinner and started to sing. Hearing their
song, Whooping Cough was really confused
- the melody he was hearing was so close to
the voices he made 1n people.

“What shall [ do?” — thought Whooping
Cough. “They won't even notice that I am
here... All I can do is to change children's
voices and make them cough, but these
people are already doing so... But I have
one idea...” Whooping Cough flew back to
the village, went from one house to another

and listened attentively.
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The Gurians (people living in Guria) are
very handsome, adroit, courageous and bright

people who love openness and hate flattery.
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Finally, he stopped and smiled happily.
Through the open window a sweet melody of
lullaby was pouring out. Whooping Cough
peeped into the window stealthily and saw
a pretty young woman singing to her first-
born. The little one was not sleepy at all,
he was looking at his Mum with bright and
smiling eyes.

“I'will visit this little one. He can t either
talk or sing yet. So people living here will
notice my presence.

Saying this, Whooping Cough crept
through the window, then into the kid’s
clothes and listened to the song with
pleasure.

“We have had a good day, Simon” -
Whooping Cough heard someone speaking
from outside. “We have worked well and
afterwards had a great time singing and
entertaining. By the way, you are the second
best in Krimanchuli’, after me, of course, = -
added the voice.

- “Let it be so,” - laughed Simon, waved
goodbye to his neighbour and opened the
door of his house.

Whooping Cough suddenly remembered
why he was there and... the little one started
to cough and crow.

“Oh, such a nice day! My kid is singing
Krimanchuli and he is in cradle yet.~ -

Simon hanged his Kabalakhi™ on the hook

* krimanchuli- high voice in a Gurian song.

** kabalakhi - a special hat worn by men in Western Georgia.

***nadi — the custom. Neighbours are invited to help with work

(building, farming, etc). Nadi usually finishes with a feast.

am@asda bamba d5@mbgdb dmgbo-
> Lodmgms ,Ladmeadmb®. Lo dsGanggmmb
Lbgoabbgs ggmbgda go dabo goMosb@gda
0ym ,.Bbémsgbnb 656abo”, 00 35@mbgxya”,
20530565" o Lbg.

In Guria people composed a song Lullaby

specially for “For an apology”. Its functional
equivalents, which spread to other parts of
Georgia are called “Lullaby to Batonebi”,
“Batonebi1”, “Lullaby™.
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and leaned on his son’s cradle. “Now we'll
show them who can sing krimanchuli best.

“No, Whooping Cough is visiting my little
darling,” - said Mum in a comforting voice.

“Batonebi?” - asked father anxiously
and rushed out to call the women living
nearby. Meanwhile Mum spread a large
piece of red cloth over the cradle, and
rocked the baby. The women came In
bringing flowers to please Batonebi.

- Now ladies, let us sing “Apologies to
Batonebi” - said Simon and started to play
the chonguri’.

“Batonebo, ease up, please, batonebo

You are so good and kind, batonebo,

You are so beautiful

Adorned with violets and roses, batonebo,

Please appease yourselves, batonebo.”

The song was so sweet and quiet that
Whooping Cough fell asleep and slept
peacefully through the night.

In the morning, still half asleep,
Whooping Cough heard the same sweet

melody again. He opened his eyes, in order

to please him and appease his anger, the
ladies clad in red had brought a rooster with
a bow tied around his neck. Its beak and
claws were painted red. The women were
singing again.

“Please, please appease, batonebo.”

When the song was over, the rooster

* Chonguri - a type of stringed instrument.

NN
- - l LI 5

6539000m3g  dgn30b0b  dmndMg-
3005(3, Lobnsdmgbm asmgdm s bgMgymo
LobEg3ob Leddgng dEgdnmeE dmddg-
0L 3d39Mbammdaby. |

Contemporary medicine also believes

that a pleasant atmosphere and calmness have

a positive impact on the sick person.
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flapped his wings and crowed vehemently.
This meant that the kid would be safe. The
women started to sing again.

“I have never seen such people-thought
Whooping Cough.” They don’t even want
me to stay another day. I like it here so much.
Besides, I have not found out yet who has
taught these people to sing so wonderfully.
Whooping Cough hugged the kid thus
making him crow and cough even stronger.
Who knows how long he would remain in
the house on this particular occasion?

Next morning was sunny and bright.
Mum took her son out for a walk to a nearby
hill from where you could see the village
like the palm of your hand. The spring air
was full of birds songs, the sun was shining
brightly and the horizon of the blue sky
was merging with the blue sea. Whooping
Cough was mesmerised by such beauty. He
opened his mouth to sing and the melody he
sang sounded so familiar, so similar to the
one he had heard the previous day.

“What's happening?” - he thought to
himself. “I think [ am singing the song of the
people living here, in this beautiful spot.”
Having said this, Whooping Cough realised
that the beautiful nature surrounding him
had taught the local people how to sing.
Whooping Cough was so pleased that he
flew above the village several times singing
the melody he had just learnt. He left the

village on the same day.

,05303650L" dmgmebgb  bybaMmor,

335 b3shg. MmamM3 (3oemgg Bdom, abg
JoGomma  bsmbayGa  abbGHYdgbGgdaL
Mobbmagdam  (3obyto, hmbaydo, go-
bst]ﬁfm).

