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Preface

The following journal is the second issue of the selected papers delivered at the
Conference of American Studies and we hope it will be more interesting and refined than the
previous one. There are more papers published here than in the previous issue, since at the 5th
annual conference on American Studies about 200 papers by Georgian and foreign scholars
were presented. The authors are from Kutaisi, Batumi and Gori State Universities; foreign scholars
include American, as well as German, Polish and Dutch specialists on American Studies.

The fields of medicine and the military were added to the wide range of topics offered in
the first issue of the journal of American Studies; thus demonstrating the deepening coopera-
tion between Georgia and the United States in the above-mentioned fields.

Nowadays, the United States is not only a superpower, but also because of its achieve-
ments in many aspects, it has become the symbol of success; consequently, many countries,
including Georgia, try to adapt its methods of development.

In this respect, professional analysis and a careful approach are needed. We consider
that superficial and, in most cases, inaccurate information about the United States has a nega-
tive impact on Georgian society and on the development of Georgian-U.S. relations.

Consequently, in spite of sharing the advanced experience and achievements of that
great country, we sometimes emulate things that have never occurred in the United States, or
have long been rejected by Americans.

The ultimate aim of the Center of American Studies is to gain the advantage of advanced
American experience and to apply it effectively in Georgia. At the same time, the involvement of
Georgian professionals in American Studies guarantees the avoidance of thoughtless mimicry.

That is why, we are urging discussing on a professional level of manv aspects of Ameri-
can life as seen through the lenses of Georgian specialists from various fields; and all this is
reflected in the articles of our Journal. Our goal is to provide Georgian society with accurate and
appropriate information. All together, the Jounal of American Studies represents an account of
the Center of American Studies and the Georgian Association for American Studies to Georgian
society.

In 2002-2003 the 17 TV Channel started running weekly TV shows ,,.Discussions About
America™; the Georgian Association For American Studies took part in a conference on Ameri-
can Literature at Kutaisi State University; in November 2002 the first issue of the Jounal of
American Studies was published; the new office of the Center of American Studies was opened
at Tbilisi State University; the Association cooperated with the Embassy of the United States in
activities connected with Black History Month. At the same time professors invited from the
United States and Georgia delivered lectures in the Center of American Studies; every week
movie shows and discussions were held; the members of the Association visited American and
other countries’ universities to participate in scientific research; the members of the Association
take part in current reforms of the educational system to work out national standards for civic
education; they also participate in the scientific conferences dedicated to women's studies; the
Center of American Studies managed to coordinate the activities of Georgian specialists in
American Studies; this effort produced obvious results at the 5* annual conference on Ameri-
can Studies.

Contacts and cooperation have been deepened with such foreign research centers as
Kennedy American Institute in Berlin, and centers of American Studies in the Universities of
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Laodz, Cape Town and Saint Louis The Center of American Studies also opened in Kutaisi State
Unniversity. We hope that such centers will be opened in other cities of Georgia, too.

We are especially glad for the advantage of close cooperation with the U.S. Embassy in
Georgia. At the opening ceremony of the 5% annual conference on American Studies, Ambassa-
dor Richard Miles delivered a keynote address. Mr. Miles and his wife, Sharon have visited
Thilisi State University and our center several times and always express their appreciation of the
Association. Support from the U.S. embassy has also helped in the publication of this journal
and has provided continuing enrichment for our library. Our library is among the best libraries in
Georgia and is open not only for Georgian specialists in American Studies but for any interested
in American Studies. Ambassador Miles even presented his own collection of mavies to us.

This summer marked the end of Ms. Sharon Hudson Dean’s term of office as Public
AfTairs Officer at the Embassy of the United States in Georgia; she returned to work in Washing-
ton. We want Lo express our deepest gratitude to this brilliant and professional person and to
wish her further success in her diplomatic career.

We want to express our gratitude to Mr. Roin Metreveli, rector of the Iv. Javakhishvili
Thoilisi State Unjversity, who prevides enormous support to the development of American Stud-
ies at the university. We are pleased to point out that this year the first M.A. degree holders in
American Studies have graduated from Thilisi State University. This achievement gives us hope
that this field of study will develop further in Georgia in the future.

