


made prominent, creating the impression of being
the four thrust parts of the whole comprosition
The ends of the vertical sections of the half-columns
are decorated with spheres and carved belis. The
same decoration appears in the lower horizontal
section of the hali—columns. Al this system of
d of the windovs is of the
monuments of the 12th—13 th centuries and the
preserved fragments of these decorations allow
us to conjecture that ,Lurdli Monasteri® was very
richly ornamented. The decor of the east windows
reveals a great number of ornamental motifs; there
is not a single undecorated spot on the whole
window opening. The motifs of the carving are
analogous with those of other monuments of the
same period—the end of the 12th — beginning of
the 13 th century, but their quality, however,
much lower: the ornamentation lacks the ref
ment which is characteristic of the majority of
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monuments of those times. In spite of '«Jhe
variety of motifs, we do not feel here the genuine
artisticity of the carver, they are a bit dry and
lend this impression to the whole work

Above the main south entrance there is a se-
mi—citcular tympanum with an_inscription. The
inscription is carved on a large rectangular stone
and the segments between the stone and the tym-
panum contours are filled with leaf ornament. In
the centre of the stone bearing the inscription
there is a big Calvary Cross of interwoven orna-
ment, running up the whole length of the tym-
panum. The inscription of eight lines written in
Lasomtavruli* characters (ancient Georgian alpha-
bet) tells us that the church was b assi
former Bishop of Kartli, the brother of Abulasan,
a famous politician of Queen Tamara's times.

0
00935
real



»Lurdji monasteri*, one of the most noteworthy
ancient buildings In Thilisi, that in the 19 th
century was located to the north of Tbilisi, later
appeared 10 be in the centre of the city; the jun-
ction of Leo Kiacheli and Niko Nikoladze streets
leads to the church constructed on the high right
bank of the River Kura, towering over the pre-
sent day embankment. The church was built at
the end of the 12 th century, during the reign of
Queen Tamara — the illustrious period in the hig-
tory of Georgia. The church is called ,Lurd)i
Monasteri* (in Georgian — "Blue  Monastery*)
because it was once roofed with blue glazed tiles.
Nowadays the church does nor present a buil-
ding accomplished at a definite time; it clearly
reveals building strata of different periods.

According 1o its original plan mLurd)i Monaste-
fi* was close (0 a famous group of Georgian
cupola churches—Ikorta, Betania, Kvatakhevi and
others built at the end of the 12 th, beginning of
the 13 th century. But after considerable damage
inflicted more than once by foreign invaders
WLurdji Monasteri* was restored and remodelled
several times and to a great extent. But the plan
of the church has in general remained unchanged
up to our days. The church is built in the form
of a prolonged quadrangle with two freely stan-
ding octahedral dome abutments; the semi—circu-
lar altar apse with three windows protrudes in-
considerably from the east front, which is an
element distinguishing ,Lurdji Monasteri* from
similar churches. Joining on both sides are square
in plan prothesis and diaconicum connected by
doorways with the bema and the side naves. The
plan of "Lurdji Monasteri® is a characteristic fea-
ture of the 12th—13th century. By that time the
plan of a cupola church was rather simplified,
the interval between the dome square and the
altar disappears and the two east abutments merge
with the walls of the bema. The distance from
the abutments to the west wall exceeds in most
cases the dimension of a side of the square of

the dome. The bema Is deep and mmeumc?],(i;ij
directly connected by means of a doorway with
the pastophoria. The latter always has a second
storey above it. And finally the general dimen-
sions of structures are decreased o a great extent
in comparison with those of earlier buildings.
All these features are characteristic of "Lurdji
Monasteri* as wel

During repairs (between the 16 th—18 th cen-

simplify the construction the side naves were se-
mi—vaulted and all the three naves were covered
by one gable roof.

During the last restoration carried out in 1578
the pediments and the dome were added and the
whole construction assumed quite an unusual
aspect for monuments of Georgian architecture.
The gable roof is linked with the base of the
drum of the spherical dome; they come on the
fronts like wide pediments and it comes out that
itis the roof that makes a cross in space, and
not the building itself, which is quite contrary to
the general type of Georgian churches..

The facade reveals clearly two different strata:

masonry of huge stones and the restored parts of
brick. The upper brick parts of the walls with
the window openings, ledges with omamentations
and all the dome were built during the last resto-

ration.