“The Lullaby” was performed very softly,
in a low voice, either in a solo or accompanied
by Georgian folk instruments (Panduri,

Chonguri, Chianurt).
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German Measles

German Measles was cheerful and
fragile. She looked so beautiful in her
red dress. Being fragile she got tired
very easily and decided to have a little
rest under a big tree. While sitting down
she looked round. It was a nice, warm
morning, butterflies were fluttering
around and sunrays were caressing
beautiful flowers...

“Oh, how sweet this place is~ -
thought German Measles. “Wonderful
people must live in such a nice place. By
the way, where are they?”

Suddenly she heard people speaking:

“Come this way, my lord, I apologise
1t’s rather hot today.”

“It seems rather strange to apologise
about the heat in summer,” - smiled
German measles to herself and looked
at the host and guest more closely.
They were both well-dressed with long
moustaches.

“First, will you sample my wine and
later I will show you my seedlings and
you can take as many as you wish. You
can’t say no to my wine. I have a three
year old Tsitska and Tsolikauri® in my

Kvevri.™

* Tsitska and Tsolikauri - Imeretian wines

** Kvevri-a large container of wine made of clay and usually

buried underground.

***¥ Oda - a small wooden house on wooden stone pillars or

foundations

o




.-"I.-f/,.-‘
l"/’-"-
e v’
5 - L]
5
; N -
r ' '_
00 .
| .
. -l- -

I - o
*"I'".r - -ﬁ :jt
o

-

b L." T - - "'1' : =
o &
= .-,-._ _l > e WL ‘ l.l
£ P2 AER RER Nt S
| -.'
Py '
:F *1' .
JI‘-
a We, P - 4 T .

'}
-'-

F 'f‘_.l. LE &
. - & ™

i,y am &
) -..-—--.il

i " F
- &
5" - F .

''''''''

- K .
..-.."‘.::*F'.“i._".‘ .

O v L

- r

. o
. BT i R o

wad W -
A Yo LD o T s . e T L v, o T a4, st W F
. o . ey, e y ? - B e B L 3 . i ™ ‘.-i-‘h"* ,-'
. & & - v . ] & . - i - = =

- s TN - Le' 2T L sl AT o v N oar A DA :.M . o’ .
X ; el 3 G e AN AN gl R L S o e n e
. r:.-l 1‘- " . Wil o7 ¥ - - - = L " ] - rﬁ‘ . T
: . P it -~ ' 4 o -gnr T By - . dosw o lnate

e J e B e i

dolidobdgmo jomaswe hogdmo o wgedgos|) 3gdomo 3930 oym. Lgndocal
bgmom 9bodbgoes, odqm dmomdobrom o Mob LoYoMmom SOMMOES.

— x9® 03060l gog0lobxr g0 o bg®agol olig gogogob. od ©g0bol oY) 9bg-
090 O30 9O ©000M900 H39bls Ibomqdo. Lodo ol ogdo o @0 3o®o”
dod d®do o 0ddls dmgbeo mo3zl.

— 9990, h9do mes™, 9, 03 Jnols §39089. — goobges Lgndomo dolldobdgmds.

Voon®oli 9300 d0o® 9g04®00 ©d 0d {nmdogg dolidobdwmols Lobemdo
a0Bbeo. 0 3o Lodo fmol @odod 3g@uwgd0sbo gmgm eobges. fomgmol olig
dmq{mbo 30g0®m, ®™d 690 dgogmobesd o hogbyego.

* 30(39° @5 3Mm0gamma — 0dgfmmo 35bab godgdo.
** mEo — 430b 96 bob dmdgddg dgdmasto, Gozrmo dgbfnsbo Labmo.

18



German measles followed the people
to the house which stood on the top of the
hill. There was a pretty little Goldilocks
standing near the gate. German measles
liked the girl so much that she embraced
her with all her might.

When father took his little girl up to
caress her, he noticed red spots on her
little face. - “This is Batonebi, They have
come to visit my little Khatia,” - He said
to his guest. “I am sorry... I can’t treat
you to my wine right now; Batonebi
will get angry with us. But we can go to
our neighbours places and sample wines i:;ea::;_%?;z; T TIT YT YT TSN
there. Before that let’s sing a sweet song NN\
to Batonebi, please so that they will be | —ZA( — 7 AN
merciful on us.” \AAAAA

Soon they were singing sweetly to the
sick girl:

“Lullaby, batonebo,

[ will sing you a lullaby,

Blessed be your life batonebo,

[ will sing you a lullaby,

Calm down, calm down, batonebo,

[ will sing you a lullaby.”

Soon all the neighbours joined 1n
singing.They were singing so sweetly that
German Measles left Khatia and followed
the singers. In three days she visited all
the houses in the village where there were
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small children. At the end of her trip she
thought: “Although people wanted me
to leave them as soon as possible, still,”
interestingly, it did not feel insulting. I
have been so happy visiting such nice
people. Oh, don’t they apologise a lot!
Fancy apologising for hot weather.”
Happy and giggling German measles left
the village to travel somewhere else.
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Chicken Pox

Chicken Pox was very sullen and sulky.
He got angry very easily. Being angry he
made bubbles on the kids’ bodies and poured
his simmering anger into them. Nobody dared
touch these bubbles as everybody knew that
if they did so, or even worse, if they scratched
them, Chicken Pox would get even angrier
and would leave a small pit on the face. It was
so hard to win Chicken Pox over.