Vasil Kacharava
Director of the Center of American Studies at [v. Javakhisvili Tbilisi State University,
President of the Georgian Association for American Studies
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Fifth Annual Conference on American Studies
Georgian Association for American Studies
Thbilisi State University

May 5-9, 2003

Opening Remarks

Good moming Mr. Rector, Mr. Charkviani, Mr. Kacharava, professors, and students.
Thank you for inviting me here today at the opening of this Fifth Annual Conference on Ameri-
can Studies.

To begin with | would like to congratulate the Association for American Studies for their
success in bringing American studies to students and scholars here in Georgia. You are perform-
ing an important service by keeping a wide array of information on the United States available
for students and researchers here in Thilisi. And these conferences on American studies have
provided an important forum for scholars and students to get together and exchange informa-
tion in this growing area of study.

Georgia and the United States enjoy a very close friendship and strong cooperative
relationship including in the defense and security spheres. Georgia's support for the coalition in
the war against Saddam Hussein’s regime is one example of this. | am happy to announce that a
74-person Georgian military detachment will depart soon for duty with the Coalition Forces in
Iraq. The American-Georgian relationship also envisages cooperation in the democratic devel-
opment of Georgia as well,

But Georgia cannot live by friendship alone. The citizens of Georgia are asking how much
longer they must wait until they have uninterrupted electricity and good roads. They are con-
cemned about the education and medical care infrastructure. They are concerned about lingering
high poverty levels. They do not like the daily corruption, which is a blight on this society. They
are reminding the government that Georgia has been independent for ten years - and they are
losing their patience.

What [ can tell you as an outsider, as a diplomatic representative from another country, is
that Georgia needs foreign investment. Georgia needs capital and technology from foreign
companies. Only with these investments in money and skills will Georgia’s economy develop
and will Georgian citizens realize the standard of living that other post-Soviet countries are
achieving today.

But Georgia will not get this foreign investment as long as the atmosphere in Georgia
remains as it is. No foreign companies will invest in Georgia when they hear that Georgia is
considered one of the most corrupt countries in the world. No foreign businessmen will want to
work in Georgia if crime, including crime against foreigners, does not diminish. No foreign
tourists will want to visit Georgia if the roads are impossible to navigate. And no foreign workers
will want to live in Georgia if they see religious extremists attack Jehovah's Witnesses on prime
time television and go unpunished.

At the ballot box, Georgians have the power to elect the public officials they want. They
should use this power to choose candidates who will change the status quo. Politicians who will
crack down on corruption and protect foreign companies that are here in Georgia against corrup-
tion. Leaders who will motivate their people to work hard and legally - and pay their taxes. A
government that will demand a police department and justice system that will protect the people.

Georgia will have parliamentary elections in November. Now is the chance for Georgians
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to make sure these elections are [ree, fair, and transparent. Now is the lime to ensure that all
eli;ible citizens are properly registered to vote and that adequale legal and administrative prepa-
rauons are made.

The Intemational Community can help Georgia have free and fair cleclions, and we do.
But it is up to the Georgian people working through their governinental and political institutions
and organizations to ensure the openness, honesty and transparency of the forthcoming elec-
tions.

1 always like to remind my friends that America is an ,,old democracy* - but not a perfect
one. In fact we have been trying to get it right for over 200 years. And we are still trying.
Democracy is always a,,work in progress.” So I do think American Studies is an excellent subject
for students in young democracies to study. Because you students here today are the leaders of
tomorrow. And you professors here today are teaching the leaders of tomorrow. You ¢an all
profit by a study of what America’s challenges were, and how we have worked to overcome
them.

Without these reforms in the economic and political spheres of life, Georgia will not be
able to ransform itselfinto a country which will be a true member of the international democratic
community. And the Georgian people will not be able to fully realize their potential.

My speech tumed out to be a tough message and a bit critical, but this is a very important
vear for Georgia and for Georgians. The elections represent a very real opportunity for all voters
10 have a say in the future direction of their country. | believe it is a proper time for tough talk,
and | hope that you receive my words that way.

Thank you again for your invitation to be with you today. On behalf of all of us at the
American Embassy, | would like to again compliment the Association for American Studies for

their fine work. I wish all participants an enjoyable and profitable conference and much success
in your future work and studies.

Thank you.

Richard Miles
Ambassador of the United States in
Thilisi, Georgia
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