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“Georgian monuments unknown till now, create their own seg-

ment in the World Heritage area...”

In December 2014, the General Director of the National Agency for Cultural Heritage

Preservation of Georgia, Nikoloz Antidze, introduced “Online Arcgaeology” readers future

plans set by the agency for the development of the archaeological field. It is interesting,

whether legislative changes have been carried out in the archaeological heritage manage-

ment. Have the archaeological excavations become more freuquent or not? Where are com-

ples, interdeisciplinary studies taking place? ..

Nikoloz Antidze’s annual report to “Online Archaeology” readers:

- M. Nick, a year ago you said that the Georgian law on “Protection

of Cultural Heritage” needed to be improved, would you please tell us

whether the law has been improved or not and if the changes have been

made in the archaeological segment.

- It is an important question, as in 2014,
when | was apponted as General Director
of the National Agency for Cultural Heritage
Preservation of Georgia, this subject was
very topical and is still is. The situation today
is as follows: We have established the group
working on the Cultural Heritage Code, for
which the agency allocated an amount. The
main core of this group, cionsinsts of the
Agency spacialists, but there are also invited
representative of other institutions, who are
involved in the work, including non-govern-
mental organizations, eg: members of Young
Lawyers Association and others. So, the
members of those many institutions work on
the Code, who it will refer to, and we believe
it has been a success.

As for the code, various instructions are
provided for its development. As you know,
the National Agency for Cultural Heritage
Preservation of Georgia have been imple-
menting the Twinning Project “Support for
the institutional development of the National
Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of
Georgia” for 22 months, one of the priori-
ties of which was the improvement of legal
framework in the filed of Cultiral Heritage.
As a result of working within the framework
of the project, there were certain aspects of
the law relating to the cultiral heritage and,
therefore guidelines have been developed.
The aim of the future Code is to set out ev-
erything in detail, it means, not in-depth
understanding of the precepts and subjects,



but reconciling their general aspects to com-
temporary reality. Therefore, the Code in-
coroprates various legislative acts: The law
of Georgian Cultural Heritage, the law on
Import Export, the law on Management,
Cultural Heritage Inspection Bill, Intengible

Cultural Heritage and World Heritage man-
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agement Bills.

| think that the main legal document will
be submitted on the spring sessions of the
Parliament and then we will begin the im-
plemnentation of of the new procesdures for

the enactment of the new Code.

- M. Nick, compared with last year has the number of

archaeological excavations increased and which imprtant

archaeological researches are being carried out?

Archaeological excavation doubled com-
pared with last year. Personally, | think the
most important is the funding of archaeolog-
ical objects. | would like to direct your atten-
tion to Grakliani Hill. I think the works ongoing
there cab be considered on the wodest scale.
As you know, in 2014, Grakliani Hill was given
the cultural heritage status and this year — a
national category. Except that we continued

the commenced archaeological research, we

are organizing a museum space, there will be
an open-air museum on Grakliani Hill area.

The excavations of Iberian Pitiakhses Armazi
complex, archaeological research in Bagineti,
Didnauri archaeological field are going on
Ziari expedition,

actively, acrhaeological

Sulori fortress archaeological expedition,
excavations on Khvamli mountain, Alaverdi
Monastery complex, Geguti palace complex

have been financed.

- That is, what you announced in December 2014, is being carried out —

“. Georgian monuments unknown till now will create their own segment

in the World Heritage area..” What has been done to intensify archaeo-

logical tourism, what are you going to do in this direction in future?

- For the development of archaeological
tourosm it is important to organize infra-
structure, accordingly, we are starting to
develop Gudabertka archaeological site
and Grakliani Hill with similar plan. We are

working to invite as many international ar-

chaeological expeditions as possible, which
| think, will greatly contribute the develop-
ment of archaeological tourism, because ar-
chaeological tourism considers the visiting
of specialist archaeologists, drawing their

interest by several sites of our country. They
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will donate money for working on a particu-
lar archaeoliogical site in Georgia, of course,
together with Georgian specialists. The main
thing is carrieng out infrusrtructure projects,

and then it will be easy to actively start ar-

chaeological tourism. That is, our aim is not
only to provide visitors to see this or that
site, but we would like to develop an interest

ampng professional in archaological sites.

- M. Nick, are the interdisciplinary studies and coordinated work with for-

eign experts being carried out? How actively are yuong people inovived?

- Interdsisciplinary studies with the in-
volvemnet of youn people are being carried
out on Grakliani Hill, on Didnauri, Ziari 2 and
other sites. Here | consider, as the study of
the landscape of that period as well as ar-
chaeological excavations, so the specialists
of different fields are involved in the work,
but in the view-point of interdisciplinary ap-
proach to the sites, | will focus on Vardzia. |
would like to especially mention that today
we are studying Vardzia not only as archae-

ologicak site, but in general its multycompo-
nent study as one of the unique sites. The
researh of Vardzia is carried out in the dirtec-
tion of seismic stability, hydrology and geolo-
gy, the restoration process has been started.
The research is consist of so many compo-
nents, so many institutions are involved, that
the works carrying out in Vardzia, can be con-
sidered as a remarkable example of interdis-

ciplinary research.

- Mr. Nick, how does the Agency combat with the black archaeology? Are

there any specific controls to defeat this world contagion in Georgia?

- During the working on the Code a particu-
lar attention is paid to the black archaeology.
A cultural heritage inspectin should be cre-
ated, which will be half the law enforement
authority. Italy’s foremr prosecutor, Mr. Pablo
Ferri participated in Twinning Programme of
our Agency and he conducted several tarin-
ings relating to black archaeology, introduced

us his own views, which are accurately de-

fined in the Twinning Programme and will as-
suredly be represented in the Code. It is nec-
essary to aggravate criminal prosecution of
black archaeologists. The current law allows
to punish black archaeology leaders, but it is
Important ro find the motivation, that is what
defines the development of black archaeol-
ogy? Blck Market and motivation should be
the subject of a legislative framework, as



for the punishment Article, it is quite strict
according to the current law and therefore
will not be changed. Unfortunately, law en-

forcement authorities are not able to to ar-
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rest the individuals, who reign over the black
archaeology. Legislative changes will give us
the opportunity to punish those who dare to

manipulate bu means of black archaeology.

- Mr. Nick, you said last year that imnformative management, popularia-

tion of cultural heritage is the activity of the Agency, that modern society is

focused on Internet and so the archaeological reports would be uploaded

on the website of the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of

Georgia. How was this plan Implemented?

- Unforunately, there are still gaps in this
direction. The point is that submission of ar-
chaeological reports is problemaitic itself. Of
course, reports should be uploaded on the
website, but ensuring the protection of sci-
enctists’ copyrights must be considered (ie to

protect the works from pagiators) and how

high is the quality of reporting. The archaeo-
logicl service of the Agency works in this di-
rection. It provides the submission of all the
reports to the archaeological commission
and the reports approved by the commission

will be uploaded on the website in future.

- What will you wish to “Online Archaeology” readers for this New Year?

- First of all, I would like to wish “Online
Archaeology” readers a Happy New Year, |
wish more public involvement in Cultural

Heritage issues, the largest field of material

culture is archaeology. | would like, that we
all together, society and the representatives
of state structures solve the problematic is-

sues of archaeology.

The interview was conducted by Maya Cholokhashvili
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“In the international scientific community Georgia is considered

as one of the Mecca of Paleolithic...”

“Old Stone Age archaeological items
found in Gurjaani region, villages Ziari and
Pkhoveli, may appear as the oldest strati-
fied sites after Dmanisi. The excavations
carried out in Ziari showed that people who
produce arms in Ziari territory, also lived
and hunted there. After studying the items
found in Ziari, perhaps it will be possible
to fill the interval from Dmanisi discovery
to the next monument, which has been
explored yet.” — Said the head of Ziari ar-
chaeological expedition in 2014, Mr. Nick
Tushabramishvili.

What is confirmed after one year from
this statement? Did the territory of Georgia

turn out the third, after Africa continent

and French territories, where the ancient
trace of fire using has been recorded? Has
the prescribed time hiatus been filled in
Georgia: between the age of the Old Stone
Age sites — Dmanisi lower palaeolithic
dwelling and Tsona- Kudaro caves?

“Online Archaeology” presents the pro-
fessor of llia State University, the head of
paleo-reconstruction and Archaeological
Research Center at llia State University, the
researcher of the most truculent, primitive,
the most mysterious era — the Stone Age —
Nick Tushabramishvili, who as an archaeol-
ogist and former alpinist, for this New Year
wishes the readers of our magazine to live

in harmony with nature.

- M. Nick, your father, David Tushabramishvili was a famous archaeolo-

gist, did your father have influence on your choice of profession?

Double grotto

upper cave
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- Of course, | can tell you that my profession
had been pre-determined. My mother was
an ethnographer, father — the Stone Age spe-
cialist, head of the Archaeology Department
of the museum and the founder of ths Stone
Age Fund and Rioni-Kvirila basin stationary
archaeological expedition in the 50s of the
last century, he discovered about 200 plac-
es and monuments, including monuments of
world importance, which are mentioned in
such publications, as: Cambridge University
Guide and others. My father was one of the
first archaeologists, who carried out interna-
tional projects with French colleagues. He is
the author of several monographs and nu-
merous articles. For the first time, when he
took me to the expedition | was 4 years old
and after that | go to the expedition almost
every year. Yes, my father’s baton was hand-
ed to me. It seems strange, but | can say for
sure — | like the monuments, on which | have
worked since my childhood with my father

more and then continued their research in-

3bonMab 3bGHagma Mziuri section
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dividually, than the monuments that | have
discovered.

These monuments are: Jruchuli cave, Ortvala
rock and Tsutskhvati multystory unique cave
complex (consists of 15 caves, including
the distinguished Bronze cave, Doube Ekhi,
Upper cave and others), which are undoubt-
edly the monuments of world importance.
In Complex major — “Bronze cave” almost
20 m capacity trench is dug. Almost all the
cultural layers are represented here — start-
ed from from Middle Paleolithic era in-
cluding Medeival period. We have found
Neanderthal teeth in the Middle Paleolithic
layer. In the Stone Age this cave was mainly
a living space. Double Ekhi was a temporary
camp for hunters and the Upper cave, sup-
posedly is Neanderthal ritual monument. In
the Upper cave only 14 flint items and bear
skulls (5 pieces) without the lower jaw are
found. They are sorted along the wall in some
order. In the whole Tsutskhvati complex one

culture is recorded, which is known is inter-
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m national, scientific circulation and Tsutskhvati

culture.
Jruchuli cave is one of the oldest Middle
Paleolithic monument, the oldest layer of
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which is dated back to 274 000, that is where
one of the first Neanderthal remains (through-
out the territory of the former Soviet Union),
in the form of tooth.

I resumed working on these monuments with

foreign groups. The material found there and
all the samples have been dated in laborato-
ries, we have obtained an important informa-
tion, it was determined that Ortvala Rock is
really the oldest and the most imprtant sites.
By the way, the cooperation with foreigners
in Georgia started with the work on Ortvala
rock. In 1993, Harvard University professors
arrived in Georgia, they were interested in re-
search of Ortvala cave and from 1993 to 2001
working on the monument was carrying out
in the within the framework of an official proj-
ect. At the same time we took samples from
other monuments, including Jruchula cave.
The research of Ortvala cave has not finished
yet, it is such a large-scale work, that possibly
a lifetime would not ne enough... In addition,
generally it is difficult to study caves, some
caves we enter by means of climbing equip-
ment, including Tsutskhvati Upper Cave, rail-
ing cave, Bats cave, Bear and Bison caves.

Just now we reeived a very impirtant infor-

Bosca gbmggema Ziari Pkhoveli
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mation, it turned out that the date Ortvala Upper Paleolithic layers — 42 000 years is one the

oldest date not only in Georgia, but throughout the Middle East. The article about this new
information is going to be published in “Science” and “Nature”, on behalf of me and my col-

leagues, of course, it will be published in Georgia in future.

- You discovered yourself about 200
monuments and places, which of
them do you think is the most imprt-

ant discoveries and why?

- In fact the most significant monuments
of the international importance are Bondi
Cave, Ziar-Pkhoveli and Undo Rock.

Bondi cave is interesting by the fact, that we
have revealed also a human tooth, In Bondi
cave, like in Ortvala Rock we have found the
traces of Neanderthal as well as modern peo-
ple. | can proudly say that new dates, which
we got on Ortvala cave and Bondi Cave,
proved my asumption (which | mentioned in
my work in 1994), ie: There was a transition
period in Georgia, between these tow eras, it
is possible that modern and Neanderthal
people lived together, coexisted.Besides, in

the territory of Georgia, here was first con-

firmed volcanic ash, trace of Paleo erthquakes, the
exact date of which we have already deterined,
first the oldest linen and thread, anthropological
remains HOMO SAPIENS SAPIENS (anthropologi-
cally modern people) in the form of tooth. What
is most imprtant, the material has been dated in

various laboratories of the world.

As for Undo, middle and upper Paleolithic era cul- Bosen 2 ggab dsbomo Ziari 2 Stone artefacts

tural layers have established at its entrance, also

later, including the layers of the medieval centuries.
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In the middle Paleolithic era (300 000 — 40 000 years), that is in the period of Neanderthal
existance, the cave was the camp of hunters, which is proved by the fact that the majority of
archeaological material found here, are hunting weapons, in addition, animal bones are found
(a large number, most of them belong to cave bears). Here as well as in Bondi cave the trace
of Paleoerthquake has been found. It is interesting that collapsed boulders fell on the bears of
different age (12 individuals). In general, cave bears unlike brown bears live in families, that is
why so many bears died here together.

Also the Upper Paleolithic(anatomically era of modern human existance) layers have been
revealed in Undo Cave (40 000 — 12 000 years).

Cave wall painitings were first found in Undo. The cave is 80 m long, there is image of a lit-
tle man, with his hands raised. The little man is painted neither vertucally nor horizontally,
it is painted diagonally and so | think, that
someone just expressed his emotion on
the wall, ie. the emotion of a man falling in
the precipice. We confirmed also other im-
ages, but unfortunately the first scratched
symbolic image has been deleted and now
it is difficult to distinguish.

Atthe bottom of the cave thereis a natural

;1:’006_‘; 2 35633568bgdgmo grmBo-gonbs precipice, 50 m deep well. We went down
ossilis

there with ropes and found there some more wells —
three pits, the bottoms of which were full of human
and animal remains. We restored a human skull. It is
imortant that, there is not an archaeological material,
which indicates that the animals and one of the men
were brought here after death. In other words, it was a
dump, or ritual, or perhaps the dump at first and then
turned into a ritual. And perhaps that is why there was
a symbolic image on the wall.
All this proves that the territory of Georgia was exten-
sively used by the primitive men, which is natural, be-
cause Imereti region was a closed space and species,

which became extinct earlier in other places, existed

here much longer, this is, of course due to geographic
and climate conditions, there was not abrupt climate <y
changes and this territory became a shelter for flora o3 2 Ziari 2

and fauna, as well as for human. The main Caucasus Ridge protected Georgia from glacial pro-
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Levant, final, Middle Paleolithic is very much like Zagros, howev-

er, the North Caucasian signs are also obvious, which indicates

cesses. Of course, cold snap was here,
but there was not a wild icing. The
main direction of migration is record-
ed from the south to the north. The
first migration wave, the final of the
lower Paleolithic and the beginning

of the Middle Paleolithic is similar to
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Ziari 2

that the migration waves were directed not only from the south

to the North, but to some extent form the north to the south, that is some groups of people

were coming from the north to the south, accordingly, there is the influene of all the cultures

of the ancient world on the territory of Georgia.

Mr. Nick, what can you tell us about one of the most important

discoveries in 2014 — Ziari 2?

The expedition was preceded by sev-
eral years of intelligence. In general, we
found Ziari 2, when we were working on
Mr. Tamaz Bugianishvili’s discovery Ziari-
Pkhiveli. | would like to draw your attention
to the names of sites — Ziari, found by Mr.
Bugianishvili, was established in Pkhovi terri-
tory and when the information about the dis-
covery went to public, the population asked
to put “Pkhoveli” in the name, because of
this we called it Ziar-Pkhoveli, in order not
to lose the name “Ziari” and mention Pkhovi
too. The second site discovered by us was
called - Ziari 2.

Mr. Bugianishvili found Ziar-Pkhoveli at the
beginning of the 70s. The material about it is
published in “Georgian Archeology” Volume
I, unfortunately, | could not find any other

document relating to this monument and-

based on this information, | began its search-
ing on Gombori ridge, in the forest. In 2011-
2012-2013 | was looking for it, but could not
find, in November 2014, when flora uncov-
ered and vison improved, we found an old
groove. We started work in the same vyear,
but what is the most important we found
another monument while searching this site
— Ziari 2, which as it seems is more archaic
than the first monument. As Mr. Tamaz dat-
ed the monument belonged to Mindel-Riss
interglacial stage, that is warming period be-
tween the years 400 000 -240 000. Mr. Tamaz
did not reach the bedrock, we went down
there and found the same material, which
Mr. Tamaz had described. Clactonian culture
is also proved. Mr. Buginashvili also men-
tioned it, but Clactonian culture is very old,
before it was dated back to 400 000 -250 000
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years, according to the new classification it is
half a million years old. Besides stone mate-
rial, we found bone material, which is poorly
protected. We found the fragments of two
lower jaw of human (handled them to an-
thropologist), we gave the information and
photos to American colleagues. According to
preliminary estimate, it is really a human jaw
fragments, but whether it is modern or not,
will be determined by anthropological study.
The material is calcitized and needs a special
treatment and cleaning.

8 in situ (immovable) cultural layers were
revealed.Later, some sections of the layer
were cut by calcite or early Christian peri-
od buildings, so there are in situ layers and
faults.Layer, in which two jaws were found is
in situ layer. The work is going on very slow-
ly, so the identity of the monument has not
been confirmed yet, about it (it is source of

raw material, the material was processed

there) and its antiquity indicates the other
fact- the monument discovered by us, which
is undoubtably a workshop, because all the
items, each stone that we found there are ar-
tefacts. This is the eastern part of Gombori,
which is limestone system. Raw material for
stone tools is mainly limestone, later flint
was use. Flint deposits, were uncovered lat-
er, accordingly, it was developed later. It is
interesting that here are preserved intact,
horisontal layers. One stitched layer is found,
the age of which is not determined yet, but
it is surely a trace of fire. Technologically, ty-
pologycally, in primitiveness this material is
similar to Dmanisi material, it may be more
primitive, which is caused by the location of
the monument near limestone and flint de-
posits, but this assumtion needds to be var-
ified and to find the dated material, which is

a matter of future research.

Mr. Nick, How rich is Georgia with Paleolithic sites and what is
its touristic potential? How is Paleolithic of Georgia considered
in the world’s scientific community?

Paleolithic sites are found in all regions of Georgia, but the well-researched areRioni-Kvirila

Basin monuments. There are many in Samtskhe-Javakheti, although stratigraphy is not record-

ed there and accordingly, their scientific value is less. It is also important that it seems, ancient

sites in western Georgia were also common in Colchis Lowlands, for example: in the region,
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which is 100 m above the sea level, we found
Lower Paleolithic axes and Middle Paleolithic
material. This indicates that during tectonic
upheavals this part of western Gergia went
down sea level was risen and so a large part
of the territory was covered by swamps and
the sea, however, the surviving material can
still be found, ie, the territory was developed.
The trace of Paleolithic is seen everywhere
from Thilisi to any direction.

The touristic potential is huge. | have been
working on this direction for a long time,

part of projects are in procession. Ministry
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of environement and Natural Resources
Protection of Georgia and Sachkhere munic-
ipaity are interested in touristic potential of
the sites. Sites in Sachkhere are located also
along the central highway, caves of different
periods and different function follow each
other. So it is easy to reach and | think that
the tour should be organized in caves, they
should become tourist sites.

As for the international importance of the
Paleolithic of Georgia, in the international
scientific community Georgia is considered

as one of the Mecca of Paleolithic...”

The interwie was conducted by
Maya Cholokhashvili
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL

DIGEST

KASPI - June - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia,
the archaeological works were caried out
in Kaspi municipality, village Mrgvali Chala
(round grove) (Head Vakhtang Licheli).

A Within the framework of spreading
Grakliani Hill culture, a field management
was conducted in this site. Particularly, in Mr.
Licheli’s opinion, according to the specifica-
tion of multylayer Grakliani Hill, where the
trace of intense life in II-I millennium was
confirmed, another archaeological monu-
ment should be near Gori, in the radiation
area of Grakliani dominant monument.

Mrgvali Chala Arcaeological site is located
on the left bank of the river Lekhura, on the
3rd kilometer of Mrgavli Chala — Kaspi high-

GRAKLIANI HILL = June - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia,
in June 2015, the IV stage archaeological ex-
cavation carried out on Grakliani Hill (Head
Vakhtang Licheli).

This time field works continued on the
top of the isolated hill and its west isthmus.
20 trenches were cut, in N1-2 trenches, in
cultura layer under humus layer, roof tile
fragments painted in red were found. On
the basis of the same material (Mtskheta,
Armaztsikhe) this layer is dated back to II-
Il centuries AD. In N 19-20 trenches, which
are on the to pof the hill, under humus and
loamy ground, fragments of burned wooden
beams and adobe were found. In Mr. Licheli’s
opinion, adobe (mud-brick) is made of rough
clay mised with chaff and is not similar to
the bricks of antique period.Thier structure

way, on the high hill slope from east to west.
6 intelligence trenches have been cut in dif-
ferent parts of the hill. Pottery fragments
have been found in all trenches. Especially
interesting picture was seen in N 6 trench cut
on the top of the hill, where on just 8 sq.m.
space terrace a large amount of plaster, ce-
ramics, schematically performed, small an-
thropomorphic terra cotta figures were re-
vealed.

In Mr. Licheli’s opinion, here in the 1st mil-
lennium BC, may have been a religious build-
ing and functioning of the cult directly re-
lated to the massive settlement in Grakliani
Hill, from which the building is 3-4 kilometers
away. To prove this hypothesis, it is necessary

to continue field research.

is mch closer to the VIl century BC plaster.
Similar remains of plastering were found on
the IV terrace — C 9 square.

One of the most significant aschievements
of the fourth stage is considered to be a de-
tection of cultiral layer on the IV terrece - C9
square dated back to VIII-VII BC. Adobe wall
frgments plastered with a thin layer of clay
have been cleaned. Here also the fragments
of gray pitchers were found, on the bottom
of which the remains of crops were found,
namely soft wheat, which is planted twice
a year and millet. Particularly noteworthy,
a clay seal found in the same layer, on its
lower plane high relief concentric circles are
made. Similar seal is found on IV millenium
BC Gudabertkha former settlement.
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DIDNAURI - June - 2015

In April-June 2015, by financing of National
Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation,
Kakheti archaeological expedition (Head-
David Naskhidashvili, consultant -
Constantine (Kiazo) Pitskhelauri) carried out
field works in Didnauri former city and cem-
etery.

“Didnauri” former city is located in the
western part of the large Shirak Valley, on the
9th kilometer of Dedoplistkharo-Lower Ridge
road. It was found as a result of decoding the
satellite photos.

Excavation works were carried out in the
southern fence of the gate of the former city
and in the cemetery existing in its surround-
ing area. The entire area of the former city
and the cemetery was has been planned (ar-
chitect M. Kasradze), 8 districts have been
allocated (an area 400x400 m), each district
is divided into 100 plots (an area 40x40 m),
plots — 4x4 m squares.

The entire area of “Didnauri” former city
is cropland, most of which is privatized. The
main objective of the expedition was to set
the former city borders, to announce the
former city territory as the protected archae-
ological zone by state structures (within the
law).

Archaeological excavations were carried out
in April-June 2015.

The expedition carried out works on the
cemetery on the three areas divided by ver-
tical sections.

Currently, black soil layer (from three trench-
es) are taken to the south and the north, on
50 m distanace. Crushed stone layer is in the
east and the west, also in 50 m distance.

In the cemetery excavated area a large num-
ber of river stone and crushed stone has been
revealed. During the moating of the main

trench some water lines directed from the
west to the east were observed. Supposedly,
the territory was covered by cobble-stone as
a result of water flow downstream. That’s
why the southern part of the cemetery
should be significant and extensively used.

In the north-west of the cemetery, in 300 m
distance, on a small rise, there is a main build-
ing of the former city water supply. Here, at
the southern shore of the river Didnauri,
it seems to be quite large reservoir, which
from the eastern side was also abutted by
a large dam. Visual observation shows that
cobble stones are used for making a dam.
In the north of the cemetery, in 180 m dis-
tance there is “Didnauri” former river-bed.
To connect the existence of powerful alluvial
layers on cemetery area with river flooding
is not possible. Such material of stone does
not exist in Shiraki, it must be brought from
Alazani banks and apparantly, was used for
reinforcing the dam of the main building of
water suuply in the former city. As a result of
dam disorder and flooding the cemetery ares
was covered by crushed stones.

Nevertheless, the expedition was able to ex-
plore four tombs.

Special attention was drawn to a mound
revealed in the northwest corner ( the area
explored by the expedition) of the cemetery.
We think that it is a tumulus, but because of
the extent its study is postponed for the fu-
ture.

Als it should be noted that in the ex-
plored cemetery area a large number of
obsidian flakes, which proves rthe exist-
ence of earky stages of Late Bronze Age
and its previous period tombs in this part
of cemetery.

The expedition carried out large-scale
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works in ths part of former city.

1. The gate was cleaned and walking area,
wall fragments and others were revealed.

2. In the south-eastern part of the gate the
connection between the fence and gate
was determined. Here 0.4 m diameter
vertically erected two pillars’ trace was
found. Presumably, the fence was plas-
tered from outside on wooden construc-
tions.

3. Seemingly, the stone buildings were at-
tached to the inner side of the gate, only
fragments of which remained, because it
is deeply trenched in the southern part of
the asphalted road.

4. A fence attached to the western wall of
the gate has a very interesting construc-
tion.

There is a very interesting flat altar, sur-
rounded by a rectangular yellow clay in the
depth of the fence, attached to the one of
the cobble-stone partitions, which, as it
seems is indication of ritual rules held during
the construction of the fence. Supposedly,
the builders pray for the strength of the city
enclosure to the deity. In the estern part of
the altar there are three hollows filled with a
dark-coloured material. The expedition plans
to make laboratory research of the contetns
of hollows.

In the west part of the gate, in the outside
perimeter of the fence, the works showed
that: the existing rise in the west of the gate,
in 5 m distance (where a solid structure rise
was noticed earlier and the members of the
expedition considered it as the tower ar first)
is the ruin of the lenthwise wall of the fence.

In the westernmost part of the south fence,
in order to determine the structure of the de-
fensive trench and its relation to the fence,
two large sections were drawn. In #1 section

a defensive trench has been fully observed.

According to the cut profile of the defensive
trench, in this part of Shiraki Valley rocks are
aligned in the following order: the top layer is
about 0, 8 m thick humus; Under it there is a
1 m deep yellow clay soil, under which, there
is also 1 m thick sea precipitation (mostly in
small stone consistency), then under it there
is again light yellow lime layer. It is obvious
that the city wall and its protective trench,
were built at the same time, accoridng to
one project and the numerous mass taken
during the trench digging was used for build-
ing a fence.

As a result of N 1 trench it was revealed
that here the fence is fully bent to the south,
which indicated the powerful structure of the
fence and its particular height. The failure of
the fence is observed in almost nine meters.
According to all these data, it is presumable
that “Didnauri” former city was destroyed by
a sudden catastrophe.

Thus, as the expedition has not been able to
enter the territory of the former city so far
(it is fully privatized), the study was limited
to only its outer perimeter. For this reason,
the discovered archaeological material is rel-
atively little.But the basis, in order to discuss
the chronologcal framework of the monu-
ment, its specific archaeological culture and
socio-economic problems, is provided by
ceremic material.

According to the ceramic material, which
were found during the excavastion of the
fence and apparantly, belonged to its build-
ers, the former city is dated back to XII-XI
centuries BC. The city ( according to the ce-
ramic material found in the defensive trench)
ceases to exist in the first centuries of the |
millenniu BC.

If the future archaeological excavations con-
firm the assumption that “Didnauri” former
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city was really destroyed as a result of a po-
erwful seismic disaster, another imporatnt
page will be written in the history of Georgia.
—the history of thousand year old city with
infrastructure, which can be considered as

NOKALAKEVI - June - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia
archaeological works were carried out in
Nokalakevi former city, near the wooden
huse (on trench E), (Head Archaeologist
Nikoloz Murghulia).

Trench E was cut in the eastern sector of
the former city, in 30 meters distance from
the east fences, at the edge of the Megrelian
wooden house. At first stage of excevations,
after removing humus layer, on the entire
area of the trench cobble-stone and lime-
stone (101) were found, whichj contained
lots of lime mortar. 20th century metal
items were revealed in this layer. Under 101
layer, as well as on the entire area a small
limestone-containing layer, fallen from the
northern slope was found. The major part
of archaeological material was represent-

ARMAZISKHEVI - August —2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia, in
August 2015, cleaning archaeological works
was carried out on Armaziskhevi archaeolog-
ical complex (Head Goderdzi Narimanishvili).

Within the framework of Armaziskhevi ar-
chaeological complex rehabilitation and con-
servation, field works are in progress on the
site from 2014. In 2014 the whole area of the
complex was cleaned from old earth fill, in-
cluding pitiakhsh (viceroy) tombs. During the
current field season old cut areas have been
cleaned, some new sites have been found.

the Caucasian Pompeii, Herculaneum, which
will become the basis a for new view of the
major issues in the history of Georgia and the
date of the orign of Georgian state will be es-
tablished at least a thousand years earlier.

ed in construction ceramics. During taking
this layer, the South-North orientation wall
was revealed in the west part of the trench.
Walls are built in dry structure, with avarage
size cobble-stones and rock stones (they are
placed in one row). On the eastern edge of
the wall, a leaned wall was seen, which sup-
posedly, is a rubble about 1-1,5 m high. It
must be constructed in the late Middle Ages
(17th-18th centuries) and perhaps, abutted
specific residential and industrial area.