Just by good luck Chicken Pox found
himself in the part of Georgia where people
were fond of coaxing, comforting and
caressing each other and their children. The
village where Chicken Pox landed, was set
in green and beautiful gardens which were
adorned by fantastic trees. Small houses
peeped through the emerald-green trees.
Close to them stood barns filled with maize
cobs. It was getting dark but the whole village
was lit by campfires as 1t was Halloween’s
eve. Children were gathering round the
biggest campfire in the village.

“Its Halloween, its Halloween” - they
shouted and jumped over the fire one after
another.

Standing apart, there was a small girl
who was looking at the campfire and the
kids jumping over it with fear in her eyes.
Chicken Pox did not like fire either and so,
he approached the little girl, climbed up her

little body and spread his flowers on her.

53503ymxab  g3Mmdomgdmms  addmbs-
yoob dmgoggds.

~

-
ol

The sick person was not allowed to
scratch the rash.
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“Isira, Tsira’ - he heard someone calling ey
the girl.

“Coming, Mum’ - shouted the girl to her
Mum.

“Come here, my love, come quickly.”

While listening to the woman’s soft voice A L e

when she was talking to her daughter, the bob  moBabs  306smgdal:  56mgdbg6

Chicken Pox thought she was singing. oeeab; bbaagdl; 0o bIgo s ot

; : ammb 635300696) 3obgmb madab sdogn@b

Tsira ran towards her Mum. Chicken Pox »930696. N3065@gbmdsl Bomgm x396@b
9309°90©0gb. gdaMd&] I BI

5b0g9600b7b.

embraced the little girl and whispered onto
her little ear - “I like you very much’ - but the
girl did not seem to hear what she was told.

Meanwhile Mum bathed Tsira and put
her to bed. She did not notice Chicken Pox’s
flowers on her little body. Chicken Pox got
angry at such kind of inattentiveness on her
part and spread his simmering bubbles of
anger all over her little daughter’s body.

In the morning Mum was puzzled when
she looked at Tsira’s flushed cheeks. But
having noticed the flowers on her body, she
quickly understood everything. She started
to sing: “Oh, majestic batonebo, my sweet

batonebo.
Chicken Pox was Very p]eased, he was The room was decorated beautifully: wax
especially delighted with the words - “My candles decorated with beautiful shades were

Y lit. Red was a preferred colour.
sweet” - as he was aware that people addressed ;

their beloved ones in this way.

Mum put a small table nears Tsira’s
bed, spread a red tablecloth over i1t and put
a lot of sweets on it. Afterwards she took
the Chonguri and started to play and sing

25
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sweetly. The song was so moving and lovely
that Chicken Pox felt lighter than a feather
with pleasure and followed the sweetest
melody with flattering wings.

Just one song was enough to win my heart
he thought amazed. As soon as he thought
this, the song stopped. Chicken Pox was
disappointed and he started to sulk. His anger
awakened the little girl; she tried to touch her
forehead where one of the hot angry bubbles
was simmering. Mum caressed her, coaxed
her not to touch the bubble and continued
singing again:

“Batonebo, you are welcome, batonebo,

We meet you with roses and violets,

We will sing to you , blessed batonebo,

Please, please calm down, blessed

batonebo...”

Chicken Pox was so greatly moved by
the mother’s sweet voice that he felt tears
welling in his eyes. However he felt a little bit
awkward as he was accused of being angry.

“Who said I am angry” - he muttered to
himself and deciding not to get angry any
more he fell asleep peacefully.

When he opened his eyes he saw Tsira’s
mum burning walnuts and pleading with him
to calm down and leave soon .

Suddenly the door opened and several
women came into the room. One of them,
who was often referred to as the Servant

of Batonebi, approached Tsira’s bed with

dgafgmgdo d5@o@ madsba, bogagha,
doMn > adddgmogn bambas. dmgMmosb

@doma, gMmazstn d33bgbamg ab@mbo-
(309%900.

The Mengrelians are very handsome,

intelligent and courageous people. Their songs
are soft and sentimental.

SN

1dd fd d o o
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respect and put a hobby horse of hay next to
it. She whispered that Batonebi would leave
soon and sang;:
“Oh, majestic batonebo, you come with
flowers,
We meet you with flowers, with violets
and roses,
Please leave us peacefully, we have
greeted you with roses and violets which we
have put under your feet as a carpel,
Please, please calm down and leave us”™
Chicken Pox understood everything. They
wanted him to leave as soon as possible.
In spite of everything, he was pleased and
strangely appeased. Over several days he
took his red flowers off of Tsira’s body, took
the sweetest melodies he had heard during his
stay in the house and left.

2058Mbgd0L dboby@ba" bMybogmbgb
203@Mbod"“ (3696980bangab. 3mbgda yMag-
696 Ln3nbab Asmab, Bysmb aMa>dw-
636 m> Jogmmdy xMbL 3330w drbb.

omd(3oms  (3bg69%a(3 bomagbo 0y3bgb,
Mmam@(3 domo 35@Mmbgdo.

% SO
~N\ SN

The servants were looking after the horses
of “Batonebi”. For this purpose, hay was put

Q)

in one of the corners of the stable, water was

poured into special containers and whips were
put on the wall. However, like their masters,

the horses were also invisible.
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Measles

Measles was very slow, she had a
beautiful red dress on and she liked to think .
a lot before making a decision. At last, after
a lot of hesitation, she decided to land in the
yard where she saw several women and a
small girl working.