The architectural decor of ,Lurdji Monasteri® at
present consists of ornamentations of the platbands
of four windows and a round window on the east
front, also of tympanum with an inscription above
the main entrance.

Small fragments, badly weathered, have been
preserved near the windows of the west and south
fronts,

All the four cast windows are decorated in the
same fashion, the only difference being in small
details. A richly ornamented wide platband runs
all the way along the arch window opening, and
is adorned cither by a narrow rope design or
rolls. All this composition is embraced by adorn-
ment consisting of doubled half-columns. In the
botiom corners and at the bases of the arch part
of external adornment ornamented rectangles are
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McH — uepkosk «lypawn Monacrepus, crosswan
ewe s XVIII

CTROEHNbIX Ha rpanm X 11 —
SHAUMTENbHLIX NOBPENACHHS,
Hoimu 3axsarunkamu, «lypams MoHacrepun Heoa-
HCKPATHO rnoABepranack pemoMTy M ocHoBaTens-
HOW  nepeaenxe, XoTA  nnaw  coopywewus s
OCHOBHOM COXPaNMACH W RO Wewmx Awed. Llepkoss
A A veripax-
Nonyxpyrnas

€3 ABEPHbIMM NPOEMaMM KaK ¢ BemoR,

Ko3uimu Heamu. Mnanosoe pewense

Monacrepun — uepta anoxw X11—X |
P

e
b1 CTOPONM NoAKynomMoro Kssapars rny-
60xa u noR HenocpeacTaento coobuiaerca
oMOUM ABepeR < nactodopmam.

cneawumn acerna  um

HEw, N0 CPaBHENMIO ¢ NPEAIAYIMER CTyneHwIO pas-
BHTHA IHEUMTENMHO yMEHMWAIOTCA BBCOMOTHMIE paa-
Mmepui noctpoex. Bce  a1n  npuanakn npcyum n
«llypaxu Monacrepun.

Bo spems pemonmuix pabor (mewmay XVi—
XVIIT 8o.) sce sMyTpewnee NPOCTPANCTBO  epKom
pasaenunu Wa Tpu Heda, Hanomobme Gasumkn.
Mpuem Ana ynpouienws  KoMCTpyKuuM Gokosie
Heui Ghinu nepexpuITLl mogycao
Hega Gunu 306pamsr o
wpwiuy.
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(€, 8 TaKNE OPOPMNEHHA THMNOHA C HOA-
NHCHIO HOR NBBHLIM KOMMHBIM BXOAO)

HeBonbume, swiserpuawmecs Qplrmenvm coroe-
Hnucn u

oBpamnennen, cocronunm
43 caBoeHHux nonyKonowox. [Mpwuem 8 Mok
YTNex u y NAT 8pOAMOR uacTH BHewHero obpamne-
b1 OpHameHTHPO!

MKW, COIABIOUIME KAK bl UeTIpE ONOPH
8cek KomnOIuumw. KoMUMI sepraxanwhuix oTpeakos
NOMYKONONOK YKpaWIEHb WapaMA W PEaMsinm Nos-
Ckamu. Takoe Xe yKpaweHse NOBTOPENO # 8 K-
em, OpMIOHTaNMHOM OTReaKe nonyxonoWox. Bea
378 CHCTEMA OKOWNOTO yKpauieHHA A81ACTCA XapaK-
TepHOR Ana namahmeon X [1—X111

Dparmentam obopmnena
Ak MOMACTEpHY MOMNO 3aKMIOUATE,
Bpema namatHk 6bin ouews Goraro ykpauew. B

HeCThO opHamentans-

HSIX MOTMBOB; 8O BCeM OBpaMNEHMH NONTH He OCTa-
7I0Ch HeYKPAWENNOTO >nemeHTa. Mornssi peasbul

TOrO BMPTYOIHOrO 6necka, KOTOPhIM XapaKTepHay-
€1¢a 6ONLWMNCTB0 NaMATHMKOB T
cMoTRA o morooSpane

W He uyBCTBYETCA NOANWHHOR

Wan neusts pemecnennoi pabotsi Ha sce
npouaseaenve.
Hag rnaswsim oMHbiM BXOAOM NomeuieH nony-

38NOMHEHb NMCTBENMuIM  OpHAMeH
ATHCI0 BO3:
BLICOTY TMMNANa rONrOCKHil
opHamenTa. [leBaTHCTPOUNSR HANHC!
LHCKAM IHChMOM  (acoMT:
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