For this time the wall has been removed and
its fixation has been carried out. In the future
for revealing a defensive trench, it is desir-
able to carry out additional archaeological
works, in order to deepen the trench, to re-
veal the full outline of defensive trench and
carry out its documenting/fixation.

Works were carried out in four sections:

Section | - field works continued in the
southern part of Aspaurukis burial ground,
two agricultural holes and a small stone box
of early Middle Ages have been excavated. A
terra cotta fragment decorated in high relief
ornament was found on a roof tile. Lots of
pottery fragments were found around the
burial ground and in holes.

Section Il — a two- cell building has been
excavated, inner space and outer perimeter
have been cleaned. N 7 storage room frag-
ment of multi- cell building has been found.
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Under the wall of N5 and N7 storage rooms
of multi-cell building older, still unknown
a large hall of early Middle Ages has been
found.

Section llI- is located between two-cell and
threshold buildings, intact cultural layer has
been revealed only in one part of this section;
Pottery (a large number) of the Late Classical
period has been found. The complete study
of this section is planned for future.

Section IV — threshold building, is built of

limestone, consists of two halls. It is located
in the north-east part of the archaeological
complex (to the bath). The works were car-
ried out outside as well asininterior space. 10
meter long wall, built of limestone, has been
found in outer perimeter, the final excava-
tion of which and clearing up its connection
to the bath are related to future excavations.
A new, still unknown the third water-pipe has
been excavated, which archaeologists link to
the final step of bath function.

ARMAZTSIKHE (BAGINETI) - August - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia, in
July 2015, archaeological excavations were
carried out in Bagineti (Armaztsikhe) antique
former city (Head Goderdzi Narimanishvili).

Archaeological excavations were planned
on five sections:

Section | —main field works were carried out
on terrace Il, in the southern part of the set-
tlement found in previous years. According
to the project 100 sg. m area has been exca-
vated, N 4,8,13 houses have been fully exca-
vated, in N 11 house a stratigraphic section
has been cut on the floor, four construction
horizons of Late Classical period were found.

Section Il — it directly adjoins two-cell build-
ing and cellar. Here a strong cultural layer
dated back to 1st century BC and 1stcentu-
ry AD, which included Late Hellenistic paint-
ed ceramic and a large number of roof tiles.
However, to link this material to any of the
buildings is not possible. Also, a wall built
with hewn stone has been found, it runs par-
allel to the north wall of the cellar and on its
western facade stones holes for fixing a door
are cut. Under these walls a waster duct built
with well hewn stone has been found. The
determination of purpose and function of
the wall is the matter of future excavations.

On section Il = 50 sg. m area should be ex-
cavated, in order to see a long wall and roof
tiles revealed in previous years. A 18 sq. m
area was excavated which showed that roof
tiles and wall encroach the area which is not
excavated. In this part the capacity of broods
reaches 5 meters and excavations was not
continued.

In Section IV in front of the eastern facade
of “two-cell building” a 14 m long and 2, 5-3
M wide trench was cut. This work was done
to reveal one part of a building with rammed
clay floor and tiles in the trench drawn in the
XX century, also to determine its connection
with two-cell building. Cobble-stone walls,
rammed clay floor under tiles and the re-
mains of drainage channel were revealed.

Section V- is located at the fortification
system wall of the former city. In 2015 two
trenches were cut in this section, which then
were combined into a 264 sg. m. area. A part
of fortification wall found in the trench in the
40s of the XX century was cleaned. Herewith
mud walls, a wall built on mortar and a build-
ing destroyed by a fire were excavated. Here
also was found another wall built with sand-
stone. A defensive system was also found in
this site, which includes fortification build-
ings of different periods.
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Layers revealed in 2015 belong to different
periods. They include five cultural layers from

ALAVERDI - August - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia, in
August 2015, the archaeological excavations
were carried out in Alaverdi Monastery com-
plex (Head Gia Makharadze).

The excavations were carried out in tow sec-
tions of the coplex:

1. 1l.at the north apse of the 11th century
cathedral, at the Holy Father Joseph Ala-
verdeli grave.

2. 2.In the south and west corner of the
monastery complex.

Pillars at Holy Joseph’s grave were cleaned
again, it turned out that these pillars were
penetrated into the Early Medieval age stone
boxes. It has been confirmed that chrono-
logically cemetery composed of stone box-
es is the ancient layer of Alaverdi, which
stratigraphically corresponds to the hall type
church found in previos field seasons, at the

GEGUTI - September - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia,in
September 2015, the archaeological excava-
tions were carried put in Geguti palace com-
plex ( Head Roland Isakadze).

Archaeological study specified stratigraphy
of the monument.

The earliest I, Il and Ill architectural lay-
ers are the walls built with cobble-stone on
mortar. Where the remains of the 4th -5th
century fortress and various buildings were
showed. Painted plastering on the pillar built
with cobble-stone is the new phenomenon
in early medieval Georgian archaeology.

the 1st century BC to the 1st century AD.

outside fagade of the northern apse of the
cathedral.

The main field works were carried out in
the south-east part of the yard, at the muse-
um under construction, where in 2014 field
seasons a fortification system dated back to
the IX-X centuries was found. A 35 meters
long section was cleaned. In the east part
of the fence an important discovery was ob-
seerved- a construction ceramic factory was
excavated, which clearly outlined the strong
traces of fire; kilns, clay mixing pits, ware-
housed ready goods and others were found.

Arefacts stored in the factory proved that
here were produced both types of tiles (flat
and riffle), large hump tiles, water and sew-
age pipes, a small amount of pottery and
others. Ovens are attached directly to the
fence, fire-kiln departmenst are inlaid with
refractory bricks. The final study of the site
has not been completed.

The IV construction layer is square-shaped
fortress built in large Quadra laying, which
was fortified with 8 semi-circle towers.
Stratigraphically the next stage (V-VI lay-
ers) is a room with fireplace and rectangu-
lar building, which was partially destroyed
during the fireplace building construction.
This layer is destroyed by a strong fire, it is
connected to the Marwan ibn Muhammad’s
punitive expedition and is dated back to 7th
century.

A brick building belongs to VII-VIII layers,
determination of its more or less complete
plan is the matter of future. In Mr. Sanikidze’s
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opinion, this building is closed to grand
brick palace of the IX layer with its volume.
On the basis of parallel brick building-con-
sidering the stratigraphy of Kutaisi former
city and Bagrati Cathedral- it is connected
to Abkhazian kings construction activity.
Archaeologists attribute the same era fence
fragments found in XIII-XIV trenches, which
might abut the palace almost on the entire
perimeter with Rioni channel.

KHVAMLI - September - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia,
the arcaeological excavations were car-
ried out on Khvamli mount (Head David
Sulkhanishvili).

Field works were cerried out in two sections
— in the surroundings of St. George church
and in “Maqvlisgana”.

A 300 sg. m. area has been excavated in the
south-west of St. George Church, outside the
fence, in 55-60 meters distance. The low-
er structure of two repositories built with
limestone Quadra (probably a misericords
and a cell). Two construction levels have
been determined. The first is built with hewn
Quadra; the second — with the first level ru-
ins of stone and crude stones. Pottery discov-
ered on the floor of the building, including
glazed ones are dated back to Late Middle
ages. Processed boulders, which have fallen
from the ruined walls are stored for further
restoration and conservation of the building.

In the south-east of the church in
“Magvlisgana” a 550 sq. m. area has been

ZIARI - August - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia, in
August 2015, the archaeological, multidisci-

The layer IX is a grand brick palace. Built on
the whole perimeter of the old fortress con-
structed in big Quadra laying. This construc-
tion belongs to David the Builder, George I
and Queen Tamar epoch, and the detected
traces of the destruction to the Mongol in-
vasions.

A wing found in the eastern part of the com-
plex is considered to be the Late Medieval
building.

excavated, a strange seasonal residential
complex was found. It is placed in a hollow
between natural rocks and the fence; A fence
was excavated, two circular and one semicir-
cular buildings, 4 grottos and 3 caves. The
floor was paved with so called “Kokhi stones”

(a stone which does not burst in fire), a small
number of ceramics and obsidian and flint
weapons were found. A A faceted hematite
— so called “Oracle dice” was found in one
of the receptacles, it has 8 truangular and
6 square sides. On the triangular side there
are carved signs, which is being studied. In
the itelligence trenches cut in the grotto and
cave, pottery and polished bones of animal
ankle.

The archaeological material discovered on
the monument is predetermined to belong
to Early Classical and Roman period.

Besides stationary excavations the expedi-
tion conducted reconnaissance works and
revealed about ten other complexes similar
to “Magqvlisgana”

plinary studies were carried out in Gurjaani
municipality, on the open palaeolithic dwell-
ings _"Ziar Pkhoveli” and “Ziari 2” (Head Nick
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Tushabramishvili)

12 squares were excavated on “Ziari
Pkhoveli”, 7 lithographic layers and several
inserts were determined. Archaeologists at-
tribute the discovered material in lI-1V layers
to middle Paleolithic era. It should be not-
ed that in lll and VI layers human teeth and
jaws have been discovered. However, as Mr.
Tushabramishvili notes, anthropological re-
mains are very calcitized and finding out spe-
cies is only possible after their cleaning and
special study. He thinks that ,Ziar Pkhoveli”
layers should be extended in depth and it is
possible to find much older layers in future.
Currently, the classification of the discovered
stone and bone is in process; the samples
and taken for paleobotanical and palynolog-
ical studies.

5 lilthological layers are fixed in immovable

KHUNTSI - August - 2015

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia,in
August 2015, an intelligence archaeologi-
cal excavationa were cerried out in Khuntsi
former fortress (Head Beso Lortkipanidze).
The former fortress is located in Martvili
municipality, in the north of village Khuntsi,
on Kukiti hill, on the right bank of the riv-
er Tskhenistskali, on the 8th kilometer of
Martvili-Khoni motorway.

3 years ago on the territory of the fortress a
mobile operator’s station was put. A cultural
layer was damaged during theground works,
fragments of walls of buildings, human bones
and pottery were found.

The purpose of cutting intelligence trench-
es on the site was to discover materi-
al for identification of historical fortress
Onogurisi. The name of this fortress is men-
tioned by the 6th century Byzantine histo-

condition.It has been confirmed that this site
is practically a workshop located at stone and
limestone deposit. Archaeological masterial
is represented of a large number of stone
workpiece brought from limestone and flint
deposits. Tools are found in a relativelely
small amount. Mr. Tushabramishvili consid-
ers it as an established fact, that stone mate-
rial typologically and technologically is simi-
lar to Dmanisi and Olduvai material; It is still
too early to speak about the exact age, but
it is proved that this is one of the oldest and
the most important monuments in Georgia
and in the Caucasus.

Fossils of bones, paleontological remains,
particularly, wild horse, wisent, deer are
found in layers. Trace of fire is found in sec-
tions.

rian Agathias Scholasticus, as one of the
most important places in Egrisi area, during
the 20-year war started in 542 between
Byzantium and Sasanian Iran.

In 2015, during the field season, Georgian-
English archaeological expedition in Nokal-
akevi cut four intelligence boreholes, in or-
der to determine cultural layers in the inner
area of the fortress. Ceramic products of Late
Classical and Early Medieval periods were
found in all boreholes, including construction
ceramics - brick, fragments of both types of
roof tiles, also the fragments of floor paved
with hydraulic fluid and the most important,
the extreme lower structure of lime stone
walls. Intelligence excavations revealed an im-
portant material, which indicates to the pre-
sumable existence of a large fortress in this
place; To prove this hipothesis, it is necessary
to start stationary excavations in this area.
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NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY

Ziari

By financing of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia,
an archaeological expedition, led by the
professor of Arts and Sciences faculty at llia
State University, Nikoloz Tushabramishvili,
carried out field-research works in Gurjaani
municipality, village Ziari on stratified sites
in Kakheti region Ziar-Pkhoveli and Ziari 2.

This Paleolithic dwelling is an open type si-
te, where cultural layers are represented in
their real form. There are only two such si-
tes in the terreitory of Georgia — Dmanisi and
supposedly Akhalkalaki | (which has not been
studied yet). As, in general, open type Paleo-
lithic dwellings are less found in Georgia, and
in Kakheti region there is very little informa-
tion about the prevalence of the Paleolithic,
deteronation of Ziar-Pkhoveli location and its
complex reseach was inevitable and urgent.

In the 60s and 70s of the 20" century Ziari
was partially studied by the expedition group
of an archaeologist Tamaz Bugianishvili (he-
ad of the expedition Konstantine (Kiazo) Pit-
skhelauri). Bugianishvili attributed the mo-
nument to the middle Acheulean culture [T.
Bugianishvili 1969, 1979, 1991].

Ziar-Pkhoveli (found by T. Bugianishvili) part
of Paleolithic material was kept in in Ilia Sta-
te University Museum. During its preliminary
studies it was considered that the material
belonged to the Lower as well as to the Mid-
dle Paleolithc era. And it is possible to consi-
der it as an example of Acheulean era Clac-
tonian culture. This culture mainly belongs
to Homo erectus and in Europe it is dated
back to previous and subsequent periods of
around 500 000 — 400 000 years, ie Mindel-

Risi Interglacial (period between ice age). Of
course, in ths era human settlement in the
open dwelllings was possible. Our hypothe-
sis is approved by the existence of flint mine
(the source of raw metrial) in the vicinity of
the site.

The main reason of finding and studying Zi-
ar-Pkhoveli was to fill the hiatus of the time,
which is established in the territory of Geor-
gia between the ages of Old Stone Age si-
tes — Dmanisi Lower Paleolithic dwelling (1,8
million years) and Tsona-Kudari Caves (400
000 year).

The archaological group of llia State Uni-
versity together with the students (head N.
Tushabramishvili) has carried out intelligen-
ce excavations several times. In December
2013, it the approximate location of the site
was determined.

In October and November 2014, by financing
of the National Agency for Cultural Heritage
Preservation of Georgia, llia State University
“Research Center of Paleoenvironment Re-
construction and Archaeological Research”
together with the archaeological group of Te-
lavi State University carried out the first joint
expedition. The old sections were revealed,
their excavation were continued and it was
confirmed that geological and cultural layers
on the archaeological sites are in immovab-
le - in situ condition. Also, our preliminary
opinion has been confirmed that the earliest
age of the monument should be determined
at about 500 000 — 400 000 over the previo-
us and subsequent periods. The dating of the
monument by the exact, absolute methods is
a matter of further research.

It should be noted that according to the the
current information, there were palaeonto-



logical remains survived in the layers, in par-
ticular, wild horse, bison, deer. It is likely that
in future as a result of paleobotancal and
palynological research other species of fauna
will be found and the environmental conditi-
ons created in the particular part of the Old
Stone Age will be defined.

We gained a very important information as
a result of a survey of the local population, in
particular: in the 60s and 70s of the 20" cen-
tury a local resident accidentally found the
skeleton of a young child in one of the layers,
the future fate of which is unknown. After tal-
king with the staff of Gurjaani Municipality
Culture Departemnt it bacame clear that the-
re is stiil the capability to find this discovery.

During the search works for determination
of Ziar-Pkhoveli exact location another new
place has been revealed, which was called —
“Ziari 2”.

»Ziari 2” is immivable, in sity geological
and the cultural layers situated at the lode
of stone raw meterial, limestone and limes-
tone flint deposits. Five lithological layers
are represented, one of which is culturally
sterile.

The processing technology of stone materi-
al revealed in layers are very primitive. The
material typologically and technologically
are similar to Dmanisi mateltrial. Talking
about the exact age of the monument is still
too early, but we can preliminarily assume
that it is one of the oldest and therefore
very important monuments in Georgia and
in the Caucasus.

It should be noted that bone fossils we-
re discovered in the layers. Of course, they

are fragmented, but the fact that the bone is
well preserved, is significant for the future.

Also the discovery of stitched layer (fi-
re sign) in the section is very important.
The oldest traces of fire use is established
in Africa, Kenya, on archaeological sites in
“Koobo Fora” and “Chesowanja”, and in Eu-
rope-France, in the territory of Nice, place

“Terra Amata”(400 000 year)

Works on the monument still continues. In
future, we plan to expand multidisciplinary
researches with collaboration of foreign in-
stitutions.

We consider the results of Ziari monuments
valuable study as a very important informa-
tion for studying prehostory of Georgia (and
not only of Georgia), for determination the
ways and reasons of living and settlement of
ancient human on the territory of Georgia.

ATourist potential of the monument

In case of good promotion of the explored
monument, it will be possible to invilve it
in the local and international tourist routes.
Moreover, that Ziari itself and its surroun-
ding area was a resort and has a distinctive,
wonderful landscape.

Also it is important to show the potential of
Ziari as a tourist recreational zone. Ziari are-
as are situated at about 900-1200 meters
abov sea level, annual precipitation is 700-
800 mm, annual average temperature is 9-10
C°, in August the average temperature is 2-3
degress lower compared with the similar in-
dex of Ziari surrounding Alazani Valley. In Zi-
ari area on the forest grey soils mainly oak




NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY

and hornbeam grow. There are Stone Age
and Feudal Age archaeological and histori-
cal monuments. A mud volcano formation
is found on Ziari terrotory. All of this, based
on the appropriate and detailed study, gives
us opportunity to say that village Ziari and its

surroundings may become a very important
toorisy and recreational zone not only for
Kakheti region but for the whole Georgia.

Nikoloz Tushabramishuvili

THE DOLOCHOPI Basilica Archeological Re-

search in the Nekresi Former City

Nodar Bakhtadze, Vazha Mamiashvili, Bachana Gabekhadze

The has-been-church site called by us
Dolochopi basilica is located in Georgia,
near the town of Kvareli, on the right bank
of the river Duruji, on the early medieval for-
mer settlement area covered with woods.
In 2004, when this monument was discov-
ered by the expedition from Janashia State
Museum of Georgia, we expressed our con-
sideration about its probable function on the
basis of only a couple of visible details.

On the grounds of our appeal in 2012-2015,
the National Agency for Cultural Heritage
Prevention of Georgia financed the ar-
cheological research works on the monu-
ment, which were held in cooperation with
Georgian National Museum and llia State
University.

As a result of the excavations, it was
revealed that the ruins and the layer of the
ground covered the remains of the grand, 44
m long and 29 m wide basilica (it means that
the given monument is the largest among
basilicas that have been discovered in east-

ern Georgia until now — its length exceeds
well-known in Georgia, the largest-scale
Bolnisi Sioni Cathedral by 16 m.).The temple
is built with well-selected split limestone;
and even the most accurately-made details
(arches, chapiters and etc.) were constructed
of easily carved Shirim stone.The main hall is
divided in naves by means of 5 pairs of cross-
like planning pillars; the central nave ends in
semicircular planning apsis from the eastern
side, and the side naves —in rectangular pas-
tophoriums.

The investigation of the building materials
thrown around on the floor from the time of
the church destruction convinced us that the
roof of the given basilica was covered with
tiles placed not on the stone arches, but on
the wooden beamed construction, similarly
to the vast majority of early Christian basili-
cas from the Roman — Byzantine world. The
remains of the basilicas roofed in the same
style have not been found in our country
until recently; consequently, most of the
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Georgian art historians absolutely denied the
existence of the basilicas roofed by means of
the similar method in Georgia.

Apart from the mentioned above, unusual
for the Georgian churches of the following
period, decorative elements corroborated
in Dolochopi basilica, should point out that
the presented in the temple style was ad-
opted from the Christian basilicas spread in
the eastern provinces of Byzantine Empire
and some of the adjacent regions in the IV-V
centuries. The analogous samples of clay-
ware fragments, dated from the V century
and well-known from the early medieval
Georgian archeological monuments, discov-
ered in the earliest stratigraphical layers of
the church during the excavations, add per-
suasiveness and validity to the possibility of
building the Dolochopi basilica at such an
early stage. The analysis of the obtained ar-
tifact findings properly defined the time as
well as the circumstances of the interruption
of the temple functioning - the basilica is be-
lieved to be destroyed in the VIII century by
ravage and fire as a result of the enemy foray.

Itis notable that approximately two decades
ago, 4-5 kilometers away from the given site,
on the territory of the former town — Nekresi,
we already found the basilica of almost simi-
lar scale and analogous design, which on the
basis of even more archaic details and mate-
rial evidences discovered on the floor during
the excavations,was firmly dated back from

the second half of the IV century.

The given circumstance, together with ad-
ditional arguments obtained as a result of
archeological investigation in Dolochopi ba-
silica, enables us to look anew into the issue
of probable architectural construction of the
first Christian temples in Georgia. In partic-
ular, the consideration affirmed in Georgian
scientific field for the last several decades
should be regarded as unreasonable; accord-
ing to this theory, from the time of recogniz-
ing Christianity as official religion in Qartli
Kingdom onward - for nearly 150 years, not
very clearly well-thought-out dogmatically or
architecturally, small-size churches used to
be built in the country; and after evolution-
ary development of these temples on the lo-
cal ground, only by the end of the V century
and at the beginning of the VI century, build-
ing of well-planned basilic type temples, al-
ready improved stylistically and constructive-
ly, was started. Therefore, Georgia was not at
all the only exception among the countries
of the ancient Christian civilizaztion, on the
territories of which, during the same IV-V
centuries, larger churches, designed presice-
ly in accordance with taking into account the
canonical liturgy requirements, were being
built in large numbers.
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316990000 moMomegds.

3mmagdioedo  @oymo  dMabygomb
Lodngg dMdabbggma dogimmzbgds .
LoboMmagabgmmo  3mobogozszool dg-2
&03b, 564y “gmmmabgdn® dndobdntgdl
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Lomomn).  g300bdM0bxom-s@MgM 3060l
bobodn 3o Mmamey hobl, dgosMomg-
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UNKNOWN ARTEFACTS from the village Chrdili

Revaz Kvirikaia, Ketevan Ramishvili, Dmitry Zhvania

In the spring of 1015 in Kharagauli historic
museum an archaeological collection con-
sisting of 15 items were brought from the vil-
lage Chrdili, which were accidentally found in
the 50s of the 20th century in the district of
the same village (Table I, II, llI, fig. 1).

Village Chrdili is located in the northern
foothill of Meskheti mountain ridge, on the
left of the river Zvarula, 720 meters above
the sea level.

The collection consists of 15 items (Table I-111,
Fig. 1). 12 items must be dated to the 8th-7th
centuries BC (Table I: 1-7: Table II: 1-4; Table
[l1). One — cone-shaped item, which may be
a spear tip (Table 1-8), must be of later time,
about the 6th -4th centuries BC. A pottery
fragment with a woman profile relief (Fig. 3)
probably belongs to Roman period (the 2nd-
3rd centuries AD). It is still unclear the date
of the bone item (Table 1I-5), because such
things existed for a long period of time.

A buckle with ram head image (Table II-3;
Fig. 2), is totally unique for Georgia, similar
item in the Caucasus is found only in Qoban
(North Caucasus) and is dated back to the
8th-7th centuries BC.

We do not know the circumstances in which
these items were found, - in one place or
away from each other. However, the analy-
sis of the material makes it possible for us

to suppose that, in the place where these
items were found, should be a very inter-
esting monument (supposedly a cemetery,
which belongs to the 8th-7th centuries. If we
consider that an iron item (spear or pit) and
the vessel with the image of a woman belong
to the later period, and the bone item must
be of earlier period, it is possible, that this a
multilayer monument or several monuments
of different periods.

Kharagauli region is less studied in the ar-
chaeological point of view. Only in the 20s
and 30s of the last century a small-scale
excavations were carried out by Professor
G. Nioradze in Deviskhvreli (the Paleolithic
cave) and by Professor M. Ivashchenko in
Bori. In the 60s Dr. G. Tskitishvili carried out
excavations in Bori again (a cemetery of the
1st -2nd centuries BC). This region seems to
be rich in archaeological monuments of all
periods. Only a famous bowl of bori, with
Pitiaksh’s inscription (the 1st -2nd centuries
AD) or Sargveshi “treasure”, which is actu-
ally the burial complex, with its famous sil-
ver bowl-with a brilliant and unique sample
of Sassanian Toreutics (3rd century AD) are
worth-while. The majority of different inter-
esting exhibits kept in Kharagauli historical
museum, are discovered by chance.

This region is also interesting with its geo-
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graphical location: it is on the boarder of the
east and west Georgia. Here were the main
roads joining the west and the South Georgia
and therefore might be a meeting place of cul-
tures. This is proved by Zvare Collection, which
contains artefacts characteristic for the Colchis
and east Caucasian cultures.

Considering all these, beginning of the archaeo-
logical works in this part is an extremely neces-
sary and urgent matter.
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bodqdomg badmmddn dg39(3095000:
1L 89@bogmgdor 9brs @odgbE eyl
oM mam@OdOhmbmmmaon®mnsbb-
39065305 9O »3obgomsbdMabyge-
mb dg@omyGaonmo boa@dmgdals
30M39mo@0 5 dgmMomo 396 go-
ob gdb3mye@oinalb @obobyabo,
5bg 3mmbgmalb dmnsbgomdn sMbg-
b bodmodobm bomdmgdal dg-
amqdbg (ogbsdgmn, bzebgoma, Mo-
go)Em3gmo3gMomeosbabygds

boymndoms omg§mmn

Lymayoyg®ao bL3omgbdolb dow-
bgdolb dm3mggds, dobo 3oMmggmeo-

0 530353985 @5 30bmmgds do-
Moboomgol;

2. LoyyMomgdmy, dJmowsb dsMdo
L3nmygbdal bgmgyma Mo Laboom
dg3Jmbrsm —3bmmmmbobggem-
BodM03o@goabo, oy goM3zgmmo

bobomo ¢339 ©93bDogdymo mo-
ombob bobom3onym;

3. Omdgmo Mgaomboob @o Mo Lob-
ob do@boom (mdboymoa, 30Mdm-
bogymoa-bomagodydo, 0gb6gd
Lymxyoy®obdomgbdolb dowsbo)
LobBmmdEs gmmbgmolb sMg-
3G 0bgomb bobolb (ob3sbo, goh-
Mm@0) 6G0bxgomb LoboMdmm baob-
gmmbbmgdo, ©0EO
bobomo, LogoMmomome, 3mmm-
(39600L6565d0 30d0boMmg GMOLL-
3®gbogmo  ©>  Ggacdgbogmo
3 migbgdalb dgogasm gsboc-
30Ors > $mOgydzgd dmgdae
[XaxyTanwsuam 1984: 146-151];

4, dg@bogmygdoc aobomyzg-
30s dooEsb dsMdo L3nmgbdal

bgomgnmom dm3aMmagqgdalb gdyg-

M3 gmod

dob, @BmbLEIMAGoMmgdabs o
dmdomo  mEmaobodsoigoal  bog-
nobgdo;

5. Loob@gmgbms Lo aos@omeEs



3G 0bgombdg@omayMaommobom-
dmgdolb 3oMggmomn ©s JgmMo-
o 39Mgdolb ©odszegzdomgdgmao
Logmdymbogogomadbgda?

6. 3930060935 o9 9GS Jmmbgom-
ob dmoobgomal Lodmbobmme so-
30bgds moombal bLodsmgdal
dm3mggdobdMmobyombbobseda?

7. 3yy@dngo d0dEnbosmgmdms oy
06 Lodmodobm BoMmImgdal dg-
amgddg Ladndomgda? oy doab
335360 3mododmo 3ommdgdal
a0m35mobbobgdonom dbmmme bg-
bmbyFmobsbosmabsnym?

8. 3ymdngo bmgGmds dmbob-
mgmds 3madn, oy bgdmby Mo ©?
3obgbol  ao(393s
356 339mbBomo@ 33963561955 abgmo
3Omdmadymo  bogombolb a0 3393990,
Mmam@ozes dmobs ©s domal mMongm-

o3 30mbggddy

0mdd 3mmbgodo, Hm3gembsz dgbadmmo,
doMomowo dmnb dogm doMolb dMab-
XomMb bgomgmom dmdamoggds gobado-
mdg00d. 300b3900 30 08500905 0dnB ™A,
M3 3mmbgomol dmnsbgmdo (sg3bsbgomn,
bgdm Gods, bgsbgmn), bows wd3gmy-
Lo Ladmadowbm bomdmgdol dgamagdos
(36mdomo (3 3mbo(39396dn  3Gmagzm
L3oemgbdolb  dggem  303mMbBs3dg36dL
mghbnd0sb)?, 5370350 sGbgdmmn dobe-
mgdob dobgogom, dMobygomb 3gMomeoda
B0bomgob@ 03 M bobodyg (d4.6.VII-VII LL.)
Mo badmbobmomgda asdmgemgbo-
0 3G 5M0b. 50bndbyem 3gMomedn, Dm-
3096000 353mbszmobol aoMms, moomd-
dnb sbgmngg dgmdsMgmds gojbomogds
330609 39335bombol dm0sbgmol Drmenda

! 39meman® 3mbs(39396Dg ©oyMEbmdoo (3. mme3e)-
609, 8. §mambadg, o. 3omowady, b. dg595d30emn) cmgRb-
<330 L3oygbdal dggmon aod3mbaddg3Mgdo ombndby-
0d bmg. (30896530, qnmgmol doal dosdmygdda,
mg0@ecgdo, myn@gda, ™sdg308s3n, Lmey.306Rb3a,
899396080, abobgrmmdn, bmg. moomodmab, mabge-
bmdo s Lbg. [Lobammgs 1976:24; ms3dsdndg 1963:31].