Measles landed and started to watch the
woman who had put an enormous pan on the
fire and were fussing around it: some of them
were adding pieces of wood to the fire, others
were stirring Tatara, gurgling and simmering
in the pan. A couple of women were just
sitting and chatting.

“That's enough, now, lets dip Churchkhelas
in to the sauce,” the oldest woman said and
shouted to her grand-daughter playing nearby.”

“Tekla, Tekla, come, my darling, it’s high
time we made you Gogromichela.”

“Granny, what is Gogromichela?

“Gogromichela, my love, is as string of
walnuts dipped in sauce and then dried. Now,
look at this one, is it not thick?”

A Tekla liked her thick dripping
 Gogromichela which her granny had put in
~ the sun to dry.

Gl “‘My darling, I wish your poor Mum could

'_ff_-see you playmg so happily.”

~ Granny’s eyes brimmed with tears.
Tekla s mum? thought Measles. “She must be
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a beautiful woman, I want to see her so [ will
stay here and see her.” Measles went closer to
the girl and embraced her as strongly as she
could.

Tekla was cheerful all day long but in the
evening she said, “Granny, I have a headache.
Please sing me a lullaby.”

“Just a moment, my love,” granny put the
little girl to bed and sang a lullaby to her. The
exhausted girl immediately fell asleep.

Measles was disappointed because she
wasn’t greeted by Tekla’s mum. She could
not have known that Tekla’s parents had died
the previous year leaving her an orphan in
Granny’s care. Measles was furious in the
morning when, after awakening, she found
out that no preparations had been made to
greet her arrival properly.

She glared around flashing and reddening
with anger. Poor Tekla felt worse and worse.
She had a fever and a terrible headache. Poor
girl could not even open her eyes and eat
her favourite cake which granny had baked
the previous day. Tekla was really very ill!
Measles was very, very angry.

“Why dont they realise I have come
here?” - She grumbled and muttered all day
long.

On the fourth day of the measles “visit,”
granny saw the red flowers on Tekla’s body
and understood then that measles had been

| with them for more than a week.
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“Batonebi have visited us! Be blessed,
Batonebo, let me get ready and be your
hostess.” Having said this, granny spread a
red blanket over Tekla’s bed, put a stool with a
red table-cloth on 1t near her bed-post and put
dried fruit, Churchkhela, walnuts and sweets
on it. She put up red curtains on the windows,
then sat down near Tekla’s bed and with her
old voice sang a lullaby.

“Lullaby, lullaby,

Batonebi have arrived,

We are honoured by their presence,

Lullaby, lullaby”™

Tekla could not sleep.

“What would you like, my love - Granny
asked her

“I want my Mummy...”” - wept the little girl.

“Don't cry, my little one don't cry. Hush,
hush, Batonebi aren't pleased when they see
us crying, they will get so angry with us and
we don t want this, do we?” - Granny hugged
the little girl but it was so hard to calm her
down.

“Where s Tekla's Mum after all”’ - Measles
was furious. Tekla could not open her eyes.

“What shall I do?” - Grandma was In
despair. “What can I do? How can I make her
open her eyes?”

Tekla got worse and worse. Nothing
helped her. At last she fell asleep and dreamed
of her mother. Mother came to her, wearing a
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white dress, she patted her on her head and
sang a sweet melody which Tekla liked very
much.

In the morning Tekla did not find it so
difficult to open her eyes. When she woke up
she saw her auntie sitting near her bed and
singing a lullaby which sounded so much
like the song her Mum had sung to her in her
dreams.

Measles stayed for several days more. She
got accustomed to listening to Tekla’s aunt’s
songs, poems and the interesting stories she
told Tekla.

On the ninth day, everybody got ready to
g0 out. They dressed Tekla up and went out in
the fields. Measles followed the people.

Granny went to one beautiful briar and tied
red ribbons round its branches. Afterwards
she spread a red tablecloth underneath the
briar and put Tekla’s Gogrimichela, scones of
various shapes, nine walnuts and some dried
fruit on it. All the people present started to
sIng:

“Lullaby, lullaby, seven invisible sisters,

seven invisible brothers,

Went into the village, lullaby,

Not even cautious dogs could hear them,

lullaby, they were so cautious

They crept into the child’s cot, lullaby,

Not even her mother could hear them,
lullaby,
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I picked violets and roses , lullaby,

And brought them to the little one,

lullaby.”

When the song was over, Granny started
to dance. Her funny movements cheered
Measles up. She stood behind Granny and
tried to imitate all her movements. “We are
going home, Measles, and you have your
way to follow, which is covered with violets
and roses,” said Granny. Everybody bowed
to Measles with great respect. The table was
still spread and red ribbons were shaking 1n
the breeze.

“They are seeing me off with songs and
dances. They are saying goodbye to me in this
way. Actually, I am pleased, though I dont
want to leave...”

Thinking these thoughts Measles left.
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Scarlet Fever

Scarlet Fever was a daydreamer. She
wanted to visit far away lands, that 1s why she
flew higher and higher in the sky and hovered
above a lot of villages, beautiful mountains,
valleys, waterfalls and meandering rivers. Bk g3 emanG B sane b e
Finally, she approached a huge mountain 9660, Sbmgzs66a, 3sgFmga66a...
the top of which was covered with a
magnificent glacier. Far, far below she could
see tiny villages sheltering on bright green
slopes and meadows.
“I have never seen such beauty!” -
exclaimed the delighted Scarlet Fever. “/ am
so lucky to have chosen this beautiful place.
Naturally I am a little bit tired but who cares?