$9239339

(sgotobs o amMool L3nmagbdal doc-
bgmmolb dmbs, 3. sdomMobbymal, bo-
&96gd0bs s d5b30Lbymol Lomsgggdn)
[06560d30m0 o Lbg. 1998:55].9L ggog@o
35633999 93398L do@gdlL oLy, HmI
3Mmbgmab dmosbgmals doabBobs Dmealb
Lodmbobemme smgobgds @™ dmago-
obm 3gMomedn® dmbs. 83 Mganmbgd-
do 4.6. -l sosbBemgmemgdol dgamgdn
(36mdamons Ibmemme LadsMbgdoom (5bsb-
b, bymob EmEdg6gd0, dmamgdol bo-
dombo, dMomo, 3memm@onmob Ladsmbo),

dgdmbggzoomo  dmbadmgato

063968 9M0b  (30mm3gmo s0dmbgbgdom
(bgobgomo, mghbmdo — Mgl yoo-

moombols

doemosbo (390, bomdsMo am@Ms, 39M-
6930 (bmemmb 3mbo(sndsmo@g@n), 0dgns-
5@ d908606% oMb babal @obabmymabe
5 330068M0bgomb Lobynbo 3gMHomeal
a56dgdom  (J30dsmo |,
Bgs30MmoE  83MgBomo  396Ms30349)-
mo dobomgdol dobgogom, Lszbmamg-

dgmo 30308 BoMnmgdoo (sg3bsbgmo
- dbGe — 3093d0, 3ommn, FomEobgzeMo,

dobb(3900)?,

39956 I, 03Lo, 0309Rg63m, sda0dMs ©o
bb3.), bowsz DmgogGma domgsbals mbg-
@0 JI@GIOYmo Bgbgdo RogMoero ogm
m®3ImbodoMbgdoo (Fomeobgoms, 30356 )
[Conosbes 1960: 69-100; BopoHos 1982:11-
17; Usunnapma 1990]. (3boswons, 3mmbgmol
bobolb  3yyem-
&c9d0bomgal (dmaswew Lbgs  gye-
BMgdlboi  3aymobbdmdm)  odobe-
Loosmgdgmo  moombol 5B ga308gd0b
3mb3Mg&gero bdoegbdob byrmygerab
dmddamoggdgmn  Byamagdol g0bmsm-

MO0 63900 dg@o MmO s 3Mmd-

dM0bgom-sMgM 3060l

2 018(39, 0ba(3 90bO6036sg0s, BMB gmebgmal 8masbyg-
@0 5O JgmEma oMo JoMasm o6 sMab dgbBsgmaema.

3 80g35Rb0s, M3 3mebgmol domnsbgomnsb dmdwo-
botig bbgs aobdgda doMomomaw gsbg3nmgbgds 4.6. I
2moLBmgMmob ababEmmmbs ©s 4.6. | scrsbbemgmmals
©3bobyabl.
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mg3a6mo bosgombos. 830@md bmgngo

0dgmg-
gofom  dbmmme  3m3m@Ggbg-

3mdmgdady  bggmmdobsl
d99embo
dom dgdmzoggefammo. o3 Loznmbgdal
350 33930L gMo-ghmo yzgmodg 360d-
36gmmmgobo  bgadgb@o
dgomegdom dzgmo  L3nemgbdal Lode-
mgdolb dmbgdMngn dobsmgzqgdol dgb-
Bogmos s domn b3gd@Mmn sbamadyMn
3°3m33e93900b  3grgaor  ®IRagboy
mombolb  dgbogmgdmob dgoemgdas
[YepHbix 1965:112; leopkaH 1980:13].
3mmbgmnda  3Mobgomb  Lobsmdmm
Logd00bmbals  sdoEabGYMgdgmon  oM-
&gBod@gd0 oM ghm 6sdmbobmombgs
a0dmgmgboemo, MmImagday Lbgoabbgs
st dgmemmaom® 3gMomelb as693m0369-
b5 (§od. 1144). sMgdMabyoml bobols
m0oonmbRsdmabbdgmo  bobgermmbbmgdals
bodmgdo (Lbgowabbgs bagmals hodmbaobb-
dgmo yomndgdo, Logdgbo domgdn, bm-

a39mgodogMo

©960, Bowagdo, bomggbmgdo, bmgngo
Lobgemmbbmdo ©sdbogdm dMabygomb
603093056 ghmo s 5.3.) dedmhgbogm-
05 0b3ob0l, 565 3m0s 30Mggmobs (I ggbs)
5 gohm@olb (396@Momy@a dme330b
VII-VIE 39m@atgem ggbgddo  [Kydtun
1950: 248,856. 64-1617 Mwukenaase;
Xaxytanwsmam 1985: @)oé. ’IV; ®0dmady
2007: 17, 6. CI-ClI].

d90060b%0mb babol mommbARs3m3Lb-
dgemo Logd056mds LB NM©gds Fohm-
0l (396@Eom@ bodmbobmomdyg (IV-V
39bs), 8339 3m33mgdLol N6 dme(33%9,
sbsgmos ll-0b, gMag@obs (IV ggg9bs) wo
bmbomo -0l (30Mzgmo 19bs) andndy-
3bg [gndmadg 2007:17; dnbbgmoadzomn
s bbg. 2010:48; Mukenaase 1990: 30, §)s0.
IV,12-13; 303903300 &; 353453300 b.
2005: 20, 56. XXVIII-14; amasdg 1982:57].

m0oonmbRsdmabbdgm Logd056mdsbosb
©5 3538069890 6030950 Dmgngfom bob-

9mbbmdo @o3bogdmm dMnbygomlb of-

982993096 ghmow, 33bgzegds 3meb-
9000 830566M0bKsM-50M M 3obal bobals

bodmbabmamgdob 3memEnEmem q693do:
bodgg®a (VI-NII g3960), Ammmdob3damos
bodmbabmoama (VI-III 13969),* x3oggbomo,
bombgady (Il 39bs), J399m Fomawaals
ByFaos, 4399m gomowowalb dgmeg mds-
bo, yygmggo (Il ¥qbs), (3030, 565 3m0s
[I-ob 303gdomg adydgdn, dojLobosl
a0dmdgodymo, sdmoamda, bme. dub-
a@hol  bobobggomomn, mgbsnboMom,
mRbmdnEo, bmgomadgszn, Gobymsbo,
bg9m ndnmodn, gohmEolb N4 dm-
(330, dogoMs 2 ombs, Lmbydol doe,
dm3dmEs, Godndn, 3obEEnzn [UecceH
1935:140-141; 3oemoboosdy 1953: 12-35,62-
63; Roormmaoba 1971:55-56; afMoamos
o bLbg. 1973:30; dnggemadg 1978: 37,40;
ommmesgs 1977: 71-80; Mukenaase;
Xaxytamwsmam 1985:10-11,14, §oo. X3,
836. Rogemgndgnmo 1991:3-26; xodrodg
2006:9-15;  3o3¢p0dgomon;  godmadg
2014:178-191; x0dmodg; 330633500 2013:
241-247; m3o@odgoma 1999: 47-48,
2003: 56-57; s3540dg 2001: 14-31; amasdg
s Lbg. 2010: 160-167; Lamba 1984: 10-
11,18; Nlabenus 1989:64-69].

ChECIgEluul (8o68-
gomob  3nboz03smo@g@o), dmabbobs
bdomob bogergddo (mgbggbs, 3amb,
omdoyg, bobybom, asggmomon, 30bos
5 Lbg.) ®3060L BoMImgdoboseb s 3s-

330690 5O gRSBgdmsb  ghmew
sdmhbgboemns L3omgbdals Bomggbmgdo,

3mmbgondo

Bdmgdo, Bogdo s mabals gsmodals Bo-

%s. 09Lg60 (g.35bmM3mz5L oL 3369300056 godmBnbatyg)
dobobyxomdo, begabdoms Dmedn ablbgbogdl mocmm-
Bob  (6M0bgxomb) Lobmd  babgemmbbmb  (39(3bmals
339moms s 30Bsdo (3omm-(30em 39 Roggmme dMabgoml
603098056 mabolb & Fy@ggmlb [Meccen 1935:140-
141]. 53 9g3mbgg3930 q@Em 3g@on dG0bxomb gsbd-
096 godomogymo mommbRsdmaLb3gmo Labgmmbbm
0geobbdgds. dogbgoszsw s3abs, gb 396480 bagfHom
Bgbbadn dg30896g0.



&gbgdo (bmgg. 30600). 530@8m3 (36096 g-
b0 54 3M0bgombo s M 30bal IMsgsma —
©0E0 09 35§oMd (396@Mob sMmLgdMILL
356M59)Mdgb [sx30]ndg 1988:50]°.
30bgomb d9@omyMao-
aen BoMm3mgdobomeb 3933065540

d9mMo©

bogmgdo @cm J(z06g Momgbmdomas
»o3dmyMomo smdmbogmgm jmebgool
&g mmosdy (bgdm 0dgfgonl Sme-
&m). 03 Mgaombdn yzgmodg sMgmmo,
m00mbRsdm3Lb3gem  bogdosbmdsbmab
539330698990 OB gRddG0 (o oM
Rogogmoom  bodgmg  gmeobs o  bo-
3963bey Jmeob 8rgody Bodrgmgdol
969M0m-50MgdMabgomb babob 3qb9d-
do godmgmagboem L3nemgbdol Labom3mb
&0agmbs ©d mabol yomodals 653Dol)
— J3ob (30(3b30, as3mgemgbaomos dm-
©0bobgl bodmbobmomal 3@ 33oMm-sMod-
Lol 3gMomEal  3PmEYONE  §gbsda
[LogoPoggmmmb sggmemans 1992: 251-
253, 258-259, 263-264; 05855303 o bbs.
2010: 262-263, 268-269, 275; bydogtndy
1986: @od. XVII-5; 2003: 171, @o3. XXIll;
XoysMmadyg 2003:127, Ly&. 97; bomMady
1971:33; 3960 35d30m0 2003: 17, b IV].6
bg3m 0396900L oG mbg 0mbzabals be-
dmbobmomdg, Loombgdo (sgomo Lab-

> ®930030639mo@ gb 3mbadMgds go8mmdzs . Jmea-
dgd, dm3gma(z oM@ z0mal 3bazndamn@g@do, bma.
3ambndo  (mgdsmeal BodsGornmgdom, dw. Ggb-
a0l obda) godmgmgborma 3Gabgombs s 3060l
Bogdal dobgogom, of dG0bgomb Labsmdmm 396ab
39M090mdes [Jnmodg 1965:30]. x. sgadady o6 ablg-
60gdlb s 358 gamManl dgamgdmob oMol smd8mBgboemon
36706%0mb bLaba@m38mm Labgmmbbmagdo.

° ggodhmdo, bedgmy gmegdy @0 LsByREbeg
3megdg smdmBgbomoa Goggmgdo s ysmadal 653bo-
©0 mog0bmogem bos 80335603690l mommbals
(b30gbdals?) Laksdmabbdgmmm boddosbmdsdy.
3mmbgmalb  GgFo@mEnady  yggmedg  sMgmmo
L3oemgbdnbogsb 53 bogdgemo 3G 9BodGgd0
smdmfgbomos  mgfgmmobs  ©s bysm@ndmb  3«-
boz030m0@)989gdda, dmgndy bodmbobenamgdals
Loggomgomgl, mgmto 3mgadal, mGogsemosbs s Rab-
M0l gbgmmom-sgMgdmabygoml babob 3nmm@mmym
3969330 [LogdoMmggmmb sdgmmmaas 1992:253,256-
259; Bommodg 1992:169; 6gdngmndg 2003:171, @od.
XXIl; gogomadg 2003:127, L. 97; s3dsdndg s bbg.
2010: 262-263,268-269].
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™M39ms s 39MabBnbn) 43b39ds NBMH™
dmagzosbm  3gMomeol  (4.6.VII-VII bb.)

Lobgemmbbmb bodmgdo (bLabbdgma yoemo-
39d0, mabob nagmgdo, (30(3630L BMog-
3968900, Bomdg aodmemgatn moommbom,
bogdgbo Bnemgdo, Jobolb BoBgbgda) [go-
amdndg s bbg. 2004: 78, L. 44-48; dob-
sMsdg; 6Moggedg 1992:32).

dm00b 3mmbgmdn dG0bgomb dgmee-
©0 dg@omymaoqmo Bamdmagdol 33oemo
09300050  LEGNMEYds.  mghbyddo,
L. (36900L 63FMBObESMNL J3905 M-
bgbg (4.6. VIII-VII L), gfor-g@mo baomsg-
Lol 05@03%g g98mzmobos J30b yomoda
[Lobomags 1976:96]. godmoddnemos dm-
LodEYdS, MM 53 bogmdgy FbdELIEMES
doMm3obs s LadgPmbs MM3ol Mo
obgmo EogsbrOMmn dMabgomb gom-
30Eo (bo0b 3 LGS (30m 3gobMmabgdymo
BP0 gda 33babrgdol dgbedzmdaw)
[bmyemogs 2002:31, byye.1; 2014:35].
dmbsdmgomoa  dobomgdo
SaLEGNMOL, gmmbgmals G gMoGmo-
sbg  @00mbhodm3dbbdgemon

mame(s

Lobgemb-
bmgdo aodsMmorgmo ngm dmomme bs-
Imbobmomgdol 3nm@Am 396qddo,
Bmarge 30 dom 3gMoggdomm dbstgl.
Bdmgogfo dgambdg (Rmemgobdoms bo-
dmbobmomal V-V 39m@ummmo 1q6g-
d0) dgdm@hgboemns boom boggdo Lob-
9embbmb badmgda, Mm3gma(s, Mmam(s

063308%  XoMRZCYM0
539690mmo s bMoymo gm@mds 3gmb-

bymdom  aym

©d. babgmmbbmb aomg 3gomol ©d 8,80
3-00, dns 3gmob ©d — 6,60 3, LogMorm
goMomdo — 34,2 3 [Rogmgndgoemo 1991:
5]. sbggg LonbGgMgbm biyMmomo 03ggmygds
bon@bgdo, sagom Labmggmodyg, bows(y
360bgomb Labomdmm 396abmzal J30b
LodofM3gmosbo dgbmds asdmeyygbgdosm
[dobomadg; dGgasdg 1990:32).

3Mmbgomalb GgMo@mmool drgabdoms
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bobsdnmm dmmo dMobygomb Lobs@dmm
Lobgemmbbmgdom, o3 @gMo@mEaals dngs
dbomgdy YRcmm dg@ow sbaboymgdy-
mo RsbL. nbobo Bojmadsmss godmagmy-
bomo br300sb @odmEgdem Mmami(s
3dmmd abg, dmobbobs bmemol 6sdm-
Lobmomgddy. mnd(3e, o3 dgdmbggzedo
a3bomgamabbnbgdgmos ol god@mags,
Mmd o oMbgdymo dgamagdo, 0dgosmo
30dmbs3mabol gomes (bmboma I, bo-
mbgs39)), dgomgdom bogmgdo oMol
dgbBogmomo  (3a99mobbdmde  Losb-
3963m  obfmomgddn  Im3mzg9dem  ©o
BgadoMmo@  d3Mgxom  dobarmgdl)
[a®ogmmos o bbg. 1973:17-38]. 549056
35dm3nbsmg, dom dgbobgd LEWma dm-

bo(398900 o6 a3043L o 93 dgamgddy
0onmbRsdmdbbdgmol bogdnsbmdol wo-

3L Mgds Mommons.

dM0bgomb  dgmmown  dgGomutao-
@eno BaMdmgdols ddmogmo 3969d0 om-
dmhgbomos  3mebgool  odemmdol
dobomgms  gzgdm Bgmdg  (Amemmdo,
mBbmdneo, bmdobbysemon, (3030, goblbe-
Jnofgdoo dw. gbg@al d393m bgemob
3b0), rgobdomMs bmmbs s oo Loob-
@m3b 3obmoggdgm ®obo-agddgdby
(bgemmgbn@oe godsmoyym dmM(3396Dy).
360bgomb  Lobamdmm  Labgmmbbmgdo
356b 390 goMmI© FoMdaw dgnbndbgds
Roenmd-mbbmdn@ob bgdogalbda, bLows(s
35633960 0o 5 35@oMd Lodmbobenm
3 (3390Dg (bagMom goMomdo @osb-
mmgdoo 100 3s) oxndboMs s gMomo
360bgsmb Lobasmdmm Labgmmbbmb 653-
oo [Rogmgndgoemo 1991:4].

360bgomb LaBa@m3mm Lobgemmbbmg-
dob  asbbogmmtgdymo  Lod@Mogmom
a53momhggs 3. gbgmal d393m Bgemals
ombo. BmamM i 936036gm,53 dnbe-
0L mM0gg bobadommby gobmogqgdmmaos
360bxomb  bobo@mdmm  Lobgmmbbmgda.

3ammobbdmdom, saMgmzg, d. gbgycob
9399m BgmDyg oMALgdmm domgem Mog bo-
dmbobmomgdl, Mmmdmgdos KgORIO™M-
doom o6 30l dgbBagmomo, dog@ed doom
JOCG YOI Bg6gdde, Logomogrme,
dmbommebgmos 3Mobgomb Labsm3mm
Log305bMBSLMSb s 383d0Mgdmmn  of-
&9Bod®9d0b asdmgmgbs [3o345330em0
6; 353999dg0emo b. 2005: 23-31; xndmady
2007:856. I]. 93gbsw 3. 9ba®al J3g-
dm bgmbdg bgmmgbydom gsdstoyyma
Lodmbobemmgdo  mogobmogoe  dMob-
xomb  Lobam3mm  Lbabgmmbbmagdos s
od dofomown boqdnsbmds, dabsmdmg-
3900985bmdb ghmew, mnmmbosdydsgy-
3mbodEgds
dobbge, M3 @ocmbrsdsdydsggdgmo
Lobgmmbbmgdal sMbgdmdol dMobygomb-
356 ©33bogdnm 0b396@ My GoMorm

3> oym.

Lodomommosbns

dmobmgbomgdal dMs gobsdommdgdos
[Modndgoemn 1974:105].

3M0bxomb dgmBo dg@omutaony)em
Bom3mgdob 39Mgol m393d060gds 3memb-
MO0 330560M0bKsM-500MgM 3060l bobols
a0bdgd0’, Gmdgmomsz doMmdoms bsd

39893mMM0s  ymxygb. dsomo dMsgmg-
bmds RodmbbIMmo Mbos nymb, bogamay-

omE, asbdgdol Roxggmol swgommsb
Sbmmb 3gdomyg, MdMegmglb dgdmbggge-

do, 033939  0omMbARs3mM3Lbb3ge
Lobgemmbbmgddo. Lbgs dmba(39358056
96050053 Bd&dg bws doyymomgdwgl,
bdmg  dgdmbgggedn, asbdgdol  mobdb-
960 4oemndgdol go3mgmabs (mogoemm-
bolb aobdn). sbgzg dmgogGma asbdals

7 smmba@o gmm@nmob sGgsmdo smdmBgbom as6dg-
3L 30Bmdoma Led 3o@gammns ymygb: 1-gMomage-
Mm3560 30bgomb bogmgdal 3g8(339m0; 2 - gMgmmo,
Mm3gmms 9o bobodo dbmmme domnsbo bogmgdas
Bom8mmggbamo, 8cogmgbmdada 3o dsmn ba@gbgdo
Lbgomabbgs eb0dbymadal 9B gBed@gdmeb ghomsw,
00mbolb dmEgdo, dBmaxg® umob ob bbgs bogomal
00353bo7gd9m0 yormndgdas go8mazmgbamo; 3 - 3o6dg-
b0, Hm3mgda(z Abmmme b3nmgbdob dBmEgdLb dgo3o3L
[mmGodogsbodg 2001:181].
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53mhgbol sanmgddg (bmbyydol dms,
mRsdhomg - 1961 6., gomol 1956 6.)
oxndboMgdamo dMobgomb dgmMoo
d9@omydgommo 6oM3mgdall 330mo ©o
L3nemgbdob Lobmda Ju@madol bsdmgda
[gomobroadg 1953:12-35, 59,62-63; ox3-
sgodg 2006:74-76]. dG0bxomb asbdgdals
Rodmbbdol Jomon sm3mAgbals sanemg-
3bg bs 3056036930gL g56d5d0L g mo
boboon, Mmdmagdois dgo303L bmegdl,
dmbdomgdoesb  gobyem
bogmal g36104396890L s 5.d. Mmam(y
hobl, obobo bymdgmego Rodmbbdnbor-
30 0ym g5b3mn3born [0bsbndzomo ©s
Lbg. 2010: 132-133]. a56dq60l g3mbgz0m-
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ARTNIEN

RELATIONSHIP ISSUES of primary and secondary hubs of

Colchis bronze metallurgical production

Leri Jibladze

Bronze manufacturing workshops, located in the territory of Colchis Lowland were sup-

plied with raw material from mining sites
located on the southern side of the central
Caucasus (mountainous Abkhazia, Svaneti,
Upper Racha) and in mountain zone of the
Lesser Caucasus (Adzharia, Guria copper de-
posits, poly-metallic ores). In Late Bronze-
Early Iron Age in supplying bronze secondary
metallurgical production of Colchis Lowland
with copper raw material, especially its
south-west part, copper deposits located in
the River Chorokhi basin, also played a huge
role. There is an abundance of bronze manu-
facturing workshops in the south-west of
Colchis (the rivers Choloki-Ochxorumisystem)
and in the river Enguri lower basin and its
surrounding area. In these period a few

powerful metal processing hubs. In particu-
lar, Ispani, Namcheduri, Choloki hill, Pichori,
Kulevi, Tsiva bronze processing workshops. In
the territory of modern Abkhazia the remains
of a powerful bronze production workshops
are found in Sukhumi Mountain, Guadikhu,
Kistriki, Bombora former settlements. The
primary and secondary hubs of bronze met-
allurgical production connected with each
other by the communication means running
through the river valleys. Also by means of
pathway, side passing track and a mountain
pass.



¢ 9239339

“LIMOZOLOTLIBNL” 3O3MBITIBNLY s B3MmIMIMSab bs30mbgdo

Rdmomm-psbagmago 3mmbgmnda

030emobob bsbgemdbogym 9b039mboBgGnb omy§mmsbGa,

(3om3ofemaboeo  boRgb-badggfn 0o-
Moo, MHmdmol doxmosbo Logmdyg 25-72
L3-L dmEal gMygmdlL ALy s g3-
B3 Lodgzbogfm mo@gMe@nMado
“bgMadabogbob” Labgmom ©s3d330Mws.
c0g dgdmbggzgddo 3oL “o@ obal” b
3oe3ofemagboen dobgombog bmmgdgb.
30bobdgbmbomo  doagzohbos  bLzMmade-
bogbgda ImgnsdGHMm bo@gzatn 56 dob-
300 domo bog@Mdob dnbgogom. “bzMmeds-
Logbo” bogdome 3m3ymadmmmo ymgoms,
9.6. “bombms oo gomobabemgdal” 3g-
MomEdo Mmaméz sdoob obg, 936GmM30b
&9gM0BmMM0gddy. bojommzgmmdn nbobo
sm8mBgboemons .. IV-VI Lb-ob “6gdge-
Y0 JaeGgmob” dgaegdby. “byde-
3obogbgdalb”  smdmhgbal  3mbEgjLEo
d0g335603693L, ™3 0bobo ¢dg@gLbboms
©5db3oMg noMmamgdo@ godmaygbgdmes,
dom dgmdMgdo 5@ oM qdwbgb aMdgm dob-
30mmsb ghmo (Lsdsmbgddon, dom dm-
00 o3baDgo0l LadaMbgddas, Mmami(s
Bgbo, (3om3afmmagbomo dmzmyg LaGg3-
900, mM3oMmgboem dobgomgdmsb o6
Lbgs 0oMomgdmab 3md3mydLbdo a3b3wyg-
ds). mgmt (s Jotoryymo obg, wEbmnco
60339gd0sb, 30Mal  dmyzsbommdals
dobgogom, asdmoygmas “b3Medsbajbal”
Lodo  dgg@&odo: dg@&glb dgdmbggzada,
domm3zob adsbabnomgdgemns dmemmdg
LEmE0 J390s dobMa 3nMo, dmsggo byM-
30, ®@mdgmo(z dsbMo oMol dodsMoyemyg-
d0m 639896 mEbsog abEgds (§od. 11).
0y 39dmbgg3qgddn 3oMogjon - byMgo

sMggmemnman 0o gemo 366535d9

LEME0s s dabfn 3otMo b398 nb3gb obfmg-
35 (890. 12), 56 mMogg 30009 mobsdMo
3066Mm30935 63980b396 (§od. | 3). bdom-
0 3o, dbmogl moombal bagowg goM-
B0@o (§96. 1l 1-3). dmg domasbl 300Dy
(bpEamsb sbemmb) gMmo ob mMo mamo
5194390 d o dsadal 396 3bemob gom-
Lo 3Mo3900 093l dgdmmhgboma (§od. I
45).

Mmam&3 90360dbgm, “b3Medabodby-
30” doMomsmem g3b30090s sx3babgmdan
(&od. IlI) bmg. Bgdgmmabs [BopoHos, ...
1971: 100-104. Puc. 41] o Bodomondals
3M33emgJLgdol aoMws [BopoHos, ...1982:
Puc.4 14-21,23. 16 6,28. 209. 218] obonbo

a0dmgmgboemos
bgoob bLbgs dgamgddgi - do330L be-

mobodgtmgg  sg3be-
dom3bqddy - Loggmgbom dmM(zz0 - 4,
0nb&0b0sbglb dme (330 [BopoHos, .... 1973:
Puc.5 25. 6 20, 7. 22. 11 17], oaaodﬁ)ob‘gb
[Tpanuw, 1971: Puc.78], sbshsmbal [LLamba,
1970: Puc.1517], sgosbhsb [[ynba, 1978:
Pnc.294], 3gmbgmmobs o a9 dgmmal
bodambgddo [BopoHos, 1980: Puc. 419. 92],
MBEOM oLIZMgM0m 30, 585Dagdabs ©s
Lobnggdolb gobbobemagdol GgfMoGmmMnsby
- 3bbgobs o bady3dLglb 3m33mgdLgddo
[BopoHos, 1979: Puc. 3729. 5122].
sboho@bal 4.9. V-V Lb-0o omsmo-
0gdmen Ned3 badombdo smdmAbs (3oem-
30Mmgbomo noMomn g3M0bgdMo 3o@oom.

Lobgemaolb  gbbdg  dgobndbgdmes
aodgmemo  bobzMg@gdo  gombszmsegal
oboggdoe.  dobgoemo  dmmogbgdyymo



35330b bodsAmzabn

oym  dozzomgdymol  dogsbog  obyg,
M3 Labgmo dozzomgdamoal Bgmoal
mbgdg smbgsms. ob @edbowgdemos
9600 doemnsbo M3060L goMgzn@obsogsb.
M8 gRdd@nb LogMom Logmdg 58 1L3-ns,
3060l dojbodomy@o bogoby - 3,5 LI,
byegol dojbodsmmo bobdg - 8 33.

dgdm@Rgboemn  bobs s 3M0byxomb
RB0OR0G 60 30335603693, H™MT noMamb
$Yo9330053Mm0 5 dMobromb gom-
Bo@gdom  dgdmdgoaema  bab  Jodsdo
34mbcoos [LWiamba, 1970: 39,40].

LEME B0, (30306 gboemo
dobgoemn godmgzmobos s6g0dmsbyl bo-
dofmgbal Ne47 Lodombdo. Lbgs 0ob3b-
b0 doboemgdol dobgogom (B - gm@dnl
00b0bs, 3MbybnEo 3abolb FnFdgmo,
dodMnbgdnmn ygmob gMoynosbo ©o
MMYnM0sbo emdqdn), bodsbo memomeo-
905 3Mdmaz00bgb  4.3. V  bLoyznboo
[Tpanw, 1971:143-146].

bLegggem bgdgmesda gonmboms  4.d.

423339339

VI-VIEL bb-ob  g@oo  bodombo. dozze-
mgdmmol  dgbxolb domsbgbs  dbomgl
303mgmabs (3om3nMmagbomoa dobgomao
(Bmamey bgbo, (3om30Gmgbomo dob-

goemobs o bo@ggol oMb gobogizgo-
do bog®dgmgdmmo Lad3MmbgLal Gm-
do og3L) dobgomoal bol Jomdsdlb 3ofab
30299019, 6396 o oraodg dgdmyys-
dmd 396Mbemob Lam@g. 53039 Ladomb-
do 003mhbrs gfMmoa d¢Mdab3on, bgdgm-
M0 030l (3mo ©s (3om3ntmagboeo,
LEmEg BYFg0sbo ME0 sbs [BOPOHOSB, ...
1971: 100-104. Puc.41].

Bodoeand [-0b Ne50 bsdsmbdn godmg-
mM0bd (39m3-
ofemagboemo  dsbgoemo, bLsdo dydabdnmo
5 36s. (39m3nfMmaboem 6033l sbews
Logog BofMgndo. dabo 3oMab dyMgo

mM3otmgbomo o

demdg LBmMo aym, bmmm dsbMo
3060 dmemdo abfgdmms. sOEgBsd@ob
doemosbo bogcMdg - 44 L3-0s, oMol Lo-
aobg - 4 L3d. dobo gMcbobgMgEnsbo
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36@ygmo ymbbo, o30L396 Moz go-
BOM30g0ms. 3439 dmhbrs bogsdmyg
o boysbndg dommgdn [BopoHos, ....1982:
1-54, 155. Puc. 2010].

Bodoemoyd -0l Ne58 Lodombol nb-
396@°M0 dgagomes (3om3nfmagbogo
Lo@gaMol, mEa Jndab3oMalb, bgdgm-
®0  Godob (399mal, obmob3dnmMgdobs
5 ©obnbgsb. Lodgzmol Jzgs dobmo
3060 LbmMo aym, dmoazn dyMan 3o
63980b3gb abGgdmes. gb gmEdas ,b3-
535b54bgdL* Fmazoambgdl. bLad gzl
ymbbo 668 ygmos, 5943L gfmo bobzFg@o,
3060l LogMdg - 34 13-ns, Logsby - 4 LI
[BopoHos, ....1982: 156, 157. Puc. 218].

Bodomond I-abb Ne171 badsmbdn godmg-
m0bs by@gzo60, dndob3on, 3Mbabymo
d1b0go, BgdgmeaMa Gdalb (39mo s
363, LdGg39M0 bobosmegds dmmmdy
LEmE0 ByFanm s b3980b3g6 dmbMoema
35LM0 J3900 30M00. 0oMomb 3mbws bo-
3509 B0MRP0ES ©s dmenmdn dmIMgge-
@gogeo 3MGYgmo ggbbo, GmBgedy(s
3M0bgomb  Mamemo  oym  dgdm3eyemo.
3B 9x0d80b 3ocab Logmdg - 30 L3-no,
Logobg - 6 LA. ool bog@dyg - 7-8 1LA. Lo-
dombo 0Momgds 4.9. IV b-0b @oboby)-
moms s V b-0b 3oMg9emn babgzcom [Vo-
ronov 2007: 45. Fig. 859].
l-ob  Ne295  LodomMbo
a5dmomhgmes  LadMdmemm  0sMamgdals

Bodoenond

Lombgom. dozz3omgdyemab 3gbx ol ofgdo
©55304Lb0MES MMO sbs, JoM(3bgbs Fbom-
b Mo dndob3dofn, 439dmo om(3bgbs
RBgbmsb Lbo@gzodn s dobgoemo, bememm
dgmmg Lo gzotMo dofx3gbs bgmmab nym
dmmo3bgdygmo. dobzomo s dobn mob-
dbemgdo LoGg39M0 oym mM3amemgbomo,
by dgmeg Lo@ggeto (3om3oMmgbo-
0. 53 913060L36gmal bogog goMgnde
39383530 m0bbobgdnos, 34ysda aMdgmo

LEmAFPbs FMomoo goMgads Asdm(s-
Immos 5Mygm, LEmE 3mmbs as603339-
0056 Lo oMy yymbbdyg, dysda gfMomn bab-
369800. Lodgzmal oMol Logmdg - 30
L3-09, bogsbyg - 5 b3. LadsMbo moMammgds
4.9. IV b-0b sbab&nmoms s V b-0b ©o-
babyoboo [Voronov 2007: 69. Fig.138 12-14].
bodoemoyd  ll-ob  Ne295  Ladombdo
30dm3m0bs (3om3ommagbomaoa Lo gge-
0 5 dbs. dobgomal dobmo oMo dm-
mm3Eg LEmMas, sbg3g LBmMos dyMaa(s,
o330 dmemdo 63980b396 3339mMo
0b@9ds. ybbo dMGYgmos s obbYL-
memo. dobgoemal oMol bog®dg - 30 b3-oo,
Logobg - 5 b3. badsmbo dngzc3bgds J..
VI-VII bLs-b [Voronov 2007: 71. Fig.1426].
BodomondIl-0b Ne362 bodsmbda dn(33s-
mgdmmol doMx3gbs FboMmmob oxnd-
LoMs Lbgs@sabbgs Gndal mEa dmdabidn-
G0, 986 Jzg8mo go Bydgmegmo
&030b (3990, Mo ©sbs dgbxalb oMgdo
3 b3Madabogbol Bndob nofawma (ot (zb-
965 a396 0l gobbzMog). gb 1 30bsL367-
mo (3om3ommagbomos, dobo dsbMo oMo
s> dygmgo LEmEo© dngdsmomgds ©o
dmemdo 306Mm3mads (dyegol dbomyg
3oLM BoMMob dgmomgdom NBM™ 3339-
0Mo  3060mM398s). noMemb  sbmws
Logoyg gomgnds. yubbdy dgbsmhambs-
d9mos bob LoGomg aombsjMmogo gMmo
3obgzomom. dommseb ogodboMms Jom-
4030 390 3bemolb g@omgdo - b3gMmsb

396 3bmal bobgzeMbmanmo bom@g o
350000 d393mm, 30Mal dobm dbatgl, bad-

bobgfg@nobn goMgn@s. Gmame RsbU,
53 g&dmom dgm3smb JoJsdn Jodamdy
56 yobndbg 3mbos d0dsaMgdmemn. nsMe-
0ol 30Mal bog@dg - 40 Lbd-ns, Logsby -
4-5 1,3. bLadoMbo MmoMomEgds 4.3. IV b-ab
obabEMmoms s V b-ab ©sbsbyoboom
[Voronov 2007: 81. Fig.1692].



[l-ob Ne383  Lsdombdo
a5dmgmnbs 3935300 WEMbsdo - do-

Bodoemayd

d0obo (3b9bmsb gMmow. 0f omdmAbros
dgdmgao Labol 0b639b@ofn: d¢mdabida-
0, 6gdgmeyco Godob (39mo, M35 ob-
M0b30Mo, Mo by s (3om3ntmgbo-
mo badggemn, MmImol dsbMo oMo ©s
byFgo dmenm 39bsdgdo MebasdMow go-
BOM3g0s. 05Momb o43b bLogog goMgn-
&9, 3obo Logsobg 30Mab bogsbgbg Mmobag
356096005, bLodomg ynbbo b3gMal 396 3o0-
bAmggds o 3obDg gfmn BobzMgdns
@ obomo. badgzmal 3oMal bogMdg - 30
L3-00,bogsbg - 4-513. bagoy BoMPoEGNL
Log®dg - 5-6 bL3-09, yubbol Logmdg - 5-6
L3. Lodsmbo aobgzmmgbgds 4.9. IV b-ab
3babEMmL - V b-ab 30Mggem bobggzeml
[Voronov 2007: 86. Fig.1816].

Bodoemond ll-ob Ne399 Lsdombdo s-
36 daeymo 5005d05b0b
3bMg0msb go3mgmobms mMo dMdabdomo

s B690gmonma Gndab (39emo. dof(3bgbs
Bgemal aobb3gmng 30 mEemaboemo dobgoemo

dofx3603,

o (39em3oMmgboemo b3Mmedobajbn, GmA-
mob 3oL Fbomg dmemmdwg LEmG0 aym,
B0 30 dmemmb 396 b gdms. noMawo
bobnomegds bLogowg RoMGoGoom. dobo
3@ ygmo ymbbo 639M0b3gb mbsg go0-
bOmM3mgds, B3gMmeb ghmo babgmg@ns
o@oboma. bzMadobsogbol 3omMal Longmdy
- 30 b3-no, bongobg - 4-5 LA. Logowy GoM-
30@0b bogmdg - 5-6 1Y, ybBal Log@dg -
6 L3. 06396 5M0 Lado@bl smamnrmgdl 4.9.
IV b-0b @obobEnmom - V b-ob 3oc39ma
bobgzMaom [Voronov 2007: 89. Fig.1917,8].
bodomond 1l-ob Ned19 ob3ydszon®
Lodombdo  dozzomadymol  JoMx 3960
3boMmob goombams mfn ddabdnfo ©s
bgdgmmama §odol (3mmo, mMo ©sbs
396%0b 06930 o b3Madsbajbo 3gbgabe
5 J3900 30Mobl asbbgmog, dom(3bgbs

$9239339

dbomgl. LyMmsedabogdbo (som3ommgbomos,
ByFg0 dmemb 3gb mEbsg abfgds, dsbMa
dbotyg 30 gxBO™ d3390Ms0 obMgds dm-
mmdo. 3060 sbMomo IbMgdboom gowe-
ol 38 ygm ymbbdg, Gm3gmoag bgdmo
mEbsg 306Mmgmgds s B39Mmsb gob-
3698 0mos. byMedsbodbolb 3oMal bogmdy
- 25-30 L3-09, Logsby - 4-5 L3. y¢ubbol
LoatMdg - 6 LA. LadoMbgymo 0bgzgbGsMa
Lodombl 4.9. IV b-ob 3gmeg BobggGom, V
L-0b EsLLBYNLom smaMomagdl [Voronov
2007: 93. Fig.20011].

bodomoyyd 1l-ob Ned20 ob3ydszon®
Lodombdn o330 gdmemal Botx3q6s 3b-
SM05b godmgmobrs Lbgowsobbgs Gndoab
Mo dndob3omo, gudm J3qdmo bgdgem-
&0 Gndob (3990, dofxzgbs ggbob
a5bbgMog MG mgbomo gMdgemn dabgamo,
boenm 3gbgol oMgdn obs o (39mm3-
otmgboemo Lo ggzemn. dabo dsbMo oMo
5 dmoggn dyMan dmmm dgbadgwmdo
05638Mo@ 30bMmgmads. od3b Lagswy
BoOBaGs, Mmdgma mEbsg gobngmas
3060b Logsbgdy. dMEGyYgmo yubbo d4sda
aobgMg@omos. Lo gzmal oMol LogmMdg
- 20-25 b3-09, Logsby - 4-5 L3, yubbol
Log®dg - 7-8 b3. 06396 G0 Lada@mbl 4.d.
IV b-0b @sbobMmoon - V b-abs 3ocggemn
bobgzGnm smsmnmgdl [Voronov 2007: 93.
Fig. 201 22,23].

Bodomad ll-ob Ne3 Lodombdn do(sge-
madmmolb doMg396s dbomseb godmg-
mabs mGo ddabdnmo, dombgbs db-
SOMab 3o, Bgdgmenma @adal (3mo.
dof (36960 bgemal 393 5dmAbos G 3060l
53009603y obEob3oGn. dgbxolb omMgdo
ox0dboMws  (3om3ommgboma bodgs-
M0, MmM0 by, dMobrombs s M3abal
53babrgdo. LB gzl (3orm3amemagboemo
3060 g5603339930 Ladgmbos. dsbMa
3060l dbomyg dmogz byady 3@
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abfgds 6398 0L 396. 3obzomb 593L 300Dy
Logog goMxyegs. Logomy
ymbbo 56 ygmo s dmemmdmEgboemas.
Lo g3Mal oMol bogcdg - 25 L3-ns, Lo-
3069 -4 13, gonb bogMdg - 6 LA. bodsmbo
»3M00gds 4.9. IV b-ab @obsbAygmoams
s V b-ob 306390 bobgzcoom [BopoHos,
....1982: 148. Pnc.166].

Bodomod ll-ob Ne8 Lodsmbdn do(sge-
mgdmmol doMg396s dbommsb godmg-
mabs ™Mo ddob3nma, domzbgbs
Bgmol  aobbgMog 30 (3om30Mmagboea
Lo@ggatn s ©sbs. Lo@gzaml, bgdmo
sembgfoemn  Ne3  bLoadomMbol  badmdobe-
356 a0o6bbgoggdom, dobfa 3omao LEmGO
5g3L, dyego 3o dmemmb 396 abgds, be-

aobngMo

3009 BoORBoGs 3oMdg gobogfns, bo-
&oMg ybbo d3M@ygmo ©s B396Mmsb gob-
369 0mos. bodgzMol 3oMab bogcdg - 25
L3-00 Logobg - 4 1Y, 300l LogMdg - 6
L3. Ladambo 4.3. IV b-ob sLsbEMom -
V b-0b 3oMggmo bobgzdom moMomegds
[BopoHos, ....1982:148. Pnc.16 28].
boggmabom dmz30L Ne6 Ladsmbdn
om3omemagbomon  dob-
g0, Mmdmob bosdgoadnMosbo (go-
6033390d0 Bogmdgmgdmemn bed 3mombyg-
ol gm@3ob) LBmEMo oMo dmemdo

333907M5© 3060MM30905 ©5 MobadMomas

sdmbgboemns

Bodobzomademmo. ool oboaqgdo ymb-

Bo MG ygmos s sbgzg dmembzgb 30-

bMmgmgds. Logowg xomxnnds a3gadsdo
@0bbabgdy&n gm@dabos. oG gxsddob

LoafMdg ssbemmagdam - 70 L3-0s, 0G0l
Logsby dbGMgdmsb - 5 L3 [BopoHos, ...
1973:176. Puc. 620].

sbammanyMo (39m3oMmamagbomo noM-
500 g5dmagmobes bogimabom dmM (330l
Ne7 Lodombdn, od(3e YRG™m LbmEa Ls-
&o6Mg ybbom bobosmEgdmes. 439 o-
dmhbos 0sMomal Jofmdodol ggMzbemal

a0Mbs3Me3960 [BopoHos, 1973:176.
Puc.722].

Loggmabom dmMz30b yggems bgdmon
Rodmmgmoon bads@bo, mobdbemgda do-
Lol dobgwgom, 4.9. VI b-000 moMome-
9065 [BopoHos, .... 1973: 191].

da330L dgmEg Lamgobm badsmgbals
(0mbB0badbaL dm(330) Ne2 Ladombdo bo-
3m3b0dsobgomo(s(3om3ntmagbomons. noms-
ol 3oMob dyMan dmemdwg LEmEnS,
beem dobo Jg900 semgboemn dbatg b3gM-
056 306Mm3zgds. oMo Lowsdgwsedomo-
0b0s o aobng339mdn (Mmams yggme
5dazot dobgombl) bog@dgmgdaemoa bod-
Jnobgoolb gm@ds 593Lb. dMEGygmo ybbo

63960b396 30bAM3@gds. MG gBoJ@nb
3060l bogmdg - 60 L3-0s, bLogobg - 5 LA.

bodambdo godmgmagbomo dMabygomb g-
&omgdo, LogoMommme, Jomdsdlb g3mo-
3bm@s. Lodamba momMommgds 4.9. VII b-ob
obobyoboor  [BopoHoB,1973:182. Puc.11
17,7,9,12-14].

da330b (30b9b03ogFgbmsb gombmaem
30093 96o bLodammzgsebdy, 39Mdmm 3o
396060l dme33%g 4.8. V L-ob dgmeg
bobgzMol Ne5 Ladombdo o@sbEmos
mmgbomo dobgomo, (3omm3omemagboemo
Lo@ggetn, m&o dndob3dofo s (3mmo.
Lo@gsmolb  B3gfn
05635Mo@ 30bMm3mgds, od3b Lagswy
BoOR0GS. dOGYgma yubbob dmemda
9o bobgMg@ns ©o@obomon. oM g-
%35g&0b 30l bogmdg - 40 L3-0s, bogsby
- 3-4 b3 [BopOHOSB, ...... 1990:28. Puc.231,2].

03056hRsL Ne19 0b3xds(30m LodomMb-
do 5dmAbos (3om30mmgbomo 9abg3-

dmem  d9bsdgwado

oo, LEmGo dyMgoms s dmzmyg
ymbB6oo. dabo 300l LogMdg - 65 13-no,
dogbodsma bogebg - 4 1J. 53s39 Lo-
dombdo gs5dmgmabrs (3o dgdmbab-
@m0 afdgemymbbosbn m@magboma dob-



gomo [[yHba, 1978:47]. Lsdstbo 4.9. IV-V
LL-00 MOMomEgds [TyHba, 1978:49].

bemeg. a9 dgmmdn, dogamal bgmdal
obabynbdn, IgMbgmmol 3060l Jombbal
339693mmdal Mmb sbnsbos m(3030y
Lodofmbo.  @obgMmgmem  3m33mgqbgddo
30dmgmobs  LddMdmmm  noMomygdo:
3060L M@0 Jobgoma, byomo 34dabdomo,
MO0 (3990 ©s ghmo obMobdnmMa.

obaMgqem LadaMmbgdda sdmhgboemo
Mo 3obgomosb gMmo mGmagbomos,
(3om3ommabomo.  (39em3-
otmgboemo dobgomol LogMdgs - 58 LI
[BopoHos, 1980: 132].

bmgg. bad¢3Lbgdo, 4.9. VI b-0b 3gmdcnl
Lodombdo bodmgbos m@m3nMmgboemo o
(3om3ommagbomoa dobzomgdo, (3mo ©s
Mo ddobdnmMa. dgmeg dsbzaemal doMo
dmem3g LEMODRMansbos, J3g0s smg-

dgmeég 30

Loeo 3060 30 dmemmb 396 306Mm30gds,

42330330

35603339030 Lod 3cbs FMEBobss. yob-
bo d3M@ygmos ©s bz dmembzgb 30-
bAmggds. dobgoemal 3ol bLogMdg - 52
L3-09, bogsbyg - 3-4 LA [BopoHos, 1979:54,
55. Puc. 3729, 30].

53096 303350030, sx3bsbgmal gomws,
3om3ofemabomo  bo@g36gdn  >mdmBAg-
bomos 8DgMmdongebdn, bobobmal bods-
magdomol (Gm3gmog LobabyMo ofmsbal
dg300a9bmmdedn gfMmnsbogdmms) 4.0.
V b-0b g3gbodn [Xanunos, 1962: Puc.6 7].

LgMadabagjbgdo
sbgzg Aommgo dogndbmzabldnfgoonbs
(om@bmb  badommgsbn, 3MaLbmEsmal
dbomyg) [Amutpues, 2003: Tab6.82 29] o
REomm-obagmgo 30335600L mobog-
o dgamgddg  [Munaesa, 1971:
Puc. 35 4,5. Abpamosa, 1997: Puc.73 10].
doon Jofdodgdl, sgbsbgmnlb bndwdgdals
dbgogbo, sboboosmgdl g9Msbmal wg-

Bomdmeoaqboemns
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&omgdo, dogomoms@ sbm I-b dmygzoebo-
mmdob moommbals d39M0mgdn s U-bg-
360 mommbob hombm Jofdsdab dmenmda.

sbommaoy®o MG gx0]Ggd0 oRnd-
LofMs smdmbsogmagm g3mm3adn, 39boms
39M0om@olb dmdmsdstgms Ladambgdda.
26 13-l Log@dab (3om3nMmgbomo bod)-
93560  633mgbos  dyxozol  ggombdo
(m3o065dn, d. bgLBMLs ©o vb-
sob dmeol) [3aceukan, 1993:34. Puc.46
18]. dbgogbo gmMM3olb nofomo (26 LA)
a5dmgmabomos 83539 Mganmbol dndm-
3mb Ne3 badambdo, Mm3gma(y 4.9. V b-ab
ababAymom  moMommgds  [3aceukas,
1993:34. Puc.411] o Mybgool @ gMo-
&™MM05%g, d399m ©@MdM0b3zob, bogbmd
3omnbobsbs o 3m3Mmabzal (bmeyemg-
b0 bgmal Mz009cMaL ©obogmagmdn)
3nbms Lodombgddn [3aceukan, 1993:33].
LMedobadbgdo 3sbEG Moo
(396@Momue 936m3sdacs, J.9. V b-ob
39630bgmms s 3bos  LadamMbgddo.
4.9. V b-ob dgo bsbgdnsb obagmgm
L3Mdobodbgdol  goMmomw
3536 (39900l 3Mm(39L0 onbym.

336(\03080

“bombms oo go@sbobemagdols 3g6n-
mEdn” sbagmgom g3Mm3nlb GgfMoGmmo-
0 ©mM30boMgdos oo dmdol (38-63
L3) LyMadsbagbgdo, GM3mgday of 4.9.
V b-do g93mhbrs s LBMogowag godms.
03539 boimbosb ycm  gosMome
303M(39mEs  dmymg  bymedabajlbgda,
Mmdgmos bogmdg 25-30 L3-b oM omg-
358)90s. L3Md3sLogbgdalb gobls 3o gd-
aemo bodMagmoom asdmombgzs bsnl
dmo Bgmal  GgfoGmmos, 9.6 39by®
5 3mbEB3Mby® 3gMommgdda. b3Meds-
Logbgdal Bm3s gzmM3sdn Fndogew 0d-
M90mMEd ©s dogbodsmnm bogmdgl (60-
70 L3) VII-VIII bL-30 dnombas [KasaHckui,
2012:111,112].

L3Modobojbgdol Mmame(ys sxbsbg-
ool obg, g36m34mo 6039dgda(s, dgbe-
dmgdgmos, 3dm3nbsMgmdmal  dnbsb-
800056 56 LobobyMo 0MObowsb, Mowasb
sbgomogg  om3omemagboma  Ls@gzdgdo
- ImOGMEMa Mo sbmmb dpamdo g3-
Hm3obo s sxgbobgmals bgMadabsjbgdom-
ob - sm8mhgboemns 3306 D00l @gMo-
GME05bS  §399m NBS0L ba b6 N YMa
mo0dgbol  (30bgb08sgMgqdda:  no@Bb-
3603065bs o dsdswsgdn, sbgsg, dyye-
a0 gmal §gMo@mMosdy, 3mdsfggmb 1
Lodombdo [[dackanos, TpeHaadunosa, 2003:
149-151].

30bobBo®m o omdmbogmum ao3-
gbody  39dY3oegdb  93em3olb  o-
Mg9mo bymedsbagbgdolb gzmeacs. dog-
MM, BMIbMs dg530L, bomwgmn 3ol
(4-9. V b-0b 3gmerg bobggen) b3Madabad-
Lol doMgedal ©g3meo, 0bzMnbE 00l
LEowo, dab bIgmmadys bergobdnmyym
(30bobGonE ob Moggbym) Bodmdsg-
mmdadg domnmgdl. -b dbgsegbo dmyge-
Baemmdal a0dmbodzgMo  obagmgom
9360m30b  sMgmmo  b3Mdabogbgdol
Joe4odDyg (dogomomo §ddm@babs s
03539 bomegfozob nofomby) doo o303-
doc98b Mmam3 bsobs s smdmbeg-
mgmal bodndgdmsb abg, AGommgon
39339L00bd s dBbIbgML Sbomany
368 9Rd@0msb. bmasmow Mbws nod-
3oL, M3 Amdogym bodbgomm bogdg-
do  (3bmdoemos  Lbgo
BMon(30900(3, ddasmomom, Jodamdy
0o@omol  Bamgdol “L3s@byyemo” bgbo,
obgy dobgomol Jodombg o3z0mgds (LEo-
mobmbolb @n3@0bo s GMabal sbmb-
0d9M0 0d3gMsGmmal LGodgdn) [Ka-
zanski, 1991: 133. Fig.118-22]. dbabﬁ)%a
006500 05300930L 50b0dbymo ggmEds

39Mas© oym (3bmdoenn dobemmdgm om-

sdmbogmymo



dmbogmgmdn - bLoMosbs s Lobobym
0s6dn [Kazanski, 1991: 133. Fig.118-22],
35306 MmEgLsg MHmIal 03396M0sdo, Mm-
am& (3 69b0, dobzomb 58ofMgdwbgb b -
3bg 3003390 yobadom [Kazanski, 1991:
133. Fig.110-15].

obogmao o smdmbogmgom g36m-
35d0 0bg, Gmam s d0dob@oobs s dobo
dm3o3d06g900lb  BgMo@mmngddy (oo
dmE0b oggbodgmdn), badambgdda b 3Mads-
LogbgdL Meb sbE@s JodMmal ©3obIMmm-
35 (8)00. 116,7).35m 356900b, Aommgom
dogo bergobdoMgmabs ©s sgbsdgmal
Lodombgddn asdmgmgbamos mgomme-
Ro@hmosbn 93%0bogdo s 38Dobonl
mzomaMo o6 LEmE3mmbs  gomgods.
obagmgo  93Mm3sdo, dgMmzgabamo
39M0m0b sbobyobols Ladsmbgddo, b3-
535b54LgdL SbemEs Mmgsmy@RsmAmosbo
53babgdn, mgzsmyMo, mandmobgdymo
ob Mo 3mbs Bomgadom, 5b mm 3mbe-
Ro@hmoobo s m3z0dmobgdnma gm@dal
Ro@hmoobo 56bobrgdo. Gmames RsbU,
o Logdg azod3b Logom gzem3ye
dmEabmab, 33009 daommMoMngo goto-
5309600, MMBgro  3e3OEILIOYEO
0ym Mmamdi obagmgmol MHm3syem-
8963569 bLodgymgddo nby, dobobBnsbe
5 3ol dm3o3d0Mg J394690dn [KasaHckui,
2012: 114,115].

5bobndbogns, MM sbogmgm g3-
3o b3Modobsgdbgdol gmMdamgdals
byotm
56 bos ymgnmogm. dmgogGma 35(3-

90 gMHM0 5dmbogmagomon
bogfob sbMom, dgMmgabammoa dmmyg
L3Ms3sbagdbgdo o6 393d0MEgds  om-
dmbogmgomol  g@mdgm  bLgMmedabadbgdl.
0M9dgMmgobamemn  dmgmg  biMode-
Logbgdal 3EMEMEN39ds Mbs Rsnom-
3ommb  g305b6Mm3symo  saommdMogo
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LodGdmmm sbgdo [Bishop, .....1993: 165].

L3Medabodbgdo  oEILEWMgdnmas
L3obNbagnal 439469gdLs o dom@oo-
L3nMgomdags, obggg  bog-
mgdo@ gobozolb  omdmbogmaum  aog-
mgbol. domn 3MmEBmE039d0 dgndemads
y4mxz0moym a300b5b6@ 03000 bobol sgo-

mdmgdo(s

mmMdM030 (39em3ntmgboemo sbgdo.
sbommgoy®no  gmmdgdén (25-70 LAI)
39Ma5© 560l (3bmdoemn sbemm smdmbog-
mgobs ©s 3o 5Donlb GgFnBmEngddy,
4.9. IV-V Lb-30. dogomomoew, obobo oem-
dmhgbomos Goxnzgmdo - 3mdonsbol
V-V Lb-ob bLodombgddo [Cenos, 1987:
Tab6.1,4], 396%039600dn [Pacnonosa, 1980:
Puc. 491], ¢bd93900L yobom-mgxygl IV
L-0b EOLaLEMEALY s V b-0b sboby-
abob gBo-gfo LadsMbdn [ObenbyeHko,
1978:121. Puc.38], yobobgmal GgfoGm-
M00bg, dSmmoboba® 4-0b Ne293 o Ne
304 Lodombgddo, Gm3mgdacz V-VI bb-oom
moMomEgds [NlesnHa, 1994: Puc.1321,2],
saMgmgg, 0fsbdo -
do. «©dggmgbos 0939630  omdmhgboemn

b D3o3omy-

Sbammmanmfo 0sMama, Gmdgmacs 4.3. -
1 boyy 3mbggdL a0bg3mgbgds.

agmm dmzmg bodgghgdo (20-25 LA)
353m3m0obes badbGgm yobobgmals &gm-
0@ME0odg, 3Dom-35065M-0mdgbs s
53068 mas0b 4.3. IV b-0b Lodombda, sbggg
®9G0obaGal 3mmEMGal badsmbgddo.

dgndmgds o30b 33650, HM3 Hmams
Robl, LyMedobogdbgdn mogEs30Mmzgmo
Bocdmndgs sm3mbagmagmdn (dgs sbo-
sbo ob Laboby® 0Ms6dn) s dadsbEGNNL
3O3LOMS @ 3d3egbom  3o3M(39eRS
bogomnggmmdn, smdmbagmam s (396-
BEom& g360m35do, bmemm LofMdsGme
®030030M39m0 asbbobemgdals 8 gMo@m-
05y, 8. 3mmasbes s YEsmabdoMmgo-
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do, mdnomme 3o sDonEsb dgdmombos.

dodobowady, obogmgm, (390-
BGomambs o smdmbogmgm  g3cm-
30dn, RMoommgo dogo drmgzob3omgmdo,
bogo®onggmmdn, 396dme 30 oxbadbg-
ool Ggfngmmosdg, 4.9. V-VIII LL-do
393039 gogen 3emdotergboero bod-
936980L gmEA3oMgdals Modwgbndy bys-
m 3Mbgdmos. ghmn IM3nbaMgmdrs
30bob@og@-bobobownn bmbosb,
dgmMg 3o obogmy®, Mmdsmm-g96-
dobmmo  3GMEME03gdL 9 303d0M©gds
[KasaHckuid, 2012: 121].

dgbadmgdgmos, bgdmo  smbgFnmoa
0065 gd0 0ym ghmaszsmo 3MmEmEGndo
(39m30Mmagbomo, dm@3omydo aMdgmon

bdemabs, MmIgmo(s sMgnmo 34 Layy-
31699800056 303 (39m©s  dboabs s
0dmbogmago 936Mm30b G gfMoGmMosdy
[MepnepT, 1955:88].

bgdgmeob 4.8. VI-VII Lb-0ob gfMo-96-
o0 (39e3otmgbomo  dobgomols 98-
smma®ogommads  3gmagzed  Loobdgmg-
bem dgmgao godmomm. sbsmabobomgol
a03m0y9bgl dobgomals 30Mal mGo 3o8)s-
65 BaggmMo (9fmn 3oMob dsbcn Baboemo-
b, dgmeg bobgmnMowsb). 3ofgzgm
dgdmbggzedo M3060L bymo gofgnds
0ym 39M0ddgdamo, dgmeyg sbomodds
dbmmme gMoo ggbs godmagmabs, g.0.

dzgmo dFgomgdol 3absbo gsbmoom
0oMaab 3oMal dobo BoBoemo dgmamyg-

dom 3336030 ymgzamoym, bmem 35056006 Jpgdstg boboemo
DBOHM Moo 5 EMYIO0, Momd dMdmmoal pMmb dobgomo
o6 a508d@Yoofnym. 83039 d0Ddobl gdbobmEgdmes mama,
Mm3gmo d9sdo ©o9y39dmEs 30Mb s, 0dsgMmmyymac,
00600l Bmbsl 833060905, 30Mob bobdg doben BsBoemo-
56 dyMa0biab Inwdogem DMwowo gobmmom, Moy sbgag
3o&gd@s noMmomb bnd33MnggL. domnsb mbgmo s baygoms dg-

0369090 Ggbgdo dommomgdl dFgmgmos domaen 3Gm-
39gLombamob3dy - oo 0(3mEbgb ©qd3gMoG MMl ob Mggo-

3o, Bm3gmo HdONbggmymus 3Msgemagbosbo madal
©53bogdsb.

dobgomal LodMdmem dobsboomgdmgdol asboydxmdg-
Logdmow sbggg Bo-doMmmogzwbgb (39996@o(300L  dggmgl
d9omeEb, BmImal Ladysmgdomsz M3-0bolb  Jobzomb gm-
mool ngMo 0833Mo3ws. (39996@9(300L dgomeo sdggzsMas:
00Momol 30Mb vyMowbgb (3bmzgmol Mol gbzbomb ©s sb-
MM900096 8563399 &gd3gMoBMadmyg. o3 MML mMasb-
@m0 6030096 90980L 630LsL godmaymezs babdomdawa, Mm-
dgmo 9Bl M30bsdo s 8oL BgedoMml Gmmoabgdy®
096Mb odemasl. ob saomgdo, MmImgdas (399596@ 5300 oM
LogoGmgdws, gobymgdol Bob moboo ogofmgdmes [braxba,
1979: 59-61. Puc.41].
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(39996&o(300L dgomeo  Lagomggmmda  (36mdoemos
RIO 30093 M30bal bobob sMgmmo g8 s30wsb, Modg(s
omomgdb ool La3sMmM3zbol bmangMoma dobams
[Bo3HeceHcKas, ..... 1973:153-162].
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ABOUT THE Origins of Georgian scramasaxes

Irakli Anchabadze

During the Great Migration of the Peoples,
as well as in the early Middle Ages, scra-
masaxes were widely distributed in Europe,
amongst them was Eastern Georgia.