[ don t regret my choice.” 0 0
Suddenly a huge shadow covered the

slope. Scarlet fever looked up and saw a huge 2 &

bird disappearing above the cliffs. “Such — ——— _

austere nature”’ — she looked around “all bare
rocks and cliffs. No trees and bushes. Such a
contrast to my kingdom where everything is
gentle and green and a lot of flowers grow
everywhere. This glacier is majestic and
beautiful though. By the way, what am I doing
here? Why don't I visit one of the villages
below? It seems greener and warmer there.
Besides, 1'd like to meet people who live
there.”
Scarlet Fever was about to approach the
village when she heard people singing:
“Christ blesses the flowers which are
gathered here...”

The Mokheves are warriors, :strong,
tall, very refined...

ab
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There was a wedding in the village. A lot
of people had gathered to celebrate this event.
Songs were followed by fiery dances. Scarlet
fever was especially impressed by the dance
with swords and daggers.

“Go ahead, Vepkho, dance.” A nine year
old boy was dancing beautifully, swerving like
a top throwing the daggers one after another
while dancing.

Suddenly Scarlet Fever felt a burning
desire to dance. She grasped the boy and they
swirled around together. When the dance was
over Tamada proposed the toast:

“We have two brides here today. One of

them adorns our table; the other is the pride
of our mountains.”

“I wonder who the bride is” - thought
Scarlet fever.

The Tamada glanced at the glacier and
went on: “This impeccable white glacier is
our bride as well.”

“Oh, that's right! It looks as beautiful as
the bride,” agreed Scarlet Fever silently.

The Tamada went on: “Nature affects
our temper. Our boys are as stern as the
mountains over here and our girls are as
proud and pure as the glacier. May the bride
and the bridegroom have a life as beautiful as
the nature surrounding us and may their love
be as eternal as these mountains”. Tamada
drank the toast and the feast continued. People
were so much involved in songs and dances
that nobody noticed Vepkho’s absence. The
boy was missed when the people wanted to
resume dancing again. The boy was found
lying in the corner burning with fever.

203@™bgdab”  a3bodbadsmmgdmo

dbobyMgde (393323090 Aogdgmada G-
Mo obbagdgmdn sbmgdgma cmdgymab
babormagdno bgemdo.

-5ia

In order to please and cheer up
“Batonebi”, the servants danced dressed in
colourful clothes with lighted wax candles
in their hands.
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“Take this child home,” said the oldest
woman sternly.

Vepkho was taken home and put to bed.
Scarlet Fever was disappointed because she
wanted to watch the dancers and perhaps,
to dance herself. But, on the other hand, she
was pleased by the peace and quiet of the
house. Vepkho opened his eyes and asked for
a dagger.

“A dagger?” asked his Mum sternly
“why do you need a dagger?”

“My wishes are not being carried out in
this household”. Scarlet Fever was angry and
she started to paint the boy’s body with tiny
flowers. Besides, Vepkho’s tongue looked
like a raspberry, red and bulging.

Mum realised that they were having a
visitor - Scarlet Fever. She decorated the
room with red curtains and in order to appease
Scarlet Fever’s anger, she sat down nearby
and started to play the Panduri, singing a
sweet melody of lullaby:

“Lullaby, lullaby,

Violets opened Roses’ petals lullaby,

[’ll meet batonebi’s aunt with pleasure,

[ullaby

['ll see her in as a godsend guest, lullaby,

With a carpet on the floor, lullaby.”

Vepkho was tired and fell asleep soon. So
did Scarlet Fever.

Both dreamed about a dagger. Next
morning when the boy woke up, the first
thing he saw was a dagger adorned with red
stones hanging on the opposite wall.

LBga39663nbada sl  dbggFgsmo
Mmdgmbag 5930 35@oMdamb” 9dsbnasb.

The mountain in Stepantsminda i1s
referred to as the “Bride of Khevi™.
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“This dagger is for you from the Tamada.
He said you were good enough for it.” - said
Mum handing the dagger to her son.

Vepkho forgot that he was 1ll. He jumped
out of his bed and started to dance with
the dagger. Scarlet Fever applauded with
pleasure. They both swirled so happily that
all the red flowers fluttered up like butterflies
from Vepkho’s body back to Scarlet Fever’s
plain dress.

“Oh, Batonebiwill also like this wonderful
story with beautiful dances and songs. I must
hurry up! Now, flowers, lets go back to our
kingdom. I have never seen such fiery and
enticing dances and never heard such sweet
songs.” Saying these words Scarlet Fever
grabbed her invisible bag which was now
full of fiery dances and sweet melodies and
headed for her kingdom.

n058mMbgdall dbsbyMma® macmgmb dyo-
do3omns 9350dgmabs o ,83@mbLY dm-
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358 30mb Ambammab o330 > by
3dmgMmgdomn. a3megb (39339 0ymb dmd-
odgbo o o. d.

A servant of “Batonebi” is considered
to be an intermediary between the sick
person and the disease. They should be
eloquent, able to tell fairy tales well, recite
poems, sing and dance. As well as this, the
servants should be patient with the disease.
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Mumps

Mumps was idle and slow. Don’t think
that we have left him behind on purpose.
Now, he landed in the village where people
were as slow as he himself.