The dagger of this type is a straight-bladed,
single-edged weapon, so-called seaxe or
scramasaxe, with the guard plate (PL.II 1-3)
or without it (Pl.I 1,2). Their length varies
between 25-70 centimeters. By size, one can
distinguish long scramasaxes derived from
the Byzantine-Sassanid area and the short
ones representing the evolution of the Late-
Roman and, possibly, German fighting knives.
Amongst the shape and construction of the
blades there is a great deal of variation. The
most frequent characteristics are: 1-Both
the edge and the back are curved towards
the tip, which is generally located above the
centerline of the blade (Pl.I 2); 2 - Both the
edge and the back curve towards the tip,
which is generally located at the centerline
of the blade (PI. | 3); 3-The edge is generally
straight, or curved slightly towards the tip.

Description of the plates

The back either curves gently, or with a sharp
angle towards the tip, which is located below
the centerline of the blade (PI.I 1).

InGeorgiatheyaremainlyfoundin Abkhazian
tombs (Tsibilium, Shapka-Tserkovny Kholm,
Justinianov-Kholm, Abgidzrakhu, Alrakhu,
Aukhuamakhu, Akhatsarakhu, Akhacharkhu,
Apiancha, Merkheul, Gerzeul, Anukhva,
Khashupse) belonging to the 5th- 6th centu-
ries AD. The seaxe was often used as an addi-
tional weapon and it was worn together with
the Double-edged blade swords (Mentioned
Georgian daggers usually are found in the
graves in conjunction with other types of
weapons-swords, spearheads, arrowheads).
The blade is worn inside a scabbard (some of
them has a silver frame (PI.1l 4,5) attached to
the belt. As a rule, scramasaxes are found in
Abkhasian tombs together with the oval or
square buckles (PLIl 6,7). They appeared in
western Georgia at the beginning of the 5th
century AD and had an eastern, in particular
the Byzantine origin.

Plate 1. 1 - Noruzmabhale; 2,3 - Shapka - Tserkovny Kholm 4;

Plate II. 1, 2 - Tsibilium - I; 3-5 - Tsibilium - III; 6 - Shapka-Tserkovny

Kholm 4; 7 - Tsibilium - I;

Plate III. The cemeteries in Georgia where the scramasaxes were found.
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THE DOLOCHOPI Basilica Archeological Research in the
Nekresi Former City

Nodar Bakhtadze, Vazha Mamiashvili, Bachana Gabekhadze

The has-been-church site called by us Dolochopi basilica is located in Georgia,
near the town of Kvareli, on the right bank of the river Duruji, on the early
medieval former settlement area covered with woods. In 2004, when this
monument was discovered by the expedition from Janashia State Museum of
Georgia, we expressed our consideration about its probable function on the
basis of only a couple of visible details.

On the grounds of our appeal in 2012-2015, the National Agency for Cultural
Heritage Prevention of Georgia financed the archeological research works
on the monument, which were held in cooperation with Georgian National
Museum and llia State University.

As a result of the excavations, it was revealed that the ruins and the layer of
the ground covered the remains of the grand, 44 m long and 29 m wide basili-
ca (it means that the given monument is the largest among basilicas that have
been discovered in eastern Georgia until now —its length exceeds well-known
in Georgia, the largest-scale Bolnisi Sioni Cathedral by 16 m.).The temple is
built with well-selected split limestone; and even the most accurately-made
details (arches, chapiters and etc.) were constructed of easily carved Shirim
stone.The main hall is divided in naves by means of 5 pairs of crosslike plan-
ning pillars; the central nave ends in semicircular planning apsis from the east-
ern side, and the side naves — in rectangular pastophoriums.

The investigation of the building materials thrown around on the floor from
the time of the church destruction convinced us that the roof of the given
basilica was covered with tiles placed not on the stone arches, but on the
wooden beamed construction, similarly to the vast majority of early Christian
basilicas from the Roman — Byzantine world. The remains of the basilicas
roofed in the same style have not been found in our country until recently;
consequently, most of the Georgian art historians absolutely denied the exis-
tence of the basilicas roofed by means of the similar method in Georgia.

Apart from the mentioned above, unusual for the Georgian churches of the
following period, decorative elements corroborated in Dolochopi basilica,
should point out that the presented in the temple style was adopted from the
Christian basilicas spread in the eastern provinces of Byzantine Empire and
some of the adjacent regions in the IV-V centuries. The analogous samples
of clayware fragments, dated from the V century and well-known from the
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early medieval Georgian archeological monuments, discovered in the earliest
stratigraphical layers of the church during the excavations, add persuasiveness
and validity to the possibility of building the Dolochopi basilica at such an early
stage. The analysis of the obtained artifact findings properly defined the time
as well as the circumstances of the interruption of the temple functioning - the
basilica is believed to be destroyed in the VIII century by ravage and fire as a
result of the enemy foray.

It is notable that approximately two decades ago, 4-5 kilometers away from
the given site, on the territory of the former town — Nekresi, we already found
the basilica of almost similar scale and analogous design, which on the basis
of even more archaic details and material evidences discovered on the floor
during the excavations,was firmly dated back from the second half of the IV
century.

The given circumstance, together with additional arguments obtained as a
result of archeological investigation in Dolochopi basilica, enables us to look
anew into the issue of probable architectural construction of the first Christian
temples in Georgia. In particular, the consideration affirmed in Georgian sci-
entific field for the last several decades should be regarded as unreasonable;
according to this theory, from the time of recognizing Christianity as official
religion in Qartli Kingdom onward - for nearly 150 years, not very clearly well-
thought-out dogmatically or architecturally, small-size churches used to be built
in the country; and after evolutionary development of these temples on the
local ground, only by the end of the V century and at the beginning of the VI
century, building of well-planned basilic type temples, already improved sty-
listically and constructively, was started. Therefore, Georgia was not at all the
only exception among the countries of the ancient Christian civilizaztion, on the
territories of which, during the same IV-V centuries, larger churches, designed
presicely in accordance with taking into account the canonical liturgy require-
ments, were being built in large numbers.




.
LOJBO3M JdJI3TVISN

ng, boss 39emombds bs3oyomsm 3096 dbab §obGo oo o-
39 ng, bspsi 300 dmzemgbocends my@mmb 396d3s 3855369900
amagbg dnng3565 - emgg39bsmyem 3membgodn - posmdmmboemg-
89cm0 3 80bo “0530b b6Msgy @ 575099890m Goemmgdb nbzmab™
©@5 donbsmg Bgbrymb dgbs 3030 ngMmcgdb. §abrymab bs30msb
30, bmagem bmgsemmsggzdn, 4.6. Il boy;3960b 3nmz9cem 65695356-
dn ggmobob gMmoboroszgolb goxob Mgbowgbizos semmdsmmsgzom,
Mmmdgemo (30bggmxpsm nbmogdmeos s gmenbgonl bsdgomb
gPo-g@0 49dbbzomgb 3memoBogzm-s03nbobgmsiomen (396-
GFo© IMmns dmgdmes...

3sMggmenmgn, obGmmnolb dg;3609698505 ©m-
JEmFn, 3Hmaggbmmo szno mmdngsdzoema bmgls-
39930l bsgsensgsmab bsg§odm 360d369emmBabs s
dobo 4960 35emMmMB0b 56Gbab dgbsbyd:

obogmgm LadoMmggmmb (396@Momy® 6560mdn, Mg396@gmo bgbs30b dmba(zo-
3om0@g@ob bmg. bmgomasdgzdo d93mbabeymas dmbdgb@mn bobgmgzqgda dzgmon
Jomadobs, Mm3gmos 3oMaom sMab (3bmdomo Mmamt(s dJommggmo 3938 0sbggd0-
bongob! abg, dobsb@ogmo abGmEnzmbgdobmgol?. ngo dmblgbngdymoas JsgomamMago-
@eno 369G mmdol dgamgddas®. gb Jomodo Jomggem 3g3s@0s6gmamaal (30bgamens,
boenm d0Dob@ogmo ab@mmozmbgdobogol s@dgmdmemobo (“dggmo Jomadn”, d96db.).

6930mbal g5bLsznMEgdyma 360d369mmdol godm bmgdomsdqzds mbymadgd Lag-
3169%9 39@&0 bbal 356353mmds3dn dgabomfnbs o@mommds. badomadsta 18 3@ oMb
dmo(303L o Jg@o Momm Mgmogygdnsh Ggmodmmasbgs a539690mma. ob bLodn
boBomobasb dgmaggds: Jgges Ggmsbol, ggfmomdabs ©s (3089 mobasb (dmal 3emes-
&mby).

(30b93mM%30 5dMAgbomos mmbo Mm@ AMmo Bqbs, Mmdgmms dgbaggMobo om-
Jo&ad@ame ©mgb saomdg o6 Robl. gb sGal 4.6. XI-VII Low 39699800, a30568606-
ROM-50M M 3060L bobob 3mENGYmo 5gbgda, 4.6. VI-IV Loy 3969980b @sbobyabals
- 30O M0 36@03M0 3gMomeoabs s 3dmsegfa gmmabobdab - 4.6. IV bow 360l dmem
dgmabgool - | bayy39693wg. 4.9. 1 bay3nbasb JoGmamns, (36mzgMgdal 0b@gbbogmds
33069 dgLLbE s, 3533 (30b93mMRL Mogabo sBNAbyMgds 56 oy 3oFgagl, 3oMnd-
0o, 35dmogmes s IV-VI baw 316993830, 0d J39960L 3memad o 3n&-s0d0bab@mszonmn
(396&M0 58m(3960005. 869, 4.6. XI bory3960056 - 4.3. VII bsry3960b 0sbs6ynbsdwmy,
Joemogdn 96y3980 (36m3zMm980b 3350m0 sbGM©9380.



6MJIOTOJI30

35ma3560 5m3mbsgmgmnesb V b. East wall the 5th century

30306, Mmegbsis 360d3bgmmabom goGommms ©sbagmgomn bojofmzgmmlb —
3mmbgomolb bodgymb Lsdsmmsemadgdzomal gamobol Lsdgmmb dommgs s dabo
300 3nM-5030b0bGMs(3099mo (396 M0 J39460L (39630 odaNbgl, BNb6(500-
©33Mammo gobabob sanmo bngomsdgzds sngegs. (s0bgamxdn 4.6. Xl bow3mbowsb
310030350 30m5MJOMES NMdsbmmn 3Mm(39bgda, ymggm dgdmbgggzedn, o asdms-
mgboemo 4zgmady 3900 Bqbgdo LbmMgw 93 3gMommom memnm®ds, 1byz9@ e dnd-
©0656gmdL Il bogy 31698y o Il Loy 3mbob ababMyyma - IV bow3mbolb obsbyobo
1339 bLENodE Sbamo 50F3bgdemmdaman 3Mm(39L0m babosmwgds. IV-V bogw 3m6990-
do s0gm (308909m0, saMgm3g, Jomadol doMomswa 6sBomo dgbobndbago gmEEn-
30353000, babobmggdom, g3mabogdoms s 365bmgdnm; Jomadol aoMgabmemo bobyg

Forty Martyrs Church

m63Im(3dmbs3gms




35ma360ab 3039 LsdbMgm-sbsgmgmnwsb

Fence stairs from south-west

LOJBO3M JdJI3TVISN

bodmemme Rsdmysmadws VI bow 3m6qda,
gLz 09333000 boggdmdgdl oy)-
3o gl xbaMBobatn 33006Mgdom bogqdo
ama3500, HMIgemdos 3G Ibmemme aso-
deog@s 3o Jomodob mogmeigoby-
boMnsbmds, o639  doMomawa bsBoemo
03900 30&>RICb @ 33d0Mo.
dobo 9b035em9MmmB0b smbo dMmszs0mn

s@nb  bonbGgmgbm.
smomyy dbmenme gamabob bsdgomdn,

035embs dMmnboo

o6 ombosiz dogem  bogsMmozgemmda,
0modg  bmwyemos sdngmzo339b05dn
od 39Mmompab sd335Mmn dobd§sd938nb
Joemsgn o sAbgdmadb. bogomadggzals
18 394-
om0, by Lbgoabbgs 3gMommal bod-
dgbgomm jam@ame Bomimyragbmor
©OE BoMmMdbgs asbxkgbommoa. (sbowons,
b 3@ afgmoe Bgbgdo obyem 8dmog
0339M00bmsb  gMormdmomdsedn  bwo
dmgz00bMmm, HmamMoig d0dob@os oym.
dgdmbggzomn of ofab, Mm3 o6 dndgd-
GOmmoa sbamoda (3bopymal: 0dpEm-
0bgmo Jomggmo s do@gd@mma 3om-
390 0(36M0d Mbs@MMNMm ©s WM™
SRMIY 50 JoB I NI MGG g0b,
dgbBogmoamo 3gmbws 308 my304Lol “10
Bogbo oMdo®gd@meolb dgbobgd”. bdom

dgdmbggzado, (30bgamxdg gobamzafn

aomd3698Ldns  GgMoGmMons

LoBYLEG M EsLEYYHEGds 0dMMbogmo
3030m0bgdgmo  bLadysMmb  (3amemabb-
dmd MmAL) GFog@o@&qddn sbabyymo doc-
Bg39%0. ob9, sanmmd&ngn, gacobgmo
06408 9d@mcMo LEmMgo bngbdo asbgmon-
mo 3sboggdolb gomgaomabbnbgdom sbme-
(309mqd@s 33969dmmdgdol dogm 3ob-
3ob.

bmgsemaggzob x9bozoemymmdalb  jo-
©93 900 s6bo (3oms ds6d§sd980bs)
dobo ©363960em0 0bxMmsbEMYS-§9Mmos
93x2gbogdab, byoco-
Lo(393930L, Lobabmgqdal, s65bmgdals, bb-

2306058900b,

39000Lb3s 3oL go3mbabgsegn JuFagdal,
dos LoagmM@ogazsom babGgdgdal...
03 abgx®mabEONGnOnma ghogymgdol
Lobo@ongg, MmImagda  bogdomagomol
& 9M0@mM0sdg godmgogmabgom. o 3a9)-
mobbdmd  aomagbgdl, Mowash Jomosdgn
doaboo 3oz ma30bgdMe 0ym aym-
gomo, badgym Mdsbo (3om 39 IMmobEHGdm-
005 0 5.d. 569, BogomsJomb yzgms 6odsbo
593L bosdnbme, HmA o6 gsbnbomgdmogl
3066m GgaombsmyMo mgombsdaboo.
ob, 3mmo@oinmo Bo3mbsddbals, gao-
Lob Ledgymb g, 3mb 3G 9@ e 3meodo-
306M-5030b0bGMo(30m (396@M DY ao(3-
omgdoo dobdGednm 3mb@ gL dn Mbws
dm3z00DMmm. (365000, (30693 K 0L 5603-




©3A33bYma 93mmgbos s b536530560 dsbama s sm3mbagmgmnesb

Church hall and three nave basilica from the eastF

bmemgds dmemmdeg o6 sMol sdm(3bmda-
mo s LEmMge s30@md d0dnbomgmdl
bmdommadgzol ymggmbemon@o séJgmemm-
309960 3335, M®mdgmdaz dbmgemomb
@00 ddal yzgmos bs3yzs60 0bLE0G W30S
Roommo. dmmmb s dmemmb, ©bwos
35063390 G 0ym dobo b0 s b (309,
obgy dbmmme 399460l dorongs, oy 3g6o-
MEEM000 Mabsdmbsbomgmds 0d o
LogFmdmEabm Mm@ 0 3ne-93mbmdo-
306 36m39L9830, GM3mgda(y 866 qd¢x3-
ob oo gbob bodysmagdoo b (309 -
90Ms, 5b 04690 Lbgoabbgs Labndsgmm
LobEGgdalb  3MbBHmeo,
Lodggmdo ddgzomMbsbmdal 3gMomedn
Logogdm ©98n3mdgdal dodnbomgmdal
3565306mMbgds?

73emgbogdo s JHobBnsbmds bmgs-
3g930b dobgzom: dbgemos 0dob ob-

o3 9amabob

&0, GM3 Moasb (30bgamxdo gsdmg-
mobes IV bLoygnbggdol | bobggGoom
dMdMomgdama  g3magbos  5doBmd,
98360bob bodggm LEmMg 3 3gMome-
do  g3gMob@nsbrs. abBmmomamognsdn
0Mo30L obgadl Lognmbo, oy Mo@ma
aobd JMobGosbymao
J3949bs, 335Bg (30mbaby 3obnbo o6 oM-

LgodmaL.
memE 6d0bs 6obmb dg3mbgmabs ©o

LodoMoggmm

“dmdi39390  Joormabon”  db-

6MJIOTOJI30

bobs  gomymabs s doMosb dgxol
3096 J39460L god@ab@nebgdol dgbobgd
330530mM0L.  3304Mmdm, JMHobGosbmds
1339 893mbgmabal 56 brs ymaggomoym
5d(3Mmdoma  Mgmogos, bLogsMomome,
ob  gmobogm®o 60dbgdol  ggmeamos,
m3gmdsaz 34obogMo ©s0bym megabn
303960l 3m3m3qds, dgbodsdobaw, bmds-
madggo(z 930l ghm-gGmo 3oMgo dogsemn-
m0s. mM039 93egbos Jomadob (3968 3d0s
0890mo. gb 03gbsm 3Mg@gbdoymn
aobszbowns, MM ggz0930Mgdnbgdlb: oy
IV bomgmbob ©obobyobdn J&ob@nsbmds
Bobgmmms s 0g3bomms Mgmogos nym,
o@m3 d539L GodMgdo gsgsmsddo,
Jomodol (396@M3dn? sbgo dgdmbggzado,
93@gbogdo Bodgm seaosb gbrs vg-
dgbgdanbom.  J399460L  3mEo@ 0 nE-sw-
30bobGMa0mm (39630, (3968 omnE
boboemdo  Bodfgdal  bafggze-3gbgdo
LEmA g 080b 30db0dbgdgmos, M3 Jo-
dob, GmEgbsz bmgomsggzdo g3mgbogdals
sg@ocn 3dgbgdemmds ©anbym, sbv, IV
L-ob | Bobggza®dn, JEabBosbmds ¢339
Logdome ddmogMo nEgmemans gobe-
50, 053330M39Md,
aemo  03000bdbobyMgdom  (Moasb dob

dm3domgd-

bom3ammnn Imbobmgmds psbgws), dogcsed
99098 aoxsMmmmM3Es 5 boMgzs-mmmzz0l

137




LOJBO3M JdJI3TVISN

5mbagmgbom 1339 Lodbsgnsba dobamo ol sggds gobws Loagomm. (30bgamxdo scdmAg-
bocro g3emgbogde y3gmasb (306@®oer g seaomsb o®ab 2dgbgdamo - 0dorgmdag,
bogomodomdg s, BgHmdbys, 0na(39, domnsb @m3s dmmo@nznmo ImbsbdMgdgdo-
56 353m30bsmy, brmgdomadgzdn bogdabzmdmbm (39680 sMobMmb ymanme.

3m330b badMg3emm sbsgmgmnwsb  Bell tower from the west

B Vi

sdmogso, 0bgagmxdo oEsbBamgdagmo bmaMgdolb 36y3380 3350,
bsgsemogsmabl dsbd§o39380, dobo 9bazoemymn 0bgymsbBmag§ams, §odsmms g3ob-
33985 336330Am393b ob35360L: bmysemoggzolb bsgsemogsma bsgsmazgemmb

3acrdamagemo d933300609m30b baoyemosw 356bs3mommgdaemn bsdgibogmm o

bsdmgsmagm 5356m  Civil bath




6MJIdTOJI30N

9m3690m0 360d369emm3ab bogGodm dggemas - d96s6h96939mn orz300dymesm-
30b 3mb%9 06893M0M939cma Abmaemom duemGozaenGmaem bogmizgborsk.

©530m g mdodsdgoeo

MG Mgd0n 3o@3g89cmns 3300 cnmdnGsdzaemal, dosemzs cmggoz9bs o
bozm dgEmeyemosl dngm

Walls from the yard

35ma36930 gdmEs6

'gmbGo dBmzgo, “3bmg@gds Jotogac d9g8gs”, Jio I, 8., 1995:24;
xm06dgm0, “(36m3m980 356063 3mmgoberobs”, Jizo, I, 8., 1955:234-235;
3969980, 506965 La3gEMLS bodoMmggmmbe®, Jio, IV, 0b., 1973.794.
2090806056y, mggmms XXXI, agmmgogs I, 0d, 1965:33-37; 36mm man 390b-
3m0gemo, 3Gdmens b3smbyemgdomob, ggmmgogs I, 8., 1965: 182.

*030000b @5 3mbl§obBnbylb domBg0emmds; bodnbobo g. bsJomoggenmb bo-
Imonby. b3b3B-3989Mdnma0, 1882:325.



LANDMARK MONUMENTS

Where Helios put the Solar Thrown for his son,
where Golden Fleece appeared from the skybrought
Istrayed Phrixus to — legendary Colchis- recaclitrant Phazisi

“ throws its quick and foamed waves” and joins the river

m Tekhura as tirbutary. At the bank of the Tekhura, in village

Nokalakevi, in the first part of the 3 century BC , Kuji Eri-
stavi residence was erected, which was cold Tshikhegoji

and was considered as one of the largest political and ad-

ministrative center of Colchis....

An archaeologist, Doctor of history, Professor David Lomitash-
vili tells us about the landmark importance of Nokalakevi and

its unique essence:

In the central part of the west Georgia, in present Senaki Municipality, village
Nokalakevi, monumental ruins of the old city are preserved, which is well known
as for Georgian chroniclers’, as well as for Byzantine historians?. It is mentioned
in hagiographic literature3. This city is Tsikhegoji for Georgian chroniclers, and
for Byzantine historians Archeopolis (“Old Town”-in Greek).

Because of the special importance, Nokalakevi has retained its actuality for
more than fifteen centuries. The former city is 18 hectares and is built on very
complex relief area. It consists of three parts: the lower terrace, the slope and
citadel (on mountain plateau).

Four cultural layers are discovered in Tsikhegoji, the suitable architecture of
which is not seen on the place now. These cultural layers belong to Late Bronze-
Early Iron Age of the 11th-7th centuries BC, beginning of the 6th — 4th centuries
BC - Early Classical Age and powerful Hellenism — last quarter of the 4th cen-
tury BC — until the 1st century. Although, from the 1st century, the intensity of
life slightly reduced, but Tsikhegioji did not lost its function, on the contrary, it
strengthened and in the 4th-6th centuries the country’s political and administra-
tive center arose. That is, from 11th century BC — to 7th century AD, a contini-
ous trace life in the city is proved.

When ruling of the west Georgia, that is the legal successor of Colchis kingdom,
Egrisi kingdom, became difficult and its political and administrative center was
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established inside the country, the place of nonfunctuinal Phazisi was taken by
Nokalakevi. Urban processes were constantly being developed from the 11th
century BC, in Tsikhegoji, at least, the lowest layers found there, are dated
to this period, continuously is in progress until the 3rd century and the end
of the 3rd century — the beginning of the 4th century is characterized by a
completely new construction process. In the 4th-5th centuries a citadel and
also the main part of the city with excellent fortification, palaces, churches
and baths were built; The city’s appearance eventually was formed in the 6th
century, when a fence built with enormous quadras was added to the fortifica-
tion building, which not only strengthened the defense of the lower city, but
connect its main part directly to the citadel.

Its essence of uniqueness is interesting in many points of view.The city of

such standards does not exist not only in Egrisi Kingdom, or even in the whole
Georgia, but in the whole South Caucasus in this period. Nokalakevi area in-
side the fence is 18 hectares, so the construction culture of different peri-
ods covers an incredibly large area. Obviously, these cultural layers should
be considered in conjiction of such powerful Empire as was Byzantium. It is
not accidental, that architectural analysis reveals: The architect of that time
knew contemporary and earlier architecural treatises very well, had studied
Vitruvian “The Ten Books on Architecture”. In many cases, Tsikhegoji, with
amaizng accuracy proves the achievements outlined in the civilized world (|
mean Rome) treatises of that time. That is, the local, Egrisian architect carried
out the whole casacade of construction according to the passages written in
the book.

Another essence of Nokalakevi uniqueness (besides its size) is its subtle
/nfrastructurethe refinement of churches, tunnels, reservoirs, palaces, baths,
various kilns, infrastructire units of the inner fortification systems, which have
been revealed in the former city territory. | do not mean fences, because
the city inside was divided in a particular way, the kingdom was considered
separately, and so on. In other words, the former city has all the signs not
to considered in narrow regional point of view. It should be considered in a
larger scale than a political entity and one cspesifi political and administrative
center of Egrisi kingdom. Obviously, the function of Tsikhegoji is not fully rec-
ognized and that is why archaeological studies carries out in Nokalakevi evrey
year,which invlolve almost all the world’s leading institution. After all, we
must find out what was its essence and function, only ruling the country or
periodical participation in those major international polirtical and economi-
cal processes, which were carried out through the Silk Road, or perhaps the
control of different supporting systems, which in Egrisi kingdom, during the
peacetime stipulated trade activities

Churches and Christianity accoridng to Nokalakevi: It is difficult to prove,
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that because the church dated to the first half of the 4th century, was
found in Tsikhegoiji, Egrisi kingdom was converted to Christianity just in this
period. In historiography, nobody has put a question, why Georgia became
a Christian country, yet there is no clear-cut answer. “Conversion of Kartli”
tells us only about St. Nino and the Queen Nana’s and the King Mirian’s

m conversion to christianity. We think, that christianity, during its spreading

should not be oppressed religion, most likely, it is a feudal of classical signs,
which immediately began to gain its influence, therefore, Nokalakevi is one
of good exemples. Bot curches are built in the city center. It was so pretten-
tious statement, that makes us think: if Christianity was the religion for
martyrs and refugees in the beginning of the 4th century, why the temples
were built in the capital, in the center of the city? In such case, churches
should be built in a hidden places. Destruction and construction of temples
in the coulntry’s political and administrative center, in the central place,
indicates that, when active construction of churches began in Nokalakevi,
ie, in the first half of the 4th century, Christianity was a powerful ideology,
at first with modest worhip (because it was met with pagan residents), and
then it expanded and in order to conduct prayer three nave Basilica had to
be constructed. Churches found in Tsikhegoji, are built in central place —in
citadel, in the former city, on the slope, however, on the basis of very deep
political considerations, Nokalakevi has never been an Episcopal center.

Thus, continuous trace of life in Tsikhegoji, measure of the for-
mer city, its unique infrastructure, the layout of temples leads us to the
conclusion: Nokalakevi former city is a Landmark monument of a unique
scientific and national importance for Georgian Cultural Heritage — in
the background of preserved identity is integrated into the global multi-
caultural space.

David Lomitashuvili

Photos are taken by

David Lomitashvili, Shalva Lejava and Nick Murghulia
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GET TO KNOW GEORGIA

RACHA ARCHAEOLOGICAL potential

Lali Akhalaia

Racha- one of the most beautiful regions of Georgia is located in the west-
ern Caucasus, mostly includes the upper Rioni River valley with confluences. Ra-
cha combines Ambrolauri Municipality (Lower Racha) and Oni Municipality (Upper
Racha).

According to the Georgian written sources, Racha was part of the Egrisi
Kingdom in the early Middele Ages, then was united in Duchy of Racha-Lechkhu-
mi. Racha was formed as Ducy after establishment of monarchial government in
Georgia, in the last quarter of the 11* century and bacame an important unit of
the United Georgian Kingdom. Racha Eristavis (duke) were one of the first nobles
of the court, who strove for country’s integrity and strength.

According to Queen Tamar’s historian, during her coronation, after Arch-
bishop Anthony hiererchially Racha Eristavi (duke) was mentioned first. First Eri-
stavi of Racha was Rati from Baghvashi dinasty, then his son _ Kakhaberi. Racha
Eristavis’ surname comed from Kakhaberi’s name — Kakhaberisdze. The main res-
idence of the Eristavis were Minda and Kvara castles. After fragmentation of the

Kingdom of Georgia, Racha was united in Imereti Kingdom.

After the union of Georgia Racha was actively involved in the cultural
development of the country. The region is extremely imprtmant in terms of cul-
tural heritage. In Lower and Upper Racah more than two hundred architectural
monuments of Early (7"-9™ centuries) and Middle ages (11" -15'" centuries) are
recorded. Among them the most notable is the magnificent architectural mony-
ments - Nikorwminda (1010-1014), Kviriketsminda, Labechina, parakheti, Khimshi,
Bugeuli, Mravaldzali, Upper Bari, Ghadishi, Tskadisi, Sori, Upper Krikhi, small Oni,
Minda Castle, Kvara Castle, Tsedisi Castle and others. One of the last old Georgian
domed architectural monuments —Barakoni, built by Racha Eristavi (duke) Rostomi
in 1753.



Brilialnt works of architecture, wall painitngs, embrossed icons and scripts

are proved in churches. Including a unique book of 11" century written on parch-
ment - Chelishi Gospels. There are lots of 19" century wooden houses in Racha
villages, which have highly artistic value. They are distinguished by a delicate
wood-processing technique, arches decorated with refined décor, transparent rail-
ings and others.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

Stationary excavations in Upper Racha were carried out in 30’s and 50’s of
the last century. One of the oldest mining center was found for the first time in
Georgia, in the vicinities of village Ghebi, 1500-2000 meters abve sea level. There
is documented evidence ore extraction procedure in mines, using fire and water.
Hundreds of old mines are recorded, where copper, antimony and arsenic ore
were mined. In multystory mines, ventilation windows, coal layers, stone ham-
mers, wooden plaited trays for taking ore, bronze ingots, access paths in rocks
are recorded. From mines (a few kilometers away), in forested area remains of
ore metling workshops and pouring moulds, coal, ore slag, fragments of ore were
found. In fact the entire process of prodiction is shown —from ore extraction to the
pressing and molding of the metal objects.

The items made of metal, are found in great number to the north-west of
village Ghebi, 8-9 km away, on a multilayer cemetery, partly excavated on Brill
terrace. Here four successive cultural layers were revealed, which proves that the
cemetery functioned for dozen centuries. The oldest layer is dated back to the
middle ages of the 2" milleniem BC, and the latest — 3-4" centuries AD. Great
number of bronze and iron agricultural tools and weapons were found- hoes,
ploughs, sickles, segments; cult-ritual engraved axes, war axes, daggers, spear tips,
Scythian type daggers (Akinake), items for horse trappings- bits, chin-strap rings,
bells; Jewelry — silver and electrum earrings, pendtants, icon yoke (kirkeli), brace-
lets (hundreds of them), a variety of cornelian, amber, glass paste, jet beads; cloth-
ing attributes — ornamented belts and buckles, fasteners, amulets; horseman, ship,

Capra, snake and other sculptures.

Bronze rectangular transparent buckles found in Brili cemetery upper lay-

er tombs (3™ century BC-4™" century AD) is considered as a very imprtant discov-
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ery. Before Racha excavations all these buckles were obtained by accident or
purcahsed from various people. Archaeologists had different opinions about
their origin and date. Some of them thought that they were Chinese art imi-
tation, while others thougth they were the Caucasian artefacts, others — con-
sidered them as Dagestani-Kubacheli craftsmen products. Such buckles in im-

movable cultural layer are found only in Brili Cemetery.

m They are casted with the so called “Model loss rule”, ie, when after

casting one item the mold must be broken. Therefore buckles are generally
equal, but does not duplicate one another. Generally, they are square-shaped,
adorned with a beautiful laces and various animal images, some of them are
fantastic, the main place belongs to deer, horse or bull. On the back of the
main animal there is a dog, bull or bird. The scenes on the buckles depict spir-
itual aspects of our ancestors. Their study is the matter of future.

In the burials of the same layers gold icons dated back to 2" century
BC -3 century AD were found- local imitations of Alexander the Great staters.
On one side of them the head of goddess Athena is depicted and on the other,
the Goddess of Victory Nike.

The archaeological material discovered in Brili cemetery, in Racha is
important because it is the only monument so far, where the continuous de-
velopment of Colchis culture from the middle ages of the 2" millenium BC —

to the 4" century was documented.

There are known some bronze treasures, which were acci-

dentally discovered in some villages of Racha:

1. Kvishari Treasure — 16™-13% centuries BC. Was accidentally discovered un-
der a huge boulder, while making a water channel, in 1939 in village Kvis-
hari, at the bank of the river Obinela. The treasure consists of Colchis 16
bronze axes.

2. Kvishari Treasure — 10™"-8™ centuries BC. Was accidentally discovered in
1946 during ground works. The treasure includes Colchis bronze axes, seg-
ment tools, hoes, sickles, bracelets, rings, rings, pieces of bronze vessels
and ingots, the weight of which is more than 80 kg. It should be noted that
bronze items were placed in clay pots.

3. Tkhmori Treasure — 11"-10* centuries BC. Was discovered in 1953 in village
Tkhmori, during ground works. The treasure contains two dozen hoes, lots
of segment tools, miniature dagger, Celts-like weapons and bronze ingots.



4. Bugeuli Treasure — 11 -10™ centuries BC. It was found in 1953, contains bronze
hoes, segments, dagger and spearheads.

5. Light (sinatlis) Treasure — 10t — 8t centuries BC. Was found in 1949, in the riv-
er Shaori valley, near the village Sinatle, to the soith of Nikortsminda, near the
highway, in the hole dug for topographic point. It contains Colchis 14 bronze
hoes, some of them are embossed with geometric and animal images.

6. Tola Treasure — 10™-8t centuries BC. Was found in 1940. Contains bronze hoes,
bridle and lots of ingots, the weight of which is more than 80 kg. 153

* Literature:

1. Tamaz Beradze, Racha hostorical essay, Thilisi, 1983.

2. George Bochoridze, Racha-Lechkhumi historical monuments
and antiquities, Tbilisi, 1994.

3. Germane Gobejishvili, Archaeological excavations in Soviet
Georgia, Thilisi, 1952.

4. Germane Gobejishvili, Late Bronze and Iron Ages in Georgia,
Georgian History Essays, Volume |, Thilisi, 1970.

5. Domenti Qoridze, For Colchis cultural history, Thilisi, 1965.
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GET TO KNOW GEORGIA

SAMSHVILDE - Wonder of Medieval Georgia

m If you have not seen Samshvilde and the

information about it have read only in the
books, have delighted with its beauty only
from photos taken by others, trust me, this
is the suprevicial attempt to study the mon-
ument. | advise you, to take your backpack,
prepare Samshvilde Topographic Map and
see Samshvilde yourself- Wonder of medeival
Georgia. | will try to guide you.

As soon as you pass Tetritsqaro Center, turn
to the left and go down to the south. A few
minutes later, you get a great view of a large
plateau. Here the flush of impressions begins.

Soon you will go over the nedieval arch
bridge on the river Chivchavi and when you
start going up the rise you will find yourself
in the past... This is Samshvilde, former of city
of medeival ages, which is located on a rocky
plateau between the rivers Chivchavi and
Khrami. The naturally preserved plateau pro-
tected with canyon from three sides was no-
ticed by a man in ancient times and arranged
a defensive harbor there. Walking along the
slope you gradually recall the history read
from books, about how Samshvilde became
the center of duchy (saeristavo) with the cre-
ation of Georgian Kongdom.

In a few minutes you will follow the road
passing between walls built in dry stone
structure. Leading the main highway of the
medieval town you will see fenced plots on
the right and on the left.They are the former
settlements of the suburb. You are walking
along the highway and think- whether such

Ketevan Dighmelashvili

wide streets existed then. Around you, on the
right or on the left you will see lanes, which
lead you to the former seetlment. On the
left, you will see a small hall church. This is
St. George’s church, which has been desto-
ryed by the upheavals of history, the same
upheaval has lost the stone, where Eqvtime
Taqaishvili read the history of the church.
According to this inscription, the church was
built in 1672, by Zilikhan, who was the mas-
ter of King Vakhtang V Shahnavaz’s wife. Now
temple has been restored.

There are burial mounds to the south and
west of the church, the part of which has re-
mained stones with cross images, put at the
burial side.

Follow the road to the east and soon you will
reach the defensive wall of the town. This 4-6
meter wall, which was strecthed in two and
half kilometers, had the function of the city
defensive fence. Such fence is erected only
on the west, because the invasion of enemies
was imppossibe from other sides.

Enter the main gate and you are already in a
real city. The first thing you find on the right is
a small chapel, with wide windoews and mod-
ern tin roof. This is the 17th-18th centuries
church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary,
where there is a huge stone- menhire — a pa-
gan cult of our ancestors. The same thing, that
is —building of the Christian churches in pagan
cult places is characteristic for Christianity. It
is not surprising, that there is an Armenian in-
scription from 1621 and a cross carved on the
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menhire, because it is known that Armenian
Monopysites appeared in Samshvilde from
the 11th century.

Away from the church, in the southern
pary of the city you will see three large-sized
stones put on one another and all of them
lean against the fourth one. This is tetralit
and the question — what is it? — still remains
unanswered. But it is easy to guess that te-
tralit is as old as menbhire. If you look tetralit
from pricipice, you will see that in a few me-
ters there is a church. This is “Teogenida”,
one more shrine in ruins form medeival ages.
There is still a ceramic vessel in its wall to en-
hance the acoustic.

If you go along the main street to the east, on
the right of the street you will see the only wall
of the two-story house and you will immedi-
ately realize that it must have been a house
of nobles- with agricultural premises on the
first floor and a bright hall on the second floor.
Apparently, you entered the elite district... and
you are in fron of the Acropolis. In comaprison
with this twelve-meter-high walls and pillars a
man seems as little as an aunt. Citadel military
paths overlook Samshvilde plateau and the
entire city. Here you will realize how peace-
fully the Samshvilde people live protected by
nature and God, here you will remember the
most famous episode from Samshvilde history
—how King David captured the city: first he re-
laxed the enemy, then lead his people secretly,
Giorgi Chkondideli began the “stealing” of the
town, when Turks were not expecting their ac-
tivity. Yes... this “stealing” was the syonyme of
to be one too many for.

Go down the citadel and visit the near-
by bath, then glance the ruins of the palace
built to the citadel and find yourself at three-
nave basilica.As often you go around the hall
and study all the details of the temple, you
will see nothing than Orthodox shrines. Only
then, very far away from Samshvilde, you will
accidentally read, that there were unusual
things- baptistry in the nortehrn wall, thrived
crosses in the facades and ornaments on the
both sides of the entrance door. They indicate
that the basilica built in 9th-10th centuries
was reconstructed as Monopysite shrine by
Aremenians.

Samshvilde true magic and beauty is
SmashvildeSioni. No dome, no arches, no wall,
no galleries built on the sides... only the east
faade, only the north and south euktérion,
foundation outlines, many ruins and remains
of the walls smoked by fire... SamshvildeSioni,
ruined and still beautiful, magnificent and
amazing, splendid yellow monolith ..and you,
fascinated with this grand wonder, recall the
date of its construction — the 8th century...
suddenly you will think a while — how the
church looked like?!

When you “study” every detail of Sioni, con-
tinue your way to eastward. Here you will
see hall church, which was built by David the
Builder and where there are still traces of the
painting. Somwhere near there are water res-
ervoirs...

The sun set and you leave the city and per-
ceive of the past with flood of emotions.
Exciting impressions indicate the fact that you
will come back again in Samshvilde!..

Photos are taken by Ketavan Dighmelashvili
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MUSEUMS AND ARTEFACTS

“Online Archaeology” congratulates the
upcoming Christmas and New Year to muse-
um leaders, staff and visitors. The manager of
Great Mtskheta Archaeological State Muse-
um-Reserve Nukri Maisurashvili and the mon-
itoring specialist of the same museum Ketevan
Dighmelashvili present Great Mtskheta Ar-
chaeological State Museum-Reserve and de-
scription of some artifacts kept there.

Great Mtskheta Archaological State Mu-
seum-Reserve was founded in 1956. Current-
ky it is @ member of the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia.
The Museum-Reserve unites the fund (there
are about 23 thousand museum pieces) and
five archaeological monuments, which is the
organic part of Mtskheta while ot was the the
capital (3rd Centurry BC — 5th century AD).
The four sites from them (Samatavro for-
mer settlement and cemetery, Armaztsikhe/
Bagineti/, Armaziskhevi Complex, the mau-
soleum type tomb and Mtskheta gate) have
been awarded the category of national sig-
nificance.

Samtavro former settlement and cem-
etery is a complex monument. It is distin-
guished by its size and scope. The monu-
ments unites semi mud-hut type houses of
the 8th-7th century BC- with stoves, altars,
hearth, a temple dated back to the 1st cen-
tury AD and the largest burial ground, which
continuously operated from the 2nd millen-
nium BC — to the 8th century AD. Almost all
types of burial grounds are proved on this
cemetery: Kurgan, pit barrow, stone barrow,
tile barrow, clay sarcophagus, clay tile bar-

rows. Almost four thousand burial grounds
have already been excavated (which is only
the part of this field), which perfectly rep-
resents not only a change of burial traditions
according to the epochs, but also the ten-
dencies of material culture.

2. Armaztshikhe (Bagineti) — Residence of
Kartli royals in 3rd century BC-5th century
AD. It was here that the foundation was laid
for the creation of the Kartli Kingdom and it
was the country’s political epicentre before
Thilisi became the capital. In addition, Bag-
ineti was the oldest residence of the kings,
which has been found in Georgia so far.

Archaeological research in Armaztsikhe
was renewed four years ago. Armaztsikhe is
represented with its defencive fence, the low-
er city, the Acropolis, residential, religious,
domestis buildings and sewage systems. But
only a few is known about Armaztsikhe. Pre-
sumably, the results of future excavations
will unfold lots of historical secrets

3. Armaziskhevi- Antique period (2nd-4th
centuries) residence of Kartlifristavi (head
of the nation) and Spaspet (High Consta-
ble). Armaziskhevi is also the only monu-
ment (from the monuments of this period),
which represents palace, bath, cemetery,
religious, industrial and domestic buildings
in complex. The epigraphic sample as well
as archaeological artefacts are found in its
walls. Armaziskhevi rehabilitation process
has already started and soon the monument
will be shown to the society with all its great-
ness and innovations.

4.The Tomb:There are many types of buri-
al buidlings in Georgia, including the tombs
built with sandstone quadra (very few), which
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are mainly dated back to the 3rd-4th centu-
ries. Mtskheta tomb is signified from others
not only in the construction date- it is almost
two centuries earlier than other tombs (end
of the 1st century), but with its architecture
and facilities. Although, the tomb is robbed,
there still were found interesting artifacts, in-
cluding 64 coins.

Now about 23 thousand different types of
artifacts are kept in the museum fund. Most
of them are the items found during the ar-
chaeological excavations and chronological-
ly are dated back to the 4th millenium BC-
10th-12th centuries AD. This material, with
its typology, makes not only the collections
of metal, bronze, iron and glass artifacts, but
also a very rich glyptic, numismatic and epi-
graphic fund. The artifacts from this collec-
tion are the visit cards of the museum and
the unique masterpieces of the cultural heri-
tage of Georgia.

This time we will focus only on a few local
items.

1.7he altar dated back to the 8th-7th cen-
turies BC from Samtavro former settlement-
a stone altar with the back, where there were
four anthropomorphic deities, sculptured
with clay, two of them are fully preserved.
The significance of the exhibit is determined
not only by its age and the quality of preser-
vation (it is kept in its complete form), but by
its uniqueness in the whole Georgia.

2.A distinctive exhsibit of the museum Is
a sandstone pedestal of the statue, which
was found in Armaztsikhe pagan temple ( the
temple was demolished after the conversion
of Kartli to Christianity). Its sides are deco-

rated with rosettes, columns and girlands. A
human foot settings are carved on the sur-
face, where the statue was fixed. This unique
pedestal must be made in Kartli Kingdom.

3.The special collection of the musem
are 18 bronze belts found in the cemetery
of Greate Mtskheta dated back to the 8th-
7th centuries BC. Each of them are engraved
with geometrical ornament, with hunting
and ritual scenes. The belts were some kind
of insignia of leaders and has the represen-
tational and ritual purpose. The collection
preserved in Mtskheta museum is one of the
the largest colections between the museum
collections of Georgia.

4. A child’s toys kept in the fund, which
are represented in horse and sheep sculp-
tures made form clay and ratt/es. Horse
sculptures found in Tserovani cemeteries
dated back to the 14th-13th centuries BC,
are the oldest toys found in Georgia, and rat-
tles dated back to the 4th -5th centuries AD
are found only here.

5.Hellenistic period bronze helmet and
shield from Kamarakhevi cemetery. The
round shaped shield is made of bronze sheet.
The helmet is the hemispherical bronze hat.
Discovering these two elements of defensive
arms in the Antique period sites of Georgia
is not frequent. Exceptionally rare is a metal
shield, which was the “luxury” of a rich and
high social class representative warrior.

6.Paleographic samples kept in the muse-
um are very imprtant for research of Geor-
glan history, because each of them has the
Information, which is not proved elswhere
and therefore, they are the only source in



MUSEUMS AND ARTEFACTS

the stuady of any of the facts. Among them
are notable inscription in Greek language
dated back to the 2nd -3rd centuries found
in Armaztsikhe, which tell us about the king
of Karrtli Amazasp Il, his Armeninan wife —
gueen Dracontis and about the economic
and financial governor (ezosmodsghvari),
who built a bath for the queen in the royal
residence.

It should be noted, the 5the century Greek
Stela from Antioch temple. In the text carved
in the Stela an architect and senior artist
Avrelius is mentioned, whose activities in the
capital of Georgia is proved by the second
inscription found on the Samtavro cemetery.

A featured sample of the collection is the
gold plate with Aramaic inscription. It was
discovered in one of the houses in Mtskhe-
ta city, dated back to the 5th century. The
inscription is a Hebrew amulet and had a
protective function of house of a wealthy
(supposedly a merchant) person, Abraham
Sarah’s son. Similar amulet has not been
found anywhere in Georgia.

7.Mtskheta museum is also distinguished
by wiriting equipmet found in Mtskheta-city
territory. They are dated back to the 2nd-4th
centuries and are represented in only writing
sticks — Stylos, as well as in inkpots. Writing
equipment are found in the cemeteries of
various social group representatives. This fact
proves the spreading of literacy in Mtskheta
population in the 2nd-4th centuries.

Thus, Grear Mtskheta Archaeological
State Museum-Reserve is a rich museum.
Although, now only its archaeological mon-
uments are prominent and delightfu, but
the museum will offer the public interesting
exhibitions in future, its artifacts will see the
daylight very soon.
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PROJECTS

There are two projects financed by the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation
of Georgia published in the rubric- about the archaeological excavations of Khuntsi and Geguti.
Also, the rubric talks about the significant results achieved after excavations.

AUTHORS:

Geguti palace complex — Roland Isakadze, PhD in History.
Khuntsi castle — the head of Khuntsi archaeological expedition, archaeologist Beso Lortki-
panidze.
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Online Archaeology new rubric “Reportage from the excavation” will
allow reader to get virtually involved in archaeological research process.

So, before the excavations, during the excavation and results of scientif-
ic research — excavation dynamics online.

July 3, 2015 - Doctor of History, archaeolo-
gist Kakha Kakhiani’s reprtage from Dmanisi:

Before excavations: In the Autumn 2014, the
staff of Dmanisi Museum-Preserve noticed
that in villages Gantiadi and Boslebi agricul-
tural fields, heavy equipment was working.
Inspections revealed that in the excavated
ground pieces of pottery, stone walls, dam-
aged burials of various periods had been
fallen out. We informed the National Agency
for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia
about this. With the effort of the Agency the
management of “Georgian Amelioration”
Ltd has financially provided rescue archaeo-
logical works. Field archaeological research
was carried out from within the meliorative
trench. Field works started on June 2015
(Head of expedition Kakha Kakhiani, mem-
bers — Gocha Kiladze, Zurab Giorgadze, Elguja
Ghlighliashvili, Tinatin Kazakhashvili).
Excavations: On the first stage the excava-
tions were carried out in the lands of village
Gantiadi, place “Nagazuri”, in 12 damaged
sites of cut trench by specialist in land-recla-
mation. In the revealed cultural layers Early
and developed Medieval centuries fragments
of building walls and tombs (pit-graves, stone
boxes) were found.

Now we are at 80 km distance eform
Tbilisi, 1 100 meters above sea level, in
Dmanisi municipality, village Boslebi lands,
place “Qanchaant village”, where at about
1.3 km distance we found 14 archaeological
sites from within the merliorative trench.

Developed and Late medieval fragments of
building walls, Late Classical period pit-graves
and Hellenistic period stone boxes were
found in cultural layers. In the graves from
Late Classical era glass ointments of different
color and shape were found — there are still
the trace of ointment in them, analyzing will
show whether they are made from the same
recipe or not; bronze bells, deer sculptures,
pendants, rings, gold pendants and earrings;
Octavian Augustus’, the Roman emperor sil-
ver coins; Iron weapons and pottery. The ar-
chaeological items are preliminarily dated
back to the 1st-3rd canturies AD.

Artefacts will be placed in Georgian National
museum depots.

Excavations were completed on July 15,
2015,

News: |. It is the first time that in the cultur-
al layers of Mashavera valley 1st-3rd centu-
ries burial grounds were found. Il. According
to the burial material ( luxury goods — gold
rings, pendants, Roman silver coins, bronze
sculptires of deer, glass ointments of different
colors and shapes, weapons), it is clear that at
that time a highly developed nad socially ad-
vanced society lived in Dmanisi region, which
had close cultural and economic connections
with Georgian regions of that time as well as
with Rome and Syria.

August 25, 2015 - Lana Chologauri’s (Master
in archaeology at TSU) reportage from
Kazbegi.
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We are now in Dariali Gorge, Tamar’s castle,
on a rocky hill on the left bank of the river
Tergi, on 1372 meters above sea level.

Fortress:

Tamar’s fortress had a great strategic impor-
tance for centuries, because it is one of the
last points on the northern border of Georgia
and also the main artery which connect the
North Caucasus with the South. According to
the written sources and archaeological mate-
rial found in the territory of the fortress, it is
likely that the fortress was built at the end of
the Hellenistic period.

Excavations:

The archaeological study of the fortress and
its adjacent territory was conducted from
the 20th century. From 2013 the archaeo-
logical works here have been carrying out by
Edinburgh and Thilisi State University inter-
national expeditions. The aim of the expedi-
tion was and still is to find Sassanian layers of
the fortress. . Since Dariali (dar-i-alan) means
Gate of the Alans in Persian, it is considered
that the name of the fortress and its adjacent
territory is associated with the influence of
Sassanian Iran and it is likely that one of the
most important points the extreme north bor-
der of Iran is Dariali Fortress. The head of the
expedition, the Professor at the University of
Edinburgh, Eberhard Sauer explores Sassanian
Iran distribution borders.

Archaeological works began on July 1 this
year. Generally, the representatives of 15
countries participate in the expedition (head:
Prof. Eberhard Sauer; members of the ex-
pedition: Konstantine (Kote) Pitskhelauri,
David Naskidashvili, Lana Chogolauri, Koba
Koberidze, Ana Gabunia, Eve Mcdonalds, Seth
Priestman, David Greenwood and others).
The research is of interdisciplinary nature.

Here are working archaeologists, as well as
geologists, archaeozoologists, paleobotanists
and various ancillary discipline specialists.

Now on the territory of Tamar’s fortress the
study of 2 squares take place. In 2013 after
removing the surface layer, developed and
late medieval walls, repositories and remains
of defensive fence were found. After taking
the walls of the late period there were found
the remains of earlier period buildings and ar-
tefacts. A large number of glass, bone, metal
and ceramic material were revealed. The ex-
pedition is led by the British system of archae-
ological excavations. This method allows to
determine the age of each layer and artefact.
The material will be sent to Oxford Laboratory
for analysis and dating. Also the geological
study of layers found on the fortress is very
important, which allows to determine the
date and the small nuances.

Archaeological excavations were ended on
August 9.

News:

The most ancient layer found in the territo-
ry of the fortress till now is dated back to the
5th century AD. Glass and ceramic material
characteristic for Sassanian Iran were found
in these layers. In the second square, which
is located in the northern slope of the hill,
Sassanian layers were also revealed. This
research proves the assumption once again
that the extreme northern border of Iranian
Sasanian Empire crossed Dariali Fortress.

Logo setin a photo from the rubric “Reprtage
form the excavations”

Is taken by Zurab Giorgadze
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For information

Or the past revived by inscriptions
Grakliani Hill

In the temple located on the third ter-
race of Grakliani Hill, which is dated back to
the 8th-7th centuries BC, an inscription is
found (it was found by TSU expedition, head
— Vakhtang Licheli). It is curved in the front
pedestal of central altar. The total length of
the inscription is 80cm, the height of letter
— 7cm. As the inscription is carved on the
pedestal of the altar, it is clear, that it has a
religious content, because in such cases, as
a rule, magical slogans are confirmed. It is
not possible to determine yet, what is the
inscription about. According to the shape
of the letters it is similar to some types of
scripts, which are known in the territory of
the Near East- Aramaic alphabet, phoenician
alphabet, the South Semitic script, etc. There
are specific signs in all these scripts, which
are similar in terms of graphics. The same
is confirmed in case of Grakliani Hill inscrip-
tion, however a graphic identification does
not imply the phonetic identity.

For information:
The inscription was published immedi-
ately after its discovery (August 2015). Prof.

30b VIl bos=;39690b, Moz 3565306m3980
@3b3365b: bogsmorzgemmdn @sdbgmenm-
dob obBmmns 2700 berob 606 @snbym.
od smdmAB9bnor bogsmazgemnm g3obws nd
gevo-
énb 63360, MmmIgemons s369MemmBs
005b6mgmemgdb nozemnb.

905MmIs>bom  (30300m0d3(300m0

3mme. 3. mohgemb 9bsdms aboyb
s@mggmenmgnal dndsmomemagdal dognb-

8360 m3bs Rmenmagsymo.

Vakhtang Licheli read lectures about this
in Germany (Nuremburg) and Russia (St.
Petersburg, at the World Congress of East-
ern study and lranian study specialists. At
the St. Petersburg Congress the scientists
unanimously agreed that the signs found in
Grakliani temple undoubtedly was inscrip-
tion. Questions were raised — Which script is
it close to? What is the technics of perfor-
mance? Specialists from several countires
got interested in decoding of Graklaini in-
scription and they have already started its
study. So, Grakliani inscription becamethe
subject of international research.

The conclusion:

The analog of Grakliani Hill inscription
does not exist yet, it belongs to the 7th cen-
tury BC, which lead to the conclusion: The
history of written language began in Geor-
gia 2700 years ago. With this discovery,
Georgia became the member of that vast
civilization elite, the written language of
which counts millennia.

TSU master’s degree candidate in ar-
chaeology Lana Chologauri spoke with Prof.
V. Licheli
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GEORGIAN HONORED ARCHAEOLOGISTS

Parmen (Napo) Zakaraia

A prominent Georgian figure, Georgian art historian, Doctor of
Arts, Corresponding Member of the Georgian National Academy of
Sciences (GNAS), head of Department of Art and Theory, at Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, laureate of TSU Scientific prize,
Ivane Javakhishvili prize and the proze for Best of Book of the year,
Professor Parmen (Napo) Zakaraia, was born in 1914, in Martvili
Municipal district Najakhovo. With his direct participation were re-
corded, described and measured the castles of Georgia. In the 40s
and 50s he defended his thesis for a candidate’s and doctor’s de-
gree, was awarded the title of Doctor of Arts. During his work in the
museum, he took part in various archaeological expeditions, firstly

as the member and from the mid 60s, as the head.

Mr. Napo’s first archaeological expedition was the excavation of
Urbnisi former city. Later, he led archaeological studies of late me-
diveal capital of Kakheti Kingdom Gremi and Saakadze’s residence
in Noste. Then, Mr. Napo Zakaraia’s research area moved to west-
ern Georgia. He led the excavations in Chakvinja, Sukhuti and Gu-
davashi. From 1973, Parmen Zakaraia was the head of Egrisi capital
city, Tsikhegoji-Archaeopolis-Nokalakavi archaeological expadition.
The expedition reached the highly significant results. Napo Zakaraia
founded Nokalakevi museum, which is still named after him.

The scientist died in 2003, was buried in Didube Pantheon.

David Lomitashvili

Beso Lortkipaniaze
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article- bone artefact from Tamar’s fortress
(Head Prof. Vakhtang Licheli), which is the
prize winner at 75th Scientific Conference of
University Students.

BONE ARTEFACTS from Tamar’s Fortress

Tamar’s, the same Dariali Fortress is locat-
ed in Dariali Gorge, 15 kilometers away from
Stepantsminda, on the rocky hill on the left
bank of the River Terek. The fortress is the last
point of the northern border of Georgia and it
has had a great strategic importance since an-
cient times — it was the block of the Cauacus
pass and the main connecting artery of the
northern and southern countries.

The study of Tamar’s Fortress started in the
20th century [1, page 5-16], and from 2013
till now the archaeological works have been
carried out by a joint expedition Edinburgh
University and lvane Javakhishvili Thilisi State
University. In 2013-2014 a large number of
ceramic and osteological material were found
on the territory of the fortres. Including bone
artefacts.

The bone artefact found in the fortress can
be divided into four main groups:

1. Agricultural and household items (a. Hafts
of knife and other weapons; b. Items for using
in knitting; c. Needles, awls, pins);

2. Jewelry and clothong-relating items (a.
Necklaces, b. Buttons);

3. Toy items;

4. Various things.

Items for uisng in knitting — several artefacts
found on the territory of the fortress indicate
that the inhabitants of this place were en-
gaged in spinning and weaving work. A bone
knee cap (VIlI-IX centuries), the parallels of
which can be found in the materials of meny
eras (starting from the Early Bronze Ade to
Medieval centurire), also from the Dmanisi
former city artefacts. A circular shape pol-
ished bone item, small in the middle, with tru-
angular shape holes on sides must be for spin-
ning work. A treated bone of animal shoulder
belongs to this group too, on the surface of
which there are some through holes.

Clothing accessory is considred to be a frag-
ment of a bone ornamented circular plate,
which is broken in the middle, there is a
grooved line on the edge of the one sied of the
surface, and on the other side it is decorated
with four spot circles. The exact purpose of
the artefact is impossible to define, but per-
sumably it is a button. The printed pattern |
stypical of the medieval decorative design of
bone. This item is similar to the bone plate
discovered in Dmanisi former city layers of
XII-XIII centuries, the purpose of which is not
precisley defined. Beads and pendants also



belong to this group. It should be noted also
a shell, which should be a bead, also beads
made of a small phalanx bone, discovered in
one of the tombs.

Toy items are ankle bones found on the ter-
ritory of the fortress, on which there are signs
of treatment. There is a through hole in the
middle of one of this items. Knucklebones
was very popular from ancient times. As yet
Greek authors wrote about this game. Ankles
are found in Classical era former settlements
and cemeteries and do not lose popularity
in the Middle Ages. As a result of analysis of
Classical era buriak complexes, it can be said
that ankles are more often found in children’s
and young people’s burials. As for the holed
ankles, they are mainly found in cultural
layers. It is likely that the holes had a func-
tional importance, ie by means of them the
ankles were threaded on one rope and was
easy to wear and keep. Ankles are also found
in Dmanisi former city layers dated back to
Medieval ages.