When he finally landed in one of the
gardens it was getting dark. Fireflies were
sparkling like the sun’s rays peeping through
the keyhole. As soon as Mumps started to
think where to go next, the door opened and
a huge man came out of the house. He looked
up at the sky and said slowly:

“Tomorrow is going to be good weather.
The moon will shed its light on us and light
our way. "’

The man took the rifle and set off together
with his son, a small boy.

Mumps forgot he was tired and ran after
them. In the middle of the night they stopped
near a tall fir tree.

“Let’s have a little rest here,” Dad said to
his son. And they both sat down near a fir tree.

At dawn, when the sun was still down but
colouring the top of the mountains pink, Dad
woke the boy up :

“Zuka, sonny. Get up! It’s time we set
off!”

Thus they went on their way. Suddenly
they heard a spring gurgling behind the

bushes.
“Is that water, Dad? What water is that?”

- asked Zuki.
“It s fizzy mineral water-called Vedza. we

should go on with our way until we reach the
mouth of the spring.

o 44 ;’_nn‘:'-'i-*-"-)
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The Rachvelians are tall, courageous,
good at war, strong and thoughtful. Women
are beautiful and gentle.
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Some time after Dad stopped and T pet
motioned to the boy to walk more softly.
They tiptoed round a huge rock and suddenly
saw a marvellous sight, a mountain goat
was drinking the water quickly. Dad and son
stood nearby staring at the beautiful animal.
Sudcflenly the mountain goat pricked his ears ol bt g (O
and in a second he had disappeared. Gam@(3 domo aby 85353530. 8b dmbeo-

Zuka was frustrated and was about to say o gbes 3jmbrglb gb baba. '
something when the mountain goat appeared
again bringing along his beautiful partner.
The boy had not seen such a beauty before.
Mumps was also stunned by the beauty of this
wonderful animal.

Dad moved his rifie.

“Oh no, please, don't shoot!”” - Mumps
was horrified at the thought. Suddenly N
the herd of mountain goats appeared from
nowhere. They all stood on the hill for a
moment and afterwards stealthily approached
the spring, drank the water and then leapt
back to the rock. In a minute they disappeared
among the trees.

Zuka was silent for a moment and the he

turned to his Dad and asked why he had not Thie.servant of Batonsbi> mavibea
shot. man or a woman. They have already had
“Zuka, we cant hunt in spring, they are the contagious disease. '
expecting their kids then. The she-goat you
liked so much was expecting her kid too. The
leading goat is going to become his Dad. Did
you notice that first he came on his own to
check everything was alright? When he made
sure that everything was safe he brought his

Jfamily back to the spring.”
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Zuka was dumbfounded. This was his
first hunting trip. He had been pleading with
his Dad for ages to take him hunting and
now, when they actually were there, when his
dream had become true, Dad was not even
going to shoot a single shot!

“Why did he bother to bring his rifle
along then?” - even Mumps was confused.

“You have promised to let me hunt! Didn t
we train a lot in shooting? " - Zuka was ready
to Cry.

“Don t worry, the time will come when we
will hunt” - Dad tried to calm him down.

“But why have you brought me here if you
are not going to let me hunt?” - Zuka asked
surprised.

“Now, you will see it for yourself,” said
Dad and beckoned Zuka to follow him.
Mumps also wondered what would happen.

“Now, there, I am going to bury my rifle
nearby, ” started Dad.

“Why... how...” - Zuka was interested to
know.

“Zuka, I started hunting when I was your

age. As you see, since then I have sinned a
lot. I've killed a lot of animals. Now I am not
going to sin again. " - saying these words Dad
buried the rifle in the ground and murmured
some words which sounded like a prayer and
which Zuka could not make out. In a little
time they both set off home.

* Shuni is a female mountain goat

** Let my gun rest there was an unwritten law among the
hunters: when a hunter killed a certain number of animals
he would bury his gun in the ground and give up hunting.

0 »05@mb3s" bdgbs Bosmags S3oc-
dymagb 56 ogomob Anbn, Ldd Bgmobowl
B3nbs 33Md3Mgb gbggbgdmmbgb dmmfig-
bab.

[f “The Merciful”” left the sick person
either blind or deaf the parents implored
St. Barbara for three years to cure the sick
person.
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Mumps was delighted with this news
and embraced Zuka but the boy still looked
disappointed.

“What shall I tell my friends back at
home? I boasted a lot all day long yesterday
that I would hunt a mountain goat today.”

“Zuka, did not you hear what Dad said”
- Mumps whispered in the boy’s ear. “4 real
hunter shoots neither a goat expecting a kid
nor a leader of the flock.”

“Who are you after all?” - Zuka was
annoyed “You can't even tell a female goat
from a male.”

Mumps pressed closer to the boy. But
being angry with Dad and some small voice
who kept whispering annoying things into
his ear, Zuka did not want to hear anything.
Now, it was Mumps turn to get annoyed. He
crawled into the boy’s ear and made 1t swell
and swell. Zuka had a splitting headache and
a sore throat. He felt so weak and exhausted
that Dad brought him back to the village in
his arms.

That night Zuka had a fever.

Mum Soon recognised the Symptoms Of | H“l::‘ i_lﬁﬂh'lh':qh,.'r l;;r[ :;F d lr;u f”:: wa
> -  de<stined to be sacrificed tc SR R
Mumps’ presence. She greeted Batonebi with | SSHIECEE S -

pleasure, baked cakes, put a lot of sweets
on the table , picked beautiful flowers in the
garden, asked Batonebi’s servant and sang a
lullaby to her son.