Various things — fragments of bone double
comb and teeth have been found on the ter-
ritory of the fortress, which were scattered
in cultural layers. The fragments of the comb
are mainly from the layers dated back to VII-IX
canturies.

Bone handles found in the fortress create
an interesting group. 4 fragmetns of arte-
facts have been found so far, the purpose of
some of them is not know. For example: t is
not clear what a piece made of the cattle rib
bone was for, where there is a sign of cut and
incision with a sharp thing (though accoridng
to an opening on the one side of the bone we
think that a metal blade was fixed there and it
had a function of a handle).

A brown phalanx bone, well polished ar-
tefact is worthwhile. It has 2.8 cm diameter
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vertical through hole, where (perpendicular-
ly) there is a metal nail. On the upper part of
the item there is oval shaped distinct two-way
hole. It must be a hanger. This artefact can be
considered as a small handle of dometic tool,
however it remonds us a horse harness, in
particular a bridle. The exact paralle of it has
not been found, so the determnation of its
purpose is determined.

Fromthe material foundin Dariali Fortress the
special attention is paid to bone fragmebnts
of ornamented items, one of which is more or
less damged and the other is badly damaged.
Artefact are made of phalanx bones of mam-
mal, herbivorous animal. The bones have a
cylindrical shape and are slightly narrowed in
the middle. The surface is polished, fully cov-
ered with engraved ornaments, and on the
upper and lower zones it is surrounded with
0.3 diemter through holes. On the upper zone
there is an ornament filled with double zigzag
lines, the lower side of which has a stripe and
below it there are drawn in rhomb images
in two registers set against with tips. In one
of the rhombs there is a sketch of a bird. Its
body is filled with points. Below the rhombs
in the empty place there are ornaments of an
animal and a bird, both of them are stylized,
so their indentification is impossible. Two
protrusions on the back of the animal may
be a saddle and we can think that there is a
stylized image of the horse. The bodies of the
animal and the bird are covered with small
and short vertical lines (an attempt to show
fur and feather). Below them there are wood-
en structural images with rhombs and vertical
lines (3 in total), between them there are two
ornements of plants designed with semi-circle
lines (bushes, grass?). And below them three
horisontal lines are scrathed, which are filled
with coniferous type ornament. The similar
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ornament is on a small fragment, where there
is an image of a goat-like animal. This piece is
not compatible wit the copy described above.
The second must be the fragment of the sim-
ilar item.

It should be noted that the plant and animal
ornaments imaged on bone items are strange
for Medieval Age and the preceding period
archaeological material of Georgia.

The pieces found in Dariali very different
from the concomitant bone handles discov-
ered on the teritory of our country, whihc are
mainly represented in flat plates and small
cylindrical copies. From the artefacts discov-
ered in Georgia, the closest thing to the piec-
es found in Tamar’s forrtress is the fragment
of a bone item from Orchosani former settle-
ment, which is dated back to VI-VII centuries
BC. Among the zones of the engraved rhombs
there asre images of deer and an other ani-
mal (lion?) in motion, but in the sylistic point
of view it is different and much more natural-
istic than others. The item is considered as a
handle or a cladding of a ritual item [2. Page
210].

The bone artefacts from Khazaria, namely
from Saltovo-Mayaki culture are very similar
to the ornamented bone items found in the
fortress. They are found in the settlemnts of
Sarkel and Mayaki, the upper Saltovo ceme-
tery, etc. [3. Page 59-66]. The material from
this sites, in the sylistic point of veiw is similar
to the copy found in Dariali- schematic imag-
es of animals and birds, their body decoration
with points and short slant lines, with rhomb
pattern design, plants with geometrical lines,
with small holes in both ends and others.

The items discovered in Dariali as the pieces
from Saltovo-Mayaki culture are dated back
to VIII-X centuries. It seems that ornamented
bone artefacts found in Tamar’s fortress are

brought from the north, that is the result of
contacts with Khazars. If we discuss all of this
in historical context, it seems that Khazars
first came with Byzantine army in 627 and in
628 they first occupied Thilisi. After the Arabs
took Thilisi(in the first half of VII century),
Khazars had to fight for Transcaucasian coun-
tries with Arab Caliphate. According to the
Georgian written sources, Arabs and Khazars
used Derbent and Darial passes during the
fights, and in 764 Khazars still conquerd
Thilisi. Writtem sources do not confirm the
seige of Dariali Fortress by Khazars, howev-
er, it is possible that when returining back
through Dariali Gorge Khazars stayed in the
Fortress for some time. It is likely that these
bone items were found on the territory of
Tamar’s Fortress as a result of trade-econom-
ic relations with Khazars.

The function of the item is very interesting:
It can be considered as a handle of a gun
or caldding of specific wooden item, which
womehow is shown with pin insulator holes
made on them. However, ir is possible that
the items had more cult function than func-
tional purpose. This assumtion is reinforced
by the found analogues. The similar bone
ornaments from Saltovo-Mayaki culture are
mainly found in cemetries and are considered
as some relics. It is supposed that small-sized
storage boxes, on one end of which there was
a leather sole made through holes and with
the holes made on the other end it could be
hung on the rope. On these bone items the
wooden or metal remains are not confirmed.
Saltovo-Mayaki culture bone items are main-
ly found in cemeteries, with skeletons, near
chest and belt [3. Page 60-61]. It is difficult
to specify the function of pieces found in
Tamar’s Fortress, but to consider it as a han-
dle is less supposed, because we have two
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identical items, which are quite delicate and al for studying the history of Georgia in VIII-X
exquisite and subtle. centuries, because they indicate a certain re-
The bone ornamented artefacts found in lationship with the North Cuacasus, in partic-
Tamar’s Fortress is a very important materi- ular, with quite powerful Khazars Khanate.
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b bLogyMomgdms sdoy@ d3300Mm
ymgo. bmaooe 50530560 3FN©sd om-
35mabB0bgdl gomgdm god@mmadl o
obgomndl bg3L nMazmog dymago. o3-
0@m3d 0go bo3mgdo mogobygomn o
3169360300, dbmmme domdos ,,ma369-
35", dogmdo LEMMOE 553 35M5390L Maz0b
d16gd0L, boboosmb, hg9390Ls s dnmg-
300906, s Mo©aseb ymazgmo osdnsb-
ab bmbogga(y go Lbgowabbzeazomas bdo-
o mxobob 69360900 domb RHrbmdgb
9600 dobgob. dMog5m0 boRmomamm
30bgbol g93m 9b653gMm3g S©sdnsbo
Lobdo Ms8gb0dg bodabgdgmlb s6ymdb.

mame 3dmbso gb bsgdg dmazetg-
o Mds0bgmm? emdsbdo bmd Mod-
9603y (3me-43oM0 ghmo© (3bmzMHMoe,
dzomgdoz 3Mogmo@  3ysgom, Lobm-
™m0 30 ghmegMma oym. Labmeb 45364
&dbG0n, Log@dob mmanbo 9bmwgdmee.
Lodnbgdgma GobGo 3gmab asbbzmos
0ym dmbymdoea, bemenm Labmmal ag96-
980 Lobeal babs s 139bs 39mgdsd-
7 069300s. bLabmeb 3obabgmgemn gHmo
3bM0sb 3Jmbs. o3 dbomgl 396s aym
©ox391dbgdmmo s Lobmen obasb gfMmo
S0 350b(3 Ybos ymynmoym @sdme g-
dyeo. Ladobgdgem BobEL Lobmol gom-
omdob momddob babggemn 3dmbos s 3o-
390990, Moasb mysbal yggms 6g3cab
96050 ©obddnbgdmow nym dmbymdamao
(5339630 36mmostg hgomol goms).

OMdsDba Logobggdm, asbbsznmegd-

w0, 630bs bosbmg®abos. of (3me-43-
o a0b0sMgds o

sgbemmagdmes.  dgymemgms  sbgoo
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LoMgzemob

03b0 aym dmbymdoeoa. o dgbgmob Ly-
30mo 35d535(3L ¢bd a53mgdymsegzbgdn-
bo, bemm ©geszsn Jdmal bgdsl vbws
odymmmes. dzgmo  Joomggmobsmgol
bgb-hggnmagdoms ImEhAomgds o oS-
LEYgds LomEbmal bogymdzgmo gob-
meEsm. bbmMgo  s30b  aodmgmabgdss
Lobemol dobsoMmms gMmom ©adnbyds,
b mogobmogo ammobbdmdlb mygsbalb
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Loygommb. oz dggbgds oMmdonbgem-
oo 0d5-b3sb: dgge Jommadn o6 oym
05933000090 mo  353m:ndgodn MR
geob godms” s ,,490%0,” 536mdobgb:
boboogqgdmm 0ddbs Godms s gondsm-
oo 3PEmmdom. 3mmdol  boMdsmmgals
bgbo Lbgosobbgogzamo asbmesm. oym
Godms ymggmemoy®o, FoMabs o mb-
0bobo. oMol 3nMmmdae obg 36mbomgdals
&odmom d00Rbgmes Jgmgbo, mMIm 3o,
Bemoboogo. mbobobs gobm@son  JmMbo-
0, dgmds, basommds ©s Lbg. aMmdsbdn
P39mmgdmngn, obg Loboswogm 3uMmds
Bodmobmob ndommgdmes. Godms 3gM-
3bmdb sbemmb ,,b8d0ds(3m,” g.0. 3ods 3o (3-
momgol 30630360 saamdg nao.
h3960 dMogombom3mbmgsabo  ob@m-
0oL ao63s3mmdsdn JoMmggmos dbm-
Bmdbgoggmmdady oM 9o boggdm-
3oL oMmdabal dbgogbo bggegmgbs o
dm9bgbos. Dgdmd3gmgdal dbE oo dob
dbmmme Godomo dggotgds. Layy3bgg-
oL  30b3s3mmdedn  Jomggmmemgals
ambogMo, dgabgdymo q3gz0me ©s bo-
&ygo-3obyboor godmMhgmmoa ssdnsbal,
@ombgmemo s bobadgdm dommgbgdals bo-
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bmbodo oMdsnbgemn agm. oMdsbo gob-
mEs0 0l boggdmds, Lows JoMoggmo
3o3ob domomo moMmbgdol doMmgbgdow
sebEMEabs s Rsdmysmndgdol 3Gm(3gbo
30300bsMgmds. 530@md aym amdsbo
30350950bmgobo(s s amgbgdobmgobscs
Loymggmomam baigbmg®abo. (36mdamos,
Mmd dggm Jomggmomomgzol omdsnb-
mmds dbgdMngn damdstgmds gobm-
om. 3mgbo(z meg0@-5bboy@mms dbgagbo
bbgg9m0mo ymeod(3930bo @ 08 gd:-
mo  bodyge-3obyboo  godmamhgmes.
261, Bomoerbo o @vda BgbgdL Pmy-
d5-dmgzomgmdgdo  gobobbgeggdms o
oMo dobogosbo damdomgmds, Lyymogmo
Bymds. dzgmo JoMormo  gfMmgbymo
LobgmdBogmgdMomdals 3591939053
LodmgomMgdal Bgbsms dmMol gMorm-
35 5 3bbIMds bLyyygzs. ©d0@m3 abo-
bo 1bgdmagm obgbwbgb gMxmdsbgmdy
3900 b9ad3gbob.

Joommo  g3063306m3560 ©aMdsbo
»doobdo, mos (30b J39d Imbymdoem go-
bmamogomm 39 dgeddns gobmogbgdamo.
LobyMggmos, sbomasbBoMdsd dmabo-
mmb, 350(36mb ©s dgng356Mmb Babsdsmms
9L dgofgsbn dgd330Mgmds.

4.6, ll-l Loy 3mbgqdda,
byBmondmdmgstn go@@mz0nbo bodmma-
do ,,00m0 Boabo oMdndgd& ol dgbob-
98” Bges, MHm3 bogqdmdal mbos sbab-

Hmdsgemo

000 90@aqb goddmgmds, bofmagdmasbmds
@5 Lomodody. GmamE 3abybmdl sbgom
dmobmgbgdlb JoMormo emdaba? ab
»530b9dM0, byyOmomdmdmaMmmao, yom-
9bd© YhggMEm sMbsgmdal bysmmdom
dmng@ 3060bdzMmab ¢dmgdl, Lomasdsbom
a0dm&Mhgymo s bogybmme LobogMos.
©oMd3bal d0bsaMbo KobdMmmgmba o

mgamdgmbo 0y3bgb. Momegb 36@8qb-

Bogmoi 36 Mbos ngmb ®sbs3gpcMm3g
3656390 MBDBL bbb 396 M3mzal.
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m36 900l 60393 doama of 9dgdbgds
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dmMab 39880balb dagm 1946 Bgmlb a56bmem-

30gegdgee  dGjgmmmanghio ©D39M39d0b
ommb 65MImgdymo emonma

The diary kept by Boris Kuftin during archaeological
intelligence in 1946

330@9d03mbds dmmol 399978068 bogsmoggenmb 3@g0bEGmen-
@m0 bobol dgamgdob j3emg550 srog@mo dmbmamsgos s bsdmmdn
Fomdmzbo. 58x 9650, 35939469300 1946 69eml Job Joge 6oEdmgdaem
boggemy @mon@mb, mmdgendo 0qbo dgonbs o bshbymol dmboczo-

35m0$ 989890 3obbmm309cmgdaemo bodandsmgdos sbobayema. 39oz-
G0bol boggmg omonmo bonbGgmybms sme dbmenma oM ggmenmgo-

w @m0 dogemgdobs @ 9@8993598930L 6o6m3dmbgbol mzgsecnbs dmoboo,

smodn s obymocemos obs bodbgemggdo, Hmdmgdor; Gormemo dHmdn-
o0 o 39bgdMngn 30mmdgdosb g3odmdwmnbomy, mobsdwmgzn oym
dodwobsmy dndomdobs. 300dMmdom, dobsens LonbBgmgbms cmobo-

dgmmgzg d33emg59mmomz0l, 30600056 88 dygmgddy dm3mggdaemo

389955989600 dgbbogemol bsjoobn sdgsdssry o5& moemnns.
0065 339 msdz0emn

“mbmmsnb sMggmenmgnab” mgeogins dspemmdslb 9bool -6
0065 389m3dz0emb 3mmab 399%8060b £356569/930b dmbmwgdn-
borgob. dobo obmzboos o gumbsemol mapogionb gow-
36y3980mgdoc, dmmnb 39998060l dngm 1946 b9emb 356bmm-
(099390 St gmenmgonmo s 939M3930b wMmmb 65£dmgdaema
@090 08940985 dob mMHnbngsbammom 96589, Mgwsg§nmgdal
39M9d9. Mgsg(305 borbmzgl d9(3609693b dmgz56mmb bsgsmo-
39cmmb 356emdmbaen d330mg35Mms Fo6569M9380, Msms dznmb-
39eb bsdnsmgds dngigb 3959:36mb sMggmenmzgdalb 4dmsemm
6558my30.

bonbBgmgbms, mmamm d9dosmdwb96 abnbon - m935609cm 833-
93305 6065dmM60?7 “mbemsnb 3sMggmenmzgnalb”  sbsemn
FA98M035 “monmgdn” dmmob 39%8060b F356569M9300 nbbbgds.
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Academician Boris Kuftindedicated several monographs and works to the stuay of prehis-
toric monuments of Georgra. This time, we publish a field diary kept by him in 1946, where
the works conducted in Abkhazia and Sachkhere municipalities are described. Kuftin’s field
diary Is interesting not only in terms of displaying archaeological sites and artefacts, but it
also describes the djfficulties that due to hard labor and natural conditions, accompanied
the ongoing work. We think that the material is interesting for researchers, because the
/ssue about stuaying the artefacts found on this site is still relevant.

Tina Abulashvili

“Online Archaeology” editorial would like to thank Ms. Tina Abulashvili for providing
Boris Kuftin’s records. On her request and by the decision of the editorial board, the di-
ary kept by Boris Kuftin, during the archaeological exploration, in 1946 will be printed in
his original language, without editing. The editorial asks scientists to submit records of
respected researchers, to enable the reader to become familiar with immediate thoughts
of archaeologists.

It is interesting how they worked — predecessors of today’s researchers. The new rubric
of “Online Archaeology” — “Diaries” will be opened by Kuftin’s records.

b. Ky¢pTun 227
JHEBHUK APXEOJIOTUYECKOM pa3segku 1946 ropa

20 aBrycra. MapuipyTHas apXxeoja0ruyecKkas 3KCIe AL B COCTaBe MEHsI U COTPYIHUKOB IpU-
ob1a B Cauxepe. Hameit nepBoii 3anaueii 6b110 gocnenoats Llapuuc-Topa. Ilpuctynun
K caMOU TpyIHOMW Bcerna 3ajaue - opranusanuii padoueit cuibl. Cexperapb Paiikoma u

[Tpeaucnonkoma obemmanu coaeicTaue.

21 asrycra. Cauxepe. [lpuctynuimu c 3-Ms 4YenoBeKaMu
paboumx K pacIuIaHUPOBAHUIO TUIOINAAM U KBAJPaTOB HA
MOBEPXHOCTHU XOJIMA.

22 asrycrta. PaGoume Hauanu npuObiBath. [lpuctynumm
cbEMKe kBasiparoB 5 E. Haceinb ¢ MenkuMu ¢pparMeHTamMmu
KE€PaMUKU HECOMHEHHO JJPEBHETO THUIIA.

23 aBrycra. Cauxepe. [Iponomxanu custue Hacwinu. K Beuepy
MOAXO/AMJIH K JJHY UCKYCCTBEHHOM HachImi. OOHApYKUITUCH
I'yCTbI€ CKOIJICHUS CWJIBHO Pa30UTON KepaMUKH.

24 arycra. Cauxepe. Pabora Benack Ha coceHeM kBajpare S /1.
KBanpar SE npenapuposancs. Okazanochk norpedeHue, Ho
KOCTSIK MOJIHOCTBIO McTied. Tosbko Menkue (hparMeHTh
KOCTEH 4esloBeKa YKa3blBaJu Ha ero npucyrcrsue. llpu
NOrpe0CHNN OKa3ajicsd KUHXKajd JPEBHEro THIA, TOHKO

OTKOBaHHBIN, U TPU COCY/la MOJHOCTHIO Pa3/laBICHHbIX.
JlBa yxoaunu noja ciueayrouun kBaapar. B ceBepHoM yrimy
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KBaJpBTa OKa3ajach pa3pylieHHas OyiaBKa ¢ OKpYIIEHHOM rOJIOBKOM.

25 amrycra. Cauxepe. PackpeiBanu kBampar 5/ u 4J1. B mociaennem OTKphUICS, TIO - BU-
JMIMOMY, OOJIBILION COCYJ] C PyYKaMHu.

26 asrycra. Cauxepe. IIpenapupoBanu cocyn B kBaapare 4. OTOT cocyn OTMEUYEH 3TH-
ketkoit K4. Cocynbt K3 u K1 na rpanune kBanparos SE u 5/] He ynaércs pa3nenuTh mos-
HOCTBIO JIPYT OT APYTa, YTO BBHI3BIBAET HEOOXOJMMOCTH MPH MOJICBON HyMEpaIlH BIIPEIh

0 KaMepaJIBHOfI O6pa6OTKI/I BO3CPKUBATLCA OT MX BHECCHUA IO OHpeI[eJ'IéHHBIMI/I
HOMEpaMu OTACIBbHO.

3meab 39x80bab dogM bods@mmggmmb §gMmo@mmnstdy gsmbmama dgamagdo

27 aBrycra. Cauxepe. CHUManu BEpXHUU CJIOW BOCTOYHOTO Kpas xonma. [lom BepxHHM
CJI0OEM KaMHHU C TOYBEHHBIM CKperuieHueM. HaiiieHsl 1o BUAMMOMY IPH HMCTIEBIINUX
norpebeHussx MeAHble OylaBKH: OJlHA C 3aBUTOM TOJIOBKOW, a JApyras ¢ MOJOTOYHO-
IITYJIEYHON ToNoBKOM. TakuM 0Opa3zoM 00a XapaKTEpHBIX TUIA OYJIaBOK YK€ OKa3bIBa-
torcda B morwibHuke [apruc-T'opa. JI.H. komannuposan B Koperu ans opranusanuu pa-
Ooueit crTbl U 6a3bI SKCTICIUIINH, YTOOBI MPUCTYITUTH K PACKOTIKE KypraHa TaM.

28 aBrycra. Cauxepe. [IpenapupoBanue kBajgpara 5" u 61, a Taxxe Besach ChbEMKa HACHITTU B
kBagpatax 41" u 4/1. B 5" oOHapyHUIIUCH PsIOM JIBE TOBOJIBHO XOPOILO /CPABHUTEIBHO/
COXpaHUBIIHUECS KOCTH - TUIeUeBasi U OeIpOHHas YelloBeKa U psAIoM B KB. 61" pparMeHThI
6onpmioro «6anounoro» cocyna K5. B kBangpare 4]1 ornpenapupoBaHa Kyda 4eperkoB /
cocyn K4/, Bunumo umeronuii oTHomeHue kK norpedenuto ¢ OynaBoii b2, koner koropoii
YXOIHUT B KBazpaT 41, riae Takke rycroe CKOIUIEHUE YEPENKOB COCY/la C 3aKpyNIEHHBIMU
rpsaaMu 1Ha. Halinena npamgypa u3 pakoBHH.
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29 aBrycra. Cauxepe. CerofHs oTnpenapupoBaHo HorpedbeHue ¢ 6osee WM MEHee 3aMeT-
HO COXPaHUBIIMMHUCS 4acTAMHU depena. Takum oOpas3oM, ynaércs NOATBEPIAUTh OPUEH-
THUPOBKY MOTpeOeHuUs TOJI0BOM Ha .... [log yepenom BIOJb MI€Yh HAXOAMIACH OOJbIIAs
OynaBKa C OKpYIJIEHHOH IOJIOBKOHM, KOTOpast TaKUM 00pa3oM Moryia ObITh UCIOJIb30BaHa
JUTS 3aCTErMBaHMs KOHIIOB IUIAIIA Ha [uiedax /KB. 6E/.

Kopetu. E3nun Bepxom B KopeTtn 11 ocMoTpa Hauatoit TaM paboTel. 3auepTui, nudpoBal
OTMETKH IJ1aHa HachInK. Ha3aa npuiuioch BEpHYTHCS MEIIKOM.

30 aBrycra. Cauxepe. BbIACHWIIOCH, YTO TIOTPEOCHUE C YEPENOM MPEABIIYIIEero THS pac-
MOJIOKEHO B TMOJYKPYIJION BBIEMKE B MEJIOBOM I'PYHTE M HAllOMHHAET TeM IorpedeHue
1945 roga. Ho BbiemMKa, 3anuMaBIuas kB. 6/ u 6E, HamonoBuny paspyiueHa. B rokHOM
YIIIy Ha CHEIHAJIbHO MOJOKECHHBIX KAMHSAX 0Ka3aIach yKe oHa OynaBa HermomoOHas mpe-
JBIAYIIEH U pAOM ¢ Hel (parMeHTHl OpHAMEHTHPOBAHHOTO JIOMIEHHOTO OOPO314aTOro
OpHAMEHTA, SIBHO NMPHUOIMKAIOIIErocsl K 3HEoIUTUYeCKuM obpazuam. IlonrBepxkaaercs
TaKUM 00pa3oM MPEJOI0KEHHE O CHHXPOHU3ME 3TUX KYJIBTYD.

31 aBrycra. Cauxepe. IIpenapupoBanu norpebenue ¢ OynaaBKod 6. Ynanaoch yCTaHOBHTH
10 CJeJ]aM FOXHBIX KOCTEH, YTO CKOPYEHHO JIeXKalluii Ha paBoM OOKY MOKOHHMK ObLI
OpHEeHTHPOBaH mpsiMo. [lonroToBeHne K mpenapupoBaHUio KBaapara 8B.

1 cents16ps. Cauxepe. B kB. 8B ynanoch BHOBb YCTaHOBUTh OPHEHTUPOBKY M XapakKTep IMOr-
peOeHusl, Tak Kak 3aMeUeHbl YepEeIKH, KOCTH, 3yObl U JIOBOJBHO SIBHO COXPaHMBIIUECS

COCIIEB OTKOJIOK BHCOYHOM KOCTH. HO MOKOMHMK OKa3aJics JIKAIINM TOJI0BOM Ha 3arraj
Ha mpaBoM OOKY C MOJOTHYTHIMU HOraMu. Brionb TynoBuiia Obuia mosnokeHa Oonbliast
MezaHast OynaBKa ¢ MOJIOTOYHOMN TOJIOBKOM, MPUXOAMBIIEH K cCAMOMY IOYTH Yepery B JIU-
LIEBOM €ro CTOpOoHE. 3a cTMHOMU yepena cocyabl ¢ pyukoit K11 /mB.22/. [Torpe6&n Buanmo
MOAPOCTOK. 3yObl KapHO3HBIE.

2 centsa0ps. Koperu. Cerogus nepeexanu B Kopetu BBUAY TOro, YTO TaM HACUIb Ha 3Ha-
YUTEIBHOU OBEPXHOCTHU YK€ CHATA U MOXKHO IPUCTYIUTH K IIpenapupoBKe. B Hacwu
HaliJIeH KAMMEHHBI MOJIOTOK - TOMOP U3 KAMHS KPUCTAIITNYECKOM MOPO/IbI C MPOCBEPIIEH-
HbIM oTBepctueM. s ['py3un 3To oueHb peakas HaXxoKa U nepsas, BUIUMO, TOYHO J0-
KyMCHTHPOBAHHAA IJIA 3aKaBKaSB$I, 1€ KaMCHHBIC CBCpJ’IéHHBIe opyaus mMalio O6BI‘IHBI.
Ocmotpenu, 0OMepHn 3a4UIIEHHYI0 TTOBEPXHOCTh CHAPYKU U BHYTPU KaMEHHOW KJaf-
KM, KOTOpasi o0pa3yeT MoJIyKOJIbIo U He coequHsieTcs: B Kpyr. Ckopee BCero 3To KOJblIo
pa3pyLieHo.

3 cenTs10ps. Kopetu. OnpenapupoBaHo 1nosypa3pyiieHHoe MorpedeHne ¢ MeIHbIM KHHKaJIOM
TOHKOOTKOBaHHOTO THMA. OT KOCTEH COXPAHWINCH (PPAarMEHTHI: TOJIOBKAa OEPIIOBOM KOCTH
n 613 He€ (pparMeHT BepXHEH YeNmoCTH. Eciau mpu3HaTth 3TO OTHOCHTENBHOE pac-
MOJIO)KEHUE OCTAaTKOB COOTBETCTBYIOIIUX MPUOIU3UTEIBHO OPUEHTUPOBKE MOrpedeHust
KHHKaJl OKaKEeTCsl MOJIOKEHHBIM 3a TOJIOBY.

4 cents0ps. Koperu. IIpenmapupoBka mpogokanach B HEHTPAIBHOW 9acTH KypraHa. 37ech
0Ka3aJ0Ch CKOIUIEHHWE CHJIBHO UCTJEBIIMX KOCTEH, SBHO HAXOIWBLIMXCS B Oecriopsiake
U Cpeau HHUX, O-BUIUMOMY, OBLIO MOJIOKEHO CUJIBHO HCTIIEBIIEE NMorpedeHne, OpueH-
THUPOBKY KOTOPOTO Ha ITPABOM OOKY C CHITBHO MTOJIOTHY THIMU HOTaMH U TOJIOBOH. 32 TOJIOBOI
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COCYIl C pyYKaMH, SIBHO YHEOJIMTUYECKOTO THIA. PsmoM ¢
HUMU OellpeHas U Jpyrue KOCTU JIPYyroro morpeOeHus.
B kocTsIX 3THX OKa3ajioch MajJeHbKOE 30JI0TOE KOJIEUKO /
pasMepoM Kojiedka OT 4YacoBOHM Iemoukw/. Hamportus,
IpU CKOPYEHHOM MOTpeOCHUN HUKAKUX Bellel He ObLIO.
He ono nu paspymmino m.0. pa3rpadumno 6omnee apeBHEE
OCHOBHOE Tiorpe0eHue. B TakoM cirydae UMEHHO K HEMY
OyneT oTHOCUThCS Haxopsmieecs B 1,45 cM. oT cocyna
MeHas OyJlaBKa C OKPYIJION TOJIOBKOW 0oJiee apXangyHOTOo
THUTIA, YEM CauXepcKasl.

Packomnka u mpenapupoBKa OCTaJIbHOM Iomaan ooHa-
py’Xujia JHib OyJIaBKU ¢ BUIOOOPa3HOM TOJIOBKOHM | TIp.
Kepamuka, kK coxxajeHHIO, BCS OKa3asach s IUIAYEBHOM

COCTOSIHUM ¥ TPYIHO HAJIeAThCS Ha BO3MOKHOCTh BOCCTAHOBIIEHHUSI XOTSI OBl OJIHOTO cocyaa
MOJIHOCTBIO.

5 centsa0ps. Cauxepe. Ceronns Bo3o0OHOBUIM padotsl Ha Lapuuc-Topa. [Ipu ocmotpe mo-
m BEPXHOCTH B KYCTOBBIX 3apOCIsSX OOHapYXMJI 3aMedarelIbHbI YepPEeroK C BBIMYKIIBIM
CHUPAJILHBIM OPHAMEHTOM IOPAa3UTEIbHO HYXKHBIM MHE JIJIsl OATBEPKIACHUS MOeH na-
TUPOBKU. Ha Takyio HaxoAKy s Jake HE pacCUMTHIBAJ, HACTOJIBKO OHA MOPA3UTENbHA.
VYnanoch Ha MeCTe HaXOAKHU MOA0OpaTh ellé HECKOIbKO YEPEMKOB OT ATOTO K€ COCy/a.
Jpyras 3ameuatenibHasi HaAX0JIKa BHYTPH KAMEHHOUM HACBINTK HA TTyOWHE 75CM. - KaMEH-
Has cTperna npekpacHoi padotsl. K cokaneHnunio, 00e HaXOAKH He CBA3aHbI HEITOCPEICT-

BEHHO K norpebenusim. [IpogomkaeM CHATHE HACHIIH 110 CEBEPHOMY CKIIOHY XOJIMa.