“Lullaby, Batonebo, lullaby,

Calm down, batonebo,

Sweeten your anger, lullaby.”
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When the servant left, Mum bound Zuka’s
throat warmly (she remembered quite well
how her Mum used to treat her siblings when
they had Batoneb).

Day followed day... Time passed. After a
fortnight Zuka had still not recovered.

“Zuka, my love, Mumps is angry with
you. Do you have any idea why he can be so
angry? Have you done something naughty to
infuriate him or perhaps you had some desire
that we weren 't able to fulfill?”’ - asked Mum
anxiously.

“I wanted to hunt but Dad buried the rifle
and would not let me” - complained Zuka.

“Oh, this must be the reason then...,”
saild Mum thoughtfully and she went on,
“You know, sonny, Batonebi dislike shooting.
You wanted to kill a mountain goat but you
did not even think that animals also have
parents and they love their children as we do.
Mother mountain goat loves her children as
much as I love you, like me, she would gladly
give her life for her kid.” Mum’s eyes were
full of tears, but she continued, “Zuka, you
must have been naughty. For this you may be
punished severly and Mumps may take your
future children away from you.”

Zuka thought for a long minute and
afterwards, he said slowly: “Please, please,
Batonebo, you are right. It'’s a great sin to Kill
animals for pleasure. I promise I will never
do this.”

Hearing this, Mumps crawled out of the
boy’s ear as soon as he could and perched

on his nose. “You are so lucky to have such

,05@mbgdal  dbsbyMma®  ghmagzem

©9069394(300L  3gogdms Lobmb  Msady
y3o30mobs 5 0ol ggmomgdalb Boygboo.
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96 y33Md ,O5GmbL".

One of the duties of the “servant of
Batonebi” was to disinfect the house using
some flowers and extract of the leaves of
the violet. It was believed that Batonebi
liked the fragrance of violets. |
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parents, Zuka, cherish them and look after
them. They will always be there for you
whenever you need them. I have to go now,
I am pleased you understood everything.
Before that, I'll help myself to this delicious
piece of dried up plum.” ot
Mumps rocketed up in the sky. Zukaran = g3oyg@sb @6mb bogegds Ls6yhbyag
out of his room and shouted to him: R "‘%E%E_aﬁ’igf; “*“-(:s‘t.m
“Mumps Batono, my Mum said that | 5 gﬁ{; ' %‘Ej (1:;“ : : u(%;:” 1(14
have made you angry and I may not have...”
“Don’t worry, Zuka, you’ll have a lot of e
children...”
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~ Mumps leads to swelling and pain
in the salivary glands and, sometimes, in
the testicles. complications also include,
- though rarely, inflammation of the middle

ear which ends up with deainess.
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Small Pox

Small Pox was the eldest among Batonebi.
He used to be ruthless once his appearance
horrified people everywhere. They were
panic-stricken when he was around. He made
a lot of people blind, others became deaf, or
left marks on their faces. Besides, he took a
lot of people to his kingdom.

Very seldom he took mercy on people.
Because of this he was called Big Batoni. But
this was a long time ago.

A later prince of Batonebi made Small
Pox very kind and soft-hearted though he still
looked severe. Everybody knew about his
tender heart now but in spite of this he was still
considered to be awesome. Small Pox was a
bit disappointed that nobody took care of him
any longer. It was absolutely frustrating not to
be sung to or even being entertained.

“l can’t believe this! Nobody ever
mentions my name! I wonder if there is
a single person in the world who would
remember me and who would care for me”

— he wondered.

Hoping for the best he approached a
big town. He was about to enter one of the
houses when he heard a lullaby. [t was a quiet
evening, it was getting dark and he heard the
sweet melody of a lullaby coming through
the open windows. Small Pox was pleasantly
surprised. He wondered why people would
sing that song when they had not seen him

ygogomb ,00 858mbal”, ,dscoma-
5bab” 56 ,d5mmmgobab” Labgmoaom dmablig-
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Small pox was referred to as “Great
Prince”, or “The Merciful”. When people
were certain that the child was ill with

small pox, they would say with awe: “The
Merciful” has arrived!”
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as it was usually sung in his honour. He also
noticed that this new song sounded a bit
different to the one he was used to hearing.
Small Pox perched on one of the window sills
and fell asleep.

[n the morning he was awaken by some
noise. When he opened his eyes he saw a
lot of kids in the house. In the room where
Small Pox was having a rest a young lady
surrounded by small kids was singing a song.
When she finished singing, she started to retell
some story and afterwards the kids resumed
singing. What did they sing! Small Pox was
delighted to hear a song in his honour again:

“Lullaby, lullaby,

Batonebi have arrived,

You are welcome, batonebo, lullaby,

Leave us, may your path be blessed,

Leave us peacefully, lullaby.

Small pox had never heard children sing
in his honour. He was moved to tears. "My
little ones, you are so good to me, you have
sung wonderfully! I don’t need anything, I'll

just take the song with me”.

Small Pox kissed each child with love
and gratitude and flew back to his kingdom

happily.
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The Kartlians are beautiful and calm.
The women are quite coquettish.
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At the shore of the White Sea Batonebi
were getting together. They were carrying
their invisible bags and were waiting for the
gold bridge to appear again. While waiting
they were telling each other what they had
seen and experienced. They had been to
wonderful places and seen wonderful things.

“You see, I have seen a town carved in
stone.”

“And I came across the people who
chant when someone dies

“I lived with fishermen who went out in

the open sea and kept boasting to each
other about who had caught the biggest fish”

“People met me with love and respect”

“And I saw people who live in towers
high up in the mountains ~

Batonebi would never stop talking about
their experiences but the gold bridge appeared.
Batonebi took their bags and queued up to get
on the bridge on time.

Soon the bridge disappeared taking
Batonebi high up in the sky.

It is said that before the bridge disappears
you can hear sweet melodies sung in the
kingdom of Batonebi. This happens because
one by one Batonebi open their bags and
listen to the melodies Mums sing to their little
ones. As soon as the bags are empty, Batonebi
fly towards us again.-

[t is also said that for Georgians, guests
are a godsend and they should be met with
love. We know how to let the Batonebi 1n.
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The Svans believed that everything, '
including diseases had their own gods Ty
who gavé them their corresponding right
to live and function.
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And you, my little one, if you have not seen i 00 010 4
Batonebi yet, don’t forget that if you do not
make them angry they will leave peacefully.
What you have to do is to entertain them as
you entertain guests - sing and dance for them,
cherish and care for them. If they are treated
so then they will leave you soon as they also
know it’s good to be a guest at someone else’s

house but home 1s best!

D3GmMbgaL” — ,mgmaEsb a5dmdmdn-
gdLb* Mbmogdwbgb.

The End

s

o == —  ——————

* The Town carved in the stone — Vardzia - 1s meant
here
v The procession of the burial ceremony was ac-

companied by songs - This was a custom in Svaneti

x The fish was taken from the sea... People were :

dancing and singing - This happened in Adjara ghatonebifiare calledissEatDyATICHE
0 Ah! What would you like to have now? Ah means
master in Abkhasian. The masters were treated with utmost
respect and addressed as “Beautiful Gold”

% People living in towers. Mountainous people,
Khevsurains and Tushians are meant here.

2 In ancient Georgia, even before the discovery
made by Jenner, it was wide spread to conduct vaccination

which was called “invitation of small pox™.
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The Debt to God

~ Maya Gelashvili’s bilingual book “Angry and cheerful Batonebi” is an interesting
sample of contemporary Georgian children’s literature. This is a literary and instructive
story written in the best folkloristic traditions and is made easily understandable for a child.

It should be said, in favour of the author, that she managed to synthesise mythological,
folkloristic, ethnographic and historical material, fit it within the frame of the fairy — tale
~and give children the opportunity to get acquainted with specific features characterising
people living in different parts of Georgia. The author succeeds in attracting the children’s
attention to worldwide values and virtues through talking about “Batonebi1™.

The simple language pattern of the story and an interesting plot , humour, sympathy, co-
existence of real and fictional worlds, poems, a charming style, historical and.ethnographic
materials and interesting illustrati(ms all of these add greatly to the value of this book. In
addition to this, the book is bilingual, published in Georgian and English, which makes it
even more interesting. The book is accompanied by a CD with a records of songs dedicated
to “Batonebi” coming from different regions of Georgia (Guria, Imereti, Mengrelia, Khevi,
Racha, Kartli). This, without a doubt, adds to its novelty and interest..

[t is possible to use such books while introducing our children to an overwhelming
knowledge and those spiritual ties which connect us with our past and our future. Such
books create an interest about our world, national mentality, culture, ethno-psychology.
They also help us to identify with our roots and define our relationship with the rest of
the world. The power of the tradition is unique and from this standpoint, participation of
children in a number of Georgian traditional, folk or religious rituals is not accidental.

“Batonebi” is referred to as” Angels’ arrival” in Georgia and people class some diseases
as “a debt to God” . May this book be one of the kind angels of your children’s home library
which will be able to direct their thoughts towards best traditions of humanism and virtue.
Educating the souls of our children is also the debt to God and we should great such books

like we do the arrival of “Batonebi’’.

Mariam Tsiklauri
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1. Sabodisho Gurian - Maia Gelashvili, Maia Gobronidze, Beka Sepiskveradze, on chonguri

Lado Berdzenishvili.

2. Naninei Imeretian - Teimuraz Andguladze, Levan Veshapidze, Beka Sepiskveradze.
3. Ia patonefi Mengrelian -Viktoria Samsonadze, Maia Gelashvili, Nino Tushishvili.
4. Tavnana Kakhetian - Ana Khelberashvili, Tea Kasaburi, on panduri - Tea Kasaburi.

5. Iavnane Khevian - Ana Khelberashvili:

6. lavnana Rachan - Maka khardziani, Nino Tushishvili, Viktoria Samsonadze.

7. Iavnana Kartlian - Salome Sukhitashvili, Anano Kobakhidze, Tatia Marauli.

Author thanks to:

“Amer-imeri” - children’s folk and ethnographic studio at the Blue monastery .
studio’s head |Giorgi Garayanidze|and teacher Nana Valishvili;

‘Nanina’ - women’s folk ensemble;

Members-of men’s folk ensemble “Anchiskhati” and “Lashari”: Levan Veshapidze, Beka
Sepiskveradze;

also Lado Berdzenishvili and Maia Gobronidze.

CD was written and processed in recording studio at Tbilis1 Government Conservatory
by Pavle Kvachadze.
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