6 cents0ps. CerogHs MpoBeNM HWIIEPUPOBKY XOJIMa OT MOWMH KBHpHIM 10 €ro Bepiu-
Hbl. CHATHE HACUIH JJAJI0 eIé ABe 3aMeyareIbHbIe HAXOKU: MEIHBIN MPEKPACHO JTUTHII
torop /Han. OtB. 30/, HaXoAMBIIMICSA B KAMHSIX HAChIU Ha ITyOuHe 45¢M. /3adoTorpa-
¢buposai/, 6e3 BCIKUX CIIEAOB IMOTpeOSHIsI, 1 HAKOHEUHUK KOIIbSI U3 PO30BOTO KpEeMHS,
TIIATEIbHO 00pabOTaHHbIM Ha JIEBOW CT. OJM3 BEPTUKAIBHO CTOSALIETO KaMHs OTIIpera-
PUPOBaHBI KyYd YEPEIKOB, pa3IaBICHHBIX COCYIOB U (parMeHThl 3epHOTEPOK Ne2, Ne3,
Nod, /mon. OtB. NeNe32,33,34/.

7 cents0ps. Cauxepe. pabora nmo cHsATHIO Hacklnu Ha Llapuuc-T'opa npogomkanace u noj-
TOTOBJISIMCH KBasipaThl Sb u 6A 115 mpenapupoBKH.

8 cenrsaops. Cauxepe. OtmpenapupoBan kBaapatr 6A. Haiinmeno morpeOcHHE, OpPHEHTH-
pOBaHMeE, Cyis [0 OCTAaTKaM YePEHbIX KOCTEH U PYK /TIIe4eBOM U IOKTEBOI/, TOJIOBBI Ha
IOT TUL. M.0. Ha 3amaj], €clii CYIUTh [0 OPUEHTUPOBKE, HUYKHEH YEIIOCTH, MOJIOKEHNE Ha
npaBblil 0ok. [Tox yenmocTrio Gornbinas OyinaBka ¢ 00CHINAHOBOM TOJIOBKOM.

B kBampare 5b B rpyHTOBOM YIyOleHWH Ha CTYNEHBYATO OOPBIBHCTOM CKJIOHE OTIIpe-
TIapUPOBAHO pa3pyIIeHHOE MOrpedeHue /OepsiH. KOCTh 1 KOJIEH C KOJICHHBIM COYJICHCHH-
em/. 31ech HallICHO /IBa CHJIBHO Pa3IaBICHHBIX COCY/Ia C IBYMS pyYKaMH, OfHA rpy0oid
JIETKU.

B pocceimu kamus Ha myOune 80 CM. K FOTY OTCHOZIA - YEPETKH XOPOIIeH YepPHOIOMEHHON
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OypoBaroii rmuHsl. [IpennonoxeHa npenapupoBKa CTyIeHUaTOro OTKOCA.

9 centsa0ps. Cauxepe. B kBaapare 7K HalijieHa XOpOIIO COXpaHUBIIAsICs OyJIaBKa ¢ MOJIOTOY.
TOJIOBKOM M OTCIO/Ia HAa CEBEP OTHPENAPUPOBAHO Pa3pyILICHHOE MOTPeOCHUE ¢ 3epPHOTED.
kaMmeHb Ne7 /mon. No43/.

10 centsa0ps. Cauxepe. npenapupoBaInuch KBaApaTel SA 1 5b Ha rpaHHIle KOTOPHIX HAXOAUM
norpedenHre ¢ OONBIIUM COCYIOM C IBYMS XapaKTePHBIMH YHEOJIUTUYECKOTO XapaKTepa
pyuykaMu, morpedeHre rojJoBoi Ha 3amaj, Cyas o 6epeHoil KOCTH, BO3MOXKHO, Ha JIEBOM
OOKYy.

20 cents6ps. Cyxymu. OpraHu3alMOHHBINA JeHb. XJIOMOTHI O XJICOHOM TMaiike padovmX.

21 cents6ps. Paboranu B Cyxymckom Mysee. K coxxanenuto, kak Bcerna, GOHIbI HEJaTU-
POBaHBI /CIIOKEHBI B SIIUKH HA Yepjake, He pacnakoBaHo/. OOEMIaroT MOATrOTOBUTE HE
paHblIIE YeM Yepe3 HeJEIo.

Takum oOpa3zoM MHE HE yIa&Tcsi MOCMOTPETh U KOE-YTO YTOUHHUTD 110 CBOUM JIIEPCKOMY U
oyaMuMpCcKoMy Matepuaiam, rneperaiHeiM crona JI.H. ConoBbEBy noueMy-To sIBHO HE XOUETCS
YTOOBI ST MOT TOPA0OTATh C ITUM MATEPHATIOM, TAK)KE HE HPABUTCS EMY MOE JKeJIaHHe TIPOBECTH
pasBenbiBaTesibHOE oOcnenoBanue Ha KpacHom Masike, XOTsl TaM, Kak MHE M3BECTHO CTOSHKa
paspymaercsi, a sl €€ UCCIICIOBAHMS HUKAKUX MEp HEe TPHHUMACTCS.

22 cents6ps. Beé emé B Cyxymu.

23 centsa0ps. Cyxymu. Be€ nemaem kpaitHe memiieHHO B TpyaHO. K ToMy ke MOpTHUTCS 1M0-
roga. Cerogust JOKIJIUBBIA JEHb.

24 cents0ps. Hakonen ceromHs B 3 Yaca, BbleXaldu Ha XalaTypHOH mamuHe Ha KpacHblit
Mask. Beicagunuch 1oxkHee ycThs ['yMHCTa y TOro Mecta Mopckoro Oepera, riue Gepe-
TOBOM Baj kKoH4aeTcs. Hauanm ocMoTp 0 camoro kpasi 6eperoBoro Bajia, JBUTAsICh Ha
tor. [IpocTpaHCTBO HAKIIOHHOE BHYTPh Oepera oT 6eperoBoro Bajia U3pHITO TPAHIIESMHU.
B paspesax, y Hanbosiee CeBEpHBIX CTOPOH KUPIUIHO OKPAIICHHBIA CIOW ¢ aHTUYHOTO
BpEMEHHU KepaMUKOW, Yepenuiieid u am¢opamu MoJ1 JepHOBBIM ciioeM. B oOpbiBe Oepe-
TOBOTO BaJia MPOCIOWKH aHTUYHOW KEPaMHKHU XOPOIIO BUIHA MO CJIOE€M HACBHIITHON U

TpaHIIEHHOM 3eMJIN /CBEXKE cepast Cynech/ B
CJIo€ CBETIIO OypoBaToOl CynecH.

B cnoe penkoii ranbku HAmIEN « TOUHITKY»
W3 pacUIEIVIEHHOW MPOJI0JTr0BaToOM, T. ce-
poii ranpku. CeTyaTroil KEpaMUKHU B CIIOE€ HE
yaanoce Haitu. Caenan ase ¢ororpaduu
oOphIBa Oepera ¢ aHTHYHBIM CIIOEM HaBEPXY
/MOHBITITKO aM(OPHI ¢ YIUTOMIEHHBIM KOHIIOM/
U CJI0eM ranbku BHU3Y. BTopast ¢pororpadus
IOKHEE C PYUYKOM KyBIIIMHA/ B 3TOM MecTe 26
CeHT. ObliIa 3aJ0kKeHa Tromaaka Ned/,

Tonbko B 200 marax B 1ory oTrcroia B
pa3MbIBax OEpEeroBoro Bajaa OTMEYAETCs CET-
yaras KepamuKa, BBICTYIAIOIIAs YeperKaMu

231
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Ha npoTspkeHHH 50 m1aros, Ti€ HAYMHAETCA OTTOPAaXKUBAIOLIMM CajJl Oropoia U3 KyCTapHHKA,
MIPOXOJsIIIast 10 CaMOMY Kpato Bajia. 3aTeM CHOBA HAUMHAETCS Iy CThIPb, TOKPBITHIHN TPaHILIESIMHU.
B yriny6nenuu, e cTosi IpoXeKTop, B pactostuuu 60 maros ot 6epera, Ha iyOune 1/2 merpa
MoJi cepo-OypbIM CBETIBIM MECKOM OOHApY:KUBAaeTCs >KENTHIA CIION C ceTyaToi KepaMUKOM,
CpeaH KOTOPOH B OTpE3e MHOIO Hai/IeH YepEroK C HKeI009aTo pe3HbIM OPHAMEHTHPOBAHHBIM
TPEYTOJILHUKOM W TPY3HWJIO M3 TallbKH. B BBIKMIaX MOMHAT (pparMEeHTUPOBAHHBIN KaMEHHBIN
MOJIOTOK /371eCh, 26 ceHT. pa3pe3 No3/.

B npyrux TpaHumesx BCIoAy 3aMETHO NMPUCYTCTBUE CIIOS C ceTyaToil kepamukoid. OT camoro
CEBEPHOI0 IIYHKTA, IJIE OTMEUEH YEPEIOK CETUATON KEPaMUKH, 1O MECTA TPOIIMHKH, BEAYIIEH OT
Oepera Mopsi K IPOKEKTOPY, Bcero okoio 300 maros. OTcrona HAYMHAETCS OATh OTOPOKEHHBII
CaJl ¥ 3aTe€M CJEAYET IMyCThIPb, IPOCTUPAIONIUI 10 10Ma TachKo.

B GeperoBom Bady HaxXOIUTCs ceTdaras KepamHKa, MepeMeKarolascs ¢ KepamMHuKou 0o-
po3nuaroii. B cpenneit yacTu mycThIpsi 3aMETHO MECTO, I71€ BBIXO/IbI CETYATOM KepaMUKH OIH3KO
MOJIXOJIAT K OOpO314aroii /3mnech pazpes Ne2/.

B Heckonbkux Mectax Oepera MpOUCXOAUT BBIBO3 MECKAa HA TPy30BHKAaX M pa3pyllieHHE
CTOSIHKU B OeperoBoM Baily. Moe onaceHue noaTBepAusiock. Eciau Obl B 3TOM rojly He yAanoch
c/ienarh HaOIONEHUS, JTyYIlIie MECTa CTOSTHKH yKe ObIITH OBl pa3pyIICHEI.

25 cenrsOps. OnsATh ynanoch BbleXaTh TONbKO B 3 yaca. Ceiivac xe npuctynuia /Ons be-
nykanse/ Kk mpenapupoBke oObekTa Nel, okono ycaasOwl [lackko. S ormpaBuiics s
M3YYCHHUS KYJIBTYPHOTO CJIOsl B 00pe3e Oepera K rory ot ycaar0bl. Kapsep paspymiaercs
NoObIueH TIecKa IeHb U HOYb BBIBO3UMOTO Ha MAaMSITHUKE.

[TpocnexxuBaeTcsi KyabTYPHBIM CIIOM SIPKO BBIPAKEHHBIN JKENTHIM OTTEHKOM Y OOBEKTa
Nel u menee B ganu oT Hero. B morpanuyHO# yacT HaBEpPXy OT KYJIBTYPHOTO CJIOSI OCKOJIOK
60po31uaToil KepaMHUKH U (hparMeHT Yalleuku U3 He0OOXOKEHHOM MoUTH cBeTION ruHbl. Cioi
COOTBETCTBYIOIIUN KYJIETYPHOMY, ITOYTH ITyCTOM, HO HalJICH MaJICHbKUN (PparMeHT CepoBaTOi
kepaMuku. Jlanee, B cepeiiHe MyCTHIPSI OTMEYEHO MECTO, T/ie O0po314aTas KepaMuKa B pa3pese
Bajia OJIM3KO HAXOAUTCS C CETYATON KepaMHKOM.

Cdororpaduposan onpenapupoBaHHYIO TUIOMIAAKY W3 TaldbKH, B MEPEMEXKKY C CETUaTOu
kermamukoid. Cpeau roJsiield HaX0AUI0Ch OHO TPY3UIIO U3 rajdbku. [IpocTpaHCcTBO, MOKPHITOE
TaJIbKOM U KEePaMHKON MPEACTaBISIIO MOIYKPYT, MO-BUAMMOMY JApyTras €ro mnoJoBHHa Oblia
paspyliieHa 6eperom.

26 cenrsnOps. Kpacusiit Masik. IlepenoueBanu y Ilackko. YTpoMm NpHIUIOCH CHOBa Ha-
YHHATh XJIONOTHI 0 padouux. Omo ¢ ogHUM pabounM octaBui Ha oOobekTe Nel. Cam c
IpyNoN OCTaNbHBIX OTHPAaBUIICS K 00bekTy Ne2, rje OuMCTHIN JIBE TUIOLIAIKK CO CKOII-
JICHWEM TaJIbKU M3 CEeTYAaTOH KepaMHMKH U PSIOM JAPYTYI0 C OOpO3a4aToil KepaMUKOH.
[TonrotoBuB paboTy Wist OKOHYATEIHHON | MIpenmanupoBKy, MEPELUTH AabIIIe Ha TUIOIaI-
Ky (T/1€ IPOXKEKTOP). 37eCh KyJIbTYpHBIH ciioit B MeTpax 50 ot Mmopsi. Ci10ii HAaCHIIIECH CeT-
94aTol KepaMHUKOM C MPUMECHIO IIAJAKOM MM cJerKa MpoaosibHON xenobuaToit. Haiinen
IJIMHSIHBIN BaJMK C ABYMs OTPE3KaMU HEM3BECTHOIO H a3 HAYCHUSI.

Jlanee oTnpaBUIIMCh Ha Kpail CEBEPHOTO yYacTKa C XOPOILO B bl PaKEHHBIM aHTUYHBIM CJIO-
eM. 371eCh TaKKe 3aJI0KIIIN TUIOIIAAKY Y 00pbIBa OEperoBoro Baja, KOTOPBIN 31€Ch, B OTIINYHE
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oT 6oJee I0KHBIX YaCTeH, COCTOUT U3 CyNEeCUYaHHBIX IIOTHBIX OTIIOKEHUH, BUIUMO CBSI3aHHBIX
C BBIHOCAMH PeKH | yMHUCTBI. AHTHYHAs KepaMHKa HaXOIWJIACh Ha TIIyOHMHE OKOJIO TOTyMETpA.
Cdotorpadupoan cOOpHBIE YESPETHUIIBI K KEPAMUKY.

Onsa benykanze nepenuia mpenapupoBatb 00beKT Ne2 u oOHapy»Kuiia CiI0i rajJeyHuka, 1no-
noOHBIN Kak Ha 00bekTe Nel.

27 centsi0ps. Kpacubiit Masik. HeoxxuanHO OnsTh AOKUIMBBIN JIeHb, HOYb U YTPO. B mpo-
MEeXYTKEe MEXIYy NOKIEM pa3Oupaiy Iuomanky Ha oosekre Nel, mpenmapupoBan mio-
maaky Ha oobekte No2. 51 ¢ pabounmu OTHpaBUIICS B0 Oepera CAEIaTh Psijl IMOAIHCTOK
Ha IOCJIEIHEM IIYCTBIPE, T/I€ B CEPEIMHE YIAI0Ch HAMTU OAMH YEPENOK CEeTYaTON Kepa-
Muku. OHaKo, TOJYMUCTKA HE Jjaia CeTYaTol KepaMUKH, HO ObUIO OOHApy>KEHO BHU3Y, HA
YpOBHE IUIS’Ka CKOIJIEHHME MOPCKHUX BaJIyHOB OKoJo 1,2 MeTpa B IMpUHY U BbIcOTy. [lof
HUM B CJIO€ Haii/ieHb! 4 pparMeHTa 4Yepenuiibl U KyCoK mudoca ¢ KOCBIMHU I'peObeHYaThIMU
BbIpe3aMH. Y OCHOBaHUS KaMHEW HaWJeH (parMeHT rpeuecKkor Tapelouyku U pparMeHT
YEepHOIAKOBOM KepaMuKu. DTUM padoty Ha KpacHom Masike mpuIuiocs 3aKOHUYUTh, TaK
KaK JJ0cTaTh pab0oYMX 0Ka3ajJ0Ch HEBO3MOKHBIM.

28 cents0ps Beiexanu u3 Cyxymu B Llebenbay, rie npuuuioch IpOCUAETh MO AHS B OXKHU-
naauu jomraneil. Tonpko K Beuepy poOpanuchk B A3anTy. OCTaHOBWIINCH y TIPEAKOIX03a
UukunaBa Asekces U cpasy e /10 MOJIHONW TEMHOTBI OTIPABUIINCh OCMOTPETD 10JIbMEHBI.
ITpoBoxan nac MBan. B cymepkax moceTuin Tpu MecTa: 10iabMeH Nel, KaMHHU B KyCTax 233

1 OOJNBIIYI0O KAMEHHYIO TUTUTY, SIKOOBI IOKPBIBAaBIIYI0O MOTWIY. BepHyIHCh B TEMHOTE.
JIOroBOPHIIUCH C MPEIKOIX030M O IPEA0CTaBIEHNH HaM pabouux Ha 3aBTpa. [IpoBogHKK
pacckasaji O HalJIeHHBIX UM Ha CBOEM KYyKypy3HOM IOJIEM IIIMHSHBIX KYBIIWHAX U JKe-
JI€3HBIX KOIbSX.

29 centa0ps. A3aHTa. YTPOM OUHMINAIM OT JIECHBIX 3apociieil u ¢ oTorpadupoBaiu 10ib-
MeH Nel. OTTyna HanpaBUIIKCh K TTOypa3pylIEHHOMY J0JIbMEHY B CTOPOHY IIKOJBI. [1e-
penHel MThl ¢ 0TBepcTHEM coBceM HeT. Ilomepeunas mmuta /6onpion e€ ¢pparMent/
IIpOBajIWIach BHYTPh JoiabMeHa. CteHsl nonpMeHa HanonoBuny Bpocnu B 3emitto. Tonma
3a MOKPOBOM CTeHbI gocturaia 40 cMm. YinajneHue IIuThl NPEICTaBISAIO0 KOJIOCATbHbIE
TPYIHOCTH.

OtnpaBuiics noka Ha ycaas0y l'eoprus Acdanacuagu. Oxoino A0porn oOHapyKWiI ocTaT-
KM CTEHBbI, CIIOKEHHOM u3 kamHsl. [1o ciioBaM MeCTHBIX JKuTelslel 3/1ech paHblie ObLIO TPU Ta-
KHX CTEHBI, OKPY)KaBIINX MPOCTPAHCTBO OKOJO 4 KB. METpOB /Mormina?/ M.0. Typerkuii Haj-
MOTHJIbHBIN KyIIOET.

B 2-x Bepcrax ot mepBoro moibMeHa U 1/2 Bepcre ot mkonel cen. Cymu. Jlamee ¢ mpo-
BomHukoM Panuann Xapnamnuem /u3 cen. Cynau/ mpomnuiy K JoidbMeHy Ha ydactke Kupuaka
Aradonrenuaau. JlonbMeH NOIyNOrpy>KEHHbIH B 3eMITIO Cpeid TabayHbIX MOJIEH 3apoc KycTap-
HUKOM U rpyiieid. BepxHsis muiMta cioMaHHasi 1OMoJIaM /COXpaHWIIach 3arajHasi T0JI0BUHA/,
IIPOBAJIMIIACh OUYEHb KPYTO BHYTPh J0JbMEHA. BocTOuHas MOJOBHHA J10JbMEHA COBEPLIECHHO
OTKpbITa cBepXy. CHapy»K1 BOCTOUHON CTOPOHBI Kyda KaMHEH, BO3MOXKHO KOT/JJa-TO BBIOPOILIEH-
HBIX U3 JA0JbMeHa. /IHO MoiIbMeHa 10 YPOBHS CPETHETO OTBEPCTHS /B CEBEPHOM CTEHE/ 3amod-
HEHO 3eMJIEN U KaMHsMU. [IpucTynui K pacducTKe 3TOro 10JIbMEHa.
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Ha 200 meTpoB k BOCTOKY OTcrofa emié 1oibMeH B ycanasoe [lemypusina 'aperuna. Coxpa-
HUJIAch 3amajHasi MOJOBHHA TIOKPOBHOTO KaMHS, KOTOpas HAKIOHWIACh Ha BOCTOK JI0JIbMEHA.
[Tepenusis TuIMTa C OTBEPCTHEM JIeKalla OTACITHLHO TOPHU30HTAIBHO.

B 150 mMeTpax k ceBepy 1o TpanuHKe BBEpX K ycaapoe Ounuaannm sHaxoaut kpyr 1 = 2.4 m.
13 BOCHBMU MTOCTABJICHHBIX HAa PeOPO OOJIBITMX KaMHEH CO BXOJIOM C KOXKHOW CTOpOHBI. Packor-
KM KaMHEH 10 JTHa, He OOHAPYKUIIU HA OJTHOTO YePEeIKa MOCYIbI.

Kutens cen. AGyxapu Camyun KepceneH cooOmIm, 4To y HUX OH IaBHO pacKarail MOTHIIBI,
MTOKPBITHIC KAMHEM M COZICpIKalllie KaMEHHBIE SIITUKH, B KOTOPBIX OBLIN 3yObl /IOMIaUHHBIC/ .

Bepnynuch k nonsmeny Ne2, yOeauscs B HEBO3MOXKHOCTH Pa3pyIIUTh M M3BJICYb MPOBa-
JTUBIIYIOCS TUIUTY MPOCTO MOJIOTKOM 0€3 TEXHHYECKUX MPUEMOB KaMEHBIUKA, KOTOPOTO HE
HUMeNoch B A3aHTe U MPUILIOCH 3a00TUTHCA O
JPYTUX CIIOC00axX ero yaaJIeHUs.

K Beuepy ymasoch TONBKO OUYHUCTUTH
JOJIbMEH OT KaMHS U MOATOTOBUTH K Jallb-
HEHIIEH PACKOIIKE.

30 cents0ps. A3aHra. YTpoMm ewmé pas
ocMoTpen U oomepmin goiabMeH Nel.
OctaBuB B c¢. Cynau i1 pacKOIKH
Tak’ke U OCMOTPEHHOTO  Tam
HakaHyHe nosbMeHa. [Ipexne Bcero
Ha/j0 OBUIO OpraHM30BaTh yJaJIeHUE
MIPOBANIUBIICHCS TUIUTHI, 4TO OBLIO
emi€ TPyIHO, TaK KaK TOJIIMHA KAMHS
noctrraia sneck 60 cM, BMecto 40 cm
B JtosibMeHe No2.

[lo ynaneHuM ™INTHI NPUCTYNWIH K
PacKoOIIKe U YOeTUIIHCh, YTO 3aKOHYUTH €€ K
BeUepy SABHO HE YJacTCsl.

[lo ynaneHun kamMHS M 3€MJIM, 3acbl-
naBIIel JoJbMeHe, 00HAPYKUIOCh BTOPOE
OKHO B JOJIbMEHE, B IOKHOH 1inuTe. Odu-
CTHB OKHO TaKXe M CHapyxu cpotorpadu-
pOBaJl I0JIBMEH C JiepeBa. B HUXKHEN YacTh
IUIOTHO CJIEXKaBLICHCS 3achiii T0JIbMEHA
Haydaj TO0MAaIaThCsl KOCTH YeJIOBEKa U Ke-

pamuKa /B LEHTpe pUICHHBIA cocyn Uy
I0’)KHOTO OKHA C EJI0YHBIM OPHAMEHTOM/.
MerananyecKux NoAAen0K HUKakuX. OCTaBUB PacKOIIKy 3TOTO JOJIbMEHA JI0 3aBTpa, OTIpa-
BUJICA B A3aHTY, YTOOBI IPOBEPUTH PAacKONKy JoiabMeHa Ne2. [punumum Tyga yxe coBepIIeHHO
B CyMEpKH, TaK Kak MMyTh B ropy TpeOoBa OoJbliie yaca.
Ha nonmemen Ne2, HecMOTpsi Ha TEMHOTY, crenai psin (oTtorpaduii ¢ OONBIION BBIIEPK-
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KO, TaKk KakK OOsICS, YTO Ha APYTOW JEHb MOXKET OBITh JOXK/b U paboTa ocTaHeTcs He 3auK-
CHUPOBAaHHOM.

OTtnpenapupoBaH ObLI CEBEPO-BOCTOYHBIN yrojl: OBLIM HAMJICHBI KOCTH M Yeperna JeCSTH
yenoBeK. UHTEpeCcHO YTO 0JJHO MOrpedeHre 0Ka3anoch YI0KEHHON Ha MOBEPXHOCTH yMaBIlIeh
BHYTPB JIOJIbMEHA 33 qHei muThl. Cie10BaTebHO MOTrpeOeHIe OTHOCHIIOCH K 3TT0XE BTOPUYHO-
T'O MCIIOJIb30BAHUS JI0JIbMEHA B MIPEIKOOAHCKYIO JIIOXY.

B nepenneii muinre 66110 00HAPYKEHO OKHO.

1 oktsa0ps. Azanta. C yTpa Ha npenapupoBke gojabMena Ne2, 6mu3 mikonsl. [IpenapupoBka
OYCHB TPYIHAS, TAK KaK COEPKUMOE U3 OE3IMOPSIIOUHOTO CKOTUICHHS Y€PETIOB M KOCTEH B
Ky4e C OTJIeIbHBIMU OPOH30BBIMH IIPEIMETAMH U KEPAMUKON MEK Ty HUMU. 3aTpyIHEHUE
JOCTaBJSUTA M MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE KOPHU JIEPEBa, BBIPOCIIETO BHYTPH FOTO- BOCTOYHOTO
yIiia I0JbMeHa.

BuyTpu nonpMeHa okaszaiach KaMeHHasi IpoOKa JIJIsl 3aKPBITUS €r0 OTBEPCTHSI.

W3 wHBeHTaps, KOTOPHI MOXXHO OBUIO OB OTHECTH K INEPBOHAYAILHOMY JPEBHEHIIEMY
CJIOIO 3TOTO JOJIbMEHA He ObUIO HAaWJeHO HH OIHOTO IpEeAMEeTa, pa3Be YTO MACCHBHBIN Me-
HBI 3aBUTOK C OKPYIIOH, sSHIEeBUAHONW (OPMBI MPOCBETOM, KOTOpPHIE SIBHO CBSI3aHBI YiKe
C BTOPUYHBIMH 3aXapOHEHHUSMH, K KOTOPBIM OTHOCSTCS M pa3HOOOpa3Hbie OyChl U MyTOBKH.
JIroOOMBITHBIM TIPEAMETOM BTOPUYHOTO 3aXOPEHEHUsS SIBISIETCS BECI0OOpa3Has OynaBka C
CIUPATBLHBIM 3aBUTKOM MPUHSATAS HAMH IEPBOHAYAILHO 32 OPUTBY. 235

3aMedaTennbHOW HaXOIKOW ATOTO JO0JbMEHA SIBIsIeTCs OpOoH30Bast GUTypa MEABEIs, BIITOI-
HEHHas ¢ OOJBIINM PEaTH3MOM.

Kepamuka cocTosiyia HCKIyYUTEIbHO U3 HEOOJBIIOTO pa3Mepa COCy/l0B, MaJIO OpHAMEHTH-
POBaHHBIX.

2 okTsA0ps. A3aHTa. 3aKOHUMIICS MPENapUPOBKOM TobMeHa Ne2.

S ornpasuiics c. Cyau 4ToObl 1opaboTath 10JbMEH. B Kpenko ciexapiieMcs Ha JIHE J10J1b-
MeHa ¢ OOJBIITUM TPYAOM YAAIOCh OTACISTH OT/ACIbHBIC KOCTH U YE€PEITK MHHUATIOPHON Kepa-
MuKU. V3 MeTammMyecKkux npeMeTOB XapaKTEePHbIM MEIHBIN MPOCTOM KPIOK, OyJaBKa ¢ 3aBUT-
KOM, TpU IpUOOBH/IHBIE IIAMKH, OT KAaKUX TO TBO3JEBUIHBIX MTPEIMETOB.

KabaHHBI KIIBIK C OTBEPCTHEM JOBEpIIA OCIHBI ACCOPTUMEHT MPEAMETOB, HAXOAUBIITHX-
Csl B 9TOM JIOJIbMEHE.

Paboty 3akoHYMI K BeUepy.

3 okTsI0psi, paHO YTPOM BBIEXalu BepxaMu B LleOernbry, 3aKOHUMIM TaKUM 00pa3oM Halry
apXeOoJIOTHYECKYIO Pa3BEIKY.
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6MJOTOJI3NL 6dJOVVIIG(

IV-VI bb. s dgmmmaono dobomagdol obgozom

“bmgsemoggz0b bsgsemogsma IV-VI bb. sfmggmenmgasy-
M0 dosbsemgdnl dnbgwzno” - LodosGmggmmb 3nmEnEmo
3933300Mgmdol ©s(330L gMm3bymo LosagbGML JoMoy)-
m9bmgabo (0bamobydn Mgboydgmn), oemb@Momgdaema
a0dm(39ds. 53@™MM0 - 53000 (mm3nBddgamo; Mgws]&mmo:
3. mmeondogsebadg; Mg396Dg6@gdo: b. mgsmgmgmadg, 6.
B eonmos. 33905506 Mommgbmds - 150, @sdeymgdals
mEgbmds - 43. mdoobo, 2014,
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FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM:

EDITORIAL, PERHAPS, DOES NOT SHARE SOME
OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN SCIEBTIFIC ARTICLES IN
THE MAGAZINE, BUT “ONLINE ARCHAEOLOGY”

PUBLISHES SUCH LETTERS AND THEREFORE IT IS

OPEN TO DISCUSSIONS.